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SK  gives  its  name  to  a  Htmclred  wliich  is 
\3  *"  divided  into  upper  and  lower  divisions,  and  is 
in  the  Poor  Law  Union  of  Pontypool.  It  is  11 
miles  distant  from  Abergavenny,  14  from  Chepstow, 
13  from  Monmouth,  8  from  Caerleon,  7  from  Ponty- 
pool, 11  from  Newport,  and  5  from  Raglan.  It  is 
situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Monmouthshire,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  from  which  it  derives  its 
name,  and  which  here  receives  the  tributary  streams 
of  the  Berddin  and  Olway. 

The  situation  of  the  town  is  uncommonly  beauti- 
ful, and  the  surrounding  scenery  is  beheld  with 
extreme  pleasure  by  those  accustomed  to  the  tame 
and  uninteresting  views  of  low  and  long  levels.  It 
is  charmingly  diversified  by  woods,  pastures,  and 
interesting  objects ;  and  the  display  of  hill  and  dale, 
park-like  woods  and  grounds,  intersected  by  clear 
and  meandering  streams,  cannot  fail  to  create  sen- 
sations of  delight  and  admiration. 

From  the  bridge,  on  looking  down  the  river,  a 
lovely  prospect  presents  itself ;  along  the  verdant 
banks  of  the  stream,  studded  with  alders  and 
sycamores,  rises  the  precipitous  and  beautifully 
tinged  wood  of  Graig-y-nallt  on  the  right,  and  a 
series  of  neatly*mown  lawns  planted  with  trees  and 
ihrubs,  at  the  back  of  some  of  the  i-esidences,  foriQ 
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the  boundary  of  the  river  on  the  left,  with  the 
picturesque  little  Church  of  Llanbadoc  beyond ; 
from  thence  the  Usk  continues  to  wind  its  course 
towards  the  base  of  the  hill  of  Penycaemawr,  which 
is  backed  by  the  extensive  forest  of  Wentwood,  Up 
the  river,  wooded  knolls  are  interspersed  with 
verdant  pastures,  and  the  eye  glances  along  the 
bosom  of  the  clear  stream,  which,  under  the  sloping 
grove  of  Beech  Hill,  assumes  the  aspect  of  a  placid 
lake,  on  whose  face  is  reflected  the  graceful  and 
waving  branches  of  the  willow  and  alder,  and  a 
short  distance  higher  up  the  stream  the  water 
rushes  with  impetuosity  on  its  rocky  bed.  The 
beautiful  vale  of  the  Usk  from  thence  extends  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Abergavenny,  and  then,  form- 
ing as  it  were  a  background  to  the  landscape,  is  a 
mass  of  bold,  steep,  ridgy  hills,  broken  up  and 
presenting  deep  ravines  and  valleys  of  great  beauty, 
among  which  the  Blorenge,  the  Skirrid,  the 
Rholben,  the  Derry,  and  the  Sugar  Loaf  form  con- 
spicuous objects.  Within  a  short  distance  of  the 
bridge  on  the  right,  embosomed  among  trees,  on 
the  spur  of  a  hill  and  overlooking  the  town, 
stand  the  venerable  ivy -mantled  walls  of  the  Castle, 
and  on  the  eloping  ground  beneath  are  garden 
terraces. 

The  town  stands  on  a  considerable  tract  of 
ground,  the  principal  streets  form  a  square,  the 
area  of  which,  six  or  seven  acres,  is  composed  of 
gardens  and  orchai-ds.  The  buildings  are  very 
irregular  and  many  of  them  much  dilapidated. 
Most  of  the  streets  are  broad,  with  paved  footways, 
and  the  town  is  well  drained  by  means  of  sanitary 
pipes, 
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With  repfard  to  the  appearance  of  the  town  itself, 
the  last  half  century  has  worked  much  improve- 
ment. Sixty  years  ago  the  only  pavement  in  the 
town  was  a  piece  here  and  there  in  Bridge  Street, 
the  principal  thoroughfare,  and  a  patch  of  some 
twenty  yards'  extent  adjoining  the  School  in  Church 
Street,  all  the  other  footpaths  being  pitched  with 
pebbles  from  the  river,  or  bare  earth ;  surface 
gutters  crossed  the  streets  in  every  direction,  and 
obstructions  to  foot  passengers  in  the  shape  of 
palisades,  railings,  and  iron  barriers  for  protecting 
windows.  By  the  help  of  the  Borough  funds  and 
Highway  and  Local  Boai'd  rates,  most  of  the  foot- 
paths are  now  paved  or  asphalted,  and  many  of  the 
obstructions  removed. 

In  1842,  Mr.  James  Williams,  having  purchased 
the  site  of  the  old  House  of  Correction,  in  Bridge 
Street,  commenced  building  extensive  premises,  in 
which  he  carried  on  a  large  trade.  This  induced 
other  tradesmen  to  build  and  improve  their 
residences.  Old  cooperage  premises,  with  a  shed 
extending  over  the  footpath,  were  converted  into  a 
neat  and  commodious  grocery  and  drapery  estab- 
lishment. Some  old  thatched  stabling  opening  into 
the  street  on  the  footpath  was  converted  into  shops 
with  plate-glass  fronts.  Other  persons  then  built 
and  improved  their  business  premises  in  the  town, 
so  that  at  the  present  time  the  shops  in  Usk  bear  a 
favourable  comparison  with  most  small  towns. 

There  are  a  number  of  very  pleasant  walks  sur- 
rounding the  town ;  the  one  on  the  Abergavenny 
road  as  far  as  the  Chain  Bridge,  a  distance  of  about 
three  miles  ;  the  uphill  walk  on  the  Monmouth  road 
as  far  as  Gwehelog  School,  about  two  miles ;  and 
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tbe  shorier  walk  by  the  river  side  to  Llanbadoo 
are  the  roads  most  frequented. 

In  the  town  and  in  some  of  the  neighbouring 
woods  and  fields  antiquities  may  be  found.  In  a 
field  called  Caeputta,  to  the  south  of  the  town,  and 
on  the  spot  where  the  County  Gaol  now  stands, 
in  the  year  1796,  a  paved  road  was  discovered  some 
feet  below  the  surface;  it  was  nine  feet  broad, 
formed  of  hewn  stones  placed  edgeways,  supposed 
to  have  been  one  of  the  streets  of  the  ancient 
town  ;  and  in  digging  the  foundations  for  the  Gaol 
in  the  year  1841,  several  interesting  relics  of  Roman 
origin  were  turned  up.  In  the  Graig-y-garcoed  a 
Bteep  rocky  wood  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town,  on  the  side  of  the  river,  the  remains  of  a 
Roman  encapment  is  visible,  although  overgrown 
with  trees  and  bushes  ;  the  entrenchments  in  some 
places  are  thirty  feet  deep,  and  several  tumuli  are 
within  the  area  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  height. 
Two  other  camps  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  east  of  the  road  leading  from  Usk  to  Clytha; 
that  of  Campwood,  about  two  miles  from  Usk,  on 
the  common  of  Gwehelog  is  of  an  oval  shape,  inclosed 
by  a  single  fosse  and  vallum  700  yards  in  circum- 
ference, completely  overgrown  with  trees  and  bushes; 
the  other  formed  upon  the  summit  of  a  commanding 
eminence,  near  Clytha  Castle,  is  known  by  the  name 
of  Coed-y-Bunydd  ;  it  is  480  yards  in  circumference  ; 
the  west  and  north  sides  are  precipitous,  bounded 
by  one  entrenchment ;  the  other  sides  are  fortified 
by  triple  ditches  and  ramparts ;  the  entrance  is 
covered  by  a  tumulus,  and  traces  of  some  foundations 
of  towers  at  each  end  may  yet  be  found.  The 
remains  of  a  small  camp  arc  visible  in  the  grounds 
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of  Twyn  Bell,  overlooking  Llanbadoc  Church ;  a 
camp  of  much  larger  dimensions  is  found  on 
Ty  Mawr  Farm,  Llansoy,  on  the  top  of  the  wood 
overlooking  Llandenny ;  and  another  about  three 
miles  distant  therefrom  on  the  Gaervawr.  In  a 
field  by  the  roadside  on  Gwrllwydd  farm,  in  the 
parish  of  Neweharch,  about  a  mile  distant  from  the 
Gaervawr  is  a  cromlech,  the  upper  or  incumbent 
Btone  of  which  is  twelve  feet  long,  three  feet  and  a 
half  broad,  and  the  supports  are  five  feet  high. 

The  trade  of  the  town  is  inconsiderable,  the  only 
manufactory  of  late  years  being  the  Chemical  Works, 
which  are  now  out  of  work.  In  former  years  it  had 
a  manufactory  of  Japan  ware,  established  by  Mr. 
Edward  Allgood,  of  Pontypool.  The  manufacture 
at  Usk  was,  after  Edward  Allgood's  death,  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Hughes,  spoken  of  as  "Mr.  Hughes,  of 
the  Elman."  For  him,  Morgan  Davies,  alluded  to 
by  Archdeacon  Coxe,  was  the  chief  designer  and 
Ornamental  painter.  The  John  Hughes  mentioned 
as  having  been  apprenticed  to  William  Allgood, 
oame  to  Usk  and  also  took  part  in  the  designing  and 
painting,  and  used  to  go  backwards  and  forwards 
to  Pontypool  to  assist  Mrs.  Allgood  in  the  manage- 
ment of  her  business.  Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  Elman, 
did  not  himself  take  an  active  part  in  the  manu- 
facture. The  colours  were  mixed  by  his  wife, 
apparently  an  indication  that  she  belonged  to  the 
Allgood  family.  An  aged  lady.  Miss  Ann  Hughes, 
who  claimed  to  be  first  cousin  to  old  William  Allgood, 
and  lived  in  Bridge  Street,  Pontypool,  disclaimed 
Mr.  Hughes  as  being  in  any  way  related,  though  he 
had  been  called  Edward  Allgood's  nephew.  The 
Stockhams,  who  had  come  from  Pontypool,  played 
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an  important  pai't  afc  TJsk.  Edward  Stockham,  who 
died  January  5tli,  1865,  acted  as  limner,  together 
with  John  Bughes,  Samuel  Lucas,  Elisha  Reed, 
—  Hawkins,  and  Jonathan  Lewis ;  while  John 
Stockham  (brother  to  Edward)  attended  to  the 
ovens,  and  Richard  Stockham,  another  brother, 
acted  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hughes,  of  the  Elman,  the  manufactory  was 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Pyrke  on  the  same  premises, 
next  door  to  the  George,  in  Market  Street — the 
George  being  kept  by  the  painter  Hawkins.  Mr. 
Pyrke  had  two  sons  in  business  as  ironmongers  in 
London,  and  they  used  to  send  down  urns,  trays, 
etc.,  ready  made,  to  be  japanned  at  Usk  and  then 
returned  to  them  for  sale.  Mr.  Pyrke  and  Mr. 
Hughes  are  both  remembered  as  "gentlemen" — men 
moving  in  a  superior  sphere  iu  society  and  exercising 
a  large-hearted  benevolence  towards  tlieir  humbler 
brethren.  Mr.  Pyrke  died  at  Usk,  having  conducted 
the  business  but  a  few  years,  and  that  in  a  manner 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  disclosure 
of  the  secrets  of  the  trade,  as  he  was  very  careful 
whom  he  admitted  to  the  manufactory.  The  excel- 
lence of  the  work  turned  out  at  Usk  in  his  days  and 
those  of  his  predecessor  admits  of  no  question,  how- 
ever much  the  assertion  may  clash  with  the  popular 
notion  in  Pontypool.  The  late  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  late  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  Louis  XVIII.,  when 
King  of  France,  were  supplied  with  their  Japan 
goods  direct  from  Usk.  After  Mr.  Pyrke,  the  manu- 
factory passed,  about  50  years  ago,  into  the  hands  of 
the  late  Mr.  Evan  Jones,  who  removed  it  to  the 
back  of  his  shop,  the  third  house  in  Biidge  Street, 
on  the  right  from  the  bridge.     Mr.  Evan  Jones,  who 


USK  :     PAST    AND    PRESENT.  7 

was  also  yeoman,  and  brick,  tile,  and  pipe  manu- 
facturer, filled  tl;e  office  of  Portreeve  of  Usk,  in 
1850,  1851,  and  1852.  With  him  the  Japan  trade 
dwindled  and  dwindled,  in  the  face  of  the  counter 
attraction  of  Birmingham  Japan  and  papier  mache 
goods,  and  it  ceased  altogether  at  his  death,  which 
took  place  on  the  13th  March,  1860,  when  he  was 
70  years  of  age.  The  greater  part  of  the  stock  of 
Japan  goods  which  lie  left  was  dispersed  by  sale  by 
auction,  in  1862.  All  who  were  engaged  in  the 
manufacture,  at  Pontypool  and  at  Usk,  are  now 
dead.  The  last  was  John  Stockham.  The  Usk 
people  believe  that  the  secrets  of  the  trade  died 
■with  this  man,  as  the  Pontypool  people  declare  that 
they  perished  with  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  daughter  of 
William  Allgood.  One  of  Mr.  Kvan  Jones's  nieces 
(the  late  Mrs.  H.  J.  Parkhurst)  afterwards  resided 
at  Pontyraoel,  and  she  possessed  a  miniature  of 
"Old  Edward  Allgood."  The  following  verses  were 
conspicuously  placed  in  Edward  Allgood's  manu- 
factory : — 

"  Pray  look  at  this  as  you  pass  by ; 
Working  the  ovens  is  very  dry  ; 
Many  there  be  that  do  come  here 
That  never  think  of  a  drop  of  Beer." 
The  above  lines  were  painted  on  a  tin  plate  fixed  to 
the  stove-room  door,  where  the  finishing  and  polish- 
ing  was   done   in  a  temperature  of  from  70  to  80 
degrees.      Here  old  John  Stockham  worked   up  to 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  and  reached  the  long 
age  of  91.     He  died  February  4th,  1866. 

There  was  al.o  a  -weaving  manufactory,  several 
grist  mills  in  and  near  the  town,  and  five  malthouses, 
which  were  in  full  work ;  but  the  alterations  in  the 
Jftw  and  the  passing  of  the  Free  Trade  measure^ 
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rendered  the  manufacfcure  of  malt  unremunerative, 
and  the  dilapidated  buildings  are  at  present  only 
used  as  storehouses. 

In  an  old  work  published  in  1769,  this  town  is 
thus  noticed  : — "  Usk,  or  Kaerwysk,  is  seated  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Byrden  and  Usk,  five  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  Pontypool,  eleven  miles  south-west  of 
Monmouth,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  west  by 
north  of  London.  This  was  also  an  ancient  Roman 
city,  called  by  Antoninus  Burrium.  There  are  still 
to  be  seen  here  the  ruins  of  a  large,  strong  castle, 
built  for  the  security  of  the  town,  and  pleasantly 
seated  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  this  castle,  of 
which  we  have  here  given  a  view,  at  present 
belongs  to  the  Lord  Viscount  Windsor.  The  town 
contains  little  else  worthy  of  notice.  It  has  a 
market  on  Mondays,  and  two  fairs,  held  on  the 
Monday  after  Trinity,  and  on  the  18th  of  October, 
for  horses,  lean  cattle,  and  pedlary." 


ROMAN  ANTIQUITIES  AT  CAE  PUTA. 


The  Ancient  Town— Roman  Remains. 

fflEN  the  Romans  invaded  Britain,  Monmouth- 
shire was  inhabited  by  the  Silures,  a  race  of  de- 
termined valour.  They  were  led  by  Caractacus,  a 
revered  prince,  "who  was,  after  many  engagements, 
at  length  taken  pi-isoner  through  the  treachery  of 
the  Queen  of  the  Brigantes,  and  sent  prisoner  to 
Rome.  Though  they  had  lost  their  leader,  the 
Britons  rallied  and  so  harassed  the  Roman  General, 
Ostorius  Scapula,  that  he  died  of  vexation  and 
fatigue.  The  Silures  for  a  time  recovered  their 
independence,  which  they  raaintained  until  the  reign 
of  Vespasian,  when  Julius  Frontiaus  obliged  them  to 
submit.  The  Romans,  however,  found  great  diffi- 
culty in  retaining  their  conquest,  and  were  obliged 
to  form  and  garrison  a  long  line  of  military  posts,  of 
which  the  stations  of  Venta  Silurum  (now  Caer- 
went),  IscA  Silurum  (now  Caerleon  and  then  the 
metropolis  of  the  Silures),  Burrium  (Usk),  Goban- 
NIUM  (Abergavenny),  and  Blestium  (Monmouth), 
were  the  principal.  Roman  Koads  from  Aberga- 
venny and  Monmouth  were  supposed  to  have  joined 
at  Usk,  and  extended  from  thence  to  Gaex'leon,  the 
metropolis,  by  the  lower  road  from  Usk. 

JSorsley  says  :  "  The  situation  and  shape  of  the 
town,  lying  in  squares,  together  with  some  coins 
found  there,  favour  its  having  been  a  Roman  station, 
though  at  present  there  are  no  remains  of  it." 

Coxe  in  his  "  Moxmouthshire,"  published  84 
years  ago,  writes;  "In  digging  wells  and  making 
foundations  f^  buildings,  three  ranges  of  pavement 
have  been  discovered,  and  in  the  adjacent  fields 
pitched  roads  traced,  which  are  supposed  to  have 
been  streets  of  the  town.  In  a  field  called  Cab  Puta 
to  the  south  of  the  town,  about  five  years  ago  (1795) 
a  paved  road  was  discovered  under  ground  ;  it  was 
nine  feet  bi'oad  and  formed  of  hewn  stones  set  edge- 
ways, and  a  lane  called  Book  Lane  was  pointed  out 
to  me  as  having  been  a  street  of  the  (ancient)  town ;" 
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and  Britton  and  Bray  ley  considered  that  the  road 
found  in  Cae  Putawas  probably  part  of  the  old  road 
which  extended  from  BuRRiUM  (Usk)  to  Venta 
SiLURUM  (Caerwent),  and  added  that  "many  ancient 
houses  are  in  ruins,  and  of  some  only  the  founda- 
tions remain,"  they  also  infer,  "that  the  Castle 
(or  rather  its  outer  bailey)  had  been  the  Roman 
Castrum  and,  from  some  of  its  aichitectural  features, 
it  was  of  Roman  or  Roman-British  origin." 

In  the  year  1842,  Cae  Puta,  was  purchased  by 
the  Justices  of  Monmouthshire  and  the  present  gaol 
was  built  in  or  about  its  centre  During  the  exca- 
vations many  remains  were  discovered  which  were 
taken  away  by  parties  residing  in  the  town,  and, 
unfortunately,  no  record  of  them  has  been  preserved, 
but  some  of  the  old  inhabitants  state  that  a  road 
running  almost  north  and  south  was  come  upon 
some  feet  beneath  the  surface  with  the  foundations 
of  numerous  buildings.  A  gi-eat  number  of  coins, 
pottery,  fibulae,  &c.,  were  also  found,  but  were  dis- 
persed and  lost,  a  few  articles  only  having  been 
preserved  by  Mr.  Iltyd  Nicholl's  family  and  depo- 
sited in  the  Museum  at  Caerleon.  Mr.  Lee,  of 
Caerleon  describes  also  several  very  beautiful  colored 
glass  beads  found  in  the  garden  of  Mr  Iltyd  Nicholl, 
near  the  river,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Stafford 
Gustard. 

The  field  called  Cae  Puta  is  bounded  on  its 
southern  side  by  a  watercourse,  and  the  lane  which 
Coxe  calls  "Book  Lane"  is  in  the  old  deeds  called 
"  Puck  Lane "  and  pronounced  as  though  spelt 
"  Pook,"  and  the  lane,  until  the  New  Court  House 
was  built  in  187G,  divided  Cae  Fur  a  and  the  field 
called  the  Priory  Orchard  and  formed  its  northern 
boundaiy. 

Subsequently  when  a  new  wing  was  added  to  tlio 
gaol  a  Roman  paved  street  Avas  also  come  u]iou. 

In  the  year  1876-7,  when  the  new  Court  House  ad- 
joining the  gaol  was  built,  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient 
space  it  was  necessary  to  take  in  a  portion  of  the 
"  Puck  Lane  "  and  also  a  part  of  the  "  Priory 
Orchakd,"  and  the  course  of  the  Puck  Lane  in  con- 
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sequence  had  to  be  diverted  farther  northwards. 

Duriug^  the  excavatiuns  for  the  southern  walls  of 
the  building  and  in  digi^int?  a  water  tank  the  work- 
men cauic  upon  a  regular  pitched  road  running 
noi'th  and  south  with  another  crossing  it.  These 
roads  wore  laid  bare  at  the  point  of  their  intersec- 
tion, and  had  raised  footpaths  at  the  sides,  the  width 
of  the  central  roadway  was  nine  feet,  and  it  was 
pitched  with  blocks  of  limestone  descending  about 
fifteen  inches  into  the  gi'ound,  each  stone  appeai-ed 
to  have  been  hammer-dressed,  and  at  the  sui-face 
was  five  inches  by  two  inches.  The  Tkottoirs  or 
footpaths  were  three  feet  six  inches  in  width  with 
kerbstones,  and  were  paved  with  small  rough  stone 
cubes,  and  in  levelling  the  ground  in  front  of  the 
Coui't  House  considerable  portions  of  walls  were 
found.  Amongst  the  numerous  remains  discovered 
were  several  querns  or  hand  mills  and  a  quantity  of 
bones  of  animals  ;  and  a  shilling  of  James  I.  was 
likewise  discovered  near  the  surface.  A  fragment  of 
an  inscribed  Roman  tombstone,  identified  as  com- 
memorating the  child  of  a  soldier  of  the  Second 
Legion,  which  measured  thii'teen  inches  by  ten,  was 
also  discovered  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  A.  D.  Ber- 
rington,  of  Pantygoitre,  who  was  absent  from  home 
at  the  time  the  Coui't  House  was  erected,  upon 
hearing  of  the  discoveries  on  his  return,  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  Visiting  Justices  and  set  men  to 
work  in  the  garden  in  the  i-ear  of  the  Court  House, 
and  at  the  depth  of  about  ten  feet  in  a  layer  of  sand 
which  had  been  cut  through,  various  Roman  remains 
were  found.  The  layer  of  pottery  which  was  upon 
the  top  of  the  sand  included  some  fine  specimens  of 
Samian  ware,  one  embossed  with  an  eagle  and  leaf 
pattern,  another  with  a  dancing  goat  and  bii'ds, 
others  had  patterns  composed  entirely  of  leaves, 
and  various  pieces  of  red  pottery  and  portions  of 
black  ware;  some  fragments  of  tile  were  also  found 
and  one  portion  of  a  curved  tile  bore  the  inscription 
Leo.  II.  In  other  parts  of  the  town  from  eight  to 
ten  feet  below  the  present  surface  portions  of  build- 
ings have  been  discovered,  and  during  the  excavation 
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in  laying  sewage  pipes  by  tlie  Local  Board  in  1874, 
at  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  commencement  of  the 
garden  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  Williams,  the 
workmen  cut  down  in  front  of  a  worked  stone  arched 
entrance  to  a  building. 

The  Castle  and  its  Possessors. 

Few  castles  in  the  kingdom  have  been  subject  to 
more  frequent  assaults  than  that  of  Usk,  and  its 
present  ruinous  state  is  attributed  to  the  merciless 
attack  of  Owen  Glendower  at  the  Battle  of  Usk  in 
1405,  when  he  sacked  the  town,  but  met  with  a 
signal  defeat  and  the  loss  of  1500  of  his  men,  besides 
having  his  son  taken  prisoner  by  the  royal  forces 
under  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Henry  V., 
who  was  born  at  Monmouth. 

The  ruins  of  this  fortress  are  of  circular  formation 
on  an  abrupt  eminence  overlooking  the  town.  The 
approach  to  its  walls  is  through  a  doorway  between 
turreted  pillars  from  an  open  space  called  the  Twtn, 

Interrupted  Sights  of  steps  take  the  visitor  to  the 
entrance  door  of  the  area  or  court  240  feet  by  162, 
the  boundary  of  which  is  formed  by  straight  walls 
with  square  and  round  towers  at  intervals. 

The  principal  tower  is  on  the  west  side  of  the 
court,  its  summit  may  be  reached  by  a  winding  stone 
staircase,  and  from  this  eminence  an  extensive  pano- 
ramic view  of  the  surrounding  sylvan  and  cultivated 
country,  backed  by  mountain  ranges  extending  fi'om 
Twyn  Barlwm  mountain  below  NewiDort  on  the  left, 
to  the  Blorenge,  Sugar  Loaf,  Brecon  Beacons,  Holy 
Mountain,  and  the  Graig  Hill  to  the  right,  whilst 
the  town  lies  immediately  beneath  the  hill  on  which 
the  castle  stands,  pleasingly  intersected  with  gardens 
and  orchards,  and  bounded  by  the  meandering  Usk. 
An  agreeable  and  shady  walk  surrounds  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  ruins  and  a  rustic  footpath  leads  to  the 
railway  station. 
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The  name  of  the  founder  of  this  fortress  has  not 
been  ascert<ained,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  castle  liere  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  as 
no  mention  is  made  of  one  in  Doomsday,  but  from 
the  style  of  its  architecture  it  is  conjectured  to  have 
been  built  by  one  of  the  Lords  jSIarchers  about  that 
period,  and  there  is  a  document  which,  from  the 
description,  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  one  did 
exist  here  soon  after  William  obtained  possession  of 
these  realms.  Twrstain  Fitz  Rolfe,  who  was  standard 
bearer  to  the  Conqueror  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  is 
described,  as  holding  certain  lands  between  the  Usk 
and  the  Wye  and  certain  lands  beyond  the  Usk 
which  included  Trelech  as  one  of  its  members.  He 
was  Lord  of  Usk,  and  having  died  without  issue, 
Usk  appears  to  have  been  granted  to  Richard  dc 
Clare,  who  also  came  over  with  the  Conqueror  and 
to  whom  he  was  very  nearly  related.  He  died  in 
lll-i  and  was  succeeded  by  the  two  Gilberts  de 
Clare,  and  Richard  de  Clare,  alias  Strongbow,  the 
conqueror  of  Ireland. 

Richard  Strongbow  held  the  castle  for  some  time 
when  it  was  taken  by  Owen  ap  Jorworth  of  Caer- 
leon.  Isabella,  the  heiress  of  the  last  Richard, 
married  William  de  la  Grace  the  first  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, Earl  of  Chepstow,  and  Lord  Mareschal  of 
England  (William  Marshall,  so  sumamed  from  his 
ofifice),  by  whom  she  had  5  sons  and  5  daughters. 
He  died  in  1219,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  five 
sons,  viz.,  William,  Richard,  Gilbert,  Walter,  and 
Anselm,  who  died  without  issue,  upon  which  the 
property  became  divided  amongst  the  descendants, 
and  Usk  was  awarded  to  Richard  de  Clare,  the  son 
of  Isabella  the  third  sister,  who  married  Richard 
Earl  of  Gloucester. 

Upon  Richard  de  Clare's  death  in  1262,  his  son 
Gilbert,  surnamed  "  The  Red,"  being  under  age,  was 
a  ward  of  the  Crown,  and  on  attaining  his  majority 
he  went  to  law  with  his  mother,  who  claimed  Usk 
as  a  part  of  her  dower.  The  castle  was  taken  by 
Simon  de  Montford  in  1265,  but  three  days  after- 
wards he  waa  driven  out  by  Gilbert  and  Prince 
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Edward,  lie  went  to  Newport  where  lie  demolislied 
the  bridg-e  and  afterwards  escaped  into  Wales. 

Earl  Gilbert  died  in  Monmouth  Castle,  December 
25,  1295,  leaving  a  son  Gilbert,  foui*  years  old,  and 
three  daughters.  His  widow  then  held  the  castle 
of  Usk  as  her  dower.  Gilbert  came  of  age  May  11, 
1313,  but  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  on 
the  24th  June  in  the  following  year,  and,  his  only 
son  having  died  in  infancy,  his  property  was  divided 
between  the  three  sisters.  Upon  the  division,  Usk 
was  awarded  to  the  youngest,  Elizabeth,  who  first 
married  John  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Ulster,  secondly, 
Theobald  de  Verdun,  and  thirdly,  Roger  de  Amory. 
Notwithstanding  her  subsequent  marriages  she  al- 
ways styled  herself  Elizabeth  de  Bui'gh,  the  Lady  of 
Clare.  She  was  compelled  to  exchange  Usk  and 
Caerleon  with  Hugh  I'Despenser,  the  younger,  for 
manors  in  Glamorganshire,  but  not  without  a  very 
solemn  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Lady  Elizabeth. 
Her  third  husband,  Roger  de  Amory,  was  engaged 
with  the  other  barons  in  ravaging  the  estates  of  the 
De  Spensers,  and  being  taken  prisoner  was  sentenced 
to  be  hung,  but  the  king  pardoned  him  on  account  of 
his  former  services,  and  because  he  had  married  his 
niece. 

The  castle  was  seized  by  the  king  in  1322,  and 
given  into  the  custody  of  John  Walwyn,  and  soon 
afterwards  to  Gilbert  Glynkerney,  who  was  ordered 
to  levy  300  men  for  the  king's  service,  and  to  obey 
tlie  orders  of  Hugh  de  Spenser.  On  the  accession  of 
Edward  III,  he  restored  the  estates  to  the  Lady  Eliz- 
abeth, who  survived  her  thi'ee  husbands  and  died  in 
18G0.  Her  only  son,  William  de  Bargh,  having  died 
before  her,  Elizabeth  de  Burgh,  her  granddaughter, 
became  her  heir,  who  at  an  early  age  was  married  to 
Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  son  of  Edward  111. 
Philippa,  their  daughter  and  heiress,  married  Edmund 
de  Mortimer  Earl  of  March,  who  died  in  1382,  leaving 
his  son  Roger  under  age,  the  rightful  heir  to  the 
throne  of  England.  Roger  Mortimer,  4th  Earl  of 
March,  was  born  here  April  11th,  1374,  and  baptised 
the  following  Sunday,  by  Courtney,  Bishop  of  Here- 
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ford;  he  had  for  spousors  the  Abbot  of  Llaodaff,  the 
Abbot  of  Gloucester,  and  the  Prioress  of  Usk.  and 
was  cieclarcd  by  the  pailiament  in  1381  heir  apparent 
to  the  Crown  On  the  26th  July,  1397,  Earl  Roger 
who  was  styled  Lord  of  Usk,  Trelleck,  Llangibby, 
(  aerloou,  Trtduimock,  &c.,  granted  a  charter,  con- 
ferring certain  privileges  on  the  burgesses  of  Usk, 
which  charter  was  confirmed  by  his  son  Edmund. 
Ann,  the  sister  of  Edmund,  married  Richard  Duke  of 
York.  Edmund  being  the  right  heir  to  the  crown 
was  imprisoned  during  the  reign  of  Henry  IV,  but 
Henry  V,  on  his  accession  had  the  generosity  to 
liberate  his  prisoner  and  restore  to  him  his  estates. 

Edmund  de  Mortimer  died  in  1424.  His  widow 
held  the  castle  in  dower,  she  died  in  1432,  -when 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  nepliew  of  Edmund  de  Mor- 
timer succeeded  to  the  castle  and  made  it  his  resi- 
dence, and  his  two  sons  Edward  and  Hichard,  after- 
wards Edward  IV  and  Richard  III,  kings  of  England 
were  born  here. 

William  ap  Thomas  (William  Herbert,  1st  Earl  of 
Pembroke)  and  his  son,  the  2nd  Earl,  were  constables 
of  the  castle,  and  it  seems  probable,  that  the  north 
porch  of  the  church  decorated  with  the  Herbert  badge 
was  erected  by  one  of  them. 

Henry  VII  gave  Usk  to  his  son  Arthur,  Prince  of 
Wales,  upon  whose  death  it  reverted  to  the  crown, 
and  was,  in  1544,  given  to  Queen  Katheriue  Parr  as 
part  of  her  dower.  After  her  death,  Kdward  VI,  on 
the  6th  May,  155<',  granted  it  to  Sir  William  Herbert 
afterwards  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

During  the  reigns  of  Henry  VII  and  VIII,  the 
castle  appears  to  have  been  neglected,  and  in  the  val- 
uation of  the  pi'operty  iu  the  time  of  this  gi'ant  it  was 
stated  to  be  in  a  luinous conditior.  and  worth  nothing 
and  that  the  herbage  of  the  courts  was  claimed  as  a 
perquisite  by  the  steward.  It  continued  in  the  Her- 
l)ert  fi.mily  to  the  drsit!;  of  Philip,  7th  Earl  of  this 
brancli  of  the  Herberts,  and  then  devolved  to  his  only 
daughter  Charlotte,  who  married,  fiist,  John  Lord 
Jeflreys  and,  secondly,  Thomas  Vi.-cou.nt  Windsor; 
their  bou  Herbert  Vibcount  Windsor,  sold  it  to  Valeu- 
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tine  Morris  of  Piercefield,  who  disposed  of  it  to  Lord 
Clive,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  by  the  5th  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  8th  Duke 
of  Beaufort. 


^:# 


Among  the  personages  connected  with  Usk  Castle 
several  namey  are  introduced  and  incidents  casu- 
ally mentioned,  which  should  be  more  fully  de- 
tailed, these  are  the  follo'VNing, — 

GILBERT  DE  CLARE. 
Who  was  created  Earl  of  Pembroke  in  1138,  survived  his 
brother  Walter  Fitz-Richard  de  Clare  (the  founder  of 
Tiutern  Abbey  iu  1131)  uiue  years,  and  was  buried  at  Tintern 
ou  the  6th  January,  1148.  He  was  surnamed  Strongbow,  on 
account  of  his  great  strength  and  skill  in  archery,  and  whose 
arms  were  said  to  be  so  long  that  he  could  touch  his  knees 
when  in  an  erect  position  with  the  palms  of  his  hands.  At 
this  time,  the  successes  in  Wales  of  the  Norman  Knights 
Martiii  de  Terribus  and  Robert  Fitz-Hamon,  who  were  two 
of  the  Lords  Marchers,  created  a  great  sensation  in  England, 
and  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Striguil  and  Lord  Marcher  of 
Pembrokeshire,  who  already  had  a  good  portion  of  territory 
assigned  to  him  was  still  desirous  of  acquiring  more,  and  was 
constantly  presenting  himself  before  Henry  I.  The  king 
being  tired  of  his  importunities,  bestowed  upon  him  all  the 
lands  of  Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn,  Lord  of  Cardigan  iu  case  he 
could  conquer  and  bring  the  country  under.  He  succeeded 
in  doing  so,  and  to  defend  his  usurpation,  erected  the  castles 
of  Aberystwith  and  Kilgerran.  However,  Gilbert  could  not 
hold  these  acqiusitions  in  peace,  for  Owen  (the  son  of 
Cadwgan,  the  clispossessed  chieftain)  raised  some  followers. 
and  laid  wast3  the  possessions  of  De  Clare,  who  thereupon 
carried  his  complaints  to  King  Henry,  who  swearing  that 
terrible  oath  i  hat  they  would  not  leave  one  Welshman  to 
draw  breath,  titraightway  invaded  the  country,  Owen  ap 
Cadwgan  made  his  peace  with  the  king,  but  we  do  not  hear 
how  Gilbert  and  he  settled  their  differences.  GrySyd  ap 
Rhys,  prince  o(  South  Wales,  next  stormed  the  castles  which 
Gilbert  had  been  at  so  much  pains  to  build,  and  put  the 
garrisons  to  the  sword.  Gilbert  left  two  sons  by  his  wife 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walleran,  earl  of  ]\lelent,  Richard 
(surnamed  Strongbow)  and  lialdwyn,  Baldwyn  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Lincoln,  whilst  fighting  on  the  part 
of  King  Stephen. 
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RICHARD    STRONGBOW 

Earl  of  Striguil  and  Lord  of  Pembroke,  conqueror 
of  Ireland,  was  one  of  the  witnesses  in  the  "  solemn  accorde" 
made  in  1153,  between  King  Stephen  and  Henry,  Duke  of 
Normandy,  whereby  the  latter  was  to  succeed  to  the  crown  o£ 
England,  He  was  very  extravagant  and  soon  became  embar- 
rassed, and  to  add  to  his  adverse  foitune  he  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  Henry  II,  on  account  as  some  suppose,  of  his 
favouring  the  Welsh,  with  whom  he  was  more  popular  thaa 
any  other  Norman.  At  the  time  when  Richard  had  the 
dreary  prospect  before  him,  of  ending  his  days  in  one  cC 
his  own  prisons,  an  unexpected  turn  changed  the  aspect  of 
his  affairs.  About  1168.  Dermot  MacMorrough,  ex-king  ia 
Leinster,  appeared  in  South  Wales  with  the  Royal  authority 
to  any  Englibh  subject  to  assist  the  fugitive  prince.  Richard 
Strongbow,  uncertain  as  to  the  wishes  of  his  sovereign^, 
delayed  his  journey  to  Ireland  to  assist  Dermot  until  he- 
made  application  to  Henry,  who  gave  an  evasive  reply. 
However,  the  Lord  Marcher  of  Pembroke  embarked  with  & 
reinforcement  of  twelve  hundred  knights  and  archers,  and 
reached  the  Irish  shores,  1170.  He  married  Eva,  daughter- 
of  Dermot,  and  thereby  became  possessed  of  the  province  of 
Leinster.  He  died  in  Dublin,  May  1177,  and  left  an  onlj 
child,  Isabel,  who  remained  ward  to  tie  king  of  England 
fourteen  years,  and  was  then  given  in  marriage  to  WilUaax> 
de  la  Grace  Lord  Mareschal  of  England.  She  died  March  9"^ 
1221,  leaving  five  sous,  and  was  buried  at  Tintern. 
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The  Priory  and  its  Founders. 

The  original  building  was  commenced  by  Gilbert 
de  Clare,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  surnamed  Strono;bo"W, 
who  died  in  1148.  The  pedigree  of  the  founders  is 
as  follows: — Richard  Fitzgilbert,  haK  brother  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  with  whom  he  came  to 
England,  obtained  large  possessions  in  difierent 
counties,  and,  being  Lord  of  Clare  in  Suffolk,  was 
called  Richard  de  Clare.  He  was  a  very  young  man 
at  the  conquest  and  a  great  friend  of  William's. 
He  married  Rohais,  daughter  of  Walter  Giffard, 
Earl  of  Buckingham.  Richai'd  Fitz  Guilbert,  or 
Richard  de  Clare,  died  1114,  and  left  issue  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz.,  Guilbert  Fitz  Richard, 
sometimes  called  Richard  de  Tonbridge;  2,  Robert; 

3,  Walter  de  Clare,  the  founder  of  Tintern  Abbey; 

4,  Richard,  Abbot  of  Ely  ;  and  5,  Robert  de  Dem- 
mon.  Guilbert  left  issue,  Richard  de  Clare  (eldest 
son)  Earl  of  Hereford,  who  married  Christiana, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Chester,  and  left  issue  from 
whom  the  De  Clares,  Eai'ls  of  Hertford  and  Glouces- 
ter sprung.  Gilbert  de  Clare  (second  son)  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  surnamed  Strongbow,  also  Earl  of  Chep- 
stow or  Striguil,  had  large  possessions  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, and  commenced  the  Priory  at  Usk  ;  he 
married  Isabella  de  Bellemont,  daughter  of  Robert, 
Earl  of  Mellent  in  Normandy,  and  left  issue ;  he 
died  in  1148,  and  was  buried  with  his  wife  in  Tintern 
Abbey.  Walter  de  Clare  (third  son)  was  Lord  of 
Caerwent.  Richard  de  Clare  (son  of  Gilbert)  sur- 
named like  his  father  Strongbow,  was  Earl  of 
Striguil  or  Chepstow  and  Lord  of  Raglan,  and 
having  property  in  Usk,  was  most  likely  the  Lord 
of  Usk  castle  and  manor ;  he  finished  the  Priory  at 
Usk  and  granted  a  charter.  By  his  charter,  granted 
before  he  started  on  his  expedition  to  Ireland  in 
1169,  "  The  nuns  used  to  pray  for  Richard  de  Clare 
and    his    father    Gilbert,    their    founders."      This 
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Richard  was  celebrated  for  his  battles  in  Ireland  ;  ho 
man-ied  Eva,  daugliter  of  Derniot  MacMorough, 
King  of  Leinster.  He  died  in  Dublin  in  1177,  and 
was  buried  in  Christchurch,  Dublin,  where  his  effigy 
lies  with  an  inscription  above  it.  He  left  an  only 
daughter,  Isabel,  who  married  William  Marshall, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  The  Priory  was  occupied  by 
five  Benedictine  nuns,  and,  in  the  valuation  of  tho 
estates  of  the  Priory  at  the  dissolution,  the  nun3 
claimed  an  allowance  of  6d.  a  year  paid  by  them  to 
a  priest  for  praying  for  the  soul  of  Dr.  Adam  and 
"  the  rynging  of  his  mynd  every  yere."  An  apart- 
ment on  the  first  floor  was  ornamented  with  thirty 
devices,  representing  emblazoned  coats  of  arms, 
probably  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  founders. 
At  the  dissolution  Elen  Williams  was  the  Lady 
Prioress.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  disposed 
of  the  property  to  Mr.  Thomas  Watkins,  who  had 
the  old  structui'e  pulled  down,  and  the  present  house 
built  in  1869.  The  style  of  architecture  has  been 
partly  preserved  The  entrance  to  the  Priory 
grounds  is  through  an  arched  portal  at  the  church- 
yard gate  in  the  Anglo-Norman  style  of  architec- 
ture.    The  present  occupier  is  Lieut.-Gen.  Barnard. 

The  Rev.  S.  C  Baker,  vicar  of  Usk,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cardiff 
Naturalists  Society  held  at  Usk  on  the  2nd  of  July 
1884,  read  the  following  paper  on  the  Pi-iory  : — "  It  is 
not  unusual  to  find  the  name  of  "  Prior  y  "  given  to 
some  modem  residence  with  something  of  the  monastic 
style  about  it,  but  with  no  traditions  or  history  to  give  it 
a  right  to  that  name.  This  is  certainly  not  the  case 
with  the  pretty  but  comparatively  modern  residence — 
named  the  "Priory"  at  Usk.  A  monastery 
undoubtedly  existed  here  up  to  the  time  of  the 
Dissolution  when  some  600  "  religious  houses  "  were 
suppressed  throughout  the  Kingdomby  Henry  VIII. 
Usk  Priory  had  then  to  endure  its  full  share  in  the 
general  confiscation,  and  now  for  three  and  a  half 
centuries  it  has  been  in  lay  hands  with  a  history 
independent  of  its  monastic  antecedents,  of  which 
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last  chiefly  I  wisli  to  say  a  few  words.  The 
very  position  of  the  Priory  might  claim  for  it  a  priori 
an  ecclesiastical  origin.  It  is  in  direct  juxta  position 
to  the  church  of  St.  Mary's  which  may  be  said  to 
stand  in  the  Priory  grounds,  and  whose  sacred  walls 
form  the  northern  boundary  of  these  grounds.  The 
original  chancel  or  choir  of  the  church,  and  all  east- 
ward of  the  tower,  once  stood  on  what  is  now  part 
of  the  Priory  garden  and  probably  a  south  transept 
or  left  arm  of  the  cross  extended  laterally  over  a  part 
of  the  same.  The  grounds  seem  indeed  to  have  once 
■formed  a  consecrated  precinct  of  the  Norman  Church, 
Burial  grounds  in  almost  all  churchyards,  perhaps 
'from  superstitious  motives,  were  at  first  on  the  south 
■and  west  sides  of  the  church  and  only  when  these 
were  full  was  the  north  side  had  recourse  to.  But 
Usk  churchyard  is  and  has  been  for  some  centuries 
an  exception.  Here  the  burial  ground  is  wholly  on 
the  north  side  of  the  church,  and  the  presumption 
would  be  that  ages  ago  the  south  or  Priory  side  had 
been  used  for  interments.  I  have  myself  seen  the 
most  distinct  indications  of  sepulture  there,  which 
might  have  arisen  either  from  the  ground  being 
consecrated  to  that  object,  or  from  intramural  burials 
under  the  south  transept,  if  such  there  ever  was. 
"These  considerations  alone  would  give  to  the  Priory 
the  character  of  an  ecclesiastical  institution,  and 
rthe  noble  arched  entrance  or  lodge  of  the 
Priory,  near  the  present  churchyard  gate,  seems 
formerly  to  have  been  the  approach  to  the  old  church 
ais  well  as  to  the  Priory,  indeed  it  might  have  been 
considered  as  bearing  the  character  of  a  massive 
magnificent  lich-gate.  But  the  conventual 
<;haracter  of  the  Usk  Priory  is  not  left  to  be  a  matter 
of  conjecture,  it  is  placed  beyond  all  question,  not 
only  by  tradition,  but  by  documentary  evidence  that 
lias  come  to  light,  and  from  which  its  origin  may  be 
traced  back  to  the  middle  of  the  12th  century.  At 
the  dissolution,  temp,  Henry  VIII,  it  had  enjoyed  an 
existence  as  a  monastery  for  about  300  years. 
Dugdale  in  his  "  Monasticon  Anglicanum  "  discovers 
-a  distinct  mention  made  in  the  year  1236  of  a  Priory 
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at  Uske  for  five  Benedictine  nuns,  which  had  then 

been   some   time   in    existence.     There    is    also    a 

valuation  of  the  temporalities  of  this  Priory  in  Pope 

Nicholas'  taxation  dated  A.D.    1291.     Thirty  years 

later  the  advowson  of  the  Priory  -with  the  hospitiuni 

^Yspytty)  of  Usk  was  granted  by  Edward  II  to  one 

■fiugh   Spenser.     These   and    other    indications    or 

•landmarks  quoted  in  the  Monasticon  show  that  tho 

Priory  at  Usk  had  an  existence  and  continuance  for 

^at  least  three  centuries  before  its  suppression.     But 

^we  find  an  intimation  supplied  in  its  last  moments 

■"discloses  a  much  eai'lier  date.     In  order  to  cany  out 

Ulie  process  of  spoliation  or  impropriation,   it  was 

:n.ecessary  to  make  a  valuation  of  the  net  income  of 

"each  monastery  that  was  suppressed.      A  copy  of 

"^bat  for  Uske  is  preserved  in  M.S.,  in  the  office  of 

"**  First  fruits."     This  document  purports  to  be  "  The 

Xrue  reckoning  of  all  the  rents  of  Assize,  Demesne, 

Lands,   Tythings,    Oblations,   Offerings    and   of   all 

«ther  commodities.     Issues    and    Profits,    one  year 

with    another    belonging    or    appertaining    to    the 

Monastery  or  Prioiy  of  Uske."     The  Receipts  are 

fi-om  Rents  and  tythings  of  every  sort  of  produce 

•and  among  other  items  are  offerings  to  the  images  in 

the  Parish  Chuixh  of  Usk  Is  2d.     Also  offerings  in 

"the    Chapels    of    St.      Radegand     and    St.     Mary 

Magdalene,    Is    8d   and  Is    3d  respectively.     These 

•offerings  were  carried  into  the  general  funds  of  the 

Priory,  which,  "  one  year  with  another,"  made  up 

the  sum  in  gross  of  £69  9s  8^d.     But  against  this 

are  set  the  "deductions,"  £14  5s  3d,  which  include 

ai  pension  to  a  former    Prioress  and    payment  for 

prayer  to  be  offered  for  the  dead  "  in  the    Parish 

Chui-ch  of  Uske."     It  is  in  this  latter  entry  we  find 

the  intimation  which  helps  us  with  almost  certainty 

to  fix  the  date  when   the  Priory  was  founded — for 

"there  is   an  item  of  £1,  to  be  expended   annually 

**  upon    Sherethursday     in   almes    to    pray   for  the 

Founders — viz..    Sir  Richard  de  Clare,   Sir   Gilbert 

his    son    Earles    of  the    Marches" — and   for    other 

'descendants  and  benefactors.     Now  this  first-named 

founder,  Sir  Richard  de  Clare,  was  none  other  than 


22  THE    PRIORY   AND   ITS    FOUNDERS. 

the  ■well-known  Strongbow,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Lord  of  Striguil,  memorable  in  history  for  his  ill- 
received  successes  in    Ireland,    which    excited    the 
jealousy  of  his  Sovereign  Henry  II.     Both  Richard 
the   father    and     Gilbert   the    son    are    named    as 
Founders   and   to   be   prayed    for    as    such.      But 
Richard's  father  was  also  named  Gilbert,  and  must 
not    be    confounded     with     Gilbert    his    son    and 
successor.      His  uncle,  Walter  de   Clare,   was   the 
Founder  of  Tintern  Abbey  ;  and  so  he  and  his  son  were 
but  following  the  family  penchant  for  abbey  build- 
ing when  they  founded  the   Priory  at  Usk.      This 
incidental  entry,  made  about  1535,  places  the  date 
and    completion   of  the  Priory  in   the   lifetime   o£ 
Richard  and  Gilbert  de  Clare,  i.e.,  about  the  middle 
of   the    12th  century — or    perhaps,     (as   has    been 
observed)   it  may  have  been  begun  by  the   father 
(1148)  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  and  completed 
by  the  son  when  the  Charter  was  granted,  1169,  in 
the  time  of  Henry  II.     Thus  we  have  in  the  Usk 
Priory   a  very  ancient  and   interesting  foundation. 
It  possessed  considerable   Church  patronage.     At  a 
very  early  period  the  Prioress  and  Convent  had  six 
livings  in   their  gift,    among  which   were  Raglan, 
Llanbaddock,  and  Usk.    A  watermill  in  Llanbaddock 
is  more  than  once   alluded  to.     This  is    no   doubt, 
what  to  this  day  is  called  the  "  Prioress  Mill,"  about 
a  mile  from  Usk,  in  the  village  of  Rhadyr.     At  the 
dissolution    the     last     Prioress    was    Dame    Ellen 
Williams,  but  her  predecessor  was  then  living  and 
enjoying  from  the  Priory  a  pension  of  £7  a  year  in 
money,  and  "  for  her  mete  and  drynke."     Now  as  to 
the  last  scene  of  all.     It  was  ten   years    after   its 
dissolution,  1546,    that  one    Roger   Williams,    not 
scrupling  to  hold  confiscated  property,  made  a  bid 
"to   the  King's    Highness,"    Edward   VI.,   for   the 
whole  of  the  "  lands,  messuages,  &c.   (including  the 
watermill),"  that  had  belonged  to    the  Priory.      I 
can't  say   how  much  he  gave  for  it,   but   he   was 
permitted  to  purchase,  with  the  reservation  it  seems, 
that  the  tythes,  patronage,  parsonages,  and  spiritual 
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promotion  were  not  to  be  included,  but  separately 
sold.  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  howevei*,  could  not  be 
content  without  possessing  the«e  also.  About  three 
years  later  he  joined  with  a  London  friend,  Mr 
Thomas  Marsh,  in  buying  up  all  the  tythes, 
advowsons,  offerings,  and  rights  that  had  belonged 
and  appertained  to  the  Prioiy  of  Usk  at  the  time  of 
the  dissolution.  Edward  VI.  had  then  come  to  the 
throne,  and  that  young  Sovereign,  with  the  advice  of 
his  "  very  dear  uncle  and  councillor,  Edward  Duke 
of  Somerset,"  granted  this  for  the  sum  of 
£931  2s  llfd.  Thus  the  Priory,  with  its 
purtenances  and  privileges,  temporal  and  spii-itual, 
became  entirely  and  ultimately  a  lay  possession,  and 
has  continued  so  for  the  last  338  years.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  century,  Coxe,  who  pictui'es 
its  porch,  found  it  degenerated  into  a  farm  house, 
with  some  small  remains  of  the  Priory.  It 
had  been  sold,  not  long  before,  by  the 
descendants  of  Roger  Williams,  of  Llangibby,  to 
one  "Alderman  Haley,"  then  recently  deceased. 
But,  though  so  secularized,  there  were 
remnants  even  then  of  its  former  grandeur,  for  Coxe 
describes  "  the  frieze  of  the  ceiling  "  of  an  apartment 
on  the  first  floor,  decorated  with  thirty  emblematical 
devices  and  emblazoned  arms,  probably  the  coats  of 
benefactors.  These,  while  the  Priory  was  possessed 
by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  were  moved  to  Cefntilla. 
The  subsequent  history  for  the  last  fifty  years  is 
known  to  many  inhabitants  of  Usk.  It  was 
purchased  and  restored  by  the  late  Mr  Watkins,  of  High 
Mead,  whose  son  is  the  present  proprietor,  from 
whom  it  has  been  rented  successively  by  Mr 
Lawi'ence,  of  Llangibby  Castle,  the  present  Sir 
William  Heathcote,  and  the  present  tenant  General 
Barnard, 
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of  St.  Maiy  is  in  proximity  to  the  Priory. 
Mr.  Freeman  in  his  remarks  upon  this  edifice 
says : — "  The  fii'st  thing  which  must  strike  every 
one  is  the  situation  of  the  tower  ;  it  is  now  at 
the  east  end,  but  no  doubt  it  originally  formed  the  ■ 
centre  of  the  building."  This  is  no  doubt  correct, 
for  from  the  Priory  garden,  the  marks  of  the  roof 
are  plainly  discernible.  It  was  attached  to  the  Priory 
of  Nuns,  founded  by  Earl  Richard  de  Clare,  and  waa 
both  a  conventual  and  parochial  church.  The  origi- 
nal  tower  was  very  massive,  and  the  upper  part  as 
it  at  present  stands  was  an  addition  of  the  15th  cen- 
tury. In  the  upper  story,  which  has  been  added,  is 
a  window  with  a  rounded  arch,  which  gives  it  th» 
appearance  of  Norman,  it  was  not  so,  but  the  erectors 
had  the  good  taste  to  keep  in  character  with  the  rest 
of  the  building.  It  appeared  to  be  a  conventual  Noi'- 
man  Church  of  thel2  century;  in  the  13th  century  the 
nave  was  rebuilt ;  in  the  15th  century  the  aisle  was 
recast  and  other  arrangements  took  place.  Some  of 
the  doorways  in  the  priory  corresponded  with  the 
architecture  of  those  in  the  church.  In  1844,  the 
church  underwent  great  alterations,  by  which  344 
additional  seats  were  obtained.  The  plan  of  the  seats 
prior  to  the  alteration  is  to  be  seen  in  the  vestry.. 
At  the  time  of  the  alteration  a  gallery  extending  a- 
long  the  north  side  of  the  church  and  intercepting 
the  light  from  the  windows  was  taken  down,  and  a 
wing  for  the  reception  of  the  organ  in  a  gallery  near 
the  roof  was  added.  At  the  same  time  a  wall  at  the 
east  end  was  demolished,  which  disclosed  to  view  the- 
four  Norman  arches,  with  the  corbe's  and  groinings, 
which  liuw  ioriu  the  chancel.  At  the  Easter  Vestry 
Meeting  1875  at  my  suggestion  a  resolution  was 
passed  to  remove  the  organ  gallery  and  place  the 
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organ  in  its  present  position,  as]  the  lartre  west- 
window  was  entirely  concealed  by  the  organ,  which 
darkened  that  part  of  the  church,  and  the  deep 
gallery  in  which  it  stood  rendered  almost  useless  a 
number  of  seats  beneath  it.  The  removal  of  the 
organ  and  gallery  opened  out  the  window  and  brought 
into  use  those  seats  which  are  now  well  situated  for 
hearing  the  service. 


The  Puzzling    Brass    Plate. 

Affixed  to  the  basement  of  the  carved  screen  and 
near  the  pulpit,  is  a  brass  plate  20  inches  long  by  3 
broad,  inscribed  in  antique  characters,  having  in  some 
of  the  words  two  letters  running  into  each  other, 
which  has  excited  the  attention  of  the  learned,  not 
only  in  determining  the  explanation,  but  the  lan- 
guage of  which  it  is  composed :  by  one  it  has  been 
considered  to  denote  the  long  residence  of  the  Romans 
in  these  parts ;  by  another  to  be  the  epitaph  on  a 
professor  of  astronomy  and  head  of  the  college  of 
philosophy  at  Caerleon  ;  some  have  supposed  the  lan- 
guage to  be  a  mixture  of  Latin  and  early  English  ; 
and  Mr.  Owen  says  the  language  is  a  dialect  used  in 
the  15th  century;  Mr.  Evans,  a  learned  vicar  of  St. 
Woollos,  N'ewport,  and  Mr.  Owen,  the  author  of  the 
British  Dictionary,  consider  the  inscription  to  have 
been  sepulchral;  whilst  the  Rev.  Wm.  Evans,  the 
late  vicar  of  Usk,  a  Welshman  by  birth,  considei'ed 
the  language  to  be  a  corrupt  dialect  of  Gwent  and 
Morganwg;  and  Mr.  Wakeman,  at  an  Antiquarian 
Meeting  held  at  Usk,  on  the  5th  of  Aagust,  1856, 
said ;  "  It  may  appear  presumptuous  on  his  part  to 
lay  his  interpretation  before  them  when  so  many 
had  failed  to  make  it  out  or  gave  a  very  different 
meaning  to  it.  Dr.  Owen  Pugh  makes  it  out  to  be 
a  monumental  inscription,*  but,  if  so,  it  appeared 
sti-ange  that  no  name  should  be  mentioned.     The 
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Characters   are  of  Henry   Ill's  reign  in  the  13th 
century," 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  give  the  inscription  as 
near  as  possible,  the  words  are  as  follows,  and 
attached  thereto  I  give  the  different  versions : — 

A  copy  of  it  appears  in   Gough's  Camden,  vol.  iv. 
p.  115.     From  Harris  it  reads  : — 
Nole  clode  yrethrode  yar  lleyn  aduocade  Uawn  hade  Uandeyn 
Abaruour  bede  breynt  a  pile  ty  n  ev  aro  ty  hauabe, 
SetifE  suu  o  eir  mm  a  seadam  yske  eval  huske 
Deke  kummode  doctor  Kymmen  llena  loc  i  Uawn  oleue. 

Thus  translated : — 

"  Mark  this  object  of  fame  to  the  disgrace  of  the  blade  ; 
Were  he  not  cover'd,  Loudon  would  be  in  difficulty. 
Then  let  us  consecrate  the  grave  of  Briaut  the  son  of  Llydd, 
Who  in  judgment  was  an  elder; 
Solomon,  profound  of  word  was  he  ; 
And  the  sod  of  Isca  his  bed  of  sleep  ! 
Ardently  he  would  reconcile  the  eloquent,  and  the  wise  , 
The  clergy  and  the  laity  would  be  fully  illumined." 

REV.  W.  COXE,  IN  HIS  HISTORICAL  TOUR. 

(The  old  Welsh  to  be  read  letter  for  letter) 
Noleclode yrertrode yar  lleynadvocade llawnhade  Uandeyn 
A  Barnon  rhede  breynta  paitrse  ty  nevaro  ty  havaile 
Seliil  swunoeir  eiun  a  se  Adam  Uske  eval  kuske 
Ue  ya  loed  i  Hawu  oleue  Deke  Kummode  doctor  Kymmen. 

(Explanation  in  modern  Welsh  as  it  would  be  written) 

Yno  le  cloddai  yr  ethrodiar  lleyn  Advocad  Uawn  had  Uundeyn 
A  Baruon  ar  hyd  breintiau  prentrau  Ty'  Nevaro  ty  Havalie 
Selif  synwyr  senn  y  sydd  oddiam  Uske  y  rel  Cyseal 
Deg  cymmod,  doctor  cymmen,  He  bo  Hoe  ei  Uawn  o  leuen. 

(The  close  translation  with  the  original  idiom  is) 

In  that  place  was  buried  the  teacher,  Lord,  learned,  Advo- 
cate, of  full  competency  of  London  and  Baron  of  the  liberties 
of  the  Villages  of  Ty'  Nevero  ty  Havalie,  a  Solomon  of  dis- 
creet counsel  around  Usk  as  far  as  sleep  ten  commots,  au 
eloquent  Doctor  where  the  moon  has  her  full  lustres. 

HBV.  MR.  EVANS,    VICAR  OF  ST.  WOOLLOS,  NEWPORT. 

"In  that  place  was  buried  the  teacher,  lord,  learnod. 
Advocate  of  full  competency,  of  London  ;  and  baron  of  the 
Uberties  of  the  villages  of  Ty'Nevaro  ty  Havalie  A  Solomon 
of  discreet  counsel,  around  Usk,  so  far  as  sleep  ten  commots, 
ffn  eloc|;uda't  doctof  where  the  tdoon  has  her  ta\l  lustres." 
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Mr.  OWEN,  AUTHOB  OF  THE  BKITI8H  DICTIONARY. 

"  Ah,  behold  the  grave  of  the  great  teacher  is  the  sod  of 
the  Vale  !  When  a  battle  took  place.  London  felt  embar- 
raised,  and  the  song  of  the  bards  of  ancient  lore,  and  their 
joy,  all  vanish  through  his  death  ;  He  who  was  like  Solomon, 
prufound  of  word,  on  Isca's  banks  his  couch  of  sleep  !  Fairly 
the  eloquent  doctor  r.  conciled  disputes  :  Clergy  and  laity 
were  fully  enlightened  by  him." 

REV.  WM.  EVANS,  B.  D.,  VICAU  OF  USK. 

"  There  will  be  praise  in  after  times  to  this  spot,  on  account 
of  this  distinguished  man.  A  counsellor  fraught  with  stores 
of  learning,  the  fruits  of  a  London  education.  As  magistrate 
he  secured  to  those  around  him  peace,  which  fills  with  her 
blessings  the  wide  expanse  of  our  heavenly  home.  Noted 
also  as  an  astrologer,  Seliff  lies  in  silken  slumbers  here  in 
Usk.  In  quarrels  amongst  his  neighbours  the  worthy  doctor 
was  Iways  found  a  successful  arbitrator  :  nor  could  he  who 
sought  from  him  instruction  fail  to  be  fully  enlightened." 

MR.  THOMAS  WAKEMAN. 

"  The  intention  of  this  stone  of  separation  is  to  mark  the 
legal  decision  of  the  gift  to  the  prioress.  She  and  her  house- 
hold will  rejoice  So  Adam  is  a  Solomon  in  intellect  and 
reposes  in  Usk,  and  the  liberties  of  Ty-navaroandTy-havabe, 
and  he  is  bright  as  the  moon  and  full  of  light.  Equitably 
did  the  eloquent  sage  settle  the  dispute" 

Mr.  Wakeman  observed  that  this  Dr.  Adam  was  a  well 
known  character,  generally  known  as  Adam  Gwent,  and  was 
the  progenitor  of  a  great  many  families  in  this  county,  and 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  the  date  assigned  by  Mr. 
Freeman  to  the  first  alteration  of  the  church.  Adam  Gwent 
was  the  steward  to  the  last  Welsh  lords  of  Caerleou,  and 
appears  to  have  held  a  similar  situation  under  the  Marshals, 
and  therefore  a  likely  person  to  be  called  upon  to  arbitrate  in 
this  dispute  In  the  valuation  of  the  estates  of  the  Priory  at 
the  dissolution,  the  nuns  claimed  an  allowance  of  6d,  a  year 
paid  by  them  to  a  priest  for  praying  for  the  soul  of  Dr.Adam 
and  "  the  ryngiug  of  bis  myud  every  yere" 
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Roger    Edwards' 
Charity. 


The  founder  of  these  schools  was  one  Roger 
Edwards,  who  resided  at  Alltabilla,  about  three 
miles  distant  from  Usk,  in  the  parish  of  Liang wm 
Ucha,  and  was  proprietor  of  that  and  considerable 
other  property  in  Llangwm,  Llangeview,  and  neigh- 
bouring parishes.  He  names  in  his  will  three 
nephews — Walter  Williams,  William  James,  and 
Jenkin  Williams.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1621,  he, 
by  deed,  which  was  enrolled  in  the  year  1627, 
constituted  three  distinct  charities,  the  funds  for  the 
maintenance  of  which  were  to  be  received  from 
certain  land  specifically  appropriated  to  each  of  the 
three  charities.  They  were  each  to  be  administered 
by  the  same  trustees.  One  of  these  charities,  which 
is  now  called  the  "  Usk  Bi-anch,"  had  assigned  to  it 
landed  estates  at  Llanbaddoc  and  Raglan,  at  present 
amounting  to  285  acres.  This  branch  inchides  the 
free  school,  which  he  directed  to  be  established,  and 
certain  Idcal  doles.  The  second  branch,  called  the 
"  Alms-house  Branch  "  of  the  Charity,  had 
appropriated  to  it  nearly  397  aci'es  of  land.  This 
branch,  includes  the  alms-house  at  Coedcwnnwr. 
The  third  branch,  now  called  the  "  Country  or  Tyr- 
y-lay  Branch,"  had  assigned  to  it  47  acres  of  land. 
Roger  Edwards  made  a  will,  dated  January  18, 1622, 
confirming  what  he  had  done  by  deed,  and  this  will 
was  pi'oved  at  Llandaif,  2.3rd  of  February,  1036. 
Ml  Roger  Edwards  died  on  the  28tli  March,  162-i. 
The  charity  does  not  seem  to  have  commenced  very 
successfully,  for  in  the  year  1663,  or  twenty-seven 
years  after  it  was  in  operation,  it  made  an  appear- 
ance in  Chancery,  and  a  commission  was  issued, 
under  the  great  seal,  to  enquire  into,  and  to  correct 
abuses  in  its  management.  The  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  correct  what  could  have  been  ascertained 
in  a  few  houi's,  is  still  a  cuiiosity  on  account  of  its 


size,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  round-about  way 
of    lawyers  to  do  very  simple  acts.     Out  of    nine 
trustees  at  that  time,  five  were  named  Rumsey,  and 
three  were  named  Morgan.     From  the  year  1663  to 
the  year  1772,  there  seems  to  be  nothing  known  of 
the    ;  dministration   of    the    charity.     In   the   year 
1700,  the  rents  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £123  Os.  8d. 
The   schoolmaster   then   received    £30    a   year,   his 
house  was  valued  at  £6  a  year,  and  an  "  Oxford  " 
scholar  received  £5.     The  receiver  of  rents  was  paid 
£2.     This  was  the  only  charge  for  the  management, 
and  there  were  no  law  costs.     The  47  acres  at   Tyr- 
y-lay  were  then  let  at  £6  13s.  lid.  a  year.     In  1772, 
the  charity  was   again  in  the   Court  of  Chancery, 
and  there  it  remained  until  the  year  1862      All  the 
Chancery  proceedings  to    that    date,    were    supple- 
mental   to    the     information     of    year    1772.       It 
should  be  understood  that,  under  the  trust,  there 
was  to  be  a  free  school  maintained,  for  a  sufficient 
learned  master,  and  for  the  education  and  teaching 
of   children.     The    extent    of    the    learning   of    the 
master,   and  the  character    of    the  teaching  to   be 
given  in  the  school,  were  indicated  by  a  provision 
for  the  payment  by  the  trustees  of  £5  yearly,  to  be 
paid  to  "  one  poor  scholar  who  should  be  ready  to 
depart  from  the  said  fi-ee  school,  and  fit  to  go  to 
study  at  the   University  of  Oxford,  to  help  him  for 
his   admittance   and  charges    thither."     No  person 
could  change  the  destination  of  the  property.     The 
trustees  had  only  one  duty  to  perform,  and  that  was 
to  sustain   a  grammar  school,  and  so  far  as  there 
were  means   provided,  to  execute  the  trust.     About 
the  year   1812,   there  was  established    in    Usk,   by 
voluntary  subscription,  a  Lancasterian  school.     The 
trustees,    also,    endeavoui-ed    to    support    a   writing 
school,  and  in  the  year  1811,  they  sought  to  obtain 
a  decree  of  the   Court  of  Chancery  to  sanction  its 
maintenance,    but    no    order    to    this    effect    was 
obtained.     In  1826,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Williams  was 
appointed  master  of  the  grammar   school,   and  he 
held  the  appointment  for  about  fourteen  years.     T  he 
grammar  school  was  then  flourishing,  and  he  had  in 
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the  house  he  then  rented — the  Prioiy — twenty 
boarders.  In  1843,  the  trustees  declared  that  an 
experiment  to  unite  the  mastership  of  the  grammar 
school  and  writing  school  had  failed,  and  decided 
that  the  school  should  be  brought  back  to  its  former 
and  long-established  constitution  of  a  grammar  and 
writing  school  in  separate  schools  with  the  following 
alterations  : — That  the  grammar  master  should  have 
the  tuition  of  not  exceeding  thirty  boys,  and,  if 
required,  they  should  be  instructed  in  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  classics,  and  the 
master  should  be  allowed  to  take  private  pupils,  and 
if  a  clergyman  also  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the 
almshouse.  The  writing  master  to  instruct  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  the  elements  of  arithmetic,  as 
many  of  the  children  of  the  privileged  parishes,  as 
the  trustees  should  at  any  time  airect,  in  the  school- 
room lately  used  as  a  National  School.  The  Rev.  J. 
P.  R.  Shepard  continued  master  of  the  grammar 
school,  and  on  the  8th  of  November  Mr.  William 
Whitmore  was  appointed  master  of  the  writing 
school.  In  1850  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wrenford  was 
appointed  master  of  the  grammar  school.  In  1860, 
the  master  of  the  grammar  school  received  £60  a 
year,  and  a  house,  in  which,  if  he  had  any  child  or 
daughter,  he  would  have  had  no  room  in  which  he 
could  put  a  boarder,  and  the  room  which  he  could 
so  use  was  a  very  small  one.  He  could  take  no 
boarders  if  he  had  a  family  of  his  own.  Externally, 
his  house  had  a  neat  appearance ;  internally,  it  had 
no  accommodation  for  boarders.  The  school-room, 
detached  from  the  house,  was  cold,  ill-furnished, 
nasty,  and  wanting  in  every  accommodation.  It 
had  every  defect  of  ventilation  and  comfort  which 
the  most  ingenious  architect  could  have  contrived 
for  the  punishment  of  the  children.  The  writing 
school  master  received  also  £60  a  year.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  school  was  a  girls'  elementary  school ; 
but  the  mistress  of  this  school  received  no  fixed 
salary,  and  depended  on  the  pence  of  the  girls,  and 
a  voluntary  subscription  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Usk,  for  her  support.     This  aubscription 
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varied  in  amount,  from  £10  to  £24  in  each  year, 
and  the  pence  money  of  both  schools  to  about  £24 
a  year.  The  total  income,  therefore,  of  the  master 
of  the  writing  school  and  of  his  wife,  the  mistress, 
was  about  £100  a  year,  and  a  house.  The  master  of 
the  grammar  school  received  £G0  a  year  and  house, 
and  certain  quarterly  payments  from  the  scholars. 
In  this  year,  a  new  deed  for  the  appointment  of 
trustees  was  executed.  The  parties  to  the  deed  who 
conveyed  the  estates  were  Mr.  Nicholl,  who  was 
appointed  in  1808  ;  Mr  Williams,  of  Llangibby 
Castle,  who  was  appointed  in  the  year  1821 ;  and 
the  Rev.  Fowell  Jones,  who  became  a  trustee  in  1842. 
They  were  the  surviving  trustees.  Seven  other  new 
trustees  were  appointed  by  them,  four  of  whom  were 
clergymen.  On  the  20th  of  November,  1860,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  an  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  depute  an 
inspector  to  report  on  the  state  of  the  charities,  and 
to  establish  a  new  scheme.  By  the  4th  section  of 
the  Act  of  1860,  the  Commissioners  were  authorised, 
on  the  application  of  the  trustees  of  a  charity,  or 
the  majority  of  the  trustees,  when  the  income  is 
above  £50,  to  make  such  orders  as  might  be  made 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  establishment  of 
a  scheme  for  the  administration  of  charity,  and  to 
exercise  other  powers.  Application  was  made  in 
the  September  following  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
Mr.  Martin  was  sent  down  as  an  inspector.  He  had 
evidence  publicly  given  him  of  the  state  of  the 
charity,  and  liimself  visited  the  alms-houses,  and 
inspected  part  of  the  estates.  Any  person  who 
desired  to  say  anything  to  him  was  fully  heard. 
Finally,  a  scheme  was  passed. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1862,  Thomas  Falconer,  Esq.,- 
William  Henry  Nicholl,  Esq.,  Rev.  Stephen  Cattley 
Baker,  Rev.  Arthur  Williams,  Rev.  William  Price, 
Daniel  Esbuiy  Partridge,  Esq.,  Iltyd  Nicholl,  Esq., 
and  the  Rev.  John  Powell  Jones,  the  then  trustees, 
made  an  application  in  writing  to  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  a  new  scheme  for  the  government  of 
*.he  charity,  which  was  framed  and  received  the  seal 


32  ROGER  EBWARDS'   CHARITY. 

of  the  Board  on  the  7th  of  November.  In  this 
revised  scheme  it  was  ordered  "  That  in  future  there 
should  be  fourteen  trustees,  who  shall  be  fit  and 
competent  persons  resident  in  the  parish  of  Usk  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  church  thereof."  Any 
trustee  who  ceased  to  reside  as  above,  or  who  shall 
not  have  attended  any  meeting  of  the  trustees 
during  a  consecutive  period  of  two  years,  shall  cease 
to  be  a  trustee,  and  a  new  trustee  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  other  trustees,  but  the  appointment  shall  not 
be  valid  until  the  same  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
Commissioner*!.  "  That  for  the  purposes  of  this 
scheme  the  charity  shall  be  divided  into  three 
branches,  to  be  called  respectively,  '  The  Usk 
Branch,'  '  The  Almshouse  Branch,'  and  '  The 
Country  Branch,'  and  separate  and  full  accounts 
shall  be  kept  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
trustees  in  respect  to  each  branch  of  the  Charity, 
which  accounts  shall  be  examined  and  passed 
annually  at  the  December  meeting  and  signed  by 
the  trustees  the  present  "  The  scheme  sets  forth  the 
proportion  to  be  appropriated  to  each  branch,  the 
appointment  of  grammar  master,  the  admission  of 
scholars,  and  the  election  of  alms  people.  By 
Clauses  xii.,  xiii.,  xiv.,  and  xv.  the  following  was 
laid  down,  viz.  : — The  Trustees  shall  divide  the  net 
annual  income  of  the  Usk  Branch  of  the  Charity 
into  ten  equal  parts  or  shares,  and  shall  apply  one 
of  such  parts  or  shares  for  or  towards  the  support 
or  benefit  of  any  school  or  schools,  for  the  education 
of  children  of  the  labouring  and  industrial  popula- 
tion of  Usk,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Endowed 
Schools'  Act,  18G0,  for  securing  the  admission  of 
children  of  all  religious  Denominations  to  the 
benefit  of  such  schools.  Out  of  two  other  such 
parts  or  shares,  the  Trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
continue  the  payment  of  the  money  gifts  or  doles 
heretofore  made  out  of  the  income  of  the  Charity, 
to  such  of  the  poor  persons  now  i-eceiving  the  same 
as  are  legal  objects  to  the  Charity ;  and  subject 
thereto,  the  same  two  parts  or  shai'es  shall  either  be 
added  to,  and  applied  with,  the  one  part  or  share 
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herein  previouslj  mentioned,  or  the  same  shall  bo 
applied  by  tho  Trustees  at  their  discretion  to  other 
charitable  purposes,  for  the  benefit  of  tho  deserving 
resident  poor  of  Usk,  not  being  gratuitous  gifts  or 
doles  of  money,  food,  or  clotliing.  The  Trustees 
shall  permit  the  buildings  and  premises  in  Usk,  now 
used  respectively  as  a  Writing  School  and  Girls' 
School,  and  the  Master's  house  and  garden  adjoin- 
ing, to  be  occupied  and  used,  rent  free,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  School  or  Schools  contemplated  by  the 
pi-eceding  clause  ;  and  tho  same  buildings  and 
premises  respectively  shall  be  put  and  kept  in  repair, 
and  insured  against  fire,  by  the  Trustees,  out  of  the 
said  share  or  shares  of  the  income  applicable  to  the 
support  of  the  same  School  or  Schools.  The 
remaining  7- 10th  parts  or  shares  of  the  said  income 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Trustees,  in  or  towards  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  Grammar  School  in 
Usk,  as  hereinafter  mentioned  The  buildings  and 
premises  in  Usk,  heretofore  used  as  the  Grammar 
School  House  and  Master's  residence,  and  the  land 
and  garden  adjoining  thereto,  shall  be  occupied  and 
used,  rent  free,  for  the  pui-poses  of  the  said  Grammar 
School,  and  the  residence  and  accommodation  of  the 
Master,  and  shall  be  kept  in  repair  and  insux*ed  by 
the  Trustees,  out  of  the  propox'tion  of  the  income  of 
the  Charity  applicable  to  the  support  of  the  said 
Grammar  School." 

This  scheme  was  acted  upon  until  the  year  1877, 
when  a  public  meeting  was  called  by  the  Portreeve 
on  the  requisition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town-hall,  Usk,  on 
Thursday  the  19th  of  April,  1877.  The  Portreeve 
(Mr.  J.  H.  Clark)  presided,  and  the  meeting  was 
composed  of  persons  who  have  a  direct  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  school,  there  being  present — Messrs. 
James  Jones  (grocer),  J.  F.  Powell,  H.  C.  Griffin, 
John  Roberts,  T.  Hambly,  Charles  Miller,  John 
Morgan,  H.  Williams,  C.  Stockham,  J.  Billingham, 
James  Williams,  J.  T.  Cherry,  Henry  Jenkins,  T. 
Davies,  W.  A.  Day,  E,ev.  J.  Matthews,  Messrs.  James 
Jones  (builder),    John   Herbert,   W.   H.    Sladc,  — 
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Phillips,  A.  Lewis,  James  Morgan,  E.  Dixon,  etc. 

The  Portreeve,  in  opening  the  meeting,  said,  that 
in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  signed  by  many 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  he  had 
convened  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  desirability  of  memorializing  the 
Charity  Commissioners  as  to  the  future  management 
of  the  Grammar  School.  In  1621,  Mr  Roger 
Edwards  conveyed  several  properties  to  the  poor  of 
the  parishes  of  Llangwm,  Llangeview,  Gwernesney, 
and  Usk,  and  appointed  trustees  to  carry  out  his 
will.  Among  his  benefactions  he  devised  certain 
lands  towards  maintaining  a  Free  Grammar  School 
in  the  town  of  Usk,  and  also  gave  a  house  and 
garden  in  the  town  to  be  used  for  the  habitation  of 
the  master,  rent  free.  The  school,  for  many  years, 
was  a  very  excellent  one,  and  many  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  present  generation  received  a  good  classical 
and  commercial  education  therein,  there  being  two 
masters,  one  for  the  teaching  of  the  Latin  Grammar 
and  the  other  for  teaching  writing  and  the  rudi- 
mentary branches  of  the  English  language.  For 
the  past  forty  years  the  school  had  not  been  con- 
ducted to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  interested 
and  they  had  met  to  endeavour  to  get  the  school  put 
upon  a  better  footing.  A  new  master  was  to  be 
appointed,  and  the  inhabitants  naturally  desired  that 
such  an  -appointment  be  made  as  would  ensure  a 
competent  person  for  the  duties.  In  1862  a 
scheme  was  established,  and  fourteen  persons  were 
to  be  appointed  trustees,  who  should  be  fit  and  cora- 
petent  persons,  resident  in  the  parish  of  Usk  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  town.  The  present  trustees 
arc — Rev.  S.  C.  Baker,  Rev.  Arthur  Williams,  Col. 
Roden,  A.  J.  Shepard,  Esq.,  Thomas  Dunn,  Esq.,  and 
D.  Boulton,  Esq.,  Usk  ;  Col.  Byrde,  Goytrey ;  Rev. 
S.  W.  Gardner,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Gardner,  Trostrey ; 
W.  B.  Gething,  Esq.,  Llanbadoc  ;  J.  J.  Stone,  Esq., 
Scyborwen ;  Rev.  William  Price,  Llangwm ;  Rev. 
James  Blower,  Gwernesney ;  and  Edward  Lister, 
Esq.,  Llanbadoc.  The  causes  which  had  led  to  the 
unpopularity  of  the  school  for  so  many  years  were 
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numerous,  and  would  occupy  too  much  time  to  re- 
capitulate. It  was  not  necessary  for  liim  to  enlarge 
fui-ther  upon  the  subject,  but  to  leave  it  to  those 
persons  who  wished  the  meeting  convened  to  adopt 
such  resolutions  as  they  thought  desirable. 

Mr.  Hambly  asked  if  there  had  not  been  a  new 
scheme  sent  down  ? 

The  Portreeve :  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  later 
scheme  than  18(32.  If  there  be  one,  it  has  not  been 
made  public. 

Mr.  Hambly :  1  understand  there  has  been  a 
draught  scheme  sent  down,  which  took  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  master  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Trustees. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  put  before  the  meeting  and  carried  unani- 
mously : — "  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Trustees  should  be  selected  more  frequently  from  the 
tradespeople  of  the  town  of  Usk  and  the  parishes 
named  by  Roger  Edwards,  gentleman,  and  not  from 
distant  parishes,  who  take  no  interest  in  the  Charity 
whatever,  and  frequently  reside  out  of  the  County ; 
and  that  those  Trustees  who  have  not  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Charity  for  six  months  should  be 
invited  to  resign." — The  following  result  ensued  : — 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  1878,  present — the 
Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council,  the 
following  Scheme  for  the  administration  of  the  Usk 
Branch  of  the  above-mentioned  Charity  was 
approved  of : — 

FUTURE   ADMINISTRATION   OF   FOUNDATION. 

1. — The  Usk  Branch  of  the  above-mentioned 
Charity  and  the  endowment  of  such  Branch  specified 
in  Part  I.  of  the  second  Schedule  to  the  above- 
mentioned  Scheme,  and  all  other  the  endowments  of 
such  Branch  shall  henceforth  be  administered  as  a 
separate  Foundation,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Scheme,  by  the  Governing  Body 
herein-after  constituted,  under  the  name  of  Usk 
Grammar  School  Foundation,  herein-after  called  the 
Foundation.  i;aB9855 

CERTAIN  TRUSTS  CONTINUED. 

2. — So  much  of  the  income  of  the  Foundation  aa 
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represents  the  3-lOtli  parts  of  the  net  annual  income 
of  the  Usk  Branch  of  the  said  Charity  applicable 
under  Clause  12  of  the  said  Scheme,  shall  be  admin- 
istered by  the  Governing  Body  herein-after  consti- 
tuted in  the  same  manner  in  which  such  parts 
respectively  would  have  been  administered  if  this 
Scheme  had  not  been  made,  but  so  that  such  manner 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  anything  contained  in 
the  Endowed  Schools'  Acts,  1869,  1873,  and  1874. 
So  long  as  the  Master's  house  mentioned  in  Clause 
13  of  the  said  Scheme  is  used  as  a  residence  for  the 
principal  Teacher  of  a  Public  Elementary  School, 
the  Governors  shall  allow  the  garden  adjoining, 
mentioned  in  the  same  Clause,  to  be  used  rent  free 
by  such  principal  Teacher.  Subject  as  aforesaid,  the 
Endowment  shall  be  applicable  wholly  for  the  educa- 
tional purposes  of  this  Scheme. 

GOVERNING    BODY. 

8. — The  Governing  Body  of  the  Foundation, 
herein-after  called  the  Governors,  shall,  when  com- 
pletely formed  and  full,  consist  of  nine  competent 
persons  duly  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  shall  be  appointed  by  the  following  elect- 
ing bodies  respectively  in  the  following  proportions, 
and  for  the  following  terms  of  office  ;  that  is  to  say — 

Four  for  the  term  of  five  years  by  the  Local 
Board  of  Usk  ;  such  four  being  rated  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  on  a  yearly  value  of  not 
less  than  £20  and  resident  within  the  district 
of  the  said  Local  Board  ;  and 

Five  for  the  term  of  seven  years  by  the  Trustees 
for  the  time  being  of  the  Almshouse  Branch 
and  the  Country  Branch  of  the  said  Charity 
under  the  said  Scheme,  herein-after  called 
the  Trustees, 

Such  appointments  shall  be  made  as  often  as  there 
may  be  occasion  by  the  body  entitled  to  appoint,  at  a 
meeting  thereof  which  shall  be  convened,  held,  and 
conducted  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  conformity  with 
the  ordinai^y  rules  or  practice  of  such  body,  or  failing 
such  rules  or  practice,  then  in  conformity  with 
regulations  to  be  made  or  approved  by  the  Charity 
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Coramissionors  for  England  and  Wales.  The  term 
in  each  case  shall  bo  i-eokoned  from  the  date  of  the 
appointment.  The  first  Governors  shall  be  appointed 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  date  of  this 
Scheme.  The  Chairman  or  other  presiding  officer 
of  each  meeting  at  which  the  appointment  of  any 
Representative  Governors  or  Governor  shall  be  made, 
shall  forthwith  cause  the  names  or  name  of  the 
persons  or  person  so  appointed  to  be  notified,  in  the 
case  of  the  first  such  appointment,  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Trustees,  and  in  the  case  of  every  subsequent 
appointment  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Governors  or 
their  Clerk,  if  any,  or  other  acting  officer.  Any 
appointment  of  a  Representative  Governor  not  made 
as  aforesaid  within  six  calendar  months  from  the 
date  of  this  Scheme,  or  of  the  notice  herein-after 
prescribed  of  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  for  that  tui-n  be  made  by  the  then 
existing  Governors. 

The  proper  expenses  attending  the  appointment  of 
every  Governor,  unless  otherwise  provided  for,  shall, 
on  the  particulars  thereof  being  submitted  to  and 
allowed  by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  be  paid  by 
the  Governors  out  of  the  income  of  the  Foundation. 

VACANCIES. 

4. — Any  Governor  who  shall  become  bankrupt  or 
incapacitated  to  act,  or  express  in  writing  his  wish 
to  resign,  or  omit  for  the  space  of  two  consecutive 
years  to  attend  any  meeting,  or  being  a  Governor 
appointed  by  the  said  Local  Board  shall  cease  to 
reside  within  the  district  thereof,  or  to  be  rated  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  on  a  yearly  value  of  not  less 
than  £20,  shall  thereupon  forthwith  vacate  the  office 
of  Governor;  and  the  Governors  shall  cause  an 
entry  to  be  made  in  their  minute  book  of  every 
vacancy  occasioned  by  any  of  the  said  causes,  or  by 
the  death  or  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of 
any  Governor ;  and  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be 
after  the  occurrence  of  any  vacancy  a  new  Governor 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  body  entitled  as  aforesaid 
to  make  such  appointment.  Any  Governor  may  be 
re-appointed.    Notice  of  the  occui-rence  of  every 
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vacancy  of  tlie  office  of  Governor  shall  be  given,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  by  or  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Governors  to  the  proper  electing  body  or 
the  clerk,  if  any,  or  other  acting  officer  of  such  body. 

EELIGIOUS    OPINIONS   NO    DISQUALIFICATION. 

5. — Religious  opinions,  or  attendance  or  non- 
attendance  at  any  particular  form  of  religious 
worship,  shall  not  in  any  way  affect  the  qualification 
of  any  person  for  being  a  Governor  under  this 
Scheme, 

DECLARATION    BY   GOVERNORS   ON   ENTRY   INTO   OFFICE. 

6. — Eveiy  Governor  shall,  at  or  before  the  first 
meeting  which  he  attends  upon  his  first  or  any 
subsequent  appointment,  sign  a  memorandum 
declaring  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Governor, 
and  his  willingness  to  act  in  the  trusts  of  this 
Scheme.  And  until  he  has  signed  such  a  memoran- 
dum he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  a  Governor. 

MEETINGS    OF    GOVERNORS, 

7. — The  Governors  shall  hold  meetings  in  some 
convenient  place  in  Usk,  or  elsewhere,  as  often  as 
naay  be  found  necessary  or  desirable,  and  at  least 
twice  in  each  year,  on  and  at  convenient  days  and 
times  to  be  appointed  by  themselves,  and  to  be  noti- 
fied to  each  Governor  by  the  clerk,  if  any,  or  by 
some  other  person  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
Governors,  at  least  seven  days  previously  to  every 
meeting. 

PRELIMINARY  MEETING. 

8. — A  preliminary  meeting  for  the  arrangement  of 
the  conduct  of  the  business  shall  be  held  upon  the 
summons  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Trustees  upon  some 
day  to  be  fixed  by  him  being  within  one  calendar 
month  after  the  time  at  which,  under  the  provisions 
herein  contained,  the  administration  of  the  Founda- 
tion shall  pass  to  the  Governors  in  place  of  the 
present  Governing  Body. 

CHAIRMAN. 

9. — The  Governors  shall,  at  the  preliminary  meet- 
ing, and  afterwards  at  their  first  meeting  in  each 
year,  elect  one  of  their  number  to  be  Chairman  of 


ROOHR  I!DWARD8*  CHARllt.  39 

their  meetings  for  the  current  year,  and  they  shall 
also  make  regulations  for  supplying  his  place  in  case 
of  his  death,  resignation,  or  absence  during  his  term 
of  oflBce.     The  Chairman  shall  always  bo  re-eligible. 

QUORUM    AND   VOTING. 

10. — A  quorum  shall  be  constituted  when  three 
Governors  are  present  at  a  meeting.  All  matters 
and  questions  shall  be  determined  by  the  majority  of 
the  Governors  present  at  a  duly  constituted  meeting  ; 
and  in  case  of  equality  of  votes  the  Chairman  shall 
have  a  second  or  casting  vote.  Whenever  any 
decision  is  cairied  by  the  votes  of  less  than  a 
majority  of  the  number  of  Governors  for  the  time 
being,  any  two  Governors  may,  within  fifteen  days 
from  the  day  of  the  decision,  require  by  a  notice 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting  that  the 
decision  shall  be  once  re-considered  at  a  special 
meeting  to  be  held  not  later  than  one  calendar  month 
next  after  such  decision. 

SPECIAL   MEETINGS. 

11. — The  Chairman  or  any  two  Governors  may  at 
any  time  summon  a  special  meeting  for  any  cause 
that  seems  to  him  or  them  sufficient.  All  special 
meetings  shall  be  convened  by  or  under  the  direction 
of  the  person  or  persons  summoning  the  meeting  by 
notice  in  writing  delivered  or  sent  by  post  to  each 
Governor,  specifying  the  object  of  the  meeting.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  if  any,  to  give  such 
notice  when  requii"ed  by  the  Chairman  or  by  any 
Governors  having  a  right  to  summon  such  meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT    OF    MEETINGS. 

12. — If  a  sufficient  number  of  Governors  to  form 
a  quorum  are  not  present  at  any  meetmg,  or  if  the 
business  at  any  meeting  is  not  fully  completed,  those 
present  may  adjourn  the  meeting  to  a  subsequent 
day  and  time,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  each  Governor. 

MINUTES. 

13. — A  minute  book  and  proper  books  of  account 
shall  be  provided  by  the  Governors,  and  kept  in  some 
convenient  and  secure  place  of  deposit  to  be  provided 
or  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose,  and  minutes 
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of  the  entry  into  office  of  every  new  Governor,  and 
of  all  proceedings  of  the  Governors,  shall  be  entered 
in  such  minute  book, 

ACCOUNTS. 

14. — The  Governors  shall  cause  full  accounts  to  be 
kept  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  in  respect  of 
the  Foundation ;  and  such  accounts  shall  be  stated 
for  each  year,  and  examined  and  passed  annually  by 
the  Governors  at  the  first  meeting  in  the  ensuing 
year,  unless  some  other  meeting  shall  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  with  the  approval  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  and  every  such  account  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Governors  present  at  the  meeting  at 
which  it  shall  be  passed. 

The  Governors  shall  cause  sufficient  abstracts  of 
the  accounts  to  be  published  annually  for  general 
information.  Such  absti'acts  shall  be  in  the  form 
given  in  the  Schedule  hereto,  unless  some  other  form 
is  prescribed  by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  which 
case  the  form  so  prescribed  shall  be  followed. 

BUSINESS    ARRANGEMENTS. 

15. — The  Governors  may  from  time  to  time  make 
such  arrangements  as  they  may  find  most  fitting  for 
the  custody  of  all  deeds  and  other  documents  belong- 
ing to  the  Foundation,  for  deposit  of  money,  for  the 
drawing  of  cheques,  and  also  for  the  appointment  of 
a  clerk  or  of  any  necessary  agents  or  other  proper 
officers  for  their  assistance  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  Foundation,  at  such  reasonable 
salaries  or  scale  of  remuneration  as  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  but  no  Governor 
acting  as  such  clei'k  or  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
salary  or  remuneration. 

VESTING    PROPERTY. 

16. — From  and  after  the  date  of  this  Scheme  all 
lands  and  hereditaments,  not  being  copyhold,  belong- 
ing to  the  Foundation,  and  all  terms,  estates,  and 
interests  therein,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Official 
Trustee  of  Charity  Lands  and  his  successors  in  trust 
for  the  Foundation  ;  and  all  copyhold  hereditaments 
belonging  to  the  Foundation,  and  all  terms,  estates, 
and  interests  therein,  shall  be  vested  in  like  mannei", 
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upon  sucli  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  Governoi-s  and  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  all  stock  in  the  public  funds  and  other 
securities  belonging  to  tho  Foundation,  and  not 
hereby  required  or  directed  to  be  otherwise  applied 
or  disposed  of,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Official 
Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  in  trust  for  the 
Foundation. 

MAXAGEMEXT   AND    LETTING   OF   ESTATES. 

17. — All  the  estates  and  property  of  the  Founda- 
tion not  required  to  be  retained  or  occupied  for  the 
purposes  thereof,  shall  be  let  or  otherwise  managed 
by  the  Governors  or  by  their  officers  acting  under 
their  orders,  according  to  the  general  law  applicable 
to  the  management  of  property  by  trustees  of 
charitable  foundations. 

TIMBER   AND   MINERALS. 

18. — Any  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  timber 
or  fi'om*any  mines  or  minerals  on  the  estates,  o^  the 
Foundation  shall  be  treated  as  capital,  and  shall  be 
invested  in  the  name  of  the  Official  Trustees  of 
Charitable  Funds,  under  the  direction  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  except  in  any  special  cases  in  which 
the  Governors  may  be  authorised  by  such  Commis- 
sioners to  deal  otherwise  with  such  money  or  any 
part  thereof. 

TRANSFER    OF   ADMINISTRATION    OF    FOUNDATION   TO 
GOVERNORS. 

19. — So  soon  as  the  full  number  of  Governors 
shall  have  been  completed  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Scheme,  or  upon  the  expiration  of  the  first 
three  calendar  months  after  the  date  of  this  Scheme, 
if  the  full  number  of  Governors  shall  not  then  have 
been  completed,  the  administration  of  the  Foundation 
shall  pass  to  the  said  Governors  in  place  of  the 
present  Governing  Body,  and  such  Governing  Body 
shall  thereupon,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  subject  matter 
of  this  Scheme,  become  ipso  facto  removed  and  dis- 
charged from  their  office,  and  shall  cause  all  deeds, 
minute  and  account  books,  and  other  papers  and 
documents  belonging  or  relating  exclusively  to  the 
Foundation,   and  all  cash    balances    and   personal 
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effects  belonging  thereto,  and  not  herein  required  to 
be  transferred  to  or  vested  in  tbe  Official  Trustees  of 
Charitable  Funds,  to  be  delivered  or  transferred  unto 
the  said  Governors  or  as  they  sh:  11  direct.  In  the 
meantime  the  Foundation  shall  continue  to  be 
administered  and  managed  so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary by  the  present  Govci-ning  Body  as  nearly  as 
may  be  in  confoi'mity  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Scheme.  The  aforesaid  time  of  three  calendar 
months  may  be  extended,  if  necessary,  by  an  order 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  made  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  any  one  or  more  of  the  present  Governing 
Body,  or  of  the  Governors,  if  any. 

20. — After  the  administration  of  the  Foundation 
has  passed  to  the  Governors  as  aforesaid,  the 
Governors  for  the  time  being,  if  a  quorum  is  con- 
stituted, may  act  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  Scheme 
although  the  Governing  Body  as  herein-before  con- 
stituted is  not  full. 

TEMPORARY  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

21. — So  far  as  may  be  practicable  and  convenient, 
the  School  may  be  carried  on  as  heretofore  until  the 
end  of  any  school  term  current  at  the  date  of  this 
Scheme,  or  until  -^uch  other  time  as  may  with  the 
approval  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  be  fixed  by 
the  body  for  the  time  being  having  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Foundation  under  this  Scheme. 

PROVISIONS   -AS     TO     SCHOOL      TO      BE      BROUGHT     INTO 
OTERATION   AS    SOON    AS    PRACTICABLE. 

The  Governors  shall  take  all  requisite  measures 
for  bringing  the  jarovisions  of  this  Scheme  into 
active  operation  for  the  regulation  of  the  School  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  they  shall  have-  power  to 
make  all  suitable  and  proper  arrangements  for  that 
purpose. 
THE     SCHOOL    AND     ITS     MANAGEMENT. 

SCHOOL    OF    THE    FOUXDATION. 

22. — The  School  of  the  Foundation  shall  be  a  day 
and  boarding  School,  and  shall  be  maintained  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Usk,  in  the  present  buildings  or  in 
any  other  suitable  buildings  hereafter  to  be  provided 
by  the  Governors. 
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MASTERS    NOT   TO    BE    KKQUIRED    TO    HF!  IN  HOLY  ORDERS. 

23. — No  person  shall  be  disqualified  for  being  a 
Master  in  the  Scliool  by  reason  only  of  his  not  being:, 
or  not  intending  to  bo,  in  Holy  Oi'ders. 

HEAD     MASTER. APl'OINTMENT. 

2-i. — There  shall  be  a  Head  Master  of  the  School, 
He  shall  be  a  graduate  of  some  University  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  have  such  other  qualification  or 
certificate  or  other  test  of  his  attainments  as  may  be 
fixed  from  time  to  time  by  any  regulation  of  the 
Governors,  approved  by  the  Charity  Commissioners. 
Every  future  Head  Master  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governors  at  some  meeting  to  be  called  for  that 
purpose,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the 
occurrence  of  a  vacancy,  or  after  notice  of  an 
intended  vacancy.  In  order  to  obtain  the  best 
candidates,  the  Governors  shall,  for  a  sufficient  time 
before  making  any  appointment,  give  public  notice 
of  the  vacancy  and  invite  applicants  for  the  office  by 
advertisements  in  newspapers,  or  by  such  other 
methods  as  they  may  judge  best  calculated  to  secure 
the  object. 

DISMISSAL. 

25. — The  Governors  may  dismiss  the  Head  Master 
without  assigning  cause,  after  six  calendar  months* 
written  notice,  given  to  him  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  passed  at  two  consecutive  meetings  held 
at  an  interval  of  at  least  fourteen  days,  and  convened 
for  that  purpose,  such  resolution  being  affii'med  at 
each  meeting  by  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
Governors  present. 

The  Governors,  for  what  in  their  opinion  is  urgent 
cause,  may  by  resolution  passed  at  a  special  meeting 
convened  for  that  purpose,  and  affirmed  by  not  less 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Governors 
for  the  time  being,  declare  that  the  Head  ]\Iaster 
ought  to  be  dismissed  from  his  office  without  the 
aforesaid  notice,  and  in  that  case  they  may  appoint 
another  special  meeting  to  be  held  not  less  than  a 
week  after  the  foi-mer  one,  and  may  then  by  a  similar 
resolution,  affirmed  by  as  large  a  proportion  of 
Governoi-s,  absolutely  and  finally  dismiss  him.    And 


44  ROGER   EDWARDS*    CHARITY. 

if  the  Governors  assembled  at  the  first  of  such 
meetings  think  fit  at  once  to  suspend  the  Head 
Master  from  his  office  until  the  next  meeting,  they 
may  do  so  by  resolution  affirmed  by  as  large  a  pro- 
portion of  Governors.  Full  notice  and  opportunity 
of  defence  at  both  meetings  shall  be  given  to  the 
Head  Master. 

DKCLARATION    TO    BE    SIGNED    BY    HEAD    MASTER. 

26. — Every  future  Head  Master,  previously  to 
entering  into  office,  shall  be  required  to  sign  a 
declaration,  to  be  entered  in  the  minute  book  of  the 
Governors,  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  I,  ,  declare  that  I  will  always 

"  to  the  best  of  my  ability  discharge  the  duties  of 
"  Head  Master  of  IJsk  Grammar  School  during  my 
"  tenure  of  the  office,  and  that  if  I  am  removed  by 
"  the  Governors  I  will  acquiesce  in  such  removal, 
"  and  will  thereupon  relinquish  all  claim  to  the 
"  mastership  and  its  future  emoluments,  and  will 
"  deliver  up  to  the  Governors,  or  as  they  direct, 
"  possession  of  all  the  property  of  the  School  then 
"  in  my  possession  or  occupation." 

HEAD    master's    OFFICIAL    RESIDENCE. 

27. — The  Head  Master  shall  dwell  in  the  residence 
assigned  for  him.  He  shall  have  the  occupation  and 
use  of  such  residence  and  of  any  other  property  of 
the  School  of  which  he  becomes  the  occupant  as  such 
Head  Master,  in  respect  of  his  official  character  and 
duties,  and  not  as  tenant,  and  shall,  if  removed  from 
his  office,  deliver  up  possession  of  such  residence  and 
other  property  to  the  Governors,  or  as  they  direct. 
He  shall  not,  except  with  the  permission  of  the 
Governors,  permit  any  person  not  being  a  member  of 
his  family  to  occupy  such  residence  or  any  part  thereof. 

HEAD  MASTER  NOT  TO  HAVE  OTHER  EMPLOYMENT. 

28. — The  Head  Master  shall  give  his  personal 
attention  to  the  duties  of  tlie  School,  and  during  his 
tenure  of  office  he  shall  not  hold  any  benefice  having 
the  cure  of  souls,  or  undertake  any  office  or  employ- 
ment which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governors,  may 
interfere  with  the  proper  performance  of  his  duties 
as  Head  Master. 
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MASTERS    NOT   TO    BE    GOVERNOES. 

29. — No  Head  or  Assistant  Master  of  the  School 
shall  be  a  Governor. 

MASTERS  NOT  TO  RECEIVE  OTHER  THAN  AUTHORIZED  FEES. 

30. — Neither  the  Head  ^Master  nor  any  Assistant 
Master  shall  receive  or  demand  from  any  boy  in  the 
School,  or  from  any  person  whomsoever  on  behalf  of 
any  such  boy,  any  gratuity,  foe,  or  payment,  except 
such  as  are  prescribed  or  authorized  by  this  Scheme. 

JURISDICTION  OFGOVERNORS  OVERSCHOOL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

31. — Within  the  limits  fixed  by  this  Scheme,  the 
Governors  shall  prescribe  the  general  subjects  of 
insti'uction,  the  relative  prominence  and  value  to  be 
assigned  to  each  group  of  subjects,  the  arrangements 
respecting  the  school  terms,  vacations,  and  holidays, 
the  payment  of  day  scholars,  and  the  number  and 
payments  of  boarders.  They  shall  take  general 
supervision  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  school 
buildings  and  arrangements.  They  shall  determine 
what  number  of  Assistant  Masters  shall  be  employed. 
They  shall  every  year  assign  the  amount  which  they 
think  proper  to  be  contributed  out  of  the  income  of 
the  Foundation  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
Assistant  Masters  and  providing  and  maintaining  a 
proper  school  plant  or  apparatus,  and  otherwise 
furthering  the  current  objects  and  the  efficiency  of 
the  School. 

GOVERNORS   TO   CONSIDER   VIEWS   AND    PROPOSALS    OF 
THE    HEAD    MASTER. 

32. — Before  making  any  regulations  under  the  last 
foregoing  clause  the  Governors  shall  consult  the 
Head  Master  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  him  full 
opportunity  for  the  expression  of  his  views.  The 
Head  Master  may  also  from  time  to  time  submit 
proposals  to  the  Governors  for  making  or  altering 
any  regulations  concerning  any  matter  within  the 
province  of  the  Governors.  The  Governors  shall 
fully  consider  any  such  expression  of  views  or  pro- 
posals, and  shall  decide  upon  them. 

JURISDICTION   OF   HEAD    MASTER   OVER    SCHOOL 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

33. — Subject  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  or  under 
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the  authority  of  this  Scheme,  the  Head  Master  shall 
have  under  his  csntrol  the  choice  of  books,  the 
method  of  teaching-,  the  arrangement  of  classes  and 
school  hours,  and  generally  the  whole  internal 
organisation,  management,  and  discipline  of  the 
School,  including  the  power  of  expelling  boys  from 
the  School  or  suspending  them  from  attendance 
thereat  for  any  adequate  cause  to  be  judged  of  by 
him  ;  Provided  that,  upon  expelling  or  suspending  any 
boy  he  shall  forthwith  report  the  case  to  the  Governors. 

ASSISTANT   MASTERS. 

34. — The  Head  Master  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  appointing  and  dismissing  all  Assistant  Masters, 
and  shall  determine,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Governors,  in  what  proportions  the  sum  assigned  by 
the  Governors  for  the  maintenance  of  Assistant 
Masters,  or  the  other  current  objects  of  the  School, 
shall  be  divided  among  the  various  persons  and 
objects  for  which  it  is  assigned  in  the  aggregate. 
And  the  Governors  shall  pay  the  same  accordingly, 
either  through  the  hands  of  the  Head  Master  or 
directly  as  they  think  best. 

INCOME    OF    HEAD    MASTER. 

35. — The  Head  Master  shall  receive  a  fixed  yearly 
stipend  of  £100.  He  shall  also  be  entitled  to 
receive  a  further  or  capitation  payment  calculated 
on  such  a  scale,  uniform  or  graduated,  as  may  be 
fixed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governors,  at  the 
rate  of  not  less  than  £2  nor  more  than  £4<  a  year 
for  each  boy  attending  the  School.  The  amount  of 
this  further  or  capitation  payment  shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  paid  to  the  Head  Master  by  the  Governors 
together  with  the  proper  projjortion  of  his  fixed 
stipend,  at  such  convenient  intervals  or  time*!)  as  the 
Governors  may  think  fit. 

r-OARDEUS. 

3G. — ^The  Governors  may  make  such  regulations 
and  arrangements  as  they  may  think  right  for  the 
reception  of  boarders,  either  in  the  house  of  any 
master,  or  in  a  liostel  or  hostels  conducted  under  the 
management  of  the  Governors,  or,  if  they  think  fit, 
in  both  of  those  ways. 


ROGER  EDWARDS'  CHARltV,  i1 

PAYMENTS   FOR  TUITION   AND    BOARDING, 

37. — All  boys,  including  boarders,  except  as 
herein-after  provided,  shall  pay.  tuition  fees  to  be 
fixed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governors  at  the-rate 
of  not  less  than  £3  nor  more  than  £G  n  year  for  any 
boy.  Ko  difference  in  irspect  of  these  fees  shall  be 
made  between  any  scholars  on  account  of  place  of 
birth  or  residence,  or  of  their  being-  or  not  being 
boarders.  The  payments  to  be  required  from 
boarders,  exclusive  of  the  tuition  fees,  shall  not 
exceed  the  annual  rate  of  £45  for  any  boy.  No 
extra  or  additional  payment  of  any  kind  shall  be 
allowed  without  the  sanction  of  the  Governors  and 
the  written  consent  of  the  parent,  or  person  occupy- 
ing the  place  of  parent,  of  the  scholar  concerned. 

All  payments  for  tuition  fees  shall  be  made  in 
advance  to  the  Head  Master,  or  to  such  other  person 
as  the  Governors  shall  from  time  to  time  determine, 
and  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  person  receiving 
tliem  to  the  Governors,  and  treated  by  them  as  part 
of  the  general  income  of  the  Foundation. 

AGES    FOR   SCHOOL. 

38. — No  boy  shall  be  admitted  into  the  School 
under  the  age  of  eight  years.  No  boy  shall  remain 
in  the  School  after  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  or  if  he 
attains  that  ago  during  a  school  term  then  after  the 
end  of  such  term,  except  with  the  permission  of  the 
Governors,  which  in  special  cases  may  be  given  upon 
the  I'ecommendation  of  the  Head  Master. 

TO   WHOM    SCHOOL    IS    OPEN. 

39. — Subject  to  the  provisions  established  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  this  Scheme,  the  School  and 
all  its  advantages  shall  be  open  to  all  boys  of  good 
character  and  sufficient  health  who  are  residing  with 
their  parents,  guardians,  or  near  relations  "within 
degrees  to  be  determined  by  the  Governors,  or  in 
some  boarding-house  conducted  under  regulations 
made  by  the  Governors.  No  boy  not  so  residing 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  School  without  the  Special 
permission  of  the  Governors. 

APPLICATIONS    FOR    ADMISSION. 

40, — Applications   for   admission   to   the    School 
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shall  be  made  to  the  Head  Master,  or  to  some  other 
person  appointed  by  the  Governors,  according  to  a 
form  to  be  approved  of  by  them,  and  delivered  to  all 
applicants. 

REGISTER   OF   APPLICATIONS. 

41. — The  Head  Master  or  some  other  person 
appointed  by  the  Governors  shall  keep  a  register  of 
applications  for  admission,  showing  the  date  of  every 
application  and  of  the  admission,  withdrawal,  or 
rejection  of  the  applicant,  and  the  cause  of  any 
rejection,  and  the  age  of  each  applicant. 

ENTRANCE    EXAMINATION. 

42. — Every  applicant  for  admission  shall  be 
examined  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Head 
Master,  who  shall  appoint  convenient  times  for  that 
purpose,  and  give  reasonable  notice  to  the  parents  or 
next  friends  of  the  boy  to  be  so  examined.  No  boy 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  School  except  after  under- 
going such  examination  and  being  found  fit  for 
admission.  Those  who  are  so  found  fit  shall,  if  there 
is  room  for  them,  be  admitted  in  order  according  to 
the  dates  of  their  application. 

The  examination  for  admission  shall  be  graduated 
according  to  the  age  of  the  boy,  and  shall  be  regu- 
lated in  other  particulars  from  time  to  time  by  or 
under  the  direction  of  the  Governors,  but  it  shall 
never  for  any  boy  fall  below  the  following  standard, 
that  is  to  say  : — 

Reading. 

Writing  from  dictation. 

Sums    in    the    first   four    simple   rules    of 
Arithmetic,  with  the  Multiplication  Table. 

SPECIAL    EXEMPTIONS    FROM    RELIGIOUS   INSTRUCTION 
AND    WORSHIP. 

43. — The  parent  or  guardian  of,  or  person  liable  to 
maintain  or  having  the  actual  custody  of  any  day 
scholar,  may  claim  by  notice  in  writing  addressed  to 
the  Head  Master,  the  exemption  of  such  scholar  from 
attending  prayer  or  religious  worship,  or  fi'om  any 
lesson  or  series  of  lessons  on  a  religious  subject,  and 
such  scholar  shall  be  exempted  accordingly,  and  a 
scholar  shall  not,  by  reason  of  any  txemption  from 
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attending  prayer  or  religious  worship,  or  from  any 
lesson  or  series  of  lessons  on  a  religious  subject,  bo 
deprived  of  any  advantage  or  emolument  in  tlio 
School  to  which  he  would  otherwise  have  been 
entitled. 

If  the  parent  or  guardian  of,  or  person  liable  to 
maintain  or  having  the  actual  custody  of,  any  scholar 
who  is  about  to  attend  tlie  School,  and  who  but  for 
this  clause  could  only  be  admitted  as  a  boarder, 
desires  the  exemption  of  such  scholar  from  attending 
prayer  or  religious  worship,  or  from  any  lesson  or 
series  of  lessons  on  a  religious  subject,  but  the 
persons  in  charge  of  the  boarding  houses  of  the 
School  ai-e  not  willing  to  allow  such  exemption,  then 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governors  to  make  pro- 
visions for  enabling  the  scholar  to  attend  the  School, 
and  have  such  exemption,  as  a  day  scholar,  without 
being  deprived  of  any  advantage  or  emolument  to 
which  he  otherwise  would  have  been  entitled. 

If  any  Teacher,  in  the  course  of  other  lessons  at 
which  any  scholar  exempted  under  this  clause  is  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  School 
present,  shall  teach  systematically  and  persistently 
any  particular  religious  doctrine,  from  the  teaching 
of  which  any  exemption  has  been  claimed,  as  in  this 
clause  before  provided,  the  Governors  shall,  on  com- 
plaint made  in  writing  to  them  by  the  parent, 
guardian,  or  person  liable  to  maintain  or  having  the 
actual  custody  of  such  scholar,  hear  the  complainant, 
and  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  and  if  the  com- 
plaint is  judged  to  be  reasonable,  make  all  proper 
provisions  for  remedying  the  matter  complained  of. 

INSTRUCTION. 

44. — Subject  to  the  foregoing  provision,  religious 
instruction  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  Faith  shall  be  given  in  the  School  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Governors.  No  alteration  in  any  such  regu- 
lations shall  take  effect  until  the  expiration  of  not 
less  than  one  year  after  the  notice  of  the  making  of 
the  alteration  shall  have  been  given  by  the  Governors 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  best  calculated 
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to  bring  tlie  matter  within  the  knowledge  of  persons 
interested  in  the  School.  Instruction  shall  also  be 
given  in  the  School  in  the  following  subjects  : — 

Reading,  Writing,  and  Arithmetic. 

Geography  and  History. 

English      Grammar,      Composition,      and 
Literature. 

Mathematics. 

Latin. 

At  least  one  Foreign  European  Language. 

Natural  Science, 

Drawing  and  Vocal  Music. 
Subject  to  the  above   provisions,   the  course   of 
instruction  shall  proceed  according  to  the  classifica- 
tion and  arrangements  made  by  the  Head  Master. 

ANNUAL    EXAMINATION. 

45. — There  shall  be  once  in  every  year  an  exami- 
nation of  the  scholars  by  an  Examiner  or  Examiners 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Governors,  and 
paid  by  them,  but  otherwise  unconnected  with  the 
School.  The  day  of  examination  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Governoi'S  after  consulting  with  the  Head 
Master.  The  Examiner  or  Examiners  shall  report 
to  the  Governors  on  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars 
and  on  the  condition  of  the  School,  as  regards 
instruction  and  discipline,  as  shown  by  the  I'esult  of 
the  examination.  The  Governors  shall  communicate 
the  report  to  the  Head  Master. 

HEAD    master's    ANNUAL    REPORT. 

46. — The  Head  Master  shall  make  a  report  in 
writing  to  the  Govei-nors  annually  at  such  time  as 
they  shall  direct  on  the  general  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  School,  and  on  any  special  occui*rences 
during  the  year.  He  may  also  mention  the  names 
of  any  boys  who,  in  his  judgment,  are  worthy  of 
reward  or  distinction,  having  regard  both  to  pro- 
ficiency and  conduct.  The  Governors  may  award 
prizes  of  books  or  other  suitable  rewards  as  marks 
of  distinction  to  any  such  boys. 

SCHOLAESHIPS    FOR    liOTS    FROM    PUBLIC    ELEMENTARY 
SCUOOL. 

47. — Scholarships  may  be  maintained  in  the  School 
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in  tho  form  of  exemptions,  total  or  partial,  from  the 
payment  of  tuition  fees,  and  shall  bo  granted  for 
such  periods  and,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Scheme,  on  such  conditions  as  tho  Governors  think 
fit.  Boys  to  whom  such  Scholarslii})8  shall  be 
granted  shall  bo  called  Foundation  Scholars.  These 
Scholarships  may  be  awarded  in  favour  of  candidates 
for  admission  to  the  School,  on  the  result  of  tho 
examination  for  admission,  and  in  favour  of  boys 
already  attending  the  School,  upon  the  reports  of 
tho  Examiners  made  on  the  result  of  the  annual 
examination,  but  no  such  Scholarship  shall  bo 
granted  to  any  such  last-mentioned  boy  unless  the 
Head  Master  shall  report  that  he  is  deserving  of  it 
by  reason  of  his  character  and  good  conduct.  As  to 
not  less  than  one-half  of  such  Scholarships  prefei-- 
ence  shall  be  given  to  boys  who  have  been  educated 
for  at  least  three  years  at  some  Public  Elementary 
School  in  the  school  district  of  XJsk.  No  Scholarship 
under  this  clause  shall  be  granted  so  as  to  extend 
the  number  to  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  boys 
actually  attending  the  School. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

48. — Subject  to  such  reasonable  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Scheme,  as 
the  Governors  may  fi'om  time  to  time  prescribe,  the 
Governors  may,  if  the  income  is  sufficient,  establish 
Exhibitions  tenable  at  any  place  of  higher  education 
approved  by  them,  and  to  be  awarded  to  boys  who 
are  being  and  have  for  not  less  than  three  years  been 
educated  at  the  School. 

CONDITIONS    AS    TO    SCHOLARSHIPS   AND    EXHIBITIONS. 

49. — Every  Scholarship  and  Exhibition  established 
under  this  Scheme  shall  be  given  as  the  reward  of 
merit,  and  shall  within  the  limits  aforesaid  be  freely 
and  openly  competed  for,  and  shall  be  tenable  only 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  If  the  holder  shall, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Governors,  be  guilty  of 
serious  misconduct  or  idleness,  or  fail  to  maintain  a 
reasonable  standard  of  proficiency,  or  wilfully  cease 
to  pursue  his  education,  the  Governors  may  at  once 
determine  the  Scholarship  oi-  Exhibition,  and  for 
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til  is  purpose,  in  the  case  of  an  Exhibition  held  away 
from  the  School,  may  act  on  the  report  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  School  or  place  of  education  at 
which  the  Exhibition  is  held,  or  on  such  other 
evidence  as  the  Governors  think  sufficient.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  clause  the  decision  of  the  Governors 
shall  be  final  in  every  case. 

APPLICATION     OF    INCOME. 

REPAIRS   AND    IMPROVEMENTS    FUND. 

50. — As  soon  as  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
Foundation  will  admit,  the  Governors  shall  transfer 
the  sum  of  £333  6s.  8d.  Government  Stock  into  the 
name  of  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds, 
and  shall  place  the  same  in  their  books  to  a  separate 
account,  entitled  "  Repairs  and  Improvements 
Fund."  The  income  of  such  Fund  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Governors,  and  applied  by  them  in  ordinary 
repairs  or  improvements  of  property  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  School,  and  if  not  wanted  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  accumulated  for  the  like  purpose  in 
any  future  year  or  years.  Until  the  Repairs  and 
Improvements  Fund  is  provided,  the  Governors  shall 
treat  the  sum  of  £10  a  year  as  applicable  to  the 
same  purposes  as  the  income  of  the  Repairs  and 
Improvements  Fund. 

OTHER    EXPENSES. 

51. — The  income  of  the  Foundation,  afterpayment 
of  the  expenses  of  management  of  property  and 
business,  and  of  any  ordinary  repairs  or  improve- 
ments which  the  income  of  the  Repairs  and  Improve- 
ments Fund,  or  the  yearly  sum  payable  in  lieu 
thereof,  may  be  insufficient  to  answer,  and  any  other 
necessary  or  proper  outgoings,  and  subject  to  the 
provisions  herein- before  contained  as  to  the  said 
three-tenth  parts  hitherto  applicable  under  clause  12 
of  the  said  Scheme  of  the  7th  day  of  November, 
1862,  shall  be  applied  by  the  Governors  in  paying 
the  Head  Master,  and  in  making  the  several  pay- 
ments hei-ein-betore  directed  or  authorised  for  the 
purposes  of  the  School. 

PENSIONS. 

52. — The  Governors  may,  if  they  think  fit  and  the 
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income  at  their  disposal  suffice  for  the  purpose,  agree 
with  tlio  Head  Master  for  tlie  formation  of  a  fund  in 
the  nature  of  a  Pension  or  Superannuation  Fund, 
the  main  principles  of  such  agi'cement  being  that  the 
Head  Master  and  the  Governors  respectively  shall 
contribute  annually  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
such  sums  as  may  be  fixed  on  ;  that  these  contribu- 
tions shall  accumulate  at  compound  interest ;  that 
in  case  the  Head  Master  serves  his  office  for  twenty 
years  he  shall  on  his  retirement  be  entitled  to  the 
whole  accumulated  fund ;  that  in  case  he  retires 
earlier  on  account  of  permanent  disability  from  ill- 
ness he  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the 
same  fund  ;  that  in  all  other  coses  he  shall,  on  his 
ceasing  to  be  Master,  be  entitled  to  the  amount  pro- 
duced by  his  own  contributions.  If  any  question 
shall  arise  upon  the  construction  or  working  of  this 
provision,  the  same  shall  be  referred  by  the 
Governors  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  whose 
decision  thereon  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

RESIDUE.   UXAPPLIED  SURPLUS. 

53. — The  residue  of  income  of  the  Foundation,  if 
any,  may  be  applied  in  improving  the  accommodation 
or  convenience  of  the  school  buildings  or  premises, 
or  genei'ally  in  extending  or  otherwise  promoting 
the  objects  and  efficiency  of  the  School.  Whatever 
shall  not  be  so  applied  shall,  on  passing  the  yearly 
accounts,  be  treated  as  Unapplied  Surplus,  and  shall 
be  deposited  in  a  bank  for  the  account  for  the 
Governors,  to  the  intent  that  the  same,  so  soon  as  it 
shall  amount  to  a  suitable  sum,  shall  be  invested  in 
the  name  of  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable 
Funds  iu  trust  for  the  Foundation  in  augmentation 
of  its  general  endowment. 

GENERAL. 

FURTHER    ENDOWMEXTS. 

54. — The  Governors  may  receive  any  additional 
donations  or  endowments  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  Foundation.  They  may  also  receive  donations  or 
endowments  for  any  special  objects  connected  with 
the  Foundation,  which  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with 
or  calculated  to  impede  the  due  working  of  the  pro- 
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visions  of  this  Sclieme.  Any  question  arising  upon 
this  last  point  shall  be  referred  to  the  Charity  Com- 
missionei's  for  decision. 

GENERAL  POWER  OF  GOVERNORS  TO  MAKE  REGULATIONS. 

65. — Within  the  limits  prescribed  by  this  Scheme 
the  Governors  shall  have  full  power  from  time  to 
time  to  make  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  their 
business  and  for  the  management  of  the  Foundation, 
and  such  regulations  shall  be  binding  on  all  persons 
affected  thereby. 

QUESTION   OF   PROCEEDINGS    UNDER    SCHEME. 

56. — Any  question  affecting  the  i-egularity  or  the 
validity  of  any  proceeding  under  this  Scheme  shall 
be  determined  conclusively  by  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners upon  such  application  made  to  them  for  the 
purpose,  as  they  think  sufficient. 

CONSTRUCTION    OF   SCHEME. 

67. — If  any  doubt  or  question  arises  among  the 
Governors  as  to  the  proper  construction  or  applica- 
tion of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Scheme,  the 
Governors  shall  apply  to  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  their  opinion  and  advice  thereon,  which  opinion 
and  advice  when  given  shall  be  binding  on  the 
Governors  and  all  persons  claiming  under  the  Trust 
who  shall  be  affected  by  the  question  so  decided. 

JURISDICTION    OF    ORDINARY   ABOLISHED. 

68. — From  the  date  of  this  Scheme  all  jurisdiction 
of  the  Ordinary  relating  to  or  arising  from  the 
licensing  of  any  Master  in  the  School  shall  be 
abolished. 

CHARITY   COMMISSIONERS    TO   MAKE    NEW    SCHEMES. 

59. — The  Charity  Commissioners  may  from  time 
to  time,  in  the  exercise  of  their  ordinaiy  jurisdiction,  ' 
frame  Schemes  for  the  alteration  of  any  portions  of 
this  Scheme,  provided  that  such  Schemes  be  not  in- 
consistent with  anytliing  contained  in  the  Endowed 
Schools'  Acts,  18G9,  1873,  and  1874<. 

FOUNDATION    TO    BE    GOVERNED    EXCLUSIVELY    BY 
THIS    SCHEME. 

60. — From  and  after  the  date  of  this  Scheme  the 
Foundation  shall  for  every  purpose,  except  as  herein 
provided,  be  administeicd  and  governed  wholly  and 
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exclusively  in  accortlanco  with  tlie  provisions  of  this 
Scheme,  notwithstanding  any  former  or  other 
Sclienic,  Act  of  Parliament,  Charter  or  Letters 
Patent,  statute,  or  instrument  relating  to  the  subject 
matter  of  this  Scheme. 

SCHEME    TO    BE    rEINTKD   AND    SOLD. 

61. — The  Governors  shall  cause  this  Scheme  to  bo 
printed,  and  a  copy  to  be  given  to  every  Governor, 
Master,  and  Assistant-Master  upon  their  respective 
appointments,  and  copies  may  be  sold  at  a  reasonable 
price  to  all  persons  applying  for  the  same. 

DATE    OP    SCHEME. 

The  date  of  this  Scheme  shall  be  the  day  on 
which  Her  Majesty  by  Order  in  Council  declares  Her 
approbation  of  it. 

The  present  Governors  are : — 

ELECTED    BY   TRUSTEES. 

;Mr.  James  Henry  Clark,  December  19,  1879. 
Rev.  S.  C.  Baker,  re-elected  Febraary  17,  1886. 
"W.  B.  Gething,  Esq.,  re-elected  February  17,  1886. 
Thomas  "Watkins,  Esq.,  re-elected  February  17, 1886. 
A.  J.  Shepaed,  Esq.,  re-elected  February  17,  1886. 

elected  by  local  board. 
Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  re-elected  October  1,  1884. 
Mr.  Sidney  A.  Hiley,  elected  July  5,  1882. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Griffin,  elected  February  8,  1882. 
Mr.  James  Jones,  re-elected  October  1,  1884. 
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SCHEDULE. 


DESCBIPTION. 


Grammar  School 
House  &  Garden 


}..., 


House  and  Garden  ad- 
joininglnfantSchool 


SITUATION 

OF 
PKOPEETT. 


Frescoed  Farm 

Skibbor  Newydd . . . , 

Pandy  Farm 

Lands 

Garden 

Common  Enclosure . . . . 

Pandy  Wood    

Pnndy  Little  Wood  .. 
Sober  Lease  Wood  . . . . 
Pjescoed  Wood    


Usk    

Usk    

Llanbadoc     .... 

Raglan 

Goytre  

Shirenewton .... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Goytre 

Ditto 

Shirenewton 

Llanbadoc     

Total A 


93    3  12 
41     1  21 


70 

2    3 

9 

2  33 

0 

0  27 

2 

3    2 

49 

0  12 

4 

3    7 

6 

0  28 

7 

3  39 

285 

1  42 
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Tho  foropfoincf  is  an  epitome  of  the  application 
of  funds,  tlio  adoption  of  new  schemes,  and  the 
appointment  of  Governors  of  tlio  Grammai-  School 
Foundation  under  tho  scheme  of  November  27,  1878, 
•which  is  at  present  (1887)  acted  upon. 

It  may,  however,  be  interesting  to  the  parties 
concerned,  to  have  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
Charity,  and  be  put  in  possession  of  the  various 
changes  and  vicissitudes  which  have  attended  the 
Charity  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  to  effect  which 
the  following  records  are  given. 

3Xoger  i;tJU)artJs'  WLiM, 

In  the  year  1621  Mr  Rofrer  Edwards  made  a  settlement  of  hia 
property,  and  by  deed  of  conveyance  between  himself  of  the  first 
part ;  Walter  Rumsey,  John  Ramsey,  Richard  Morgan,  and 
Edward  Rumsey  of  the  second  part  ;  and  John  Saunders,  Walter 
Powell,  and  John  Williams  of  the  third  jmrt ;  limited  the  same 
u])on  the  several  trusts  following,  namely  : — He  conveyed  an 
annuity  of  £10  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  and  tenements  situate 
in  the  parish  of  Llanbaddock  (Priscoed  Farm,  10 la.  Or.  31p.), 
together  wi  h  certain  lauds  situate  in  the  parish  of  Ragland 
(Skybor  Ne\vydd,  4.5a.  Ir.  3lp.),  then  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£10,  to  the  use  of  himself  for  life,  and  after  his  decease  TO  the 
said  Trustees,  in  fee  upon  trust,  to  dispose  and  employ  the  said 
annuity  and  yearly  rent  of  filO  for  ever,  for  and  towards  the 
maintaining  and  fiiiding  a  FREE  SCHOOL  in  the  town  of  Usk, 
and  for  a  sufficient  learned  schoolmaster  for  the  education  and 
teaching  of  the  children  in  the  said  school,  with  a  power  from 
time  to  time  to  displace  such  schoolmaster  as  should  be  thought 
meet. 

And  the  said  Roger  Edwards  did  also  convey  unto  the  said 
trustees,  a  recently-erected  Dwelling  House  in  the  parish  of 
Llangeview,  and  also  sundry  freehold  farms  and  lands  in  the 
several  parishes  of  Llangeview,  Llangwm  Ycha.  Gwernesney, 
Wolvesnewton,  Caldicot,  Llantrissent,  and  Llangwm  Ysha,  and 
elsewiiere,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  aiid  likewise  surrendered 
a  copyhold  fann  situate  in  the  parish  of  Llangwm  Ycha,  and  held 
of  the  manor  of  Usk,  the  last  mentioned  farm  being  then  of  the 
annual  value  of  £6  13s  4d,*  upon  trust  after  Mr  Edwards' 
decease,  to  divide  the  said  yearly  rent  of  £6  13s  4d  for  ever 
amongst  the  POOR  of  the  several  parishes  of  Llangwm  Ycha, 
Llangeview.  and  Gwernesney,  in  the  following  proportions ;  £3 
yearly  to  the  poor  of  Llangwm  Ycha,  the  like  sum  of  £3  yearly 
to  the  poor  of  Llangeview,  and  13s  4d,  the  residue  thereof  to  the 
poor  of  Gwernesney,  and  to  be  paid  on  Michaelmas  Day  and  St. 

*  These  properties  were :— Tyr-y-ferm  and  coppice,  84a.  Ir.  24p.  ; 
>ltahilla  farm,  Ilia.  Or.  2()p.  :  Keven  Buchan  farm,  88a.  Ir.  22p.  ;  Tyrlay 
farm  and  land.  39a.  2r.  12p. ;  Tyn  Cevan  farm,  19a.  2r.  Ip.  ;  Ty  Bach-y- 
lan,  10a.  Ir.  34p.  ;  Cae  Tumpiu  land.  7a.  Ir.  33p  ;  farm  and  land, 
21a.  3r.  37p.  ;  sundry  land.s,  ISa.  .Ir.  Sp.  ;  house  and  lands,  8a.  Or.  31p  ; 
barn  rdjI  land*,  0*i>,  Ir.  lOp. ;  etindry  cIobbs,  6r.  2r,  JGp. 
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Phillips,  or  within  fifteen  days  after  either  of  the  said  feasts,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Parson,  Curate,  Vicar,  or  Churchwarden  of 
the  said  parishes  respectively  for  the  time  being  ;  and  the  Trustees 
were  directed  to  apply  and  dispose  of  all  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  freehold  estates,  and  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  copyhold  jiroperty,  upon  the  following  trusts,  namely  : — 
from  time  to  time  to  repair  the  house  in  Llangeview,t  which  the 
said  Roger  Edwards  had  purchased  for  the  habitation  of  twelve 
poor  aged,  blind,  or  impotent  persons  successively  for  ever,  to  be 
chosen  out  of  the  several  parishes  of  Llangwm  Ycha,  Llangeview 
and  Gwernesney,  among  those  who  had  resided  in  some  or  one  of 
those  parishes  at  least  three  years  next  before  the  election :  and  if 
that  number  could  not  be  had  within  the  said  parishes,  then  so 
many  to  be  chosen  out  of  some  other  parish  or  parishes  next 
adjoining  the  said  three  parishes,  of  the  like  poverty  or  im- 
potency,  as  should  make  up  the  same  number  ;  and  also  to  pro- 
vide and  disburse  the  yearly  sum  of  £5  a  piece  to  be  paid 
quarterly  for  ever  to  each  of  the  said  poor  aged,  blind,  or  im- 
potent persons  at  Christmas,  Ladyday,  Midsummer  and 
Michaelmas,  by  equal  portions ;  and  also  to  give  40s.  per  annum 
to  some  Vicar,  Curate  or  other  sufficient  Churchman,  who  should 
read  divine  service  in  the  said  house  to  the  said  poor  persons  two 
mornings  in  the  week  for  ever,  by  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Trustees. 

AND  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Trustees  should  be  reduced 
to  four,  the  survivors  should  within  a  convenient  time  convey  and 
assign  all  the  freehold  property  to  the  use  of  such  survivors,  and 
six,  five  or  four  other  persons,  being  of  the  most  sufficient  and 
discreet  inhabitants  of  the  said  parishes  of  Usk,  Llangwm,  Llan- 
geview, and  Gwernesney,  or  one  of  them  And  the  Trustees 
were  empowered  to  choose  the  said  aged  persons,  and  to  displace 
them,  and  to  make  such  acts  for  their  government  as  by  the 
majority  of  the  trustees  should  be  thought  convenient.  AND  IT 
WAS  DIRECTED,  that  if  any  of  the  said  poor  people  should  be 
chosen  out  of  any  parish  other  than  the  said  parish  of  lilange- 
view,  two  sufficient  freeholders  of  such  parish  should  enter  into  a 
bond  in  £20,  to  receive  them  back  again,  if  turned  oiit  for  mis- 
behaviour. And  the  trustees  were  prohibited  from  letting  the 
property  for  any  longer  term  than  twenty-one  years,  and  were 
empowered  to  take  yearly  for  ever  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  40s 
over  and  above  so  much  as  should  go  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  poor  people,  to  be  expended  in  a  dinner  for  ever. 

18th  January,  1622. — The  said  Roger  Edwards  by  his  will  of 
this  date  confirmed  the  said  Charity,  and  bequeathed  to  hi^ 
executor  Me.  Walter  Rumsey,  the  sum  of  £450,  to  purchase 
land  of  the  yearly  value  of  £30,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said 
trustees  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  thereof  as  follows, 
viz. :  £20  equally  between  fniir  poor  shopkeepers  and  tradesmen 
dwelling  within  the  town  of  Usk,  by  the  direction  of  the  vicar, 
curate,  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town,  upon  the  days  of  Trinity 
Monday  and  the  Feast  of  St.  Liike  the  Evangelist  annually  ;  and 
£10  the  residue  thereof  annually  among  the  poor  people  of  the 
said  town  of  Usk,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments  of  oOs  each, 
at  Christmas,  Ladyday,  Midsummer  and  Michaelmas. 

f  Coo^cwnnwr  A-Jmsliouse. 
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5th  February,  21  James  I.— Mr  Roger  Edwards  by  a  CODICIL 
to  his  will  of  this  date,  gave  unto  the  said  twelve  poor  people  the 
sum  of  £5  yearly  out  of  his  lauds  and  tenements  towards  pro- 
viding twelve  friezed  gowns  for  them  annually. 

Ho  also  directed  that  instead  of  13s.  4d.,  there  should  be  paid 
to  the  poor  of  Gwernesuey  annually  10s.  only. 

He  also  gave  his  heuse  and  garden  with  the  appurtenance  8 
situate  in  the  said  towu  of  Usk,  to  his  said  trustees,  to  bo  used 
and  employed  ouly  for  the  habitation  of  such  schoolmaster,  as 
should  from  time  to  time  have  the  charge  of  teaching  tho  youth 
belonging  to  tlio  Free  School,  which  he  had  set  up  within  the  said 
town  of  Usk,  without  rent. 

The  Testator  also  revoked  the  trusts  in  his  will  declared  of 
the  sum  of  £.'<0,  to  be  derived  annually  from  tho  lands  to  be  pur- 
chased with  the  sum  of  £4.30,  and  instead  thereof  directed,  that 
such  £30  should  be  applied  as  follows  : — £10  to  be  added  to  tha 
£20  appointed  by  his  will  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  teacher 
of  the  Free  School ;  £10  to  be  distributed  yearly  among  the  poor 
of  the  said  town  ;  and  of  tho  remaining  £10  he  directed  £5  to  be 
annually  paid  to  such  poor  scholar  as  should  be  ready  to  depart 
from  the  said  Free  School,  and  iit  to  go  to  study  at  the  University 
of  Oxford,  to  help  him  for  his  admittance  and  charges  thither. 

And  the  Testator  finally  bequeathed  £40  for  the  procuring  an 
Act  of  Parliament  to  contii-m  the  said  charitable  gifts. 

28th  March,  1624.— Mr  Koger  Edwards  DIED  on  this  day 
having  made  another  codicil,  but  without  altering  his  will  and 
former  codicils  as  to  the  said  charity. 
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Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr  Edwards,  his  executor.  Me. 
Waltee  Kumsey,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  £450  so 
directed  to  be  laid  out,  sold  and  conveyed  to  the  said  other 
trustees,  John  Kumsey,  Kicha_ed  Moeoan,  Edwaed  Kumsey, 
JoiiN  Saxjndees,  Waltee  Powell,  and  John  Willlams,  certain 
lands  and  tenements  situate  in  the  parish  of  Llanbaddock,  and 
also  fourteen  acres  of  land  lying  in  Shirenewtou,*  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  together  of  £16,  and  certain  other  lauds  in  the  parish 
of  Llanover,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £24  and  upwards, t  and 
there  being  deducted  from  the  .£16  a  rent  of  .£10  per  annum 
chargeable  thereon  and  formerly  granted  to  the  said  Koger 
Edwards  (and  by  him  directed  to  be  appUed  for  part  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  said  Schoolmaster)  the  residue  thereof  with  the 
said  sum  of  £24,  made  up  the  £30  per  annum,  directed  to  be  pur- 
chased with  the  sum  of  £450. 

8th  May,  8  Charles  I.— BY  DEED  of  this  date,  the  said 
"Waltee  RuiiSEY,  John  Hxiksey,  Riohaed  Moeoan,  and  John 
WiLLLiMS,  being  then  the  four  surviving  feoffees,  did  convey  and 
surrender  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  all  the  said  freehold  and 
copyhold  messuages,  lands,  and  hereditaments  to  Heney  Ruksey, 

•  Smidi-y  closes  of  land,  14a.  3r.  21p. 
t  House  and  sundry  closes,  20a.  2r.  22p. 

8* 
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Edward   Rumsey,    Walter  IlmtsEY  the    totjn&ee,    Thomas 
MoEGAN  and  Edwaed  Moegan  the  youngee,  and  their  heirs. 

For  some  years  after  this  there  is  not  any  particular  account 
extant  of  the  proceedings  of  the  trustees,  but  it  appears  that  in 
consequence  of  sundry  abuses  having  been  committed  in  relation 
to  the  Charity,  a  Commission  was  issued  under  the  Great  Seal, 
directed  to  certain  Commissioners  to  inquire  therein,  and  by 
virtue  thereof  an  inquisition  was  taken  on  17th  March,  1663. 
The  Commissioners  decreed  that  the  feoffees  named  in  such  Com- 
mission had  abused  their  trust,  and  that  they  should  all  be  dis- 
charged from  further  acting  therein ;  and  the  Commissioners 
further  decreed,  that  the  said  Heney  Eumsey  the  youngee, 
should  make  a  feoffment  of  all  the  freehold,  and  duly  surrender 
all  the  copyhold  property  to  SiE  Teeyoe  Williams,  Bakt., 
Edwaed  Williams,  EsauiEE,  Thomas  Heebeet,  Matthew 
Powell,  J  ohn  Rumsey,  Edwaed  Williams,  and  Geoege  Haeeis, 
being  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  out  of  which  the  feofees 
according  to  the  appointment  of  the  donor  were  to  be  chosen,  IN 
TliUST,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Charity ;  and  in  case  the  said 
Henry  Rumsey  the  younger  refused  to  make  such  conveyance  and 
surrender,  the  Commissioners  ordered  such  new  trustees  to  jjut 
all  the  trusts  in  execution,  and  receive  the  rents  of  the  pro^jerty 
as  if  the  conveyance  had  been  duly  executed,  and  the  decree  then 
proceeded  to  point  out  the  duties  of  the  trustees,  and  which  were 
in  conformity  with  those  originally  prescribed  by  Mr  Roger 
Edwards. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Mr  Henry  Rumsey  ever  made  any 
conveyance  or  surrender  to  the  new  trustees,  but  the  latter 
enteied  upon  the  trust  estates,  and  applied  the  rents  and  profits  to 
the  several  charitable  purposes  directed  by  Roger  Edwards'  deed, 
will,  and  codicil,  aad  the  said  decree. 

This  continual  for  a  aeries  of  years,  but  at  length  all  those 
trustees  died  without  having,  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained, 
appointed  others  in  their  si ead,  at  least  the  succession  was  not  kept 
up,  for  in  the  year  1769,  and  for  several  years  previous,  there  was  no 
trustee  in  existence,  and  the  Trust  was  in  consbquence  so  wholly 
neglected,  and  the  rents  became  so  much  in  arroar,  that  it  was  con- 
sidered necessary  to  exhibit  an  information  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  the  name  of  the  Attorney-General,  with  a  view  to  get  new  trustees 
appointed  and  save  the  property  from  dilapidation  and  ruin  This 
was  done  at  the  relation  of  two  gentlemen  of  Usk,  named  Rogers  and 
Davies,  and  by  a  Decree  made  in  the  suit  of  llth  Januari/,  1772, 
Henry  Rogers,  Thomas  Lewis,  Richard  Vaughan  Norman 
(clerk),  David  Jones,  Rice  Davies,  and  Robert  Kinsey  were 
appointed  Trustees  of  the  said  Charity  Estates,  and  the  tenants 
directed  to  pay  them  the  rent  in  arrear  and  growing  rents,  and  those 
gentlemen  aci  ordingly  took  upon  themselves  the  execution  of  the 
trusts,  and  acted  there'in  until  their  respective  deaths. 

During  this  period  the  Charity  Estates  having  produced 
advanced  rents,  and  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  payments 
directed  by  the  original  Trust,  the  Trustees  increased  the  number  of 
pensioners  from  twelve  to  fourteen,  with  the  same  annual  payment 
to  each  of  them,  and  at  the  same  periods  as  before  proscribed.  They 
also  caused  a  Writing  School  to  be  established,  for  the  teaching  of 
writing  and  arithmetic  to  twenty- live  boys  of  the  same  description  as 
those  entitled  to  be  admitted  into  the  Grammar  School,  with  a  salary 
to  the  master  of  £35  per  annum,  which  Writing  School  was  found  to 
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M  a  great  service  and  advantage  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  of  mora 
utility  than  the  Grammar  School,  as  the  full  number  of  twenty  live 
boya  wua  always  kept  up  at  the  Writing  School,  whilst  in  the 
Grammar  School  there  were  often  not  more  than  live  or  six  boys. 

25th  March,  178!).- Bi'  DEED  of  this  date,  the  said  Richard 
Vavohan  Nuumax.  David  Jones,  Kdhekt  Kinsey,  and  Kick 
Davies,  being  the  four  then  surviving  trustees  of  the  said  charity, 
appointed  Tuumas  Ahuams  Williams,  Puilii-  Jones  and  John 
W ATKINS,  new  trustees,  in  the  stead  of  lienry  Rogers,  Thomai 
Lewis,  and  Richard  Jones,  who  had  severally  departed  this  life. 

2nd  September,  1701.— Ry  DEED  of  this  date,  Edmvnd 
TVatkins,  Thomas  Jones,  Philip  Reece,  Thomas  Pkotheko, 
and  Thomas  Davies,  were  appointed  Trustees  of  the  said  Charity, 
in  the  stead  of  Rice  Davies  and  Robert  Kinsey.  who  had  severally 
departed  this  life,  and  Thomas  Addams  Williams,  who  had  removed 
to  the  parish  of  Llanbaddock,  and  declined  acting  in  the  Trust. 

loth  November,  1808.— BV  DEED  of  this  date,  Thomas  Jones, 
John  Watkins,  and  Thomas  Pkotheko,  the  then  three  only  sur- 
viving trustees,  appointed  four  new  trustees,  viz.,  Alexandeu 
Jones,  Iltvu  Nicholl.  John  Olive,  and  Thomas  Hluhes,  in  the 
stead  of  Richard  Vaughan  Norman,  David  Jones,  Phiiip  Jones, 
Philip  Reece,  Edmund  Watkins  and  Thomas  Davies,  all  deceased. 

These  new  trustees  reduced  the  pensioners  at  the  Almshouse  to 
the  original  number  of  twelve,  but  increased  the  allowance  to  each 
from  .£5  to  £8,  conceiving  that  it  was  more  consistent  with  the 
intention  of  the  donor  to  increase  the  pensions,  than  the  number  of 
the  pensioners,  mid  notwithstanding  such  i7icreased  payments,  and  the 
additional  expense  attendant  on  the  estabtishment  of  the  Writing 
fchool,  the  funds  were  found  more  than  aileqiuile  to  meet  the  trusts  of 
the  Charity  and  such  neto  purposes,  and  from  the  sale  of  timber  and 
wood  and  advanced  rent,  the  trustees  found  themselves  possessed  of  a 
surplus  of  £916  oa  5d,  which  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  £1,300 
three  per  cent  consols,  and  in  the  year  1811,  the  same  was  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  said  Thomas  Jones,  John  Watkins,  Thomas 
Prothero  and  Alexander  Jones,  in  the  books  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

At  this  time  the  Almshouses  appropriated  for  the  residence  of 
the  pensioners  became  much  out  of  repair,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of 
some  of  the  trustees.that  it  would  be  more  advisable  wholly  to  re- 
build than  repair  the  same,  in  which,  however,  the  other  trustees  did 
not  coincide,  and  some  of  theai  were,  moreover,  disinclined  to  act  in 
the  execution  of  the  Trusts  of  the  Charity,  by  reason  of  the 
deviation  which  had  been  made  by  the  former  trustees  from  the  strict 
directions  of  the  Will  of  the  Founder,  conceiving  that  they  had  no 
power  to  do  so  without  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

In  consequence  of  this,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  exhibit  a 
supplemental  information  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  name  of 
the  Attorney-General,  for  the  purnese  of  having  the  sanction  of  the 
Lord  Chani-ellor  to  the  alterations  which  had  been  made,  and  were 
then  meditated  in  regard  to  the  Charity,  and  accordingly  such  infor- 
mation was  filed  in  the  year  1811,  at  the  relation  or  instance  of  the 
said  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Prothero  and  Alexander  Jones,  against 
lltyd  NichoU,  John  Olive  and  Thomas  Hughes,  the  other  trustees  ; 
and  it  prayed  that  the  establishment  of  the  Writing  School  might  be 
confirmed  by  a  decree  of  the  Court,  and  directed  to  be  continued 
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with  such  salary  to  the  master  thereof  for  the  time  being,  as  had 
theretofore  been  paid  to  him,  or  such  other  salary  as  the  Court  of 
Chancery  should  think  proper  ;  that  the  Relators  might  be  at  liberty 
■with  the  approbation  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court,  to  take 
down  and  re-build  the  Almshouse,  and  that  the  expense  thereof 
might  be  paid  out  of  the  said  £1,300,  3  ^  cent,  consols,  and  that  the 
relators  might  also  be  at  liberty  to  lay  before  the  master  a  plan  or 
proposal  how  the  surplus  of  the  said  fund  after  such  payments  as 
aforesaid,  and  likewise  the  surplus  of  the  annual  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  Charity  Estate,  after  answering  the  several  payments 
directed  by  the  Testator's  will,  and  of  the  salary  to  the  Writing 
Master,  should  be  applied  and  appropriated. 

29th  November,  1811. — To  this  information  the  defendant^ 
answered,  and  the  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  who  by  a  decree  of  this  date,  ordered  that  Mr  John  Olive 
(who  desired  to  be  discharged  from  acting  in  the  Trusts)  should  be 
discharged  accordingly,  and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  Master  Cox, 
to  appoint  one  or  more  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  a  new  trustee 
or  trustees  of  the  said  charity  estates  and  premises,  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  the  said  defendant,  John  Olive;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
defendants,  Iltyd  NichoU  and  Thomas  Hughes,  and  the  several  other 
remaining  trustees,  should  convey  and  assign  the  said  Trust  estates 
and  premises,  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  themselves  and  in  such  new 
trustee  or  trustees  so  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  master,  such  con- 
veyance and  assignment  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  master: 
AND  IT  WAS  ORDERED,  that  the  said  master  should  approve  of 
a  proper  scheme  for  the  future  management  and  regulation  of  the 
said  Charity,  and  for  the  application  of  the  funds  belonging  thereto ; 
and  the  trustees  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  lay  proposals  before  tho 
master  for  that  purpose,  and  in  the  meantime  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
master  should  inquire  and  state  to  the  Court,  whether  it  would  be 
(according  to  the  nature  of  the  said  charity)  for  the  benefit  of  the 
several  persons  interested  therein,  that  the  Almshouses  should  be 
pulled  down  and  re-built,  or  what  would  in  his  opinion  be  most 
advisable  to  be  done  in  respect  thereof.  And  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Relators  should  transfer  the  £1,300  in  the  funds  into  the  name  of  the 
Accountant  General  of  the  Court,  IN  TRUST  in  the  cause. 

No  further  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  taken  in  the  suit, 
nor  the  decree  to  have  been  otherwise  acted  upon,  than  by  the 
appointment  of  three  new  trustees  in  the  stead  of  Thomas  Jones, 
deceased,  and  John  Olive,  resigned,  and  the  execution  of  a  Deed  of 
Conveyance,  dated  dth  June,  1813  (settled  and  approved  of  by  the 
master),  whereby  John  Watkins,  Thomas  Pkothero, 
Alexander  Jones,  Iltyd  Nicholl,  and  Thomas  Hughes,  the 
five  then  continuing  trustees,  conveyed  all  the  Charity  Estates,  so  as 
to  vest  the  same  in  themselves  and  Thomas  Williams,  Richakd 
George  and  Edward  Bury,  the  three  new  trustees  appointed. 

The  Rev.  James  Barnard  Davies,  a  late  scholar  of  the  Free 
Grammar  School,  having  been  admitted  into  the  University  of 
Oxford,  applied  for  the  allowance  of  £o  towards  the  expenses  he  had 
incurred,  which  was  paid  to  him.  This  annual  bequest  of  t:5  to  any 
poor  scholar  going  to  the  L'niversity  of  O.xford  had  not  been  paid  or 
applied  for  e.xcept  on  that  occasion,  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
trustee  of  this  date. 

December  27th,  1811. — Mr  Andrew  Gordon  resigned  the  situation 
of  Master  of  the  Writing  School,  which  he  had  held  for  upwards  of 
thirteen  years,  in  consequence  of  declining  health. 
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June  Sth.  181fi,—Tn  consideration  of  the  (treat  reduction  in  the 
value  of  aETficultural  produce,  the  trustees  ordered  their  agent  to 
make  an  allowance  of  twenty  per  cent  to  thirteen  of  their  tenants, 
and  to  continue  the  same  allowame  until  further  orders 

On  the  '20th  of  May.  John  Bowen  Havard  was  dismissed  for 
inattention  to  hia  duties  and  improper  I'onduct.  and  John  Oeorge  the 
younger,  of  the  town  of  Vak,  was  appointed  Writing  Master  in  his 
stend,  at  the  same  salary  of  £70  per  annum  :  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  no  entrance  money  bo  demanded  or  received  in  future  by  the 
said  master. 

4th  July  1821.— BY  DEED  of  this  date,  Mr  TTughes  was  dis- 
char?ed  from  being  a  trustee  at  his  own  request,  and  the  said  Thomas 
P*rothero  and  Ivlward  Bury  being  then  dead,  two  new  trustees, 
namely,  "William  Addams  Williams,  the  Yoi-Nr.Eii,  EsariitE, 
and  Benjamin  Jones.  (  i.euk,  were  appointed  in  their  stead,  and 
the  Charity  Estates  again  conreyed,  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  the 
continuing  and  new  trustees. 

J[:iy  -Hth,  1822  —The  whole  of  the  rent  of  Tyrlay  farm  being 
bequeathed  in  certain  proportions  to  the  poor  of  Llangwm  I'cha, 
Llangeview  and  Gwernesney,  the  trustees  decided  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  increased  rent,  after  deducting  incidental  expenses, 
should  be  applied  to  that  purpose,  preserving  the  proportions  specified 
in  the  will 

In  addition  to  the  £5  Gown  money  to  the  pensioners,  a  further 
sum  of  £7  was  allowed  for  clothes. 

The  characters  on  the  tomb  of  Roger  Edwards  being  so  defaced 
as  to  be  illegible,  and  the  tomb  much  dilapidated,  and  there  being  a 
considerable  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  the  tru-stees 
caused  a  tablet  or  monument  to  be  erected  in  Usk  Church,  with  an 
inscription  containing  the  bequests  to  the  Charity,  and  the  directions 
in  the  will  relating  (hereto  ;  and  for  the  old  tomb  in  the  churchyard, 
a  new  one,  surrounded  by  iron  railings,  was  substituted. 

31st  July,  1822. -By  DEED  of  this  date  Henry  PorocK, 
EsaviRE,  and  James  Barnard  Davies,  clerk,  were  appointed 
additional  trustees  of  the  Charity,  and  the  property  vested  in  them 
jointly  with  the  former  trustees. 

The  decree  on  the  supplemental  information  had  not  yet  been 
further  acted  on,  but  the  trustees  continued  the  Writing  School  with 
an  advanced  salary  to  the  master  of  £70.  there  being  on  an  average 
forty  boys  instructed  therein,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr  John 
George,  the  master,  and  the  school  was  considered  of  great  utility 
and  advantage.  The  trustees  temporarily  repaired  the  Almshouses, 
and  the  number  of  pensioners  was  always  full,  there  being  no 
difficulty  in  finding  deserving  objects  in  the  parishes  particularly 
named  by  the  donor,  as  those  from  which  the  pensioners  were  to  be 
selected,  to  till  the  vacancies  that  may  occur 

According  to  the  wish  of  Roger  Edwards,  prayers  were  read  at 
the  Almshouse  twice  a  week  by  the  Rev.  Lewis  Williams,  the 
officiating  minister  of  Llangeview,  whose  remuneration  of  4(i8  per 
annum  directed  by  the  donor,  the  trustees  took  upon  themselves  to 
increase  to  £10.  the  former  being  obviously  inadequate  (according  to 
the  low  price  of  money  at  that  time)  to  the  trouble  of  such  duty. 

The  trustees  also  increased  the  salary  of  the  Rev.  John 
Saunders  who  had  been  master  of  the  Grammar  School  for  forty 
years,  from  £"20  to  £45  per  annum,  considering  the  former  in- 
adequate, although  the  number  of  boys  educated  in  that  school  was 
not  great.  The  master  resided  in  a  house  with  large  garden^ 
prqbftWy  wofth  £30  pej:  anjium,  fept  free. 
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Nnvomber  1.5th,  1824. — The  sum  of  £20  was  given  towards  the 
making  of  a  new  line  of  road,  leading  from  Llanllowell  to 
Coedcwnnwr  Almshouses  and  other  estates  belonging  to  the  Charity. 

May  25th,  1825.— A  further  sum  of  £5  given  towards  the  road 
to  the  Almshouse. 

Tn  ronsideration  of  the  improvement  in  the  value  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  the  rents  of  most  of  the  farms  were  raised. 

August  22nd  1825. — Messrs  .Tones  and  "Waddington  laid  a  com- 
'nunication  before  the  trustees,  stating  that  the  master  had  reported 
in  favor  of  takine  down  the  old  Almshouse  at  Coedcwnnwr  and  re- 
building the  same.  As  t'ne  season  of  the  year  for  building  was  so 
f«r  advanced,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  until  the  annual  meeting  in  November,  and  the  agent 
was  requested  in  the  meantime  to  procure  from  Mr  Haycock, 
working  plans  and  any  necessarv  information  that  may  be  required 
for  the  re-building  of  the  Almshouse  and  advertise  for  contractors 
in  the  Gloucester  and  Bristol  Journals. 

November  lltb,  1825  — A  contract  was  entered  into  with  John 
Arthur  and  "William  Davies,  masons.  Usk,  who  undertook  to  erect 
the  twelve  Almshouses  at  Coedcwnnwr  for  the  sum  of  £940 

May  17th,  1826 — Messrs  Jones  and  "Waddington.  Solicitors  to 
the  Trustees,  were  requested  to  take  immediate  steps  to  sell  out 
£1.300,  the  amount  of  stock  in  the  three  per  cent,  consols,  standing 
in  the  names  of  Messrs  Alexander  Jones,  John  "W'atkina,  and  the 
late  Thomas  Jones  and  Thomas  Prothero.  and  to  receive  the  half- 
year's  dividends  due  the  5th  January  last. 

November  8th,  1826.— The  Rev.  John  Saunders  resigned  the 
situation  of  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
"Williams  was  appointed  to  the  office  on  the  22nd  of  November,  at 
the  same  salary ;  and  it  was  ordered  by  the  trustees,  that  the  future 
hours  for  the  master's  attendance  on  the  boys,  should  be  from  seven 
o'clock  to  hilf-past  eight,  and  from  nine  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon; 
and  from  one  to  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon. 

January  4th.  1828.— Mr  George  Holmes  was  appointed  to 
succeed  the  late  Mr  John  George,  as  master  of  the  Writing  School. 

January  17th.  1828 — The  trustees  conveyed  the  Mardy  Estate, 
in  the  parish  of  Llanover.  valued  at  the  sum  of  £2,008  7s,  together 
with  the  sum  of  £200,  to  Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,  in  exchanee  for  the 
Pandy  Estate,  in  the  parish  of  Goytre,  valued  at  £2,752  78,  by 
which  exchange  a  balance  of  £544  was  gained  by  the  trustees. 

November  l-lth,  1828. ^The  number  of  boys  to  be  educated  in 
the  Grammar  Sfhool  was  limited  to  twenty,  and  in  the  "W^riting 
School  to  forty,  to  be  elected  from  the  several  parishes  of  Usk,  Llan- 
geview.  Gwernesney  and  Llangwm,  and  in  the  absence  of  candidates 
Jroin  those  parishes  to  he  elected  from  neifilihourinn  parishes. 

The  sum  of  £15  was  added  to  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the 
Grammar  School 

March  3rd,  1830.-The  Rev.  T.  Griffiths,  B. A.,  was  appointed 
master  of  the  Grammar  S  hool,  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
"Williams  who  had  sent  in  his  resignation. 

March  10th,  1830. -Mr  Thomas  Williams,  of  the  Rhadyr,  was 
appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  Writing  Master  for  the  next 
three  months  in  the  place  of  George  Holmes,  who  had  been 
suspended  for  that  period  for  ill-treatment  to  the  children  and  othef 
h'i'fgiilariUeS  in  hli»  6»r4sBt, 
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June  2nd,  1830. — George  Holmes  was  re-instated  in  the 
situation  of  Writing  Muster  until  the  Christmas  vacation,  in  the 
hope  that  ho  would  during  that  period  conduct  himself  in  a 
mamier  satisfactory  to  the  trustees  of  the  Charity. 

January  12th,  1831 — The  Trustee  ordered  that  six  bags  of 
coal  per  annum  be  supplied  to  each  pensioner,  including  the 
current  year. 

May  25th,  1831. — George  Holmes,  the  Writing  Master,  was 
dismissed,  being  considered  by  the  trustees  imfit  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  Writing  School. 

The  Rev.  John  Fowell  Jones,  Rector  of  Gwemesney,  and 
Thomas  Reece,  Esq.,  of  Usk,  were  appointed  trustees  in  the 
room  of  Mr  Richard  George  and  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Jones, 
deceased. 

June  16th,  1831. — Mr  Sidney  Stone  was  appointed  Writing 
Master,  at  the  salary  heretofore  paid. 

July  25  th,  1832. — It  having  been  represented  that  the  hours 
of  attendance  at  the  Grammar  School  were  found  inconvenient, 
it  was  resolved,  that  in  future  the  hours  should  be  from  Nine  to 
Twelve,  and  from  Two  to  Four,  with  liberty  to  Mr  Griffiths  to 
give  one  half -holiday  in  the  week,  and  that  he  do  enforce  a  strict 
attendance  of  the  boys  during  school  hours. 

November  14th,  1832. — The  Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  of  the 
RhadjT,  was  appointed  master  of  the  Grammar  School,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Griffiths  having  resigned. 

January  22nd,  1833. — The  parents  of  children  in  the 
Grammar  School  having  represented  to  the  trustees,  that  they 
placed  their  children  in  the  said  school  in  consequence  of  a 
resolution  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  16th  of  May  last,  by  whic  h 
the  master  was  required  to  give  instruction  in  English,  writing 
and  arithmetic,  and  that  unless  that  plan  was  continued  they 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  removing  them  from  the  school, 
as  the  education  given  was  not  at  all  suited  to  the  stations  in  life 
they  were  intended  for.  The  master  was,  therefore,  requested 
to  continue  for  the  present  to  give  the  general  instruction 
according  to  the  said  resolution,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Investigating  Public  Charities. 

March  14th,  1833.— The  Rev.  Mr.  Darvel  (formerly  Stone), 
having  represented  to  the  trustees  that  the  boys  under  his  care  in 
the  Writing  School  were  from  poverty  unable  to  find  themselves 
with  pens,  the  sum  of  £3  was  ordered  to  be  allowed  towards 
finding  the  same. 

May  29th,  1833. — Mr  John  Davies,  surgeon,  was  appointed 
to  visit  the  pensioners  at  a  salary  of  £5  per  annum. 

June  18th,  1835. — It  having  been  brought  imder  the  notice 
of  the  trustees,  that  the  annual  expenditure  considerably 
exceeded  the  annual  income,  and  that  the  sum  of  £200  and 
upwards  was  due  to  their  agent,  they  this  day  assembled  to 
examine  the  different  items  of  annual  expenditure,  and  resolved 
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to  make  the  following  abatements  in  the  annual  outgoings  :  — 

Tlie  Grammar  Master's  salary  to  be  reduced 
The  Writing  Master  ditto 

The  allowance  for  making  fires 
The  Pensioners  be  reduced  annually 

The  Gown  Money  be  reduced 3 

The  Clergyman's  salary  be  reduced  . . 

The  Annual  Donation  to  Usk  poor  reduced    . . 

The  other  parishes  be  reduced 

The  Allowance  of  Coals  to  Scbool  reduced    . . 

The  Allowance  for  Pens  and  Ink  reduced 

The  Annual  Dinner  Bill  reduced 

The  Annual  Survey  discontinued 

£68  12    6 

February  8th,  1836. — The  Rev.  James  Ashe  Gabb  was  elected 
trustee  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  demise  of  John 
Watkins,  Esq. 

September  Mth,  1836.— The  Rev.  John  Philip  Reece  Shepard 
was  appointed  master  of  the  Grammar  School,  in  the  room  of 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  who  had  resigned  the  situation  on 
his  appointment  to  the  living  of  Langstone. 

July  12th,  1837. — The  reduction  in  the  pensioners'  annual 
pay  amounting  to  £8  18s,  and  that  in  the  gown  money  amounting 
to  £3,  and  the  reduction  of  £2  2s  in  the  clergyman's  salary,  was 
ordered  to  be  restored  to  them  respectively  from  and  after  the 
ensuing  Christmas. 

December  29tb,  1837.— Mr  Darvell  tendered  his  resignation 
as  master  of  the  Writing  School,  and  experience  having  proved 
that  a  separate  Grammar  School  had  become  almost  useless,  and 
chiefly  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  obtaining  instruction  in 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  it  was  decided  to  unite  the 
Grammar  and  Writing  Schools,  and  place  them  under  the  care  of 
one  master.  The  Rev.  J.  P.  R.  Shepard  was  appointed  master, 
at  a  salary  of  £120  per  annum,  with  the  house  and  garden  in 
Middle  Street,  rent  free,  and  out  of  such  salary  he  was  to  pro- 
vide and  pay  an  usher  or  assistant. 

July  21st,  1838. —The  finances  having  improved,  the  allow- 
ances to  the  jioor  inhabitants  of  Usk  and  the  other  parishes  were 
restored  the  annual  sum  of  £20. 

June  4th,  1841. — The  agent  reported  that  oak  and  other 
timber  belonging  to  the  Charity  to  the  amount  of  £1,035  had 
been  recently  disposed  of,  and  the  balance  in  hand  exclusive  of 
thtat  sum  amounted  to  £471  lis  od. 

August  18th,  1841.— The  Rev  John  Fleming,  Vicar  of 
Llanprwm,  was  elect  d  trustee,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr  Pocock. 

November  10th,  1841. — Repairs  at  Tyrlay,  Priscoed,  and 
other  farms  to  the  amount  of  £355  were  ordered. 

May  17th,  1843.— The  Building  Committee  reported  that 
£520  16s  4d  had  been  expended  in  canying  out  the  repairs  as 
before  stated  and  building  a  house  at  the  Pandy,  and  further 
repairs  to  the  amount  of  i;247  were  ordered. 
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May  22nd,  1843.- The  Rev.  William  Evans,  Vicar  of  Usk,  was 
appointed  trustee. 

May  29th,  1843. — A  new  school  house  was  ordered  to  b« 
erected  according  to  a  plan  and  estimatt'  by  Mr  Daniel  at  a  cost  of 
i'477.  With  the  view  of  extending  iho  benefit  of  the  Free  School 
by  affording  elementary  instruction  on  tlie  phin  of  the  National 
SSchools,  in  addition  to  the  present  system  of  tuition,  all  the  male 
children  within  the  parishes  intere>ted  in  the  Charity,  wer« 
ordered  to  be  admissable  at  five  years  of  age. 

August  24th,  1843. — The  union  of  the  Grammar  and  Writing 
Schools  under  one  master,  having  been  found  from  experience  not 
to  answer  the  expectation  of  the  trustees,  and  it  being  deemed  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  combine  the  eleuientary 
education  of  the  children  with  the  higher  brunches  of  education 
contemplated  by  the  present  constitution  of  the  school,  it  was 
decided  that  the  school  should  be  brought  back  to  its  former  and 
long-established  constitution  of  a  Grammar  and  Writing  School  in 
separate  schools,  with  the  following  alterations : — that  the 
Grammar  Master  should  have  the  tuition  of  not  exce«ding  thirty 
boys,  and  if  required  they  should  be  instructed  in  writing, 
arithmetic,  geO:;raphy,  and  the  classics,  and  the  master  should  be 
allowed  to  take  private  pupils,  and  if  a  cleigyman  also  to  be 
appointed  chaplain  to  the  Almshouse.  The  Writing  Master  to 
instruct  in  reading,  writing,  and  the  elements  of  arithmetic,  as 
many  of  the  children  of  the  privileged  parishes,  as  the  trustees 
should  at  any  time  direct,  in  the  school  room  lately  used  as  a 
National  School.  The  Rev.  J.  P.  R.  Shepard  continued  master  of 
the  Grammar  School,  and  on  the  8th  of  November  Mr  William 
Whitmore  was  appointea  master  of  the  Writing  School. 

June  14th.  1845. — The  sum  of  £10  was  contributed  toward 
re-building  and  enlarging  Goytrey  Church,  on  behalf  of  the  Pandy 
Farm,  in  that  parish. 

September  10th,  1845.— The  sum  of  £57  Os.  lOd  was  paid  over 
to  (Jsk  Church  Building  Committee,  on  account  of  expenses 
incurred  in  the  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  Vestry  Room, 
occa>ioned  by  the  pulling  down  and  removal  of  the  Free  School 
from  the  churchyard. 

June  9ih,  1847. — The  Rev.  John  Irvin»,  of  Llantrissent,  and 
the  Rev.  James  Blower,  of  Gwernesuey,  were  elected  trustees,  to 
fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  deaths  of  the  Rev.  James  Ashe 
Gabb  and  the  Rev.  James  Barnard  Davies. 

August  16th,  1847. — Mr  William  Davis,  appointed  agent. 
The  salary  to  the  master  of  the  Grammar  School  was  increased 
from  £50  to  £60,  per  annum,  together  with  the  house  and  garden 
rent  Iree.  The  number  of  fiee  scholars  was  limited  to  25,  who 
were  to  be  instructed  in  the  classics,  and  in  English  and  com- 
mercial education,  including  writing.  The  master  allowed  to  take 
private  pupils,  and  if  a  clergyman  to  be  chaplain  to  the 
Almshouses,  with  a  salary  of  ten  guineas  per  aunum. 

September  28th,  1847.— The  Rev.  John  Philip  Keece  Shepard 
having  resigned,  the  Rev.  John  Farrand  was  appointed  master 
of  the  Grammar  School. 
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March  7th,  1848. — A  donation  of  £5  was  given  in  aid  of  the 
proposed  new  National  School  at  Goytrey. 

March  22nd,  1848. — The  trustees  having  at  a  former  meeting 
decided  that  fifteen  boys  only  should  be  admitted  free,  and  ten 
on  payment  of  a  capitation  fee  of  one  guinea  per  quarter,  a 
memorial  numerously  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Usk,  was 
transmitted  to  the  said  trustees,  in  which  memorial  the  inhabi- 
tants expressed  their  dissatisfaction  to  the  alteration,  and  con- 
sidered the  distinction  made  with  regard  to  the  payment  for  a 
portion  of  the  scholars,  would  be  attended  with  injurious  effects 
towards  that  portion  admitted  free,  and  the  inhabitants  further 
stated  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  if  the  income  arising  from  the 
increased  rents  of  the  Trust  were  properly  applied,  there  would 
be  ample  funds  for  paying  the  master  as  heretofore  without 
levying  a  charge  on  any  of  the  scholars ;  but  should  the  funds 
be  found  inadequate  for  the  payment  of  a  competent  master,  the 
memorialist  preferred  submitting  to  a  smaller  sum  being  charged 
equally  upon  all  the  scholars  admitted  into  the  Grammar  School. 

The  trustees  took  the  memorial  into  their  consideration  and 
decided  that  the  whole  of  the  twenty-five  foundation  scholars 
should  henceforth  pay  a  capitation  fee  of  10s.  per  quarter  ;  that 
all  scholars  not  on  the  foundation,  but  belonging  to  the  privileged 
parishes  pay  £1  per  quarter,  and  that  all  other  scholars  be 
regarded  as  private  pupils. 

January  19th,  1849. — A.  donation  of  £10  ordered  to  be  given 
to  the  chaplain  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  £10,  in  consideration 
of  his  having  performed  divine  service  regularly  every  Sunday 
at  the  Almshouse  since  his  appointment. 

May  20th,  1830. — The  sum  of  £5  was  given  towards  the  re- 
building of  Llangwm  Isha  Church. 

August  Seth,  1850. — The  Eev.  John  Farrand  having  resigned 
the  situation  of  Grammar  Master,  the  Eev.  W.  H.  Wrenford 
was  elected  in  his  stead. 

A  memorial  numerously  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Usk 
and  the  other  parishes  interested  in  the  charity,  was  laid  before 
the  trustees,  humbly  requesting  them  to  abolish  the  capitation 
fee  levied  on  the  scholars  in  the  Grammar  School  on  the  22iid  of 
March,  1848.  The  trustees,  in  reply,  stated  tliat  it  was  not  in 
their  power  then  to  do  so. 

April  10th,  1851. — Mr  James  Cormick  and  his  wife  were 
appointed  master  and  mistress  of  the  Writing  School.  The 
number  of  boys  in  the  Writing  School  to  be  limited  to  eighty, 
and  the  same  rule  to  ajiply  to  the  girls. 

April  12th,  1852. — The  sura  of  £10  was  given  towards  com- 
pleting a  new  line  of  road  from  the  Chain  Bridge  to  the  Newport, 
Abergavenny,  and  Hereford  Hail  way,  it  being  considered  tliat 
such  new  road  would  be  of  groat  advantage  to  the  propeity  of 
the  trustees  situate  in  the  parish  of  Goytrey. 

August  12th,  1851. — A  donation  of  £5  5s  was  made  to  the 
Eev.  W.  H.  Wrenford,  iu  addition  to  his  salary  as  Chaplain  to 
the  Almsliouse. 
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October  8th,  18.^3  — A  gratuity  of  ton  guineas  was  allowed 
the  chaplain  for  the  year  commencing  at  Miilsummer  last,  on 
condition  of  the  Sunday  services  from  the  present  time  being 
performed  alternately  morning  and  evening. 

October  nth,  1S")4. — Part  of  a  meadow  belonging  to  Keven 
Buchan  Farn»  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  maknig  a  new  road 
from  Benjamin  Jones'  cottage  uj)  to  Kevi^n  Bucliau,  and  £o  was 
given  towards  building  a  bridge  over  the  brook  cailed  Nant-y- 
march. 

February  16th,  1855. — A  gratuity  of  ten  guineas  was  allowed 
to  the  chaplain  at  the  Almshouse,  lor  the  year  commencing 
Midsummer  last. 

March  14tb,  1863. — At  a  tneetinf;  of  the  trustees,  it  was  resolved 
"That  tlie  consideration  of  the  alterations  and  repairs  necessary 
to  be  made  in  the  Grairmar  School  buildings,  be  tiroiight  lefoie 
the  next  meeting  of  the  taistees  Mr  James  Bromfield  was 
elected  trustee  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Fowel  Jones. 

May  2nd,  1S63. — At  a  meeting  specially  called  by  Judge 
Falconer  and  W.  II.  Nicholl,  Esq.,  there  were  present— Iltyd 
Nicholl,  Esq.  (chairmani,  Ju'lge  Falconer.  Rev.  S.  C.  Baker,  D  E. 
Partridge,  Esq.,  Rev.  W.  Price,  W.  H.  Nichnll.Esq.  (old  trustees), 
and  the  Rev.  S  W.  Gardner,  Charles  Protbero,  Esq  ,  W.  B. 
Gething,  Esq.,  Rev.  G.  FeiMing,  and  James  Bromfleld  (new 
trustees).  Mr  Greatwood  resigned  his  oSce  as  medical  attendant 
at  the  Almshouse.  Judge  Falconer  proposed:  "That  the  con- 
dition of  the  School  Room  is  such  as  to  require  re-bniUiing."  Mr 
Nicholl  strongly  advocated  the  plans  proposed  by  Mr  Falconer, 
and  thought  if  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
Grammar  School,  it  would  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  town  ;  and 
Mr  Bromfield  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the  advantages  the 
town  would  derive  from  having  a  good  Grammar  Schonl.  On 
being  put  to  the  meeting,  eight  voted  for  the  resolution  and  four 
against  it  ;  two  abstained  from  voting.  The  resolution  was 
accordingly  carried.  The  following  were  the  several  tenders 
received  : — James  Jones,  Usk,  £676  10s  ;  Daniels,  Crickhowell, 
£663  ;  Lewis,  Raglan,  £t)50  ;  lMort;an,  Raglan,  £637  ;  Jones, 
Raalan,  £590  ;  Roberts  and  Thomas,  Usk,  £540  ;  Stride,  Cardiff, 
£450.  Mr  Stride's  tender  being  so  much  lower  than  the  others, 
was  accepted. 

June  3rd,  1863.— It  was  resolved  that  Mr  VVrenford  be 
immediately  paid  £40  on  account  of  his  salary,  as  schoolmaster, 
for  the  year  1863,  and  also  half  his  stipend  as  chaplain,  and  also 
the  arrears  (if  any)  accumulating  between  November  the  7th,  antl 
December  the  3rd,  1862.  That  .Mr  Wrenford  be  allowed  30s  for 
prizes  for  the  boys,  at  Midsunjmer  next,  ami  that  Mr  Walkey  be 
requested  to  undertake  their  examination  at  that  time,  which  that 
gentleman  consented  to. 

September  30th,  1863. — Proposed  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Price,  and 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Gardner  :  — "That  as  the  Rev.  Mr  Price, 
one  of  the  tiustees,  intends  to  e<tabli<h  a  school  for  the  labouring 
and  industrial  classes  of  Llangwm,  Llangeview,  and  Gwernesuey, 
the  trustees  be?  to  recommend  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  to 
allow  the  fifteenth  part  of  the  £530,  stock  belonging  to  the  country 
branch  of  the  Charity,  now  ia  the  three  per  cent,  consols,  to  be 
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sold  out  and  paid  over  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  towards 
the  erection  of  the  said  school,  and  also  that  the  income  of  the 
country  branch  for  the  current  j'ear  be  given  towards  the 
establishment  of  such  school." 

December  2ad,  1863. — It  was  resolved  that  the  one-tenth, 
under  the  rule,  be  paid  to  the  Usk  Elementary  School,  and  also 
that  the  trustees  grant  for  this  year  the  second  one-tenth  (which 
they  may  vote  yearly  accordina;  to  their  discretion)  to  the  said  Usk 
Elementary  Schools.  That  Mr  William  Daris,  the  present  clerk, 
be  appointed  General  Agent,  to  look  after  all  the  lauds,  houses, 
and  property,  generally,  on  the  Charity  estates  ;  see  to  all  repairs, 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  to  the  trustees, 
at  their  general  meetings,  at  an  annual  charge  of  £10,  to  include 
everything.  That  £20  be  allowed  as  a  contribution  to  the  road 
recently  made  in  Goytrey,  out  of  the  Usk  Branch,  by  two  annual 
payments,  it  having  greatly  improved  the  value  of  the  Pandy  farm. 

June  20th,  1877. — Mr  James  F.  M'Kerrow  appointed  master 
of  the  Grammar  School. 

February  29th,  1884. — At  a  meeting  held  this  day,  at  which 
Messrs  T.  Watkius  (chairman),  J.  H.  Clark,  W.  B.  Gethiug,  H. 
C,  Griffin,  and  the  liev.  S.  C.  Baker,  were  present.  Mr  John 
Waters,  the  tenant  of  Frescoed  Farm,  was  allowed  £2  as  com- 
pensation for  damage  done  to  the  land  in  hauling  timber  and 
coppice.  Mr  Gustard,  solicitor,  attended  the  meeting  and  stated 
that  Miss  Hannah  Davies,  had  by  her  will  dated  in  1873. 
bequeathed  her  residuary  personal  estate  to  the  poor  or  schools 
of  the  parish  of  Usk,  and  proposed  that  Mrs  Waddington  should 
take  out  administration  with  the  will  annexed  to  distribute  the 
funds  as  the  Court  may  direct.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Baker,  ami  seconded  by  Mr  Watkins,  that  the  Governors  when 
served  with  a  citation  to  appear  before  the  Court  of  Probate  allow 
the  matter  to  pass  by  default  in  order  that  the  suggestion  made 
by  Mr  Gustard  be  carried  out. 

November  28th,  1884. — At  a  meeting  held  this  day  a  letter 
from  the  Highway  Board  was  read  asking  the  Governors  to  give  a 
piece  of  land  for  widening  the  highway  near  Kilfigan,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Highway  Board  be  requested  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  and  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Governors. 

July  11th,  1885.— At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Governors 
called  to  : — 1 — To  consider  the  Head  Master's  letter  suggesting 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  for  him  to  consult  on  the 
question  of  suspensions  and  expulsions.  2— To  hear  the  complaint 
of  Mr  George  Mundy  and  the  Head  Master's  explanation  thereof. 
3  —To  discuss  the  subjeet  of  suspensions  generally.  4 — To  transact 
any  other  business  arising  out  of  the  above.  Mr  M'Kerrow,  the 
Head  Master,  attended,  accompanied  by  his  legal  representative, 
Mr  J.  H.  Farquhar :  Mr  George  Mundy  was  also  present  to 
substantiate  his  corajilaint.  both  .sides  were  heard  at  consider- 
alile  length.  The  Governors  expressed  their  disapproval  of  the 
punisiiment  adopted  by  the  master,  and  adjourned  the  subject  to 
their  next  meeting. 

July  31st,  1885. —At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Governors, 
present — Messrs  Thomas  Watkins  (chairman),  W.  B.  Gethiug,  H. 
CdGriflinf  Jamea  Jonos,  J«  Hj  Ckrkj  Sidney  Smith  end  Sidney  A.' 
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Hiley,  and  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Baker.  It  was  resolved  unanimously 
that  a  special  nieetinpf  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
master  of  the  (Traiumar  School  six  calenilar  months'  notice  of  dis- 
missal, in  accordance  with  Clause  25  of  the  Scheme. 

August  I4th,  lS8r>. — It  was  resolved  that  six  calendar  months' 
notice  of  dismissal  be  given  to  the  master,  and  that  a  further 
meeting  be  convened  for  confirming  this  resolution,  which  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  carried  and  confirmed  at  a  meeting  held 
on  the  31st  August. 

December  30th,  1885. — A  special  mooting,  at  which  all  the 
foregoing  Governors  were  present,  with  the  addition  of  Mr  A.  J. 
Shepard,  was  hf'ld  to  receive  a  memorial  from  the  town  in  favour 
of  the  master  being  reinstated,  when  it  was  proposed  by  the  Rev. 
S.  C.  Baker,  and  seconded  by  Mr  Shepard  :  That,  in  consideration 
of  the  memorial  and  of  a  letter  from  Mr  M'Kerrow,  that  the 
resolution  of  the  meetings  of  the  14th  and  31st  of  August  he 
re.scinded  ;  the  resul*",  of  which  was,  that  three  voted  for  rescinding 
the  resolution  and  five  for  the  master's  dismissal,  one  remaining 
neutral. 

January  29th,  1S86. — The  Clerk  was  directed  to  advertise  for  a 
new  master. 

i\Iarch  5th,  ISSO. — Out  of  a  great  number  of  applicants  for  the 
situation  of  Head  Master,  six  were  selected  by  the  committee  for 
final  selection. 

April  9th,  1886.— Mr  J.  H.  Priestley,  B.A.,  London,  was 
unanimously  elected. 

January  7th,  1S87. — The  Governors  consented  to  give  thirteen 
perches  of  land  for  improving  and  widening  the  Coedeon  road, 
provided  the  sanction  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  was  given. 

March  25th,  1887. — A  letter  from  the  Charity  Commissioners 
was  read,  sanctioning  the  gratuitous  grant  of  thirteen  perches  of 
the  Charity  lanfl,  being  part  of  the  Frescoed  Farm,  to  enable  the 
Highway  Board  to  widen  the  Coedeon  road. 


CHARITY     COMMISSION. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  December  12th  and  13tli, 
1877,  R.  Durnford,  Esq.,  Assistant-Commissioner,  was 
engaged  in  meeting  the  different  public  bodies  of  Usk,  to 
consult  aud  hear  opinions  as  to  the  desirability  or  other- 
wise of  adopting  the  new  draft  scheme  for  the  government 
of  Roger  Edwards'  Grammar  School,  which  had  been  sent 
down  to  the  inhabitants  some  months  since  for  their  con- 
sideration, and  on  which  memorials  had  been  based  and 
forwarded  to  the  Charity  Commission  from  the  inhabi- 
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tants  generally — from  the  Portreeve  and  Burgesses — from 
the  Managers  of  the  National  School — from  the  Vicar, 
Churchwardens,  and  Overseers — and  from  the  Local 
Board. 

The  first  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  Trustees  of  Roger  Edwards  Charity 
met,  which  was  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Baker. 
This  meeting  occupied  the  greater  portion  of  the  day. 

On  Wednesday,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Portreeve  and 
Burgesses  met  the  Commissioner  at  the  Town  Hall,  and 
discussed  the  points  alluded  to  in  their  memorial.  This 
meeting  occupied  an  hour. 

The  Commissioner  then  proceeded  to  the  Vicarage  to 
meet  the  parochial  officers,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
interview  met  a  deputation  of  the  National  School 
managers.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cadwallader  attended,  but  his 
presence  was  objected  to,  as  he  had  not  been  nominated 
as  one  of  the  deputation,  and  he  accordingly  retired. 

The  next  appointment  was  to  meet  the  Local  Board  at 
two  o'clock.  Mr.  Clark  took  the  chair,  and  all  the 
members,  with  one  exception,  were  present.  Before 
proceeding  to  business,  Mr.  Greenhow-Relph  entered  the 
room  and  took  his  seat.  The  Chairman  informed  Mr. 
Relph  that  it  was  a  private  meeting  and  an  adjournment 
of  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Commis- 
sioner. Mr.  Relph,  however,  retained  his  seat,  and 
wished  it  put  to  the  members  whether  or  not  he  should 
remain.  The  Chairman  again  said  it  was  a  meeting  of 
the  Local  Board  and  not  a  public  meeting,  and  the 
Commissioner  informed  Mr.  Relph  that  he  should  be 
happy  to  hear  any  remarks  from  him  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Relph  then  asked 
if  he  might  be  allowed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  a  public 
meeting  which  had  been  held  in  the  town  in  April  last. 
On  the  Chairman  being  appealed  to,  he  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  suspend  the  meeting  whije  Mr.  Relph 
expressed  his  views.  Mr.  Relph  then  entered  fully  into 
the  proceedings  of  the  April  meeting,  of  whiclx  the 
Commissioner  took  notes.  The  Chairman  remarked  that 
Mr.  Relph  had  occupied  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
the  Board  could  not  be  detained  longer.  Mr.  Relph 
then  left,  and  the  members  of  the  Board  proceeded  to  lay 
their  opinions  before  the  Commissioner. 
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[The  Charter  to  the  Burgesses  of  Usk.j 


The  original  charter  granted  by  Roger  ^Mortimer, 
Earl  of  March,  conferi-ing  pi-ivileges  on  the  Mayor  and 
Burgesses  was  burnt  during  tlio  sacking  and  con- 
flagration of  the  town  by  Owen  Glondower.  It  was 
dated  2Gth  Jul}-,  1;>98,  in  the  21st  year  of  Richard 
II.  The  ratification  of  that  chai-ter  was  made  by 
Edmund  do  JMortimer,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1416, 
in  the  ;3rd  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V,,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : — 

THE     CHARTER. 

"EDMUND  DE  MORTIMER,  Earl  of  March 
and  Ulster,  Lord  Wigmore  and  Clare,  to  all  Xtian 
people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Health : 
'iULXC  have  lookt  into  a  certain  Charter  granted  by 
GUI'  most  beloved  Lord  and  Father  Eager  late  Earl 
of  MarsJi,  as  it  is  said  from  under  his  Seal,  contain- 
ing these  words,  word  by  word  :* — 

'■'■Roger  de  MorHmer,  Earl  of  Marsh  and  Ulster, 
Lord  of  fUsk,  TrcUegg,  Tregricke,  Carlion,  Edlogan, 
and  Lebenltlh  in  Wales. — 

STo  all  our  faithful  People  in  the  parts  aforesaid, 
and  to  all  others  to  whom  these  present  letter  shall 
come  ;  Health — 

i^ltoU)  vt  that  we  have  granted,  and  by  this 
present  Charter  have  confirmed  for  ourselves  and  our 
heirs  unto  the  Baililf  Community  and  Burgesses  of 
our  To'svn  of  Usk,  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors, 
that  they  have  for  ever  all  liberties,  franchises,  and 


*  Eoger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  Marsh  and  Ulster,  Lord  Wigmore 
was  a  great  favorite,  aud  thought  a  GaUaut  of  the  Queeu  of 
Heury  '2ud,  about  the  year  1322—1325. 

t  Usk,  Trelleck,  Llaugibby,  Caorleou,  Trcduimock,  &c. 
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customs  wliicli  their  predecessors  used  and  enjoyed 
from  the  time  of  Lady  Elizabeth  de  Burgh,  former 
Lady  of  that  Town. 


iO  we  have  granted,  and  by  this  our  present 
Charter  have  confirmed,  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs 
to  the  same  Bailiff  Community  and  Burgesses,  that 
they  and  theirs  and  successors  freely  may  elect  of 
themselves  every  year  for  ever,  one  Bailiff  for  the 
better  government  of  the  same  town,  which  Bailiff 
so  elected,  they  the  Community  Burgesses  their 
heirs  or  successors  or  four  of  the  most  substantial  of 
them,  shall  present  every  year  within  fifteen  days 
next  after  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael,  to  our 
Steward  or  the  Steward  of  our  Heirs  Lords  afore- 
said, which  Bailiff  elected  and  presented  in  the  form 
or  manner  aforesaid,  then  shall  undertake  a  corporal 
oath  before  the  said  steward  or  his  deputy,  well  and 
faithfully  according  to  custom,  the  Town  aforesaid 
to  our  use  and  our  heirs,  and  to  all  things  which  are 
proper  and  convenient  that  Bailiffs,  Citizens,  or 
Burgesses  of  England  should  swear  and  observe. 

ifirtOrCCbfV  we  grant  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs 
to  the  bailiffs,  community  and  burgesses  aforesaid, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  successors,  that  they,  their 
heirs  and  successors  have  for  ever  these  libertys 
under  written. 

JTljat  is  to  sap,  that  none  of  them  shall  be 
di-awn  into  any  pleading  before  Our  Heirs,  or  any 
Justices  or  Ministers  of  Ours  or  our  Heirs  out  of 
the  Hundred  of  our  Town  afoi-esaid,  for  the  lands 
and  tenements  which  are  in  the  Town  aforesaid,  or 
within  bounds  and  limits  of  the  liberty  of  the  same 
Town  aforesaid,  nor  for  any  felonies,  robberies, 
transgressions,  debts,  bargains,  agreements,  cove- 
nants, or  whatever  others,  in  the  same  Town,  or 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  Liberties 
thereof,  done,  perpetrated,  or  occasioned,  but  siich 
shall  peaceably  before  our  Steward  and  that  of  our 
heirs,  or  his  Deputy  and  Bailiff  of  the  same  Town 
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for  the  time  being',  oi-  before  the  said  Bailiff  in  the 
absence  of  the  Stewai-d  of  us  and  our  Heirs  or  his 
Deputy,  within  tlie  Hundred  of  the  Town  aforesaid, 
be  impleaded  and  determined  unless  such  pleas  may 
specially  touch  us  or  our  Heirs,  or  the  Community 
of  the  said  Town,  always  saving  unto  Ourselves  and 
Heirs  tines,  ransoms,  and  amerciaments  and  all 
others. 

©Oltrfl'lttUJ  these  pleas,  complaints,  and  pi'ose- 
cutions  as  come  before  our  or  our  Heir's  Stewards 
or  their  Deputies,  and  tbe  Bailiff  himself  which 
shall  be  for  the  time  being,  or  before  their  Bailiff  in 
the  absence  of  the  Steward,  or  his  deputy  as  is 
aforementioned,  in  such  a  manner  forthcoming,  and 
all  others  whatever  as  to  us  and  our  Heirs  from 
thence  issuing  and  over  holding. 

^ICO  we  have  granted  for  ourselves  and  our  Heirs 
to  the  Bailiff  Community  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Town  aforesaid,  that  none  of  them  their  Heirs  or 
Successors  shall  be  put  with  strange  people  in  sworn 
assizes  or  inquisitions  whatevei\  whereby  before  our 
Justices  and  Officers  or  those  of  our  Heirs,  by  reason 
of  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  it  should  so  happen 
without  the  said  Town  or  out  of  the  limits  and 
bounds  of  the  liberty  of  the  Town  aforementioned, 
by  reason  of  any  transgressions,  debts,  bargains, 
covenants,  or  any  other  agreements  whatsoever, 
without  the  Town's  bounds  and  limits  afore- 
mentioned, done,  perpetrated  and  occasioned,  unless 
in  such  assize  sworn  or  inquisitions  they  touch,  any 
one  of  the  Community  or  Burgesses  of  the  said 
Town,  and  of  theii-s  they  touch  any  of  them. 

iTtJCn  tor;  iUtll  that  one  moiety  of  the  Jury  in 
such  assizes  and  inquisitions  be  of  honest  and  lawful 
Bui-gesses  of  the  Town  aforesaid,  and  the  other 
Moiety  of  good  and  lawful  Persons  from  the  other 
outward  Domain  aforesaid,  and  that  no  one  of  our 
other  outward  Domains  shall  be  put  with  those 
Burgesses  or  their  Successors  on  the  Jury  at  the 
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assizes  or  any  inquisitions  wliatevcr,  wliicli  before 
oiir  or  onr  Heir's  Steward  for  tlie  time  being*  or  liis 
Depntj,  or  tlie  Bailiif  of  onr  said  Town  in  the 
absence  of  snob.  Steward  or  his  Deputy,  or  before 
any  of  onr  Justices  or  other  officers,  or  those  of  our 
Heirs  it  miglit  so  happen  on  account  of  their  Lands 
and  Tenements  within  the  Town,  bounds  and  limits, 
occasioned  or  by  reason  of  other  transgressions, 
debts,  compacts,  covenants,  agreements,  or  any  other 
whatever,  within  the  Town  bounds  and  limits  afore- 
said, done,  perpetrated,  or  occasioned  ;  but  that  the 
sworn  assizes  or  other  inquisitions  whatsoever  by 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  Burgesses  of  the  Town 
aforesaid  and  within  the  Hundred  of  the  said  To^vn, 
shall  be  only  done  and  taken,  unless  the  assizes  and 
other  inquisitions  so  to  be  taken  may  specially  touch 
us  and  our  Heirs,  or  the  Community  of  the  said 
Town. 

I^OfCObPt  we  grant  unto  the  said  Bailiffs  Com- 
munity and  Burgesses  of  our  said  Town,  that  the 
Bailiff  for  the  time  being  shall  have  the  return  of 
all  briefs  and  precepts  of  us  and  our  Heirs,  within 
the  limits  and  bounds  of  the  liberty  of  onr  To  wn 
aforesaid,  so  that  no  Bailiff  or  Officer  of  ours  or  our 
Heirs  shall  enter  the  Town  or  the  bounds  to  make 
their  attachments,  distresses  or  other  executions  of 
Briefs  or  Precepts  of  ours  whatsoever,  or  of  oxir 
Heirs,  unless  on  the  decease  of  any  of  our  Bailiffs 
for  the  time  being. 

2iSlf  also  grant  for  ourselves  and  our  Heirs  or 
Successors,  that  if  it  sliould  happen,  that  if  any  of 
them  should  be  accused  or  impeached  or  in  any 
manner  assaulted  concerning  our  seat  or  party,  or 
any  of  our  Heirs,  in  any  strange  Court  of  ours  or 
our  Heirs,  within  our  Domain,  before  onr  and  our 
Heirs'  Steward,  or  his  deputy,  concerning  any  trans- 
gressions, felonies  or  other  matters  or  disputes 
whatever  out  of  the  liberty  of  the  Town ;  done  or 
perpetrated  and  occasioned,  froni  wliencc  an  inquisi- 
tioa  oiiglit  to  be  tnken,  omn   moiety    of    such    an 
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inquisition  slinll  bo  of  flic  Burcfcsses  aforesaid  of  tlio 
Town,  the  otiior  moiety  of  q-oorl  and  lawful  men 
who  may  live  witliin  our  snid  Domain  and  out  of 
the  said  liberty  of  the  Town  aforesaid. 

WE  :\rOTlEOYER  erant  for  ourselves  and  Heirs 
aforesaid,  to  tlio  EailifF  Community  and  Burofesscs 
of  the  Town  aforesaid,  that  they  our  Licence 
obtained  freely  mny  mnke  any  Welch  Buro-ess  of  our 
Town  aforesnid,  and  that  no  Burq;ess  of  the  said 
Town,  or  their  Heirs  or  Successors,  sons  and 
dnuq-hters  of  the  Burgesses  of  that  Town,  or  their 
Servants,  shall  lead  or  bo  led  to  the  Castle  or  any 
other  prison  of  ours  or  our  Heirs,  there  for  any 
cause,  for  which  there  may  be  a  replevy  by  law,  he 
may  be  found  sufficient  surety  to  stand  in  what  is 
right,  in.  the  Hundred  of  the  Town  aforesaid, 
according  to  law  and  custom  of  the  said  Town  ;  un- 
less he  be  taken  for  felony,  or  wages  for  work,  or 
murder.  And  that  the  Bailiffs  of  our  Town  afore- 
said for  the  time  being,  be  a  Coroner,  and  of  our 
Hail's,  so  that  he  may  have  the  power  of  doing  and 
PTcrcising  all  things  which  belong-  to  the  office  of  a 
Coroner  within  the  said  Town,  and  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  the  libei'tv  of  the  snid  Town, 
saving  unto  ourselves  and  our  Heirs  all  fines,  &c., 
which  may  happen. 

m  TESTBIOXY  WHEREOF  we  have  to  this 
Charter  set  oiir  Seal,  given  at  our  Castle  of  Uske, 
2nth  day  of  July,  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  2nd 
(after  the  Conquest  the  21st). 

WE,  ALSO  considering  that  the  Copy  above- 
mentioned,  in  the  late  Rebellion  in  Wales  was  lost, 
or  thnt  the  Grant  and  our  Confirmation  aforesaid  of 
the  Charter  aforesaid,  esteeming  the  same  consented, 
confirmed,  nnd  irranted,  for  ourselves  and  Heirs,  to 
the  aforesaid  Bailiff  Community  and  Burgesses,  and 
their  Heirs  and  Successoi-s  for  ever,  we  ratify, 
approve  and  confirm  by  these  presents. 

IX  TESTBIOXT  WHEREOF  we  have  set  oiir 
Seal  to  this  present  Charter,  given  at  our  Inn  inl 
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London,  the  first  day  of  Febiniaiy,  in  the  Reign  of 
Heniy  5th,  after  the  Conquest  3rd. 


Hugh  Mortimer,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  2nd, 
founded  Wigmore  Abbey — Henry  II,  begun  his 
Reign  1155 — died  in  the  year  1184. 

Edmund  Mortimer,  the  late  Earl  of  March,  died 
in  the  year  1424,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  6th, 
and  his  Inheritance  descended  to  Richard 
Plantaganefc,  son  and  heir  to  Richard  Earl  of 
Cambridge,  beheaded  at  Southampton,  he  was 
created  Duke  of  York,  and  was  afterward  Father  of 
King  Edward  the  4th. 

Among  the  Hecords  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  preserved 
in  the  Toioer  of  London,  on  the  Patent  Boll  of  the 
Fifth  year  of  the  Beign  of  King  JEdicard  IV. ,  part 
1,  membrane  20,  is  the  folloiving  : — 

For  the  men  and "^  /^THE  King  to  all  to  whom,  Arc, 
tespectog^Sr^  r^  Greeting.  We  have  inspected 
niation.  "  J  Letters  Patent  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  late 

in  deed  but  not  ©f  right  King  of  England,  respecting  a 
conflnuation  made  in  these  words.  Henry,  by  the  Grace 
cf  God,  King  of  England  and  France,  and  Lord  of 
L'eland,  to  all  to  whom  these  present  letters  shall  come, 
greeting.  We  have  inspected  letters  patent  of  Henry  late 
King  of  England,  after  the  Conquest  the  Fourth,  our 
father,  made  in  these  words  ;  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  England  and  France  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all 
to  whom  these  letters  shall  come,  greeting.  We  have 
inspected  the  Cliarter  of  the  Lord  Edward  late  King  of 
England  our  grandfather,  made  in  these  words,  Edward,* 
by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France,  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  the  archbishops,  bishfips,  abbots, 
priors,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  slieritls,  reeves, 
ministei's,  and  all  his  baihfts  and  faithful  people,  greeting  : 
■ — We  have  inspected  the  Charter  of  tlie  lord  Edward  late 
King  of  England, 't  our  father,   made   in   these  words, 

••EdWMfd  in.  fEdTiraifd'  II; 
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Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of 
Ireland  and  Duke  of  Aquitain,  to  the  archbishops, 
bishops,  abbots,  i)riors,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sherili's, 
reeves,  ministers,  and  to  all  his  bailitls  and  faithful 
people,  greeting  : — Know  ye  that  of  our  especial  grace  wo 
have  granted,  and  by  this  our  charter  have  contirnied  to 
our  dear  and  faithful  Hugh  le  Despenser,  tlie  younger, 
that  he  and  his  heirs  and  their  burgesses  and  other  men 
and  tenants  of  Kerdyf,  Usk,  Kaerlion,  Newport,  Cow- 
brugge,  Neeth,  and  Keneseg  in  ^^'ak'S,  for  all  their  things 
and  goods,  that  is  to  say,  as  well  merchandizes  as  others, 
shall  be  for  ever  quit  of  toll,  murage,  pontage,  pavage, 
lastage,  stallage,  pickago,  tronage,  kej'age,  landage,  also 
all  other  customs  and  usages  through  our  whole  Kingdom, 
and  our  duchy  of  Aquitain,  and  our  land  of  Ireland  and 
elsewhere  in  our  power  (customs  of  wool,  skins,  wool- 
fells,  and  wines  due  to  us  and  our  heirs  nevertheless 
excepted).  Wherefore  we  will  and  firmly  command  for 
us  and  for  our  heirs,  that  the  same  Hugh  and  his  heirs 
and  their  burgesses  and  other  men  and  tenants  of  the 
aforesaid  towns  of  Kerdyf,  Usk,  Kaerlion,  Newport, 
Coubrugge,  Neeth,  and  Keneseg  in  Wales  for  all  their 
things  and  goods,  that  is  to  say,  as  well  merchandizes  as 
others  shall  be  for  ever  quit  of  toll,  murage,  pontage, 
pavage,  lastage,  stallage,  pickage,  tronage,  landage,  also 
of  all  other  customs  and  usages  through  our  whole 
kingdom,  and  our  duchy  of  Aquitain,  and  our  land  of 
Ireland,  and  elsewhere  in  our  power  (customs  of  wool, 
skins,  wool-fells,  and  wines,  due  to  us  and  to  our  heirs 
nevertheless  excepted,  as  is  aforesaid).  These  being 
witnesses,  the  venerable  fathers  W.  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  J.  bishop  of 
Norwich,  and  J.  bishop  of  Chichester,  Adomar  de 
Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  Edmund  earl  of  Arundel, 
John  de  Segrave  the  elder,  Wm.  ]Mai-tyn,  Richard 
Dammori,  steward  of  our  household,  and  others.  Given 
by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  the  fourth  day  of  INIarch,  in 
the  seventeenth  year  of  our  reign.*  We  also  the  grant 
and  contirmation  aforesaid  holding  firm  and  valid,  the 
same  for  us  and  our  heirs,  as  much  as  in  us  is,  do  I'atify, 
approve  and  confirm  to  our  dear  and  faithful  Edward  le 
Despenser,  cousin  and  heir  of  the  aforesaid  Hugh,  and  to 
the  now  burgesses  and  other  men  and  tenants  of  Kerdyf, 
Usk,  Kaerlion,  Newport,  Cowbrigge,  Neeth,  and  Keneseg, 
as  our  charter  aforesaid  reasonably  witntsseth,  and  as 
they  and  their  ancestors,  those  liberties  and  acquitances 

*1323 
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have  heretofore  reasenahly  used  and  enjoyed.  These 
being  witnesses  the  venerable  fathers  S.  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  W.  bishop  of 
Winchester,  our  chancellor,  J,  bishop  of  Rochester,  our 
treasurer,  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton, 
Richard,  earl  of  Arundel,  Roger  de  Mortimer  earl  of 
March,  John  de  Grey  of  Rotherfeld,  steward  of  our 
household,  and  others.  Given  by  our  hand  at  West- 
minster, the  twentieth  day  of  July,  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  our  reign  of  England,  and  of  our  reign  of  France 
the  twentieth.  We  also  the  grant  and  confirmation  afore- 
said holding  firm  and  valid  the  same  for  us  and  our  heirs 
as  much  as  in  us  is,  do  accept,  approve,  and  to  the  now 
burgesses  and  men  of  the  said  town  of  Kerdyf,  and  their 
successors  do  grant  and  confirm  as  the  charters  reasonably 
witness,  and  as  they  and  their  successors  those  liberties 
and  acquitances  have  heretofore  used  and  enjoyed.  In 
witness  whereof  these  our  letters  we  have  made  patents. 
Witness  myself  at  Westminster,  the  twentieth  day  of 
February,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  We  also  the 
letters  aforesaid  of  our  said  Grandfather,  as  much  as  in  us 
is  do  accept,  approve,  ratify,  also  all  and  every  thing  in 
the  same  letters  contained  to  our  dear  cousins  Richard 
Neville,  earl  of  Warwick,  and  Ann  his  wife,  and  the  heirs 
of  the  body  of  the  same  Ann  beggotten,  also  to  whom- 
soever the  resident  burgesses,  men,  and  tenants  of  the 
towns  of  Kerdyf,  Cowbrugge,  Neeth,  Kenesegge  and  to 
their  successors,  and  every  of  them,  do  grant  and  con- 
firm altho'  of  the  true  annual  value  of  all  the  premises  or 
of  any  parcel  thereof,  or  of  other  gifts  and  grants  by  us 
to  the  aforenamed  Richard  Nevill  and  Ann,  before  these 
times  made,  express  mention  is  not  made  in  these 
presents,  or  any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  or  provision, 
made  or  edited  notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof 
these  our  letters  we  have  made  patents. 

Witness  myself  at  Redyng,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  our  reign. 

We  moreover  the  letters  aforesaid  and  all  and  singular 
in  them  contained,  holding  firm  and  valid  the  same  for  us 
and  OV.V  heirs,  as  much  as  in  us  is,  do  accept  and  approve, 
and  to  our  beloved  the  now  burgesses  and  others  the  men 
and  tenants  of  the  aforesaid  towns  of  Kerdyf,  Usk, 
Kaerlion,  Newport,  Coubrugge,  Neeth,  and  Keneseg,  and 
to  their  successors  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  do 
ratify  and  confirm  as  tlie  letters  aforesaid  reasonably 
witness.  In  testimony  whereof  Sec. ,  witness  the  King  ut 
Westminster,  the  twcnty-sovcnth  day  of  March. 
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From  Camden's  Britannica,  1G05  p.p.  586,  587. 

'  HE  Mortimers  descended  from  the  niece  of  Goiiora, 
wife  of  Ricliard  1st. ,  Duke  of  Normandy,  were  the 
first  of  the  Normans  who,  haviiit,'  overcome  Edric 
►Sylvaticus  a  Saxon,  gained  a  con,sidoraV)Ie  part  of  this 
small  territory  (in  Radnorshire),  and  having  continued 
for  a  long  time  the  leading  men  of  the  County  ;  at  length 
Roger  Mortimer,  Lord  of  Wigmore,  was  created  Earl  of 
INIarch  by  Edward  III. ,  about  1328,  who,  soon  after  was 
sentenced  to  death,  having  been  accused  of  insolence  to 
the  state,  of  favouring  the  Scots  to  the  prejudice  of 
England,  and  contriving  the  death  of  his  King,  Edward 
II.  He  had  by  his  wife  Jane  Jancoil  (who  brought  him 
large  revenues  as  well  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  a  son 
called  Edmund,  who  suftered  for  his  father's  crimes,  and 
was  deprived  both  of  his  inheritance,  and  his  title  of 
Earl.  But  his  son  Roger,  was  received  into  favour,  and 
had  not  only  the  title  of  Earl  of  March  restored,  but  was 
also  created  Knight  of  the  Garter,  at  the  first  institution 
of  that  noble  order.  This  Roger  married  Phillippa,  the 
only  daughter  of  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence  the  3rd  son  of 
King  Edward  III.  whereby  he  obtained  the  earldom  of 
Ulster  in  Ireland,  and  the  Lordship  of  Clare.  After  his 
decease  in  Ireland,  his  son  Roger  succeeded  being  both 
Earl  of  March  and  Ulster,**  whom  King  Richard  designed 
his  successor,  to  the  Crown,  as  being,  in  right  of  his 
mother,  the  next  heir,  but  he  dying  before  King  Richard, 
left  issue  Edmund  and  Anne.  King  Henry  IV.  (who 
usurped  the  government),  suspecting  Edmund's  interest 
and  title  to  the  Crown,  exposed  him  to  many  hazards, 
insomuch,  that  being  taken  by  the  rebel,  Owen  Glendour, 
he  died  of  grief,  leaving  his  sister  Anne  to  inherit.  She 
was  married  to  Richard  Plantagenet,  Earl  of  Cambridge, 
whose  posterity  in  her  right,  became  afterwards  Earls  of 
March,  and  laid  claim  to  the  Crown,  which,  in  the  end 
they  obtained,  and  Edward  IV. 's  eldest  son,  who  was 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cambridge  &c. ,  had  also  con- 
ferred upon  him,  as  an  additional  honor,  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Marcla. 


*  This  Koger  granted  the  Charter  to  Usk. 


''--erM^s^^  ^^ 
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I^HE  CHARTER  of  King  Edward  II.  made  to  Dame 
<lt!p  Elizabeth  de  Burg  of  an  exchange  of  the  Lordship 
of  Usk  for  certain  lands,  Castles,  and  towns  of  the  Lord- 
ship of  Gower. 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Lord 
of  Ireland,  and  Duke  of  Aquitain,  to  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting  :  Know  ye,  that  we  of  our 
special  grace  have  conceded  and  given  for  us  and  our  heirs 
as  far  as  in  us  lies  to  our  dearly  beloved  niece  Elizabeth, 
wh©  was  the  wife  of  John  de  Burg,  that  she  may  enfeof 
our  beloved  and  faithful  Hugh  le  Despenser  and  Eleanor, 
his  wife,  her  most  beloved  nephew  (or  niece),  of  the 
Castles  and  Manors  of  Usk,  Tregruk,  and  Kaerlion,  and 
the  Manors  of  Lyswyry,  Tyntire  Parva,  Newgrange, 
Llantrissan  Parva,  Trillek,  Troie,  Llangom,  and  Moundy, 
with  their  appurtenants,  and  the  advowsons  of  the 
Churches  of  Tredenauth,  Llandessai,  Troie,  Tregruck, 
Pentek,  Kemmis,  and  Llandegelwith,  the  Abbey  of 
Kaerlion,  the  Priory  of  Usk,  the  Chapel  of  Cwmcarvon, 
and  the  Hospital  of  Usk,  which  they  hold  of  us  in  capite 
as  she  saith.  To  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Hugh  and 
Eleanor  and  heirs  of  the  said  Hugh  for  ever  of  us  and  of 
our  heirs,  by  the  services  thereof  due  and  accustomed  for 
ever  in  exchange  for  the  Castles  and  Manors  of 
Swayneseye,  Oystremeth,  Penmarck,  Loghern,  and  Luna, 
with  the  appertenants  and  the  advowsons  of  the  Churches 
of  Swansea,  Talipont,  and  Oystremouth,  of  Llanerwyruth 
in  Gower,  to  be  given  and  granted  to  the  same  Elizabeth 
and  her  heirs  in  fee  by  the  said  Hugh  and  Eleanor,  to  be 
given  and  granted. 


V_^7^^^^^_^ 


Harl.     MSS,  1240,     19 

'HE  fine  levied  in  the  Court  of  our  Lord  the  King  by 
which  William  le  Zouche  and  Alionor  his  wife,  have 
released  to  Elizabeth  de  Burgh  the  Castle  of  L^sk,  and 
other  Castles  and  Manors,  with  their  appurtenances  to  her 
and  her  heirs. 

This  is  the  final  agreement  made  in  the  Court  of  the 
Lord  our  King  at  Westminster,  on  the  morrow  of  the 
purification  of  Mary  in  May,  in  the  2nd  year  of  Edward 
PI.'  fti>4  tup  4tJ^i  fPQ»>  l\k  Ot^cmm  l^ofore  Jflhn  dp 
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Stonoe,  John  Francis  and  Rees  cle  Willoughby,  Justices, 
and  other  lieges  of  our  Lord  tlie  King,  wlio  were  then 
present.  Between  Elizabetli  wlio  was  tlio  wife  of  John 
de  Burg,  comphxinant,  and  William  la  Zouch  and  Alienor 
his  wife  Deforcients,  concerning  the  Castles  and  Manors 
of  Usk,  Tregreuk  &  Kaerlion,  and  the  Manors  of 
Liswerry,  Tintern  Parva,  New  Grange,  Llantrissan  Parva, 
Trillick,  Troie,  Tregruk,  Penteg,  Keniys  and  Llan- 
degunck,  and  the  chapel  of  Cwmcarvon,  and  the  Abbey 
of  Kaerlion,  and  Priory  of  Usk,  and  the  Hospital  of  Usk, 
wherefore  there  was  a  plea  of  covenant  between  them  in 
tlie  same  Court  to  wit  ;  That  the  aforesaid  William  and 
Eleanor,  have  acknowledged  the  aforesaid  Castles  and 
Manors  with  their  appurtenances  and  the  aforesaid 
Advowsons  to  be  the  right  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  and 
have  released  and  quitted  claim  of  them  to  William  and 
Elizabeth,  and  the  heirs  of  Elizabeth  and  her  heirs  for 
ever.  And  moreover  the  same  William  and  Eleanor  have 
granted  for  them,  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  Eleanor  that 
they  will  wan-ant  to  the  said  Elizabeth  and  her  heirs,  the 
aforesaid  Castle  and  Manors,  and  the  aforesaid  Advowsons 
against  all  men  for  ever.  And  for  this  recognizance, 
release,  quit,  claim,  warranty,  fine,  and  agreement,  the 
said  Elizabeth  has  given  to  the  said  William  &  Eleanor 
£1000  sterling. 

An  old  document  in  connection  with  the  Chase  of 

Wye's-wood. 

133  Y  an  indenture  of  the  8th  of  July,  in  the  14th  year 
^^  of  our  dread  sovereign  lord  Henry  VI.  [143(3], 
between  the  high  and  mighty  prince  Richard  Duke  of 
York,  earl  of  Slarche  and  of  Ulster,  lord  of  W'igmore 
and  of  Clare,  on  the  one  part,  and  John  ap  Howell  ap 
Jenkins,  of  Pantyglas,  one  of  the  gentlemen  ushers  of 
the  chamber,  on  the  other  part,  the  aforesaid  Richard 
Duke  of  York  grants  to  the  said  John  ap  Howell,  and  to 
his  heirs  evermore,  the  office  of  master  forester  and 
keeper  of  the  forest  and  chase  called  Wye's-wood,  lying 
within  the  lordsliip  of  Trellick — parcel  of  the  earldom  of 
Marche,"  and  with  other  privileges  "he  gives  to  John 
ap  Howell,  and  his  heirs  yearly,  two  staggs  in  summer 
and  two  hinds  in  winter  within  the  aforesaid  chase  and 
purlieus  of  the  same  ;  and  two  wild  boars,  and  one 
shoulder  and  the  nombles  of  the  same,  and  of  every  deer 
slain  within  the  said  chase,  except  when  he  or  his  heirs  be 

11* 
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hunting  within  the  said  chase  in  their  own  persons, — and 
then  the  said  shoulders  and  nombles  to  be  at  their  dis- 
positions and  commandments  :  but  if  the  said  John  ap 
Howell  or  his  heirs  kill  or  slay  any  red  deer,  more  than  is 
before  rehearsed,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  ten  shillings 
sterling  for  every  such  deer.  And  he  grants  to  the  said 
John  ap  Howell,  the  right  shoulder  of  all  manner  of  wild 
cattle  within  the  said  chase,  and  liberties  of  the  same  ; 
which  liberties  and  bounds  extend  from  the  highway 
leading  from  Devauden, — in  length  towards  Monmouth, 
and  in  breadth  to  the  river  Wye.  But  if  the  said  Duke 
or  his  heirs  shall  fortune  to  come  and  hunt  within  the 
said  chase,  the  said  John  ap  Howell  and  his  heirs  shall 
have  two  broad  arrows  ready  headed,  and  sufficient  force 
for  him  or  his  heirs  to  shoot  at  the  deer  at  his  own  proper 
costs,  and  shall  keep,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  all  eyries 
of  hawks  and  breeding  of  bees."  In  witness,  itc,  the 
said  Richard  Duke  of  York,  in  the  sight  and  presence  of 
Sir  William  Thomas,  Knight,  steward  of  his  lands  ; 
Thomas  Whitegrove,  chancellor  ;  and  James  Welche, 
esq. ,  has  put  to  his  seal. 

This  document  is  dated  from  his  "Castle  of   Uske," 
the  day  and  year  before  named,  which  are  451  years  ago. 

GRANT     BY    THE    EARL   OF   PEMBROKE    OF   A    MARKET   PLACE 
TO    LT.SK,    A.D.     1598. 


[^Tran.\lated      from      a      Latin      additional      Charter,      5348, 
British    Museum.  \ 


O  all  faithful  Christians  to  whom  the  present  writing 
shall  come,  Henry,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Lord 
Herbert  of  Cardiff,  Marmion,  and  St.  Quintin,  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  of  tlie  King  within  the 
principality  of  Wales  and  the  marches  of  the  same,  and 
Knight  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  Health. 
Know  that  I  the  aforesaid  Earl  for  divers  good  and  lawful 
considerations  especially  moving  me,  do  give  and  grant, 
.and  by  this  present  writing  CDuHrm  to  the  Port-reeve, 
Bailiti's,  Burgesses,  and  to  my  tenants  of  the  town  of 
Usk,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  a  certain  piece  of  un- 
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occupieil  land  containing  in  length  sixty  ft.,  and  in 
breadth  forty  feet,  at  the  lower  end  of  a  certain  street 
called  "  Nowe  IMarket  Streete  "  in  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Usk,  and  upon  which  a  New  Huilding  [donius]  is  intended 
to  be  built,  it  being  intended  that  the  said  Portreeve, 
Burgesses  and  lnhal)itants  shall  Iniild  and  maintain  on 
the  said  piece  of  land,  the  aforesaid  building  for  a  market, 
[domum  ad  forum]  to  be  there  weekly  held  for  ever 
according  to  the  ancient  custom  of  the  said  town,  TO 
have  and  to  hold  the  said  piece  of  land  and  aforesaid  new 
building  to  the  aforesaid  Port-reeve  for  the  time  being,  to 
the  Bailiffs,  Burgesses,  and  Tenants  in  manner  aforesaid 
and  to  their  heirs  successors  for  ever,  rendering  thence 
annually  to  me  and  to  my  heirs,  twelve  pence  of  lawful 
money  by  the  hands  of  the  Port-reeve  of  the  said 
borough  or  of  his  deputy  to  the  hands  of  my  Receiver  for 
ever,  at  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel.  IN 
TESTIMONY  whereof  I  have  set  to  this  present  writing 
the  Seal  of  my  Arms,  this  fifth  day  of  July,  this  fortieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Lady  Elizabeth,  Queen  by  the 
Grace  of  God  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  Anno  Domini,  1598. 

PEMBROKE. 
Ex.  B. 

D.  Bedford 

H.  B.  Masshiger 

TJiouias  Marshall. 

Hugo  Daring. 

William  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  K.G ,  succeeded  his 
father  iu  1.5G9.  He  himself  died  in  1601 .  His  mother  was  co-heir 
^v^th  the  Marquess  of  Northampton,  and  sister  of  Queen  Catherine 
Parr. 


COURT    LEET    FORMS. 

AT  the  Court  Leet  lield  for  the  Borough  of 
Usk,  upon  Tuesday  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, iu  the  16th  year  of  oui'  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Third  of  Great  Britain  etc.  King  &c.  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1775,  before  Robert  Kinsej,  Esq., 
Portreeve,  and  Evan  Thomas,  Cleik,  and  David 
Jones,  Gentleman,  Burgess,  the  cause  Jacob  Barker, 
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tlie  younger   against    Thomas  Drew,,   in  a   plea   of 
Trespass   was  heard. 

^t  tfje  CTOttrt  iLeet  and  view  of  Frank  Pledge  of 
onr  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  together  with  the 
Borough  Court,  held  for  the  said  borough,  on  Tues- 
day the  Sixteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  Fifteenth 
year  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  King,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1775,  before  Robert  Blandford,  gentleman, 
Deputy  Steward,  and  Richard  Jones,  gentleman, 
Portreeve,  there   the  following  were  sworn  on  the 

GRAND  JURY 


Adam  Adams 
John  George 
John  Morgan 
Willm.  Morgan 


William  Lucas 
William  Thomas 
Giles  Williams 
Evan  Morris 
Edward  Jones 


Lewis  Lloyd 
WalterRichard 
Edwd.  Richard 
Philip  Jasper 


FORM   OP   WARRANT    TO    SUMMON"    LEET. 

To  the  Bailiffs  of  the  said  Borough,  Greeting : — 
2rt)CS$  are  to  will  and  require  you  or  one  of  you  to 
give  immediate  summons  to  the  Burgesses  and  all 
other  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough, 
personally  to  be  and  appear  at  the  next  Court  Leet 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  together  with  the 
Borough  Court  of  Richard  Reece,  Esq.,  Portreeve  of 
the  said  borough  to  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Thomas  Lewis  Smith,  within  the  said  borough  by 
adjournment,  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  day  of  October, 
in  the  Town  Hall,  at  Eleven  o'clock  of  the  forenoon 
of  the  same  day,  then  and  there  to  do  and  perform 
their  suit  and  service  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  said  Borough,  and  that  you  and  each  of  you  be 
then  and  there  personally  present  with  this  precept 
and  your  i-eturn,  and  further  to  do  and  perform  all 
and  whatsoever  things  to  your  duty  and  office  doth 
or  may  appertain  as  you  will  answer  your  neglect 
herein  at  your  peril.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal  the  14th  day  of  October,  1783. 

J.  A.  Davies,  Steward  of  the  said  Borough. 
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You  ai'O  also  required  to  give  personal  summons 
or  loavo  summons  in  writing'  at  the  dwelling  houses 
of  the  I'cspcctivc  persons  hereunder  named  to  serve 
on  the  JURY,  viz.; — 

John  George  (gentleman),  Thomas  Hughes,  Tho- 
mas Phillips,  William  George,  Adam  Adams,  John 
Winstone,  Howell  Price,  Richard  Jones,  Thomas 
Nicholas,  James  George,  jun.,  John  Stockham 
(japanner),  David  Davies  (hatter),  William  Jones 
(weaver),  John  Smith,  Edward  Liussell,  William 
!Mason,  William  Powell,  Benjamin  Bowditch, 
William  AVilliams,  Edward  Prosser,  Philip  Adams, 
Philip  Richards,  John  Morgan,  Franklin  Lewis 
Beeston,  William  Nicholas,  and  John  Lewis, 
cai'penter. 


The  Charge  in  Court  Leet  and   Borough  Court 

was  given  as  follows  : — 

All  you  that  are  sworn  draw  near  and  attend  to 
your  charge.  The  principal  things  that  are  pre- 
sentable and  punishable  in  the  Court  are  as  follows  : 

First  you  are  to  inquire  how  the  Constables  of 
the  Borough  have  discharged  their  duty  in  the 
preservation  of  the  peace,  arresting  of  felons,  pur- 
suing of  hues  and  cries  according  to  law,  and  appre- 
hending of  rogues,  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars, 
you  will  also  inquire  how  the  bailiffs  have  discharged 
their  duties  in  a  proper  attendance  upon  the 
Portreeve,  and  in  a  due  execution  of  his  orders  and 
all  civil  process  issuing  from  this  borough  court. 

If  any  person  hath  used  false  weights  or  measures' 
or  double  weights  or  measures  that  are  too  great  to 
buy  and  too  small  to  sell  by,  is  how  punishable  by 
fine. 

You  are  also  to  inquire  of  offences  done  and  com- 
mitted by  forestallers,  ingrossers,  and  regrators 
which  are  distinguishable  as  follows  : — 

'^  jForCBtallcr  is  one  that  buys  or  contracts  for 

any  morcl;{vn4iso  qr  YictHals  poming^  in  tliQ  Tfay  tfi 
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market,  or  dissuading  persons  from  buying  their 
goods  or  provisions  there,  or  persuading  them  to 
enhance  the  price  when  there,  any  of  which 
practices  make  the  market  dearer  to  the  fair  trader. 

^n  JngroSSer  is  one  that  buys  corn  or  othei" 
dead  victual  in  any  market  and  selling  it  again  in 
the  same  market  or  within  four  miles  of  the  place. 
This  also  enhances  the  price  of  provisions  as  every 
successive  seller  must  have  a  successive  profit. 

^n  IHltgroSSCr  is  one  that  buys  large  quantities 
of  corn  or  other  dead  victuals  with  intent  to  sell 
them  again.  This  must  of  course  be  injurious  to 
the  public  by  putting  it  in  the  power  of  one  or  two 
rich  men  to  raise  the  price  of  provisions  at  their 
own  discretion. 

Notwithstanding  these  offences  are  repealed  by 
the  Statute,  yet  they  are  presentable  by  this  Court 
and  still  remain  indictable  at  Common  Law,  and  the 
general  penalty  is  discretionary  fine  and  imprison- 
ment as  in  other  minute  misdemeanors.  This  Court 
would  wish  it  known  tliat  your  presentments  will  be 
followed  up  by  an  indictment. 


The  Bailiff  on  holding  a  Court  Leet  to  make 
these  three  proclamations  : — 

'^W  manner  of  ^^eiBons  that  do  owe  suit  and 
service  to  this  Court  Leet  of  the  most  noble  Henry 
Charles  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  to  the  borough  court 

of    A B ,    portreeve,    now   to   be 

holden  in  and  for  this  borough,  draw  near  and  give 
your  attendance  and  answer  to  your  names. 

You  good  men  that  are  returned  to  inquire  for 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  answer  to  your  names. 

The  names  of  those  summoned  are  then  called 
over,  and  the  defaulters  after  being  called  thrice  are 
fined  in  the  sum  of  6s.  8d.  each. 
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THE  foreman's  OATH. 

Toil  as  foreman  of  this  Jiiiy  shall  cnqiiiro  and 
true  presentment  make  of  all  such  things  as  shall  bo 
given  you  in  charge  :  the  King's  coiinsel,  your  own, 
and  your  fellows  you  shall  well  and  truly  keep  :  you 
shall  present  nothing  out  of  hatred  or  malice,  nor 
shall  conceal  anything  out  of  love,  fear  or  affection, 
but  in  all  things  you  shall  well  and  truly  present  as 
the  same  shall  come  to  your  knowledge.  So  help 
you   God. 

THE   jurymen's   OATH. 

The  like   oath   that   A.   B. your 

foreman  hath  taken  on  his  part,  you  and  each  of  you 
shall  well  and  truly  observe  and  keep  on  your  parts. 
So  help  you  God. 

THE    portreeve's    OATH. 

You  shall  swear  that  as  Portreeve  of  this  town 
and  Borough  of  Usk,  for  the  year  ensuing,  you  will 
truly  serve  the  King's  Majesty  in  the  said  office  and 
promote  His  Majesty's  profit  in  all  things  that 
belong  to  the  said  office,  you  shall  do  equal  right  to 
the  poor  and  rich  after  your  cunning,  wit,  and 
power,  and  also  preserve  the  rights  and  advantages 
of  the  said  borough  according  to  the  laws  and 
customs  thereof.     So  help  you  God. 

constable's  oath. 
You  shall  well  and  truly  sei-ve  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King  and  the  Lord  of  this  Borough  in  the  office 
of  Constable  in  and  for  this  Town  and  Borough  of 
Usk  for  the  year  ensuing  or  until  you  be  thereof  dis- 
charged according  to  due  course  of  law,  you  shall 
well  and  truly  do  and  execute  all  precepts  to  you 
directed  and  in  all  things  belonging  to  youi'  office 
according  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge. 

bailiff's  oath. 
You  shall  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  serve 
the  office  of  Bailiff  for  this  Town  and  Borough  of 
Usk  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  that  you  will 
diligently  and  faithfully  execute  all  precepts  to  you 
directed  and  aid  and  assist  the  Portreeve  in  the 
e^cecutioft  o|  his  pffice,  and  do  ail  that  is  m  youc 
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power  relating  to  your  said  office  that  tends  to  tn 
profit  and  advantage  of  this  borough.     So  help  yon 
God. 

burgesses'  oath. 
You  shall  well  and  truly  serve  the  King's  Majesty 
and  the  Lord  of  this  Town  and  Borough  of  Usk. 
As  one  of  the  Burgesses  thereof,  you  shall  to  the 
■fttmost  of  your  power  maintain  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  said  borough  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  Portreeve 
in  maintaining  the  privileges  and  rights  of  the  said 
inhabitants  and  in  all  things  demean  yourself  as  a 
faithful  Burgess  of  this  borough.     So  help  you  God. 

-...^^.^^^ 

BOUNDARY  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

From  the  bridge  called  "  Cwmcayo,"  or  the  Long 
Bridge,  on  the  Abergavenny  Road,  on  the  north  of 
the  town,  along  the  brook  over  which  the  said  bridge 
is  built  to  the  outlet  of  the  brook  into  the  river 
Usk  ;  thence  down  the  river  to  Llanbadoc  Church  ; 
from   the   churchyard   wall   along   a   water   course 
which  incloses  from  seven  to  eight  acres  of  common 
land,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Island,"  bound- 
ing the  present  course  of  the  river   [the  river  Usk 
having  formerly  flowed  along  this  water  course,  but 
the  rapid  current   has  now  formed  the  bed  of  the 
river  in  a  straighter  direction.]     Wlien  the  water 
course  falls  into  the  river  near  Llanwysk  the  river 
forms  the  boundary  to  the  end  of  a  piece  of  enclosed 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  a  few  yards  below 
a    gate    leading    to    an    accommodation    way    for 
watering  cattle. ;  thence  across  the  main  road  to  a 
bridge  over  the  brook  on  land  belonging  to  Graig- 
olway   farm ;    thence  along  the  brook  side  to  the 
bridge   called    "Olway   Bridge"  on   the   Chepstow 
road  on  the  east  side  of  the  town  ;  thence  along  the 
brook  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  fence  of  the  farm- 
yard of  Little  Castle  Farm  to  the  north-eastern  of 
such  farmyard ;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Oak 
Tree  in  tha  wood  hedge  on  the  summit  of  Lady 
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Hill ;  thenco  in  a  straight  lino  to  tho  point  at 
whicii  Cwmcayo  Brook  would  bo  cut  by  a  straight 
line  to  bo  drawn  from  the  tree  last  mentioned  to 
Cwmcayo  Bridge ;  thenco  along  the  brook  to  Cwm- 
cayo or  the  Long  Bridge. 

LIST  OF  BURGESSES,  FROM   1752   TO   1885,   WITH 
OCCUPATION  AND  DATE  OF  ENROLMENT. 

Richard  Morgan,  of  Llangwm October  8,  1752 

Adam  Adams,  of  Usk,  yeoman April  20,   1773 

Thomas  Hughes,  sen.,  of  Usk,  japanner   ditto 

Thomas  Hughes,  jun.,  of  Usk,  japanner ditto 

Richai-d  Williams,  of  Usk,  postman   ditto 

Giles  Williams,  of  Usk,  mason ditto 

Howell  Price,  of  Usk,  farmer  ditto 

Walter  Williams,  of  Usk,  freeholder ditto 

Thomas  Rogers,  of  Usk,  tiler   ditto 

Richard  Eeece,  of  Usk    Nov.    12,   1782 

Richard  Vaughan  Morgan,  of  Usk,  clerk April  20,   1773 

Bendigo  Pritchard,  of  Usk,  clerk ditto 

Evan  Thomas,  of  Usk,  clerk ditto 

James  Davies,  of  Usk,  gentleman    ditto 

Thomas  Davies,  of  Usk,  surgeon ditto 

Timothy  Blethin  Davies,  of  Usk,  gentleman    ....  ditto 
Edward  Barnard  Davies,  of  Usk,  gentleman  ....  ditto 

Robert  Kinsey,  of  Usk,  gentleman ditto 

James  George,  sen. ,  of  Usk,  tallow  chandler  ....  ditto 
James  George,  jun.,  of  Usk,  tallow  chandler  . . .  .ditto 

Philip  Powell,  of  Usk,  gentleman   ditto 

Francis  Herbert,  of  Usk,  gentleman  ditto 

Philip  Jones,  of  Usk,  gentleman ditto 

John  Shepard,  of  Usk,  gentleman  ditto 

James  Pritchard,  of  Usk,  yeoman   ditto 

Edward  Harris,  of  Usk,  tallow  chandler  ditto 

Thomas  West,  of  Usk,  carpenter ditto 

WiUiam  West,  jun. ,  of  Usk ditto 

William  George,  of  Usk,  harper ditto 

Walter  Winstone,  of  Usk,  hatter ditto 

WiUiam  Williams,  of  Usk,  haulier ditto 

Franklin  Lewis  Beeston,  of  Usk,  cordwainer ....  ditto 

William  Philliiis,  Usk,  cordwainer ditto 

Theophilu^  Morgan,  cordwainer ditto 

Thomas  Jones,  of  Usk,  gentleman October  26, 1790 

Thomas  Prothero,  of  Usk,  gentleman     ditto 

Richard  George,  of  Usk,  tanner October  23, 1792 

John  Saunders,  of  Usk,  clerk    April  26,   1796 

Thomas  Lewis,  of  Usk,  blacksmith ditto 

Thomas  Wigginton,  of  Usk,  hairdresser    clitto 

David  Lewis,  of  Usk,  yeoman ditto 

Richard  Stockham,  of  Usk,  japanner ditto 

Giles  Williams,  jun.,  of  Usk,  japanner ditto 

12* 


d2  ROLL    OF    BUKQESSES. 

Nathaniel  Young,  of  Usk,  schoolmaster ditto 

William  Shadwell,  miller    ditto 

John  Lewis,  japanner  ditto 

WUliam  Lewis,  fisherman   ditto 

John  Kemeys  Gardner  Kemeys,  gentleman October  24, 1797 

John  Wigginton,  hairdresser October  14, 1804 

Edward  Morgan,  tallow  chandler    ditto 

James  Lewis,  cooper    ditto 

Iltyd  NichoU,  gentleman    October 24, 1809 

Alexander  Jones,  gentleman  April    6,    1796 

Edmund  Eees,  carpenter     dit  to 

Edward  Prosser,  coeper ditto 

Robert  George,  clerk    April  22,   1805 

Eichard  Edwards,  farmer  ditto 

William  Pritchard,  innkeeper  ditto 

Thomas  Lawrence  Baron,  gentleman ditto 

William  Stockham,  cordwainer ditto 

Thomas  Barnard  Davies,  surgeon    October  22, 1811 

James  Barnard  Davies,  clerk April  27,    1813 

John  Williams,  clerk  of  mdictments  ditto 

Michael  Davies,  gentleman     ditto 

Samuel  Brown  Prothero,  attorney    ditto 

William  Davies,  fisherman ditto 

Miles  Ishmael,  tiler ditto 

James  Blythe,  jun.,  grocer ditto 

George  Parker,  cordwainer    ditto 

John  Williams,  innholder   ditto 

William  Williams,  mason    ditto 

William  Matthews,  attorney October 25, 1813 

Thomas  Hawkins,  glazier October  26, 1813 

John  Shepard,  gentleman  ditto 

John  Pyrke,  japanner April  25,    1815 

John  Blyth,  tallow  chandler October  27, 1818 

James  Phillips,  tailor  ditto 

John  George,  schoolmaster ditto 

John  Nicholas,  carpenter     ditto 

Thomas  Morgan,  blacksmith ditto 

David  Lewis,  blacksmith    ditto 

Isaac  Williams,  shoemaker ditto 

William  Davios,  jun.,  fisherman ditto 

James  Price,  cordwainer ditto 

Thomas  Lewis,  tailor  ditto 

Benjamin  Bowditch,  gardener ditto 

Isaac  Williams,  saddler  ditto 

Ly sond  Williams,  saddler  ditto 

William  Palmer,  weaver ditto 

Charles  Roberts,  mason  ditto 

Richard  Morgan,  shoemaker ditto 

Francis  Goodman,  yeoman ditto 

Richard  Kichards,  yeoman ditto 

John  Stockham,  japanner  ditto 

Thomas  Kichards,  tanner   ditto 

John  Arthur,  mason ditto 

James  Morgan,  cordwainer April  27,    1816 

Thomas  Addams  Williams,  clerk ditto 

Isaac  Kogers,  tiler ditto 

Edward  Tucker,  haiiilresser ditto 
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William  Addams  Williams,  gentleman ditto 

William  Smart,  saddler    ditto 

John  Pritchard,  iiuiuoldor  April  25,    1820 

John  Goortje,  sen ditto 

John  Lewis,  shoemaker    ditto 

Isaac  Parker,  maltster ditto 

William  Morgan,  shoemaker ditto 

John  Powell,  shoemaker ditto 

John  Roberts,  mason    ditto 

John  lloberts,  caqienter ditto 

Elisha  lieed,  japanner ditto 

John  Charles,  yeoman ditto 

Thomas  Addams  Williams,  gentleman    ditto 

Alexander  Waddingtou,  gentleman ditto 

Joseph  Edwards,  yeoman    ditto 

John  Lewis,  blacksmith   ditto 

Edward  Stockham,  japanner ditto 

William  Winstone,  baker    ditto 

William  Edwards,  tiler    ditto 

John  Edwards,  carpenter    ditto 

William  Harris,  clerk ditto 

William  Lewis,  carjienter ditto 

George  Morgan,  cai-penter ditto 

Morgan  Davies,  japanner   ditto 

John  Phillips,  wi-iter    ditto 

John  Edwards,  butcher   ditto 

George  Williams,   gentleman    ditto 

Francis  M'Donuell,  gentleman October  17,1820 

WilKam  Evans,  cordwainer April   24,    1821 

-Owen  Matthews,  writer ditto 

John  Howell,  labourer ditto 

Thomas  Holines.  labourer ditto 

Thomas  West,  carpenter   ditto 

Charles  Morgan,  labourer  ditto 

William  Edwards,  juu.,  tiler ditto 

James  Jones,  of  Monmouth,  publican ditto 

William  Thomas,  surgeon  May    13,   182-1 

Thomas  Giiffiths,  publican ditto 

William  Thomas,   carpenter ditto 

J  ames  Davies,  constable ditto 

David  Morris,  weaver ditto 

Evan  Jones,  siu-veyor April  26,    1825 

William  Morgan,   cordwainer ditto 

William  Taylor,  wheelwright   ditto 

Francis  Morgan,    gentleman October  26, 1826 

Matthew  Howell,  shopkeeper ditto 

John  Williams,    shopkeeper  ditto 

Thomas  Wilhams,  clerk  October  17, 1827 

John  Burfield,  smith ditto 

James  Ashe  Gabb,  clerk October22, 1829 

Robert  Francis  Woollett,    surgeon ditto 

George  Vaughan,  butcher ditto 

William  Woodhouse  Secretan,  gentleman May   20,    1830 

Thomas  Reece,  gentleman  October  7,  1830 

John  Davies,  fisherman    ditto 

Thomas  Jones,  gentleman May   26,    1831 

Samuel  Wyndham  Jones,  druggist  ditto 
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Frederick  Maitland  Williaiiis,  attorney May    26,   1831 

Arthur  Williams,  gentleman ditto 

John  Williams,  labourer ditto 

Eichard  Stockham,  servant ditto 

William  Price,  painter ditto 

Thomas  Williams,  carpenter ditto 

Thomas  Williams,  mason ditto 

John  Williams,  ironmonger ditto 

William  Williams,  writer    ditto 

John  Davies,  siirgeon ditto 

William  Davies,  toll-keeper ditto 

Edward  Parker,  baker ditto 

WilUam  Nicholas,  bailiff ditto 

Noel  Edward  Stinchcomb,  woodward ditto 

Henry  Edward,  agent ditto 

William  Powell,  gentleman ditto 

James  Williams,  grocer ditto 

John  Merrett,  gaoler ditto 

William  Morgan,  wheelwright ditto 

Edward  Edwards,  schoolmaster ditto 

James  Jones,  carpenter ditto 

John  Wigginton,  surgeon ditto 

Edward  Stockham,  cordwainer ditto 

William  Stockham,  jun.,  carpenter ditto 

Thomas  Morgan,  blacksmith ditto 

William  Roberts,  mason ditto 

John  Pollard,  writer ditto 

William  Powell,  cordwainer  ditto 

Jolm  Williams,  mason ditto 

George  Morgan,  jun.,  tiler ditto 

Henry  Nicholas,  carpenter ditto 

James  Farr,  victualler October  13, 1835 

Daniel  Esbury  Partridge,  gentleman  October 28, 1846 

William  Jones,  draper ditto 

Thomas  Dunn,  gentleman ditto 

William  Evans,  clerk October 26, 1847 

Horace  Shepard,  solicitor ditto 

William  Bull,  draper October  25, 1849 

Alexander  John  Shepard,  surgeon October  27, 1856 

Henry  Roberts,  attorney  October  17, 1864 

James  Henry  Clark,  printer  and  publisher    October 27, 1873 

James  Parker,  grocer ditto 

Oliver  Davies,  agent  and  surveyor  ditto 

James  Jones,  merchant    ditto 

John  Farmer  Powell,  dj-aper ditto 

WilUam  Charles  Carbonell,  gentleman  ditto 

John  Roberts,  painter , ditto 

Thomas  Watkins,  solicitor October28, 1878 

Henry  Arthur  Addis.,  solicitor's  clerk ditto 

Henry  Clark  Griiiin,  postmaster,  &c ditto 

James  Williams,  saddler ditto 

James  Davies,  painter October  17, 1879 

Henry  Stafford  Gustard,  solicitor    October 31, 1879 
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Names  op  the  ^ortrecbtss  fbom  1814i  to  the 
Abolition  of  the  Corporation. 


1814  Matthews,  William 

1815  Saunders,  KeT.  John 

1816  Davies,  Rev  J.  Barnard 

1817  Pyrke,  James 

1818  Matthews,  William 

1819  Davies,  James  Barnard 

1820  Wigginton,  John 

1821  Skepard.   John 

1822  Williams,  Thos.Addams 

1823  Williams,  Wm.  Addams 

1824  Pyrke,  John 

1825  Saunders,  Bev.  John 

1826  Morgan,  Francis 

1827  Morgan,  Francis 

1828  Shepard,    John 

1829  Jones,  Evan 

1830  Gabh,  Rev.  James  Ashe 

1831  Reece,  Thomas 

1832  Reece  Thomas 

1833  M'Doniiell,  Francis 

1834  Reece,  Thomas 

1835  Gabb,  Rev.  James  Ashe 

1836  Shepard,  Jolrn 

1837  Shepard,  John 

1838  Reece,  Thomas 

1839  Shepard,  John 

1840  Jones,  Evan 

1841  Shepard,  John 

1842  Shepard,  John 

1843  Shepard,  John 

1844  Waddington,  Alexander 
1846  Waddington,  Alexander 

1846  Shepard,   John 

1847  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1848  Jones,  Evan 
J849  Duiw,  Thomas 


1850  JoncB,  Evan 

1851  Jones,  Evan 

1852  Jones,  Evan 

1853  Shepard,  Horace 

1854  Shepard,  Horace 

1855  Shepard,  Horace 
1866  Dunn,  Tliomas 

1857  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1858  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1859  Shepard,  Alex.  John 

1860  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1861  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1862  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1863  Bull,  William 

1864  Roberts,  Henry 
18G5  Roberts,  Henry 

1866  Partridge,  Daniel  E. 

1867  Waddington,  Alexander 

1 868  Waddington,  Alexander 

1869  Waddington, Alexander 

1870  Waddington, Alexander 

1871  Waddington,  Alexander 

1872  Waddington, Alexander 

1873  Waddington,  Alexander 
1884  Clark,  James  Henry 

1875  Clark,  James  Henry 

1876  Clark,  James  Henry 

1877  Clark,  James  Henry 

1878  Clark,  James  Heniy 

1879  Powell,  John  Farmer 

1880  Watkins,  Thomas 

1881  Gustard,HenryStafford 

1882  Clark,  James  Henry 

1883  Clark,  James  Henry 

1884  Clark,  James  Henry 

1885  Clark,  James  Henry 
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DUTIES    OF    THE    PORTREEVE. 


In  1875  the  Portreeve,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses 
stated  a  case  for  tlie  opinion  of  Council  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Portreeve  at  the  present  time,  the 
establishment  of  County  Courts,  and  other  institu- 
tions took  cognizance  of  several  duties  which 
formerly  devolved  upon  Borough  Courts.  Mr 
Poland,  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  had  the  position 
in  which  the  Portreeve  was  placed  stated  to  him  as 
follows  : — 

The  Borough  of  Usk  comprises  a  small  town  con- 
taining about  1,600  inhabitants,  and  was  in- 
corporated by  two  Charters  of  which  copies  are 
annexed. 

The  Burgesses  were  formerly  a  numerous  body, 
but  since  the  Reform  Act  they  have  diminished  and 
now  number  only  about  thirty  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  chief  officer  is  called  a  Portreeve,  and  is 
elected  annually  by  the  Burgesses,  and  he  is  assisted 
in  his  duties  by  those  Burgesses  who  have  filled  the 
office  of  Portreeve  and  are  styled  Aldermen,  and  is 
guided  in  his  legal  opinions  by  a  Recorder,  who  has 
generally  been  a  lawyer  and  is  at  present  a  barrister  ; 
and  at  every  annual  meeting  two  Bailiffs  and  two 
Constables  are  sworn  in. 

In  former  years  monthly  Courts  Leet  were  held 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Portreeve,  at  which 
various  kinds  of  actions  were  tried,  but  upon  the 
passing  of  the  County  Courts  Act  these  Borough 
Courts  for  the  recovery  of  debts  and  other  traverses 
were  discontinued. 

The  Portreeve  appears,  however,  whenever 
required,  to  have  tried  criminal  and  other  petty 
offences  committed  within  the  Borougli,  and  to  have 
punished  the  offenders  either  by  fine  or  summary 
imprisonment,  oi  by  committing  them  for  trial  at 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  the  depositions  of  which  cases 
were  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

JiTo  records  of  the  convictions  were  entered  in  tho 
Pprpi-lgh  books,  but  tho  dopositioris  -j^ei-e  deposited 
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with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  upon  searchinj^  the 
Calendars  of  Prisonoi's  published  for  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  held  between  tho  years  1830  and  1849,  it 
appears  that  one  prisoner  was  committed  for  trial 
and  another  convicted  summarily.  (The  very 
limited  number  of  cases  disposed  of  durins;-  these 
years  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  of  tho  Portreeve 
beinf^  Clerk  to  tho  Divisional  Mat^istrates  during 
five  of  those  years,  and  the  most  active  of  those 
magistrates  beinsf  jealous  of  any  rival  jurisdiction.) 
By  the  Calendars  from  January,  1849,  to  July,  1855, 
it  would  seem  that  fifteen  persons  were  committed 
for  ti'iul  for  larceny,  felony,  and  false  pretences,  and 
five  convicted  summarily — one  for  assault,  two  for 
beinj^  idle  and  disorderly,  one  for  hawkinaf  without 
a  licence,  and  one  for  wilful  damage.  In  one  of 
these  cases  the  conviction  was  sio-ned  jointly  with  a 
County  Mao-istrate,  and  another  conviction  was  by 
the  Portreeve  on  a  charge  of  stealing  the  property 
of  a  County  Magistrate.  It  is  believed  that  after 
July,  1855,  the  Portreeves  for  the  time  being 
allowed  the  jurisdiction  to  be  taken  out  of  their 
hands,  and  no  person  has  been  committed  for  trial ; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  the  County 
Police  Acts  the  duties  of  the  Borough  Constables 
have  either  ceased  or  have  been  neglected.  The 
Public  Acts  of  Parliament  are  regularly  sent  by  the 
Government  to  the  Portreeve. 

The  Portreeve  has  always  acted  as  Returning- 
Officer  at  the  Borough  Elections  (this  Borough 
returning  a  Member  of  Parliament  in  conjunction 
with  the  Boroughs  of  Monmouth  and  Newport)  ; 
and  at  the  General  Election  in  1868,  there  being  an 
apprehension  that  a  riot  would  ensue,  the  then 
Portreeve  issued  a  summons  and  swore  in  a  number 
of  special  constables,  and  was  assisted  in  so  doing 
by  one  of  the  County  Magistrates.  The  constables 
were  paid  by  the  Portreeve  and  the  money  refunded 
by  the  county  at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions. 

There  is  some  land  belonging  to  the  Burgesses 
which  has  been  let  out  on  ground  rents,  and  the 
money  arising  therefrom  has  been  annually  voted  by 
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the  Bursfesses  towards  paving  oi  ligliting  tlie  town, 
or  for  other  improvements.  This  mode  of  spending 
the  money  has  been  found  very  beneficial  to  the 
interests  of  the  town,  and  recently  several  of  the 
inhabitants  have  been  enrolled  as  Burgesses,  paying 
£3  as  stamp  duty  for  the  same,  and  others  have 
expressed  their  intention  of  being  enrolled,  and  they 
are  desirous  that  the  powers  formerly  vested  in  the 
Portreeve  of  punishing  ofFenders  for  offences  com- 
mitted within  the  Borough,  and  committing  them 
to  gaol,  if  necessary,  for  non-payment  of  fines,  and 
for  trial  may  be  revived. 

In  1835,  Messrs.  Booth  and  Austin,  who  held  their 
sitting  at  Usk  as  Commissioners  of  Corporations, 
stated  in  their  report : — "  Considerable  inconvenience 
has  been  expressed  from  the  Portreeve's  limited 
authority  as  a  magistrate.  At  this  time  there  are 
two  county  magistrates  resident  in  the  borough  and 
the  inconvenience  is  at  present  removed.  As  it 
would  recur  upon  those  gentlemen  ceasing  to  reside, 
a  general  desire  is  felt  that  the  Portreeve  should  be 
invested  with  the  full  authority  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace."  In  another  part  of  the  report  it  is  stated: 
— "  His  duty  is  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  borough. 
In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  he  commits  offenders 
within  the  borough  for  trial,  or  take  their  recogni- 
zances to  appear  at  the  assizes  or  county  sessions. 
In  slight  cases  of  misdemeanours  (usually  assaults 
occurring  at  markets  and  fairs)  he  is  in  the  habit  of 
committing  to  the  House  of  Correction  or  imposing 
a  fine.  He  exercises  no  further  duties  as  a  magis- 
trate. He  is  a  judge  of  the  borough  Court  of 
Record.  He  presides  at  the  Court  Leet,  appoints 
the  constables,  and  superintends  the  gaol.  He  is 
also  coroner  for  the  borough,  but  never  acts  in  that 
capacity,  the  business  being  done  by  the  county 
coroner." 

The  inconvenience  complained  of  in  the  Commis- 
sioners' report  exists  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
three  gentlemen  qualified  as  magistrates  residing 
within  the  boundary  of  the  borough,  but  they  are 
frequently  absent  from  their  residences,  and  much 


tSK  BOROCGH — COUNSEl/s   OPINION.  99 

inconvenience  is  occasioned  thereby.  1.  Colonel 
Roden,  during  the  year,  has  not,  it  is  believed,  been 
one  month  at  his  residence  at  Usk,  and  his  visits  are 
likely  to  bo  less  frequent  as  he  has  a  residence  at 
Netting  Hill,  and  is  the  patentee  of  the  Snider 
Rifle.  2.  Colonel  M'Donnell  belongs  to  the  Mon- 
mouthshire Light  Infantry  or  Engineers,  and  his 
military  duties  at  times  require  his  presence  else- 
where. 3.  Colonel  Relph,  of  the  Second  Adminis- 
trative Battalion  of  Rifle  Volunteers,  is  also 
frequently  from  home. 

The  Petty  Sessions  for  the  Usk  Division  are  held 
fortnightly,  on  a  Friday,  but  a  rule  is  laid  down  that 
applications  for  summonses  shall  be  made  whenever 
practicable  at  the  meeting  of  petty  sessions.  There- 
foi'e,  if  an  assault  case  or  other  offences  are  com- 
mitted on  the  Saturday  after  the  fortnightly  petty 
sessions,  a  month  would  elapse  before  the  case  would 
be  disposed  of.  In  the  year  1873,  the  annual 
Licensing  Day  was  fixed  for  the  22nd  August,  and 
at  the  time  of  meeting  (twelve  o'clock)  the  licensed 
victuallers  and  beerhouse  keepers  of  the  whole 
division  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
their  licenses,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
only  one  magistrate  present,  the  business  connected 
with  the  licenses  could  not  be  transacted,  and  the 
meeting  was  adjourned. 

This  unsatisfactory  state  of  jurisdiction  would  be 
remedied  if  the  Portreeve  were  invested  with  the 
full  powers  of  a  County  Magistrate. 


The  Counsel,  in  giving  his  opinion,  stated : — I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  Bailiff,  now  called  the 
"  Porti'eeve,"  elected,  presented,  and  sworn  as 
required  by  the  Charter,  is  entitled  to  act  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough,  and  that  he 
may  do  alone  in  the  Borough  what  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace  is  entitled  to  do  alone.  I  presume  there 
is  still  a  Steward  of  the  Borough  to  whom  the 
Portreeve  is  presented  and  before  whom  he  takes  the 
old  form  of  oath — does  he  take  any  other  oaths,  viz., 
those  referred  to  in  31  and  32  Vic,  c.  72.     I  do  not 
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tliink  ttat  the  27th  Henry  VIII,,  c.  24,  or  any  ottier 
statute  takes  away  the  right  of  the  Portreeve  to  act 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  nor  do  I  think  that  he  is 
prevented  from  acting  owing  to  the  interval  which 
has  taken  place  since  he  last  acted  as  such.  (See 
34  and  35  Henry  VIII.,  c.  26,  sec.  27  and  also  sec.  4; 
see  also  sees.  1  to  27,  Henry  VIII.,  c.  24,  and  Grant 
on  Corporations,  page  II,  and  5  and  6  William  IV., 
c.  76,  sec.  107.  Although  the  Charters  do  not 
indicate  in  clear  and  express  terms  the  duties  of  the 
Bailiffs,  the  usage  which  has  prevailed  goes  strongly 
to  confirm  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  matter.  At 
the  time  of  the  Corporations'  Commission,  30th 
October,  1833,  the  Commissioners,  referring  to  Usk, 
reported  "  That  the  Portreeve  commits  offenders 
within  the  borough  for  trial,  or  take  their  recogni- 
zances to  appear  at  the  Assizes  or  County  Sessions. 
In  slight  cases  of  misdemeanours  (usually  assaults 
occurring  at  markets  and  fairs)  he  is  in  the  habit  of 
committing  to  the  House  of  Correction  or  imposing 
a  fine.  He  exercises  no  further  duties  as  a  magis- 
trate. I  do  not  think  that  he  can  act  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  jointly  with  the  Aldermen.  An  Alderman 
is  certainly  not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  I  am 
inclined  to  tliink  that  he  can  act  jointly  with  a 
County  Magistrate,  but  tbis  is  very  doubtful.  In 
the  event  of  the  Portreeve  being  entitled  to  act  with 
any  other  Justice,  I  think  the  position  of  the 
Portreeve  would  be  that  of  Chief  Magistrate.  I 
think  the  Governor  of  the  County  Gaol  would  not 
be  justified  in  refusing  admittance  to  a  prisoner 
committed  there  by  the  Portreeve. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1837,  the  Portreeve  of  Usk 
committed  Jane  Jones  to  the  County  Prison,  at  Usk, 
for  trial  at  the  Sessions,  for  stealing  a  sovei^eign  and 
a  pocket,  the  property  of  Edward  Williams,  of  the 
said  borough.  On  the  I6th  of  September,  1837, 
Thomas  Morgan  and  Francis  Vaughan,  charged  with 
stealing  three  ducks,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Williams,  of  Usk.  was  held  to  bail  to  appear  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions  by  the  same  Portreeve. 


ottj  toctrtffists,  ioi 

usK  BORornu.  )  THOMAS    DAVIES,  Esq., 

iu  the  County"^  (  Portreeve  of  the  said  Borough  to 

MoC^outh.       t  *^^   Bailiffs  of   tlio  said   Borough, 

j  Greeting. 

You  are  hereby  conamanded,   that  you  or 

one  of  you  take  John  Edmonds,  if  he  shall  be  found 

•within  the  said  Borough  or  the  limits  thereof,  and 

him  safely  keep  in  your  safe  custody  so  that  you 

may  have  his  body  at  the  next  Court  to  be  held  for 

the  said  Borough,  on  Tuesday,  the  Thirteenth  day  of 

January  next,  to  answer  Thomas  Johnes,  Esq.,  in  a 

plea  of  Trespass  upon   the  case  to  his   demand   of 

Sixteen  Pounds  Sixteen  Shillings.     Given  under  my 

Hand  and  Seal  the  Sixteenth  day  of  December,  in 

the  24th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 

George  the  Third,   King  of   Gi'eat  Britain   and  so 

forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 

Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty- three. 

THOMAS  DAVIES, 
To   take   Bail    for  i  Portreeve. 

Sixteen       Pounds  }  J.    H.    DAVIES, 

Sixteen     Shillini?s  \  n  j 

by  Affidavit  filed.  ;  Kecorder. 

BARN"ARD  DAVIES, 

Attorney. 


November  9,  1829. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Burgesses  held  this 
day  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  Usk,  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  the  waste  lands  within  the  Borough.  The 
Committee,  with  regard  to  the  Island,  commonly 
called  Llanbaddock,  had  nothing  to  report. 
Mr.  Arthur's,  about  one  acre 
Mr.  NichoU's,  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre 
Piece  beyond  the  Bridge  (Pontsampit)  ... 
Beech  Hill,  about  an  acre  and  a  half 

The  land  to  be  staked  out  by  Mr. 
and  Mr.  M.  Davis. 

Rent    to    commence    on    the    Second    of 
February  next. 

Terms  the  same  as  those  of  Mr.  M'Donnell. 


4 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

2 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

E. 

Jones 
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Usk,  March  9,  1832. 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  Portreeve, 
Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  Usk,  recommend  that 
the  rents  payable  to  the  Coi'poration  should  be 
applied  in  improving  the  drains,  gatters,  pavements, 
and  footways  of  the  Town  and  also  towards  lighting 
and  the  general  improvement  of  it,  and  request  that 
the  Portreeve,  Aldermen,  and  Recorder  for  the  time 
being  do  appropriote  such  rents  accordingly  from 
time  to  time  as  the  same  shall  become  due  : — 


Thomas  Keece,  Portreeve 
James  Ashe  Gabb,  Alderman 
John  Shepard,  Alderman 
John  Pyrke,  Alderman 
Iltyd  Nicholl,  Alderman 
J.  Barnard  Davies,  Alderman 
Francis  Morgan,  Alderman 
Evan  Jones,  Alderman 
Alexander  Jones,  Recorder 
W.    Addams. Williams,    Llan- 

gibby  Castle 
Francis  M'Dormell 
James  Blyth 
Giles  WiUiams 
James  Lewis 
Matthew  Howell 
John  Williams 
Morgan  Davies 
Thomas  Williams 
T.  Addams- Williams,  Vicar 
John  Powell 
William  Williams 
John  Davies 
Elisha  Keed 
William  Evans 
John  Stockham 


Owen  Matthews 
Alexander  Waddington 
Isaac  Williams 
Lysond  Williams 
James  Morgan 
William  Smart 
William  Davies 
John  Edwards 
John  Williams 
William  Thomas 
John  Arthur 
John  Roberts 
Thomas  West 
John  Nicholas 
John  Pritchard 
Thomas  Hawkins 
Benjamin  Bowditch 
James  Price 
John  Burfield 
George  Morgan 
John  Stockham 
T.  John  Edwards 
William  Morgan 
Edward  Stockham 
Miles  Ishmael 
William  Palmer 


From  this  date  the  funds  have  been  applied 
in  conformity  with  the  above  recommendation. 

Usk,  August  12,  1833. 

To  Thomas  Reece,  Esq., 

Portreeve  of  Usk. 

Wc  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
being  voters,  request  you  will  convene  a  meeting  of 
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the  inliabitants  of  Usk  for  the  purpose  of  perambu- 
lating: the  Borough  : — 


John  Pyrke. 
Thomas  Williams. 
Thoiims   Hawkins. 
John  Pritchard. 
James  Ashe  Gabb. 
Evan  Jones. 
W.  West. 
Morgan  Davies. 
John  Edwards, 


John   Burfield. 
William  Taylor. 
William  Edwards. 
William  Morpan. 
William  Morgan,  junr. 
John    Williams, 
James  Kej'se. 
James  Blyth. 
John  Roberts. 


In  pursuance  of  the  above  requisition,  I 
hereby  appoint  Wednesday,  the  28th  day  of  Auorust 
instant,  at  Eleven  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  proposed  perambulation  ;   to  meet  at  the  Bridge. 

Dated  this  19th  day  of  August,  1833. 

THOMAS  REECE, 

Portreeve. 

On  the  3rd  of  December,  1863,  Mr.  D.  E. 
Partridge  in  a  letter  to  Alexander  Waddington,  Esq., 
stated  that  he  was  prevented  from  attending  on 
Friday.  That  he  had  taken  down  the  evidence  of 
Messrs.  Thomas  Williams,  Richard  Lucas,  Zachariah 
Waters,  Matthew  Howell,  Isaac  Williams,  Lysond 
Williams,  and  James  Price,  which  he  inclosed,  and 
should  be  most  happy  to  attend  any  further  meeting 
and  render  all  the  assistance  in  his  power, 

1. — Thomas  Williams,  of  Usk,  builder,  said  he 
was  in  his  74th  year,  and  was  born  and  bred  in  the 
town.  About  35  years  ago  he  walked  the  Usk 
Borough  Boundary  with  the  late  Mr.  John  Shepard 
and  others.  We  began  near  the  "  Bell,"  Llanbadoc, 
and  followed  the  brook  round  the  "  Island,"  and 
went  out  below  Pencarreg.  The  Burgesses  claimed 
the  whole  of  what  is  called  the  "  Island,"  below 
Llanbadoc  Church.  The  Upper  Island  on  the 
Pontypool  road  was  never  claimed  by  the  Burgesses, 
The  Burgesses  always  claimed  the  Lower  Island  and 
the  waste  land  at  Pontsampit. 
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2. — Ricliard  Lucas,  of  Usk,  fisherman,  said  lie 
was  in  liis  75tli  year,  and  had  lived  in  TJsk  ever  since 
he  was  a  boy.  He  always  heard  the  Island  below 
Llanbadoc  Church  belonged  to  the  Burgesses  of  TJsk. 
The  Burgesses  always  claimed  a  right  to  fetch  gravel 
sand  or  stone  from  this  Island.  He  had  caught 
salmon  in  the  field  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Jerroms, 
and  a  branch  of  the  river  went  close  to  the  church 
at  Llanbadoc  at  the  top  of  the  Island,  and  then 
entered  the  river  lower  down. 

3. — Zachariah  "Walters,  aged  68,  fisherman,  had 
lived  in  Usk  about  fifty  years  :  remembered  the  river 
running  a  good  way  round  the  Island,  and  always 
heard  the  Island  belonged  to  the  Usk  Burgesses. 

4. — Matthew  Howell  aged  68,  draper,  had  lived 
in  Usk  since  1815,  and  always  understood  that  the 
Llanbadoc  Island  and  the  waste  land  at  Pontsampit 
belonged  to  the  Burgesses,  and  he  recollected  on  one 
occasion  Mr.  Alexander  Jones  saying,  "  The  Llan- 
badoc Island  belongs  to  the  Burgesses,  but  yon  have 
added  some  land  and  so  must  let  that  remain  for  my 
tenant  at  Llanwysk  Farm."  People  from  Usk  used 
to  turn  sheep  on  Llanbadoc  Island,  and  also  sheep, 
pigs,  and  horses  on  the  waste  land  at  Pontsampit. 

5. — Isaac  "Williams,  of  Usk,  "74  years  of  age, 
saddler,  said  he  had  walked  the  boundaries  of  the 
Borough  about  forty-seven  years  ago.  Among  other 
places  we  went  round  the  Island  at  Llanljaddoc, 
and  planted  a  tree  in  the  middle  of  it ;  Mr.  Alexander 
Jones  and  about  forty  Burgesses  were  with  us.  Mr. 
A.  Jones  said,  "  it  looks  very  likely  the  river  run 
that  way,  but  the  waste  land  was  very  handy  to  my 
tenant  at  Llanwysk  Farm."  We  had  a  meeting 
afterwards  at  the  Town  Hall  to  let  the  waste  land  at 
Pontsampit.  He  always  understood  that  the  Island 
at  Llanbadoc  belonged  to  the  Usk  Burgesses.  The 
tree  was  left  there,  and  ]\[r  Alexander  Jones  did  not 
object  to  the  tree  being  planted.  We  included  the 
waste  land  at  Pontsampit  in  our  Avalking  the 
boundary  as  being  within  the  Borough  of  Usk,  and 
he  recollected  Mr.   Alexander   Jones    offcrina-  the 
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upper  pait  to  Mrs.  Arthur,  tho  owner  of  tho 
adjoining  field,  Cao  Irion,  at  £5  a-ycar  rent.  Mr. 
Jones  offered  it  as  Recoi'der  of  tho  Borough,  as 
belonging  to  the  Burgesses. 

USK    BOROUGH    TOLLS. 

At     a     meeting     of     tho     Burgesses    and 
Inhabitants  of  this  Borough,  held  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Usk,   on   Thursday,  the  28th  of  October,  18  i7,  tho 
Portreeve   in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  either  abolishing 
or  making   some  alteration  in  the  system  of  taking 
the  Borough  tolls ;  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  meeting  that  the  tolls  should  be  modified  in  tho 
following  manner  : — 

s.    d. 
For  each  and  every  Horse,  Mare,  or  Colt  sold 
within  the  said  Borough,  on  all  Fair  Days, 
the  sum  of     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     0     8 

For   every    head    of    Horned    Cattle    bought 

within  the  said  Borough  on  all  Fair  Days, 

per  score 

Pigs,    Sheej:),    &c.,    bought   within    tho    said 

Borough  on  all  Fair  Days,  per  score  ...     0  10 

Pedlars,   Hawkers,   and   all    Persons    coming 
into  or  exposing  for  sale  any  goods  oi-  mer- 
chandize, on  foot   or  on  horseback,  to  fairs 
in  the  Borough,  or  passing  through  to  any 
other  Fair,  each  ...  ...  ...     0     1 

If  hauled  on  a  carriage,  each  horse  ...     0     3 

DANIEL  ESBURY  PARTRIDGE, 

Portreeve. 

ALEXANDER  WADDINGTON, 

Recorder  of  the  said  Borough. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the   Tolls  which 
have  heretofore  been  charged  on  all  Horses,  Cattle, 


1     8 
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Pigs,  &c.,  passing  through  the  Borough  will  not  he 
exacted  during  the  presentPortreeve's  year  of  office. 


THE    ANNUAL     COURT    LEET. 

The  annual  Court  Leet  and  View  of  Frank 
pledge  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  together 
with  the  borough  court  of  the  most  noble  Heniy 
Charles  Fitzroy  Duke  of  Beaufort,  lord  of  the  said 
borough,  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Usk,  in  and 
for  the  said  borough,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
October,  1874,  Mr.  Thomas  Dunn,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark, 
Mr.  Oliver  Davies,  Mr.  J.  F.  Powell,  Mr.  Thomas 
Williams,  Mr.  George  Morgan,  burgesses,  and  other 
inhabitants  then  and  there  present.  Proposed  by 
Mr.  George  Morgan,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Williams,  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark  be  elected  Portreeve 
of  the  borough  for  the  ensuing  year ;  which  was 
carried  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Clark  was  sworn 
into  office  accordingly.  Alfred  Lewis  and  Abraham 
Rogers  were  sworn  in  as  constables  of  the  borough 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  late  treasurer's  account 
was  examined,  and  audited,  and  found  correct,  and 
shewed  a  balance  of  £26  6s.  in  favour  of  the 
treasurer,  which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  as  soon  as 
sufficient  funds  were  in  hand.  Resolved  that  H.  S. 
Gustard,  Esq.,  be  appointed  treasurer  in  the  room  of 
A.  Waddiugton,  Esq.,  deceased,  and  be  requested  to 
got  in  all  rents  due  immediately  after  Christmas 
next.  Resolved  that  the  four  old  burgesses,  viz  , 
William  Thomas,  James  Price,  James  Morgan,  and 
Lysond  Williams,  be  allowed  10s.  each  out  of  the 
borough  funds  ;  and  that  the  constables  be  allowed 
a  dinner,  the  expense  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same 
funds.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  late 
treasurer's  account : — 
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The  Representatives  of  the  hxte  Mr.  Waddington  in 
account  with  the  Corporation  of  Usk. 
1873.  -Dr.  £    s.    d. 

October  27. — To  bahmcc  in  luiud 21  18     ;i 

1874. 
October  28. — Bahmce  due  from  Corpora- 
tion         20     G     0 


£51    4    ;i 


1873.  Cr.  £     s.    d. 

October   27. — Bj    cash    paid    four    old 

Burgesses  2     0     0 

1874. 
February   27. — By    cash    paid    Herbert 
Thomas  on  account  of 
paving  in  Old  Market- 
street .30     0     0 

March  12. — By  ditto,  balance  for  ditto     19     4     3 


£51     4     3 


October  28,  1874. — By  balance  brought 

down 26     G     0 

October  28,  1874. — Audited  and  found  correct. 

Thomas  Dunn. 
George  Morgan. 

THE    PORTREEVE'S     DINNER. 

Every  year  the  Portreeve's  dinner  was  held 
immediately  after  his  appointment  at  one  or  other 
of  the  inns  in  the  town,  when  the  Portreeve-elect 
presided,  and  the  Recorder  or  Deputy-Recoi'der 
generally  filled  the  vice-chair.  On  the  present 
occasion  this  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  Three 
Salmons  Hotel,  when  the  meeting  was  far  more 
numerous  than  was  expected,  considering  the  late 
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hour  on  tlie  previous  day  at  which,  the  invitations 
were  issued,  the  day  having  been  altered  from  the 
Friday  following.  The  party  was  a  most  social  and 
pleasant  one,  twenty-four  having  accepted  the 
invitations.  The  company  took  their  seats  at  half- 
past  five,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  Portreeve  of  the  Borough, 
in  the  chair  ;  Alderman  Dunn  in  the  vice-chair ; 
and  among  those  present  were  :  Captain  Gethiug, 
Messrs.  T.  Watkins,  jim.,  James  Jones,  George 
Edmunds,  J.  F.  Powell,  James  Parker,  George 
Morgan,  John  Hart,  T.  Williams,  J,  T.  Cherry, 
James  Cassidy,  James  Davies,  P.  E.  Gray,  Oliver 
Davies,  R.  Satchell,  Henry  Williams,  and  John 
Morgan,  of  Usk ;  Mr.  John  Jones,  of  Trostrey 
Court ;  Mr.  Peter  Marf ell,  Cwm  Farm,  Clytha ;  and 
Mr.  E.  Pritchard,  Trosti-ey. 

On  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  Chairman  gave 
"  The  Queen  ;"  "  The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales 
and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family ;"  "  The  Members 
of  the  County  and  Borough."  On  proposing 
"The  Army,  I^avy,  and  Reserve  Forces,"  the 
Chairman  remarked  that  to  the  diiferent  branches 
of  the  Service  they  were  indebted  for  the  peace 
which  prevailed,  and  the  quietude  they  enjoyed. 
There  was  a  gentleman  present  who  belonged  to  the 
volunteer  force,  and  who  did  honour  to  it.  He  (the 
speaker)  knew  the  close  attention  that  was  required 
to  gain  proficiency  in  drill  as  an  officer ;  and  after 
that  there  was  a  diSiculty  to  overcome — to  gain 
confidence  to  give  the  word  of  command.  Captain 
Gething,  he  was  happy  to  say,  had  gained  that  pro- 
ficiency, and  had  passed  his  examinations  with  the 
greatest  credit  to  himself  and  the  corps  of  which 
he  has  the  command,  passing  by  many  older  ofiicers 
in  the  service.  The  men  belonging  to  the  Usk 
Corps  deserved  every  encouragement  from  their 
fellow-townsmen.  He,  with  his  friend  the  vice- 
chairman,  had  on  several  occasions  collected  sums 
for  giving  prizes  to  be  shot  for  ;  and  he  should  be 
happy  at  any  time  to  assist  in  collecting  money  for 
that  purpose,  and  he  hoped  those  who  could  aiford 
it  would  liberally  contribute.— (Hear,  hear.)— With 
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these  remarks,  ho  would  give  "  Tho  Army,  Navy, 
and  Reserve  Forces,"  with  which  he  would  connect 
the  health  of  Captain  Gething. — (Applause  and 
musical  honours.) 

Captain  Gething,  in  responding  to  the  veiy 
enthusiastic  and  kind  manner  in  which  his  name 
had  been  received,  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
a  company  together  formed  of  so  many  classes  of 
men.  The  members  of  the  corps  required  some 
encouragement,  and  he  and  his  brother  officer  had 
this  year  given  monthly  prizes  to  be  shot  for.  He 
should  be  very  glad  to  find  a  fund  had  been  raised 
for  prizes  at  their  annual  shooting  matches.  As  for 
himself,  he  was  much  gratified  at  the  manner  in 
which  his  services  had  been  spoken  of,  and  the  very 
flattering  reception  given  to  the  toast. — (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  then  rose,  and  said  the  toast  he 
was  going  to  propose  was  never  given  in  that  room 
without  being  received  with  the  heartiest  applause. 
It  was  "  The  health  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  County,  and  Lord 
of  this  Borough."  His  Grace  was  not  only  noble 
in  position,  but  noble  in  mind  and  feelings.  The 
interest  he  took  in  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county,  particularly  in  those  of  their  own 
district,  was  frequently  shown ;  and  on  the  recent 
occasion,  when  he  came  from  Ireland  purposely  to 
prevent  the  county  being  saddled  with  an  enormous 
expense  by  the  removal  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  to 
Newport,  showed  how  much  he  had  the  welfare  of 
the  county  at  heart.  Their  Newport  friends  may 
taunt  the  people  of  Monmouth  and  Usk  with  being 
servile,  but  he  was  convinced  there  was  no  servility 
in  the  matter.  They  were  always  ready  to  support 
and  do  honour  to  his  Grace,  but  it  arose  from  a 
feeling  of  respect,  and  not  from  coercion ;  for  the 
Duke  would  not  practise  any  of  the  despotism  so 
often  displayed  by  petty  village  tyrants.  As  for  the 
Duchess — her  kindness,  affability,  and  charity  were 
highly  spoken  of  by  their  ]V[onmouth  friends,  with 
whom  she  so  often  had  intercourse — (hear,  hear)— • 
and  for  the  Lady  Blanche,  who  had  recently  been 
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united  to  the  Marquis  of  Waterford,  they  enter- 
tained the  highest  respect.  This  lady  was  a  pattern 
to  her  sex,  when  in  her  girlish  days  she  nsed  to  be 
taking  her  rounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Monmouth  with  her  donkey  and  cart,  distributing 
little  comforts  to  the  indigent  and  infirm  of  the 
district.  She  deserved  every  happiness,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  she  will  experience  it. — (Hear,  hear, 
and  applause.) — With  these  few  remarks,  he  would 
give  them  "  The  health  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Borough." — (Applause  and  musical  honours.) 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  toast  he  was  going  to 
give  was  "  The  Magistrates  of  the  District,"  and 
with  that  toast  he  would  couple  the  name  of  a 
gentleman  which  he  was  sure  they  would  receive 
with  much  pleasure,  for  he  was  more  intimately 
connected  with  the  town  than  any  other.  His 
father  had  lived  long  among  them,  and  took  great 
interest  in  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  suppoi-ted  the  trade  of  the  town. 
His  mother  was  a  most  amiable  and  kind  lady,  and 
everyone  who  had  the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance 
found  her  most  affable.  Unfortunately,  age  and 
infirmity  now  prevented  her  appearing  in  public, 
but  he  was  sure  each  one  of  them  was  ever  pleased 
to  know  that  she  was  well  in  health. —  (Hear,  hear.) 
— With  regard  to  the  gentleman  himself,  he  was 
born  in  that  town  ;  he  was  most  gentlemanly  and 
kind  toward  his  fellow-townsmen ;  and  he  seemed 
to  think  their  comfort  identical  with  his  own.  He 
felt  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  spent  a  great  portion  of  his  income  among 
them. — (Hear,  hear.) — It  was  only  to  mention  the 
name  of  Colonel  M'Donnell,  and  the  toast  would  be 
well  received. — (Applause.) — One  of  the  magis- 
trates, Mr.  Lister,  had,  at  a  recent  meeting,  for  the 
second  time,  made  some  strong  observations  on  an 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Observer  reflecting  on 
the  condact  of  the  magistrates.  The  magistrates 
had  fix(3d  the  day  for  the  brewsters'  petty  sessions, 
when  all  the  licensed  victuallers  in  the  district  wei^e 
expected  to  attend  to  receive  a  I'cnewal  of    their 
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licenses ;  tlie  parties  attended  to  the  number  of 
somewhere  between  forty  and  fifty,  some  from  miles 
around,  leaving  their  businesses  in  the  care  of  whom 
they  could  get,  and  when  at  the  meeting  tliey  found 
only  one  magistrate.  Colonel  Relph,  present.  This 
called  for  some  remarks  in  the  interest  of  tlio 
public  ;  and  Mr.  Lister,  not  liking  the  censure,  has 
twice  in  a  sarcastic  speech  alluded  to  the  article.  I 
feel  confident  I  did  but  perform  a  duty  to  the  public 
in  condemning  such  a  neglect  of  duty. — (Hear, 
hear,) — I  must  exempt  Colonel  M'Donnell  from  any 
blame  in  the  matter,  for  he  was  at  the  time  serving 
liis  country  in  another  capacity,  being  with  his 
regiment  in  North  Devon.  I  give  you,  gentlemen, 
"The  health  of  Colonel  M'Donnell." — (Cheers  and 
musical  honours.) 

Mr.  Cassidy  said  he  did  not  rise  to  return  thanks 
for  the  magistrates,  but  he  could  fully  endorse  all 
that  the  Chairman  had  said  with  regard  to  Colonel 
M'Donnell.  He  knew  the  Colonel  to  be  much 
attached  to  the  town  and  inhabitants,  and  that  he 
had  on  several  occasions  refused  very  handsome 
offers  for  his  residence  rather  than  leave.  He  felt 
an  interest  in  eveiy thing  that  tended  to  the  welfare 
of  the  town,  and  took  pleasure  in  spending  his 
money  among  his  own  immediate  neighbours.  As 
a  magistrate,  he  pursued  an  honest  and  straight- 
forward course  ;  he  formed  his  own  opinion,  and 
would  not  be  biassed  by  others  to  act  contrary  to 
his  own  convictions. — (Hear,  hear.) 

Captain  Gething  then  rose  to  propose  "  The 
health,  of  the  Portreeve,"  who  he  was  glad  to  see  iu 
that  position,  and  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  he 
would  carry  out  the  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
them  all,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. — (Ap- 
plause, and  musical  honours.) 

The  Chairman  returned  thanks  for  the  kind 
manner  in  which  the  toast  had  been  received,  and 
felt  it  a  great  honour  to  be  elected  by  the  unanimous 
wish  of  the  burgesses,  as  he  had  been.  He  was  not 
ambitious  for  the  post,  but  as  there  were  certain 
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revenues  belonging-  to  tlie  burgesses  to  be  looked 
after,  it  was  necessary  that  the  office  should  be  kept 
up  ;  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  wish 
among  his  friends  that  he  should  be  elected,  he  con- 
sented to  hold  the  office  for  the  present  year.  He 
would  not  detain  them  long,  but  on  looking  over 
some  old  documents,  he  had  taken  a  few  notes  on 
the  charter  and  the  privileges  of  the  burgesses.  In 
olden  times  these  privileges  were  great,  but  at  the 
present  time  the  abolition  of  tolls  at  fairs,  markets, 
&c.,  in  this  borough  as  well  as  throughout  the 
country,  the  grants  and  privileges  were  now  of  but 
little  value  : — 

The  First  Charter  conferring  privileges  on  the 
Bailiff  and  Burgesses  of  this  borough  was  dated  as 
far  back  as  the  26th  of  July,  1398,  in  the  21st  year 
of  the  reign  of  Richard  II,  by  Roger  de  Mortimer, 
Earl  of  March  and  Ulster,  Lord  of  Usk,  Trelleck, 
Llangibby,  Caerleon,  and  Tredunnock. 

King  Henry  IV.,  in  the  year  1400,  obtained  the 
crown  of  England  from  Richard,  and  kept  prisoner 
at  Windsor,  Edmund  Mortimer,  who  was  the 
rightful  heir  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  then 
only  seven  years  of  age,  being  the  great  grandson  of 
Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  elder  brother  of  John  of 
Gaunt. 

In  1401,  Henry  had  a  formidable  foe  in  Owen 
Glendwr,  who  was  joined  by  Percy  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  and  his  son  Hotspur,  with 
Douglas,  and  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

The  great  battle  of  Shrewsbury,  where  Prince 
Henry  of  Monmouth  banded  blows  with  Owen,  was 
fought  in  1403.  The  Prince  Henry  was  wounded 
in  the  face  by  an  arrow,  but  refused  to  quit  the 
field.  Owen  marched  into  Glamorganshii'e  and 
ravaged  and  pillaged  it  in  all  parts,  destroying  the 
Bishop's  Palace  and  Cathedral  at  Llandaff,  and 
burning  Cardiff.     He  then  burnt  Abergavenny. 

In  1405,  at  the  battle  of  Grosmont,  Owen 
attacked  the  castle  of  Usk,  but  met  with  a  signal 
defeat,  and  in  retaliation  he  sacked  and  set  fii-e  to 
the  town,  and  the  Charter  to  the  Burgesses  of  Usk 
was  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed. 
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Onthe  ]st  of  February,  1416,  in  tlic  third  year 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  Edmund  Mortimer,  at  tho 
castle  of  Usk,  ratified  the  Charter  made  by  his 
father,  Roger,  which  granted  to  the  burgesses  of 
the  borough  of  Usk,  and  to  their  heirs  and 
successors,  all  the  liberties,  franchises,  and  customs, 
which  their  predecessors  enjoyed,  and  to  elect  for 
themselves  every  year  one  Bailiff  or  Portreeve  for 
the  better  government  of  the  said  town,  who  shall 
undertake  a  corporal  oath  to  well  and  faithfully 
presei've  the  privileges  to  the  borough. 

The  privileges  of  the  burgesses  are  enumerated, 
many  of  which  are  now  exploded  from  change  of 
customs  and  manner  of  transacting  business. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
(about  1466),  the  King  confirmed  to  Hugh 
I'Despencer,  the  younger,  and  to  his  heirs  and  the 
burgesses  of  Cardiff,  Usk,  Caerleon,  Newport,  Cow- 
bridge,  Neath,  and  Kenfig,  certain  privileges  in  the 
transit  of  merchandize,  and  exempting  cattle  and 
other  things  from  toll,  which  are  recited  in  these 
words,  "  They  shall  be  ever  free  or  quit  of  toll, 
murage,  pontage,  pavage,  lastage,  stallage,  tronage, 
keyage,  landage,  and  all  other  customs  and  usages 
throughout  our  whole  kingdom,  and  our  Duchy  of 
Aquitaine,  and  our  land  of  Ireland." 

In  olden  times  these  privileges  were  of  much 
importance  when  but  few  shops  existed,  and  when 
persons  took  their  goods  and  cattle  from  town  to 
town  throughout  the  kingdom  for  sale  at  fairs,  and 
beavy  tolls  were  levied.  Each  burgess  was  then 
furnished  with  a  slip  of  parchment,  on  which  was 
transcribed  his  name,  calling,  residence,  and  qualifi- 
cation, and  this  was  his  passport  and  freedom  from 
taxation. 

Some  of  the  words  used  to  designate  the  exemp- 
tions are  now  obsolete,  but  I  may  just  mention  for 
the  information  of  some,  the  meaning  of  those 
words. 

Toll  was  a  tax  paid  for  some  liberty  or  privilege, 
particularly  for  travelling  over  a  road  or  bridge,  or 
to  the  ownei'S  of  a  fair  or  market. 
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Murage  was  a  tax  for  keeping  walls  in  repair. 

Pontage. — A  duty  paid  for  repairing  a  bridge. 

Pavage. — A  tax  levied  for  paving  of  streets. 

Lastage. — A  duty  paid  for  freight  or  transmission 
in  a  ship. 

Stallage. — The  right  of  erecting  stalls  at  fairs. 

Tronage. — A  toll  for  weighing  wool. 

Keyage, — Money  paid  for  the  -ase  of  a  key  or 
wharf. 

Landage. — A  tax  levied  on  land. 

From  all  these  taxes  the  burgesses  were  exempt. 

The  number  of  burgesses  at  present  on  the  roll  is 
25,  four  only  of  whom  are  freemen  and  eligible  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  Parliament. 

Edmund  Mortimer  died  in  1424  ;  his  widow  held 
the  castle  until  her  death  in  1432,  when  Richard, 
Duke  of  York,  nephew  of  Edmund  Mortimer, 
succeeded  to  the  castle  and  made  it  his  residence, 
and  his  two  sons  Edward  and  Richard,  afterwards 
Edward  IV.  and  Richard  III.,  are  said  to  have  been 
born   in  the  castle. — (Applause.) 

THE    FINAL     COURT    LEFT     DINNER. 

On  Monday,  November  9th,  1885,  the  final  Court 
Leet  Dinner  was  held  at  the  Three  Salmons  Hotel. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  the  Portreeve-elect,  presided,  and 
was  supported  by  Thomas  Cordes,  Esq.,  Colonel 
M'Domiell,  the  Vicar  of  Usk,  Colonel  Roden,  W.  T. 
Roden,  Esq.,  H.  S.  Custard,  Esq.,  and  Thomas 
Watkins,  Esq.,  Mr.  H.  C.  Griffin  (Deputy-Recorder), 
occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  among  those  present 
were  Messrs.  J.  Billingham,  J.  O.  Nicholas,  — 
Morris,  W.  Salton,  AV.'j.  Butt,  G.  Edmunds,  John 
Haggett,  James  Williams,  J.  T.  Cherry,  W.  H. 
Slade,  J.  H.  Hillier,  G.  Mundy,  H.  A.  Addis,  James 
Parker,  J.  Charles,  Edward  Price,  W.  Williams 
(Little  Cefn  Ha),  Henry  Jones,  J.  F.  Powell,  &c., 
&c. 

Tlie  Chairman  gave  the  usual  loyal  and  pati-iotic 
toasts,    that    of     the    Bishop    and    Clergy,    being 
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responded  to  by  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Baker.  Tho  Army, 
Navy,  and  Reserved  Forces  was  also  given  from  tho 
chair,  and  responded  to  in  good  practical  remarks 
by  Colonel  M'l)onnell  and  Colonel  Roden. 

Thomas  Cordes,  Esq.,  next  rose  to  propose  tlie 
toast  of  the  evening,  that  of  Mr.  Clark,  tho 
Portreeve  of  Usk.  He  had  occupied  tliat  position 
for  several  years,  and  he  (tho  speaker)  was  sorry  to 
say  this  would  be  the  last  year  they  would  have  to 
meet  under  the  presidency  of  a  Portreeve,  as  recent 
legislation  had  swept  away  many  of  the  old  institu- 
tions of  the  country.  A  great  many  corporations 
had  been  abolished  under  the  Munici})al  Corporations 
(Unrefornied)  Bill,  and  Usk  was  included  in  tho 
number,  as  the  population  was  not  up  to  the 
required  number.  He  believed  Usk  was  one  of  tho 
oldest  corporations,  having  existed  for  nearly  500 
years.  After  some  complimental  remarks,  tho 
"  toast  "  was  drank  with  musical  honors. 

Mr.  Clark,  iu  responding,  thanked  Mr.  Cordes  for 
the  kind  remarks  ho  had  made  and  to  the  company 
for  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  they  received 
the  toast.  In  March  next,  this  corporation,  which 
was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  kingdom,  would  bo 
abolished,  after  an  existence  of  nearly  500  years, 
and  they  had  met  that  evening  for  the  last  time,  as 
a  corporate  body,  as  it  were,  to  chant  a  dirge  on  tho 
occasion ;  bnt,  nevertheless,  they  would,  as  Mark 
Tapley  would  say — "  be  jolly  under  creditable  cir- 
cumstances." Before  resuming  his  seat  he  would 
just  give  them  an  epitome  of  matters  connected 
with  the  Corporation.  In  the  year  1398,  Sir  Roger 
de  Mortimer  (Earl  of  March  and  Ulster)  granted  a 
Charter  conferring  privileges  on  the  Mayor 
(Portreeve)  and  Burgesses  of  Usk,  which  Charter 
was  losb ;  supposed  to  have  been  burnt  during  the 
sacking  of  the  town  by  Owen  Glendwr.  Tho 
Charter  was  afterwards  ratified  by  his  son  Edmund 
de  Mortimer  in  1416,  in  the  third  year  of  Henry 
V.  The  privileges  conferred  on  the  Burgesses  of 
Usk  by  this  Charter  were  very  great.  A  burgess 
was  supplied  with  a  parchment  script,  which  passed 
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the  bearer  toll  free  through  any  town  or  village  In 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  part  of  France. 
This  was  a  very  great  privilege,  for  in  those  days 
shops  in  towns  were  few,  and  the  majority  of  people 
carried  on  their  trades  by  attending  statute  fairs, 
and  this  script  permitted  the  Burgesses  of  Usk  to 
travel  toll  free  and  free  right  for  erecting  stalls  at 
fairs  and  markets.  With  regard  to  the  powers  of 
the  Portreeve,  they  were  greater  than  those 
possessed  by  the  county  magistrates.  He  held 
monthly  courts  in  the  borough  where  presentments 
wei-e  made,  traverses  tried,  debts  recovered,  and 
prisoners  tried  for  thefts  and  misdemeanors  com- 
mitted in  the  borough.  The  establishment  of 
County  Courts,  the  Police  Force,  and  Local  Boards 
relieved  the  Portreeve  from  most  of  these  duties, 
and  the  Borough  Constables  and  Bailiffs  became 
unnecessary,  although  they  have  been  annually 
appointed  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  next  toast  was  given  for  the  Visitors,  accom- 
panied by  the  name  of  Mr.  Cordes,  which  was 
enthusiastically  received  and  musical  honors 
accorded  him,  to  which  Mr.  Cordes  returned  thanks. 

^~-€^^^^=^^ 

THE    MEMORIAL    WINDOW    IN    USK 

CHURCH. 

The  last  act  of  the  Portreeve  and  Burgesses  of 
this  ancient  Borough  of  Usk  was  to  place  a 
memorial  window  in  the  fine  old  church  of  St. 
Mary's,  which  was  unveiled  and  consecrated  on 
Monday,  the  15th  of  March,  1886. 

UNVEILING   AND    CONSECRATING   THE   WINDOW. 

The  Service  for  the  Dedication  of  the  Window, 
commenced  with  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Collect, 
"  Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  &c.," 

After  which  Mr.  James  Henry  Clark  (the 
Portreeve),  accompanied  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Griffin 
(Deputy  Recorder),  Mr.  H.  S.  Custard  (Alderman), 
and  Messrs.  W.  C.  Carbonell,  James  Parker,  H.  A. 
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Addis,  John  Roberts,  and  G.  IVIorgan  (Burp^csses) 
proceeded  towards  tlie  pulpit,  where  the  followiiifj 
sentences  were  delivered,  the  congregation,  which 
was  numerous,  all  standing  : — 

The  Portreeve  :  We  have  caused  a  window  to  bo 
placed  in  God's  Hotise,  and  our  humble  desire  is, 
that  it  may  be  dedicated  to  the  Honor  of  God,  by 
your  prayei',  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  the 
custom  of  this  Church. 

Priest  :  While  it  remained  was  it  not  thine  own, 
and  before  it  is  given  to  God,  was  it  not  in  thine 
own  power,  but  when  once  you  give  it  to  God,  it  can 
never  be  recalled,  but  is  His  for  ever. 

The  Portreeve  :  We  humbly  desire  He  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  receive  it,  and  that  it  may 
remain  His  own,  for  His  service,  and  His  Honor  for 
ever. 

The  Deputy  Recorder  then  unveiled  the  Window. 
Priest  :  Vouchsafe,  we  beseech  Thee,  Almighty 
God,  to  bless,  sanctify,  and  consecrate  this  window 
for  Thy  service,  and  grant,  that  we  who  are  per- 
mitted to  worship  Thee  in  Thy  courts  below,  may 
hereafter  adore  Thee  for  ever  in  Heaven,  through 
Jesus  Christ  Thine  only  Son  our  Lord.     Amen. 

The  Lord  bless  you,  and  pi-osper  you.  The  Lord 
make  His  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and  be  merciful 
unto  you.  Remember  Thy  servants,  0  Lord,  con- 
cerning this  also.  Accept  their  gift.  Sanctify  their 
hearts.  Purify  their  intentions,  Reward  their  loving 
kindness,  and  spare  them  according  to  the  greatness 
of  Thy  Mercy,  Enrich  them  with  all  blessings  of 
Thy  Spirit,  and  Thy  Providence,  for  ever,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Appropriate  Prayers  and  Psalms  then  followed  in 
which  the  congregaticm  took  part,  after  which 
followed  the  Dedication  Service. 
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NUISANCE    REMOVAL    ACT. 

In  1857  a  committee  was  appointed  as  tlie  TJsk 
Board  of  Health  under  the  "  Nuisance  Removal 
Act "  for  the  town  of  Usk.  On  Tuesday,  the  11th 
of  August  in  that  year,  a  meeting  was  held  at  which 
were  present :  Messrs.  G.  R.  G.  Relph,  T.  Dunn,  J. 
H.  Clark,  and  Jas.  Parker,  and  Messrs.  R.  Roberts 
and  C.  Stockham,  Surveyors.  Mr.  Clark  was  voted 
to  the  chair,  and  announced  that  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  last  meeting  he  had  written  to 
Major  Herbert,  the  Chief  Constable,  with  i-espect  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sergeant  Edwards  as 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Major  Herbert  had  sanctioned 
the  appointment.  Sergeant  Edwards  was  unani- 
mously elected.  Some  preliminary  arrangements 
for  effectually  carrying  out  the  act  were  then  made, 
and  a  series  of  rules  and  regulations  were  framed 
and  adopted. 


ADOPTION    OF    A    LOCAL    BOARD. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1872,  the  owners  of 
property  and  ratepayers  of  the  town  of  Usk  being 
desirous  of  adopting  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1858,  several  of  the  largest  ratepayers  formed  them- 
selves into  a  committee  to  carry  out  that  object. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on  Monday, 
the  11th  of  March,  1872.  Present— Mr.  James 
Jones,  waywarden  of  Usk,  in  the  chair ;  Messrs. 
Thomas  Dunn  (guardian  of  the  parish),  William 
Price,  J.  H.  Clark,  James  Parker,  Oliver  Davies, 
Richard  Roberts,  Herbert  Thomas,  J.  Edwards,  H. 
C.  Griffin,  John  Thomas,  Chai-les  Stockham,  J.  F. 
Powell,  and  T.  Humbly. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved,  "  That  every  effort 
be    made    to    get    the    Local   Government    Board 
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adopted  in  the  town  of  Usk."  Reasons  were  then 
drawn  up  for  desiring  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and 
tlie  meeting-  before  separating  instructed  the 
Chairman  to  address  tlie  following  to  the  Portreeve  : 
— "  To  Alexander  Waddington,  Esq.,  Portreeve  of 
Usk.  We,  the  undermentioned  owners  of  property 
and  ratepayers  of  the  town  of  Usk,  respectfully 
request  you  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
at  an  early  date  to  adopt  the  Local  Government 
Act." 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  Portreeve 
called  a  meeting  tor  the  21st  of  March.  On  that 
day  the  meeting  was  numerously  attended  by 
owners  of  property  and  ratepayei-s.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Powell,  churchwarden,  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and 
among  those  present  were  Alexander  Waddington, 
Esq  (Portreeve),  Mr.  James  Jones  (waywai-den), 
Messrs.  James  Parker,  J.  H.  Clark,  T.  Hambly,  J. 
Jones,  C.  Stockham,  J.  Keats,  J.  T.  Cherry,  John 
Roberts,  John  Charles,  0.  Jenkins,  R.  Lucas,  I.  T. 
Dando,  James  Lucas,  H.  C.  Griffin,  S.  Smith,  &c. 

In  reply  to  the  Portreeve,  who  asked  if  any 
person  present  had  anjiihing  to  state  to  the  meeting 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clai-k  said  that  some  of 
the  owners  of  property  and  ratepayers  had  met  in 
committee  and  considered  that  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  the  Local  Government  Act  should  be 
adopted  in  the  town,  for  various  reasons  which  he 
explained.  By  the  Local  Government  Amendment 
Act  of  1863,  it  was  laid  down  that  the  adoption  of 
the  Act  by  places  with  a  less  population  than  3,000 
at  the  last  census  was  not  valid,  without  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board  at  White- 
hall, whose  permission  for  the  formation  of  such 
board  would  be  given  on  proof  of  special  circum- 
stances showing  that  the  adoption  of  the  Act  was 
expedient.  He  thought  that  they  could  show  that 
it  was  expedient  that  a  Local  Board  should  bo 
formed  in  the  town,  and  the  reasons  were  these : — 

1. — That  the  private  drainage  of  the  town  is  veiy 
defective. 
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2. — That  the  water  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  is 
from  wells  from  ten  to  sixteen  feet  below  the 
surface,  and  that  a  privy  cess-pool  is  at  the  back  of 
nearly  every  house,  and  often  in  proximity  to  the 
wells. 

3. — That  the  soil,  being  on  a  good  bed  of  gravel, 
is  very  porous,  and  in  some  of  the  wells  that  have 
been  opened  sewage  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  inches 
has  been  found  at  the  bottom. 

4. — That  houses  are  built  in  the  town  without 
proper  attention  being  paid  to  the  drainage  and 
water  supply  ;  and  there  is  no  power  in  force  in  the 
town  to  regulate  the  same. 

5. — That  some  of  the  streets  are  wide  with  several 
open  spaces,  on  which  encroachments  are  made ; 
and  there  is  no  existing  power  in  the  town  to 
prevent  such  practices,  beyond  the  Highway  Act, 
which  prevents  parties  from  making  encroachments 
within  fifteen  feet  of  the  centre  of  the  highway. 

6. — That  at  a  parish  meeting,  very  numerously 
attended,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  a  sewer 
should  be  constructed  through  one  of  the  main 
streets  to  carry  off  the  sewage,  instead  of  its  being 
lodged  in  cess-pools  as  before  stated.  That  when 
this  matter  was  brought  before  the  Highway  Board 
(the  present  governing  body)  which  consisted 
almost  exclusively  of  farmers  representing  the 
surrounding  rural  parishes,  the  proposition  was 
i-ejected. 

7. — That  during  the  past  year  the  town  has 
severely  suffered  from  epidemics,  and  small-pox  and 
scai'let  fever  has  been  very  prevalent ;  which  may 
be  attributable  to  defective  drainage  and  other 
existing  impurities. 

Mr.  Clark  then  proposed,  and  Mr.  James  Jones 
seconded,  and  it  was  carried  unanim^ously,  that 
"  The  Local  Government  Act  be  adopted  in  this 
parish." 

Mr.  Greenhow-Relph,  who  was  at  the  time 
Chairman  of  the  Highway  Board,  feeling  that  the 
formation  of  the  Local  Board  would  in  a  measure 
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curtail  his  power  in  the  parish,  stronply  opposed  the 
measures  taken  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and 
instructed  Mr.  Keats,  Clerk  to  the  Hip^hway  Board, 
to  make  extracts  from  the  minutes  on  the  books  to 
endeavour  to  shew  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
meeting  at  the  vestry  were  calculated  to  convey  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion ;  this  Mr.  Greenhow-Relph  supplemented  by  an 
appeal  against  the  adoption  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  by  the  parish  of  Usk,  in  which  he  set 
forth  various  reasons  and  attached  unjust  motives 
to  the  promoters,  wiuding  up  a  tedious  diatribe  by 
several  technical  objections  as  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  These  communications  were 
published  in  the  "  Counhj  Observer"  of  May  4, 1872. 

On  the  30fch  of  May  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  took 
place,  at  which  were  present  Messrs.  George  Relph 
Greenhow-Relph.  James  Parker,  James  Henry  Clark, 
Thomas  Dunn,  James  Jones  (merchant)  John  Farmer 
Powell,  Oliver  Davies,  John  Thomas,  Sidney  Smith, 
Henry  Williams,  James  Keats,  William  Jerroms, 
Charles  Stockham,  Henry  Roberts,  Richard  Lncas, 
James  Willetts,  John  Davies,  and  John  Haycox, 
The  meeting  had  been  called  at  the  instigation  of 
Major  Greenhow-Relph,  who  explained  that  his 
object  in  summoning  the  meeting  was  to  lay  before 
the  parishioners  the  powers  given  them  under  the 
"  Sewage  Utilization  Act,  1866,"  as  he  thought  they 
coald  not  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  those  powers,  or 
they  would  not  proceed  to  take  farther  steps  to  adopt 
the  "  Local  Board  Act."  He  also  stated  that  the 
meeting  had  not  been  legally  called,  but  yet  he  should 
wish  the  ratepayers  to  express  their  opinions,  in  order 
that  at  the  meeting  of  Waywardens  on  Monday  next, 
he  might  be  able  to  state  their  views.  Several  present 
wished  the  matter  deferred  until  an  Inspector  bad 
been  sent  down,  and  after  about  an  hour's  discussion 
the  first  nine,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Greenhow- 
Kelpb,  left  the  meeting. 
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At  a  vestry  meeting  held  on  the  13th  of  June,  very 
numerously  attended,  a  letter  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment to  Alexander  Waddington,  Portreeve,  was  read, 
in  reply  to  an  enquiry,  to  inform  him  that  he  would 
receive  notice  of  the   Inspector's   visit. 

After  Mr.  Clark  had  announced  the  object  of  the 
meeting  and  the  reasons  for  adopting  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Act  in  Usk,  the  following  resolutions  were 
proposed,  seconded,  and  adopted. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr  W. 

Price,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That  during  the  pending  of  the  "Public  Health  Act,"  now 
before  Parliament,  it  is  deemed  undesirable  to  construct  any  new 
sewer  or  re-construct  any  of  the  old  sewers  in  the  Town  of  Usk. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Charles  Stockhom,  seconded  by 
Mr.  James  Parker,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That  this  meeting  deprecate  the  opening  of  any  old  sewer,  or 
disturbing  the  public  streets  of  the  Town  of  Usk,  during  the 
summer  months  of  this  year. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  James  Jones,  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Thomas,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That,  as  the  Local  G^ovemment  Act  has  been  adopted  in  Uski 
and  as  an  Inspector  from  Government  has  been  requested  to  visit 
the  Town,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  no  action  should 
be  taken  with  regard  to  the  drains  or  sewers  until  such  Inspector 
has  reported  thereon. 

Proposed  by  Mr  Sidney  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Price,  and  carried  unanimously. 

That,  as  the  law  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  by  sew- 
age is  likely  to  materially  affect  the  ratepayers  of  this  Town,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  none  of  the  drains  or  sewers 
should  at  present  be  disturbed,  until  a  thorough  and  efficient  plan 
for  disposing  of  the  sewage  be  submitted  to  and  adopted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  John  Price,  seconded  by  Mr.  W. 

Price,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That  any  request  to  the  Highway  Board  to  construct  any  drains 
or  sewers,  or  any  resolution  passed  at  any  parish  meeting  relating 
to  the  sewage  of  the  Town  prior  to  this  meeting,  be  and  is  hereby 
rescinded. 
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Proposed  by  Mr,  Parker,  seconded  by  Mr.  James 
Jones,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That  if  the  Highway  Board  persist  in  making  the  sewer  in 
Porthycame-street,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  this  me  ting,  for 
which  resolutions  are  passed  thereon,  that  this  meeting  will 
sanction  the  committee  appointed  to  adopt  the  Local  Government 
Act,  to  employ  a  legal  gentleman  to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  James  Jones  said  in  order  to  show  how  desi- 
rous the  inhabitants  ai'e  to  adopt  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  he  would  read  the  names  of  the  parties  who 
signed  the  requisition  to  the  Portreeve  to  call  a 
meeting  for  its  adoption.     The  list  numbered  109. 

It  was  ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  six  foregoing 
resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of  *he 
meeting  fixed  to  be  held  that  evening. 


At  a  vestry  meeting  held  at  7  p.m.  on  the  above 
day,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  "  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  'Sewage  Utilization  Act,  1865,'  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  in  relation  thereto  as  shall  in 
such  vestry  meeting  be  deemed  advisable,  and  if 
thought  proper,  in  such  vestry  to  appoint  and  name  a 
Committee  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act, 
or  some  of  them." 

About  seventy  ratepayers  were  present,  and  Mr. 
John  Edwards  was  again  voted  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Relph,  in  a  very  earnest  speech,  which 
occupied  upwards  of  an  hour,  with  some  few  interrup- 
tions from  persons  asking  questions,  defended  the 
acts  of  the  Highway  Board,  of  which  he  was  Chair- 
man, and  expressed  his  determination  to  proceed  with 
the  sewer  in  Porthycarne-street.  The  pipes  were  all 
ready,  and  the  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  proceed 
with  the  work.  Mr.  Relph,  in  conclusion,  proposed 
the  following  resolution  : 

That  a  Committee  of  Ratepayers  be  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  "  Sewage  Utilization  Act,  1865,"  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  improvement,  and  construction,  and  diversion  of  sewers, 
and  removals  of  nuisances  in  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Usk. 

16* 


124  NOTICE  OF  inspector's  VISIT. 

Mr.  Henry  Roberts  seconded  the  resolution,  and 
there  being  no  amendment,  it  was  put  to  the  meeting, 
when  about  eight  voted  for  it,  and  the  remainder  held, 
up  their  hands  against  it.  It  was  therefore  nega- 
tived. 


On  the  25th.  of  June  printed  notices  were  received 
from  London  and  were  posted  about  the  town.  The 
notice  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Local  Govemment  Act,  1858,  21  and  22  Vict.,  Cap.  98. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  18th  Section  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1858,  and  of  an  appeal  duly  presented  to  the 
Local  Govemment  Board  by  G.  R.  Greeuhow-Eelph,  Esq.,  a 
ratepayer  resident  within  the  parish  of  Usk,  in  the  County  of 
Monmouth,  against  the  validity  of  the  vote  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1858,  by  that  parish,  inquiry  has 
been  directed  as  to  the  genuineness  of  such  appeal,  and  as  to  the 
matters  alleged  therein.  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on 
Wednesday,  the  lUth  day  of  July,  1872,  at  the  Three  Salmons 
Inn,  Usk.  Robert  Morgan,  Esq  ,  C.E.,  the  inspector  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  will  proceed  upon  the  said  inquiry,  and  will 
then  and  there  be  prepared  to  receive  the  evidence  of  all  persons 
entitled  to  be  heard  before  him  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the 
said  inquiry. 

Dated  this  24th  day  of  June,  1872." 


On  the  5th  of  July  a  meeting  of  the  Local  Board 
promoters  took  place.  There  were  present — Messrs. 
J.  H.  Clark  (chairman),  James  Jones,  James  Parker, 
John  Edwards,  H.  C.  Griffin,  Herbert  Thomas,  and 
0.  Davies. 

Mr.  Relph's  letter  of  appeal  against  the  validity 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Act  was  read  and  remarks 
made  thereon,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  same  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Blount,  solicitor,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  represent  the  committee 
on  Wednesday  at  the  inquiry. 
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The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  the  principal 
ratepayers  to  support  the  adoption  of  the  Act, 
among  whom  were — Alexander  Waddington,  Esq. 
(Portreeve  of  the  borough),  David  Lawrence,  Esq. 
(The  Priory),  Rev.  W.  H.  Wrenford,  Messrs.  James 
Jones,  James  Henry  Clark,  James  Parker,  Oliver 
Davies,  James  Uavies,  Thomas  Dunn,  Herbert 
Thomas,  Henry  C.  Griffin,  John  P.  Powell,  Henry 
A.  Addis,  James  Williams,  David  L.  Jones,  Thomas 
Hambly,  R  Satchell,  John  Thomas,  John  T.  Cherry, 
James  Willetts,  and  Henry  Nicholas.  Mr.  Relph 
(Chairman  of  the  Highway  Board),  Mr.  Keats 
(Clerk  to  the  Highway  Board),  and  Mr.  Heniy 
Williams  (Surveyor  to  the  Highway  Board),  were 
the  only  persons  present  to  oppose  the  adoption  of 
the  Act.  Mr.  Charles  Blount,  solicitor,  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  promoters  of  the  motion  for  adopting 
the  Act.  Mr.  Morgan,  the  Government  Inspector, 
went  through  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  promoters 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  also  through  the 
technical  points  raised  and  the  objections  urged  by 
Mr.  G.  R.  Greenhow-Relph.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  investigation,  the  inspector  promised  to  lay  the 
evidence  before  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
London. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1872,  A.  Waddington, 
Esq.,  the  Portreeve  of  the  borough,  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
stating  that  an  informality  in  signing  the  minutes 
having  occurred,  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
publishing  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

In  consequence  of  the  reply  another  meeting 
became  necessary,  and  such  meeting  was  held  on 
Thursday,  the  12th  October,  1872.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Powell,  churchwarden,  occupied  the  chair,  and  after 
reading  the  notice  convening  the  meeting,  asked  if 
any  gentleman  had  any  resolution  to  propose.  Mr. 
Waddington,  Portreeve  of  Usk,  said  perhaps  Mr. 
Clark  could  tell  them  what  had  recently  been  done 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark  said  he  would  not 
detain  them  by  going  into  detail,  but  merely  give  a 
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summary  of  what  had  been  done.  In  the  month  of 
January,  1872,  the  owners  of  property  and  rate- 
payers of  this  town,  being  desirous  of  adopting  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1858,  several  of  the  largest 
ratepayers  formed  themselves  into  a  committee  to 
carry  out  that  object,  and  as  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  presiding  at  those  meetings,  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
better  able  than  any  other  person  to  explain  what 
has  been  done.  On  the  23rd  of  January,  enquiry 
was  made  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to 
what  steps  should  be  taken  in  order  to  bring  into 
force  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  I  must  here  tell 
you  that  the  adoption  of  the  Act  by  places  of  less 
than  3,000  inhabitants  by  the  last  census  is  of  no 
validity,  without  the  approval  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  London,  given  on  proof  of  special 
circumstances,  showing  that  the  adoption  of  the 
Act  is  expedient.  Our  town  and  parish  being  under 
3,000,  we  had  to  state  our  special  reasons,  which 
you  are  all  doubtless  cognizant  of.  Among  those 
reasons  was  one  which  Major  Relph,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Highway  Board,  endeavoured — to  use  a  mild 
term — to  show  was  incorrect.  It  was  this  :  "  That 
at  a  parish  meeting,  very  numerously  attended,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  that  a  sewer  should  be 
constructed  through  one  of  the  main  streets  to 
cany  off  the  sewage;  that  when  this  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Highway  Board,  consisting 
almost  exclusively  of  farmers  representing  the  sur- 
rounding inral  parishes,  the  proposition  was 
rejected."  Major  Relph,  in  his  letter  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  appealing  against  our  obtaining 
the  Act,  says, — "  a  grave  charge,  if  correct ; 
whereas,  if  enquiry  be  made,  I  venture  to  say,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Highway  Board,  that  the  state- 
ment is  the  very  reverse  of  truth."  Now,  Mr. 
Relph,  from  what  can  be  infen-ed  from  subsequent 
statements,  grounds  his  assertions  on  the  absence  of 
any  minute  on  the  books  of  the  Highway  Board 
amounting  to  a  refusal.  At  such  meetings  a  great 
amount  oi  detail  is  discussed,  which  is  not  entered 

16* 


ADOPTION  OP  A  LOCAL   BOARD.  127 

on  the  miniites.  Mr.  Watkins  was  chairman  at  the 
time,  and  he  does  not  deny  that  it  was  stated  at 
that  meeting,  that  the  Boai-d  had  no  power  to  make 
the  drain  ;  and  Captain  Gething,  at  a  meeting  a 
few  months  ago,  when  the  question  was  put  to  him 
by  Major  Relph,  said  that  he  considered  it  was 
tantamount  to  a  refusal.  But  let  that  pass,  as  well 
as  Major  Relph's  technical  objections.  I  have  said 
this  much  to  exonerate  the  committee  from  the 
imputations  cast  upon  them.  On  Thursday,  the 
21st  day  of  March,  a  meeting,  which  was  numerously 
attended,  after  hearing  a  statement  from  myself, 
confirmed  the  reasons  the  committee  had  drawn  up, 
and  the  Local  Government  Act  was  adopted.  On 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Griffin,  it  was  resolved  that 
Messrs.  James  Parker,  J.  H.  Clark,  James  Jones,  C. 
Stockham,  Wm.  Price,  T.  Dunn,  0.  Davies,  H. 
Thomas,  John  Thomas,  and  others,  with  Mr  J.  F. 
Powell,  churchwarden,  be  appointed  to  carry  out 
the  resolutions  of  the  meeting.  Little  doubt  was 
entertained  but  what  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  London  would  accede  to  the  almost  unanimous 
wish  of  the  inhabitants,  until  the  24th  of  April, 
when  a  letter  was  received  from  that  Board  stating 
that  appeals  had  been  entered  against  the  adoption 
of  the  Act  in  Usk,  and  copies  of  letters  from  Major 
Relph,  Chairman  of  the  Highway  Board,  and  from 
Mr.  Keats,  Clerk  to  that  Board,  were  enclosed ;  and 
the  letter  from  the  Government  asked  at  what  phace 
in  the  district  of  Usk  an  official  inquiiy  could  be 
most  conveniently  held.  The  result  was,  that  on 
the  10th  of  July  an  inspector  attended  to  hear 
evidence,  whose  expenses  the  parish  had  to  pay. 
which  inquiry  was  numerously  attended,  and  the 
result  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  After 
the  Board  in  London  had  taken  time  to  consider  the 
matter,  on  the  1st  of  October,  Mr.  Waddington,  the 
Portreeve  of  the  borough,  received  the  following 
communication: — "I  am  to  state  that  the  Board 
have  had  under  their  consideration  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  Local  Government 
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Act  by  the  town  and  parish  of  Usk,  and  they  regret 
that  they  are  advised  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  of  the  adoption  having  been  signed  by  the 
Portreeve  instead  of  the  summoning  officer,  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  publishing  the  notice  of 
adoption  in  the  Gazette.  If,  therefore,  it  still  is  the 
wish  of  the  inhabitants  of  Usk  that  the  Act  should 
be  adopted,  there  appears  to  be  no  alternative  but  to 
re-commence  the  proceedings."  The  committee 
then  commenced  the  proceedings  de  novo,  and,  not- 
withstanding powerful  influence  has  been  levelled 
against  us,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
been  gazetted,  and  we  have  a  Local  Board.  I  need 
scarcely  remind  this  meeting  of  the  several  resolu- 
tions that  have  been  passed  by  the  ratepayers  at 
their  meetings  condemning  the  opening  of  any  of 
the  old  sewers,  or  constructing  new  ones,  during  the 
pending  of  the  application  for  a  Local  Board,  nor 
how  the  Highway  Board  and  Board  of  Guardians 
have  set  at  defiance  your  wishes.  The  present  state 
of  the  streets  is  sufficient  evidence  as  to  the  reck- 
lessness with  which  your  money  has  been  spent. 
You  have  now  the  Local  Board,  and  you  will  have 
it  in  your  power  to  spend  your  own  money,  instead 
of  having  it  expended  at  the  whims  of  others ;  and 
under  this  Board  many  great  improvements  will  be 
canned  out  at  little  cost.  The  opposers  to  the 
Board  may  tell  you  that  heavy  expenses  will  be 
entailed  by  adopting  it,  but  I  can  tell  you,  if  you 
are  judicious  in  selecting  the  members  of  that 
Board,  you  will  reduce  your  rates.  About  £100  a 
year  I  believe  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  our  roads  in 
repair,  and  do  some  little  improvements  as  well.  I 
understand  that  already  this  year  upwards  of  £190 
have  been  taken  out  of  your  pockets,  and  probably 
a  considerable  additional  sum  will  be  called  for 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year.  The  persons  who 
I  understand  will  be  proposed  are  all  highly  rated, 
or  have  property  in  the  town,  and  it  will  be  their 
interest  to  keep  down  expenses.  However,  if  you. 
are  dissatisfied  with  them  at  the  end  of  the  first 
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year,  a  portion  will  go  out  of  onk-o,  ami  yon  elect 
others  in  tlicir  stead. 

Several  meetinjTs  were  afterwards  held,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  Board  should  comprise  twelve  meiii- 
bers.  At  the  first  election  on  the  7lh  of  February, 
1873,  fourteen  persons  were  noniinateil  ami  the  fol- 
lowinof  twelve  were  elected,  viz  :— Mi-ssrs.  Ak;xniitler 
Waddington,  James  Jones,  James  Henry  (Mark, 
William  E.  Stephens,  Oliver  Davies,  James  Parker, 
Thomas  Dunn,  Charles  Stockham,  Cliarles  Miller, 
Sidney  Smith,  Herbert  Tliomas,  and  John  Hobbis. 
At  their  first  meeting  the  members  unanimously 
elected  Mr.  Waddington  their  chairman.  In  1875, 
pipes  were  laid  and  the  sewage  which  at  that  time 
flowed  into  the  river  was  conveyed  into  tanks  con- 
etucted  in  a  field  adjacent  to  the  town,  and  when  full 
after  heavy  rain  the  effluent  water  discliarged  itself 
into  the  river.  This  plan  appeared  to  act  satisfacto- 
rily to  the  inhabitants,  but  the  Conservators  of  the 
river  believing  that  the  fish  suffered  from  the  impu- 
rity, lodged  an  objection  to  the  disposal  of  the  over- 
flow into  the  river,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Rivers' 
Pollution  Act  became  law,  and  the  overflow  pipes  had 
to  be  removed. 

Steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  complaint,  but  on 
account  of  the  fall  from  the  upper  of  the  town  to  the 
tanks  being  very  few  feet  some  difficulty  has  arisen 
with   regard   to    the  disposal  of  the  effluent  water. 

Mr.  Waddington,  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  an^ 
Portreeve  of  Usk  died  on  the  21st  of  May,  187-t',  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  at  the  following  meeting  on  the  Gth 
of  June  was  unanimously  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  w^hich  position  he  held  for  13  years  until  June 
1887,  when  he  resigned  the  Chairmanship  and  his 
seat  at  the  Board. 
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^-T  a  Vestry  Meeting  held  on  tlie  21st  day  of 
^^  April,  1825,  Mr.  Thomas  Howell  in  the  chair, 
the  following  persons  were  appointed  according  to 
the  59th  Geo.  III.  to  constitute  a  Select  Vestry  :— 
Rev.  Thomas  Addams  Williams,  Vicar ;  Jas.  Blyth, 
Churchwarden  ;  William  Evans  and  Wm.  Hughes, 
Overseers  ;  lltyd  Nicholl,  Esq.,  Alexander  Jones,  Esq. 
Francis  McDonnell,  Esq.,  John  Shepard,  Esq.,  Rev. 
James  Barnard  Davics,  Isaac  Williams,  John  Wig- 
ginton,  Thomas  Griffiths,  Thomas  Hawkins,  Matthew 
Howell,  John  Williams,  John  George  jun.,  William 
Thomas  CSurgeon),  Thomas  West,  John  Howell, 
James  Phillips  James  Price,  William  Edwards,  and 
Isaac  Parker.  It  U)as  C^rtJevcD  :  That  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  do  apply  to  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  to  confirm  this  appointment. 


April  22nd. — On  this  day  the  above  order  was  con- 
firmed under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Thomas  A. 
Williams,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


August  5. — At  a  meeting  duly  called  for  this  day 
the  Vestry  did  not  assemble  owing  to  the  unfavorable 
state  of  the  weather.  It  was  tlicrefore  adjourned  to 
the  following  evening  at  the  White  Lion. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  Mr.  Isaac  Williams  in  the 
chair.  It  bjaa  ^rDCfftJ  :  That  the  Vestry  Clerk 
do  Give  Notice  to  the  several  persons  composing  the 
Select  Vestry  to  request  their  attendance  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propj-icty  ot  selling  a  certain 
portion  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  poor  of  this 
town  in  the  parish  of  Llangovan,  or  the  site  of  the 
Poor  Houses,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  there- 
from in  erecting  a  new  Poor  House,  and  that  the 
said  Meeting  will  be  convened  to  the  18th  instant, 
and  also  that  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants 
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of  the  said  town  be  also  rcciucstcd  to  attend  to  concur 
in  the  resolution  of  the  Select  Vestry  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

September  15. — At  a  Meeting  held  this  day, 
It  teas  Resolved :  That  a  General  Meetinpj  be 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  taldiif^  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  selling  a  part  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  said  town,  in  the  parish  of  Llangovan.  and  also 
the  present  Almshouse,  and  to  apply  the  money 
arising  therefrom  in  erecting  new  and  convenient 
dwellings  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  and  that  the 
Churchwarden  and  Overseers  do  accordingly  cause 
public  notice  to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of 
such  meeting. 

September  29. — At  a  Vestry  Meeting  held  this  day, 
having  been  duly  published  the  twopreceding Sundays 
immediately  after  Divine  Service,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  last  meeting 
respecting  selling  part  of  the  Town  land  and  other 
property  therein  mentioned,  and  applying  the  money 
arising  therefrom  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  the 
impotent  poor  of  the  said  town. 

It  teas  Resolved  :  That  it  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  this  Meeting,  that  the  present  houses, 
called  "The  Almshonses  "  in  this  town,  both  from 
the  ruinous  state  and  bad  arrangement  of  the  same 
are  totally  xinfit  for  the  residence  of  the  poor. 

Resolvetl :  That  it  will  be  desirable  to  erect 
new  Houses  in  lieu  of  those  uo\^  standing. 

Resolved  :  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  practicability  of  effecting 
the  sale  of  such  part  of  the  property  now  vested  in 
this  parish,  as  they  shall  judge  requisite,  and  also 
the  probable  value  of  the  same,  and  also  take  into 
consideration  the  most  desirable  place  for  erecting 
new  Houses. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of 
the  following  persons,  viz  : — Rev.  Thomas  Addams- 
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Williams,  William  Addams- Williams,  Esq.,  Mr. 
Michael  Davis,  Mr.  Evan  Jones,  Mr,  Francis  Morgan, 
Rev.  James  Barnard  Davies,  Alexand(;r  Jones,  Esq. 
And  that  the  above  Committee  do  report  their 
opinion  to  a  Parish  Meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday, 
the  20th  day  of  October  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

October  20, — At  a  Meeting  held  this  day,  present 
— Francis  M'Donnell,  Esq.  ''in  the  chair),  Messrs. 
W.  A.  Williams,  Iltyd  Nicholl,  J.  B.  Davies,  John 
Pyrke,  Francis  Morgan,  James  Blyth,  Evan  Jones, 
Isaac  Williams,  William  Edwards,  John  Wigginton, 
Thomas  Howell,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Committee  presented  to  the  Meeting  the 
following  Reports. 

October  4th,  1825. — At  a  Committee  Meeting  held 
this  day  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  entered  into  at  a 
Parish  Meeting  on  the  29th  of  September,  last, 

The  Committee  having  viewed  certain  parts  of  the 
property  and  considered  the  various  points  left  to 
their  determination,  resolved  to  request  a  piece  of 
gi'oand  in  exchange;  from  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  new  Almshouses  thereon, 
and  that  the  Rev.  James  B.  Davies  should  be 
deputed  to  consult  Mr.  Wyatt  on  the  subject.  Also 
that  Mr  Evan  Jones  should  prepare  an  estimate  of 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  new  Houses  according  to 
a  specification  delivered  to  him,  and  that  the 
Committee  should  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  llfch  inst., 
at  the  King's  Head  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

(Signed)     W.  A.  WILLIAMS,  Chairman. 


October  11th,  1825. — At  a  Committee  Meeting 
held  by  adjournment  this  day.  The  Committee 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Wyatt  on  the  part  of  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  viewed  a  plot  of  ground  near  the  Priory 
porch  which  was  considered  as  very  favorably 
situated    for   erecting    new    Almshouses,    and    Mr. 
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Wyatt  having  offered  to  present  to  the  Committee  as 
luuch  of  the  said  piece  of  ground  as  they  should 
judge  requisite,  the  Committee  determined  on  recom- 
mending the  same  for  the  afore-mentioned  purpose. 

And  the  Committee  recommend  the  sale  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  present  Almshouses  stand 
together  with  the  garden  attached  to  the  same,  and 
the  Committee  consider  that  the  probable  value  of 
the  same  will  be  £400.  They  also  recommend  the 
sale  of  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining  Mr.  James 
Prichard's  field,  and  they  judge  the  value  of  it  to  be 
£65.  Also  a  small  field  by  Pontyclivon  Bridge,  the 
value  of  £60. 

The  Committee  having  considered  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  reduce  the  income  of  the  Parish  as  little 
as  possible,  do  not  recommend  the  sale  of  any  more 
of  the  property,  but  rather  advise  that  a  subscription, 
together  with  a  small  rate,  should  be  raised.  And 
the  Committee  consider  that  the  produce  of  the  afore- 
mentioned property  recommended  to  be  sold  will, 
with  a  small  parish  rate  assisted  by  subscriptions, 
yield  the  sum  of  £700,  which  they  are  of  opinion 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  object  required. 

The  Committee  strongly  recommend  that  the 
thanks  of  the  parish  be  given  to  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort  for  his  liberality  in  so  readily  agreeing  to 
forward  the  object  of  the  parish  in  presenting  them 
with  so  valuable  and  desirable  piece  of  ground,  and 
that  a  I'esolution  to  that  effect  be  entered  on  the 
parish  book.  Signed  for  the  Committee  by 

Wm.  Addams-Willums,  Chairman. 

It  teas  resoiveil  that  the  foregoing  reports 
be  approved  of  and  carried  into  effect. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  for  his  liberality,  and 
that  William  A.  Williams,  Esq.,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  he  requested  to  transmit  the  same  to 
His  Grace. 

That  such  Committee  be  requested  to  advertise 
the  property  intended  to  be  sold  for  sale  by  auction, 
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on  Friday,  the  8th  day  of  November  next,  by  tLe 
circulation  of  hand-bills,  and  that  they  sell  the  same 
without  reserve. 

That  such  Committee  be  authorized  to  procure 
plans  and  specifications  for  new  Almshouses,  and  to 
contract  for  the  building  of  the  same. 

That  the  Committee,  in  making  a  contract  for  the 
sale,  be  at  liberty  to  irupose  upon  the  purchaser  such 
conditions  for  the  pulling  down  of  the  present 
Almshouses,  and  as  to  any  future  buildings  on  or 
near  the  site  as  shall  seem  advisable  to  them  for 
improving  the  appearance  of  the  towK. 

January  12,  1826.— At  a  Meeting  held  at  the 
Vestry  on  the  12th  of  January,  1826,  It  tV€tS 
ortterefi  that  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
be  empowered  to  treat  with  such  persons  as  may  be 
disposed  to  rent  any  part  of  the  poors'  land  belong- 
ing to  the  said  town,  viz.:  The  piece  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  Jolm  Shepard ;  the  piece  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  William  Palnr.er  ;  and  the 
piece  now  iu  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Uavies. 

January  26,  1826.  —  At  a  Parish  Meeting  held 
January  26,  1826,  the  Committee  having  reported 
that  the  field  adjoining  Mr.  James  Prichard's  field 
was  sold  lor  £56,  and  the  field  by  Pantyclivon  was 
sold  for  £80  ;  and  the  Almshouses  were  bought  in 
for  £350,  in  consequence  of  which  thci^e  appeared  to 
be  a  considerable  deficiency  for  the  purpose  required. 
It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting  that 
the  Committee  proceed  to  sell  by  auction  the  said 
Almshouses,  and  the  field  now  rented  by  the  Rev.  J, 
B.  Davies,  adjoining  the  river,  in  the  parish  of  Usk. 
Jt  teas  also  resolved,  that  the  Committee  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  building  of  the  Alms- 
houses, and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  for  effect- 
ing the  same.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  this 
day  at  the  King's  Head,  Chapel  Well  field  was  let 
to  Mr.  James  Phillips  for  the  term  of  three  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  £8,  and  that  the  field  adjoining 
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be  re-let  to  Mr.  John  Shepard  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £8  10s. 

November  25,  182G. — At  a  frenoral  Parish  ^Meeting 
held  this  day,  William  Addams  Williams,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  into  effect 
the  sale  of  the  lands  belonginf^  to  the  parish  and  for 
erecting   new    Almshouses,    instead    of    the    houses 
recently  disposed  of,  attended  the  meeting  and  pro- 
duced an  account  of  the  monies  received  and  paid  by 
him  for  the  use  of  the  said  town,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  : 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  suras  at  which 
the  Old  Almshouses   and   Lands    were    sold  by  the 
Committee,  under  the  direction  of  the  Town,  viz.: — 
A  small  close  of  land,   sold  to  Mr.  Jas.         £ 
Prichai'd  ...  ...  ...       5G 

Ditto  ditto  to  Mr.  M'Donnell       80 

A  close  of  land,  sold  to  Rev.  D.  L.  Morton     300 
Old  Almshouses,  to  Messrs  Jones  &  Morgan     235 


£G71 


The  Committee  having  contracted  with  Messrs. 
Giles  Williams  and  Son  to  erect  the  new  Almshouses 
at  £647,  and  an  additional  sum  of  £15  for  extra  range 
•work  in  front  of  the  street,  the  following  is  a  state- 
ment of  the  account,  viz  ; — 

W.A.Williams  in  account  with  G.  Williams  &  Sons. 
Dr.  £ 

By  amount  of  contract  and  extra  work  6G2 

Cr. 

1826.  £       s   d 

May  1     To  Cash  on  account  54  12     0 

—  31     Ditto    100     0     0 

Julyl     Ditto    150     0     0 

Aug.5     Ditto    142    8    0 

Sept.8     Ditto    100    0    0 

Oct.        Ditto    6  10     0 

Nov.l4  Ditto   108  10    0 

£662    0    0 
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November  14th,  1826. — This  account  was  settled 
and  approved  and  the  balance  of  £108  10s.  Od.  was 
paid  to  Giles  Williams.      (Signed)  Giles  Williams. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  account 
between  Mr.  W.  A.  Williams  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
Usk. 


Dr. 

1826. 


May  1. 


„  31. 
July  1 
Aug.  5, 
Sept.  8, 
Oct. 
Nov.l4 


To  paid  Michael  Davis  for 
advertising  and  sundry 
other  expenses  attending 
the  sale  of  the  almshouses 
and   lands  in   Usk,  as  per 

account  

To     paid     Giles  Williams 
on   account    of   building 

almshouses     

To  cash,  further  account. 
.     To  ditto  ditto 

,     To  ditto  ditto 

,     To  ditto  ditto 

To  ditto  ditto 

.     To  balance  by  contract 


Cr. 

1825. 


1826. 


£ 
Nov.  By  amount  of  purchase- 
money  received  of  Mr.  James 

Prichard     56 

The  like  of  Mr.  M'Dounell  ...     SO 
Feb.    The  like   of   Mr.  Evan 
Jones     and     Mr.     Francis 

Morgan 2.35 

The  like  of  Mr.  Morton   300 

Balance  to  Mr.  Williams. 0 


d. 


9    8     7 


54 

12 

0 

100 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

142 

8 

0 

100 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

108 

10 

0 

£671    8     7 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

7 

£G71     8     7 


It  also  appeared,  from  an  account  produced  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Williams,  that  the  said  Giles  Williams  & 
Sons  had  performed  extra  work  at  tho  said  alms- 
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houses,  in  making  cupboards,  finding  lead  for 
gutters,  putting  up  gates,  sinking  and  walling  a 
well,  &c.,  &c.,  amounting  together  to  £26  10s.  Id  ; 
tho  said  Giles  Williams  &  Sons  had  received  from 
Mr.  Williams  the  sum  of  £15  14s.  lOd.  on  account 
of  the  said  extra  work,  leaving  a  balance  due  to 
them  of  £4  15s.  Id.,  viz.: 

1826.     Db.  £     s.    d. 

Nov.  14.  To  balance  of  accoui.t  settled 
with  Giles  Williams,  as 

above 0     8     7 

To  paid  Giles  Williams  on 
account  of  his  bill  for 
extra  work 15  14  10 

£16  13    5 


1826.      Cr.  £    8.    d. 

Nov.  14.     By      interest     from    Mr. 

M'Donnell  and  Rev.  Mr. 

Morton 4     8     5 

By  subscriptions  received     11   15     0 


£16  13     5 


The  foregoing  accounts  were  therefore  passed,  and 
the  several  vouchers  produced  were  examined  and 
delivered  up  by  Mr.  Williams. 

The  Committee  having  reported  that  the  alms- 
houses were  sold  for  £235,  and  the  field  rented  by 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Davies  had  been  sold  for  £300,  it 
appears  that  there  still  remains  a  deficiency  to 
defray  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  extra  work  done 
and  to  be  done  at  the  said  almshouse?;,  and  preparing 
the    contract,   &c.     It    is,    therefore,    the    unnnimous 

opinion  of  this  meeting  and  hereby  ordered 

that  the  Committee  proceed  to  sell  by  auction  to  the 
highest  bidder  the  field  beyond  Pontyclivon,  in  the 
parish  of  Llangeview,  called  "  The  Brick  Yard 
Field:"  that  the  said  field  be  advertised  for  sale  on 

18 
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Friday,  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  by  the  circulation  of  handbills ;  and 
that  the  same  be  sold  without  reserve. 


In  1883,  Mr.  Clark,  as  Chairman  of  the  Local 
Board,  called  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  state 
of  these  almshouses.  They  were  getting  into 
dilapidation  ;  and  the  sleeping  apartments,  having 
stone  flooring,  were  damp,  and  it  was  an  act  of 
crnehy  to  put  poor  aged  people,  many  of  them 
afflicted  with  rheumatism,  to  inhabit  such  rooms. 
There  are  certain  lands  left  to  the  poor  of  TJsk, 
which  bring  in  nearly  £30  per  annum,  which  has  for 
many  years  been  paid  into  the  general  fund  of  the 
Pontypool  Union,  and  as  it  was  the  desire  of  a 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  that  some  of  this  annual 
income  should  be  expended  in  keeping  the  houses  in 
repair,  and  kept  in  the  bands  of  the  Overseers  and 
Churchwardens,  instead  of  being  paid  into  the  Union, 
for  that  purpose,  especially  as  the  houses  were  built 
from  the  proceeds  ot  the  sale  of  property  belonging 
to  the  poor,  upon  ground  given  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort.  This  may  be  thought  by  some  to 
be  easily  accomplished,  but  the  law  relating  to  the 
poor  has  undergone  great  changes  since  the  a?ms- 
houses  were  built,  and  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
proceeds  of  all  property  belonging  to  paupers  should 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
Union.  There  has  been  snch  a  disposition  shewn  of 
late  by  the  fatherly  Government,  to  take  Charity 
Trusts  in'o  their  own  hands,  and  divert  the  money 
from  the  purposes  intended  by  the  legators,  that  it  is 
rather  surprising  that  persons  should  bequeath 
money  for  charitable  purposes.  However,  some  have 
faith  that  the  money  they  leave  will  be  applied 
according  to  their  wishes,  and  among  that  number 
was  Mrs.  M'Gowau,  who  is  stated  to  have  left  the 
reversion  of  a  large  sum  to  the  poor  of  Usk,  at  the 
death  of  her  nieces.  Mrs.  M'Govvan,  nee  Miss 
Pritchard,  resided  in  the  town  of  Usk  for  the  greater 
part  of  her  life,  and,  until  hei*  marriage,  was  pro- 
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prietress  of  the  Three  Salmon's  Hotel.  She  ever 
entertained  a  kindly  feelins:  towards  the  poor  of  tlio 
town,  among  whom  she  had  bten  associated  from  an 
early  age,  and  at  her  deatli,  in  1878,  bequeathed  her 
property  as  above  stated,  to  twelve  poor  aged  females 
of  Usk,  and  the  disposal  of  it  to  be  vested  in  the 
Vicar  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time  being.  Such 
being  the  case  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  almshouses 
should  be  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair,  and  bo 
available  for  the  reception  of  the  recipients  of  Mrs. 
M'Gowau's  bounty. 

The  Medical  Inspector  to  the  Local  Board,  in 
February,  1885,  in  his  report,  says:  "I  reported  to 
you  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  closets  in  the  alms- 
houses, making  one  of  the  habitations  uidiealthy, 
and  the  defective  supply  of  water,  and  am  sorry  tliat 
these  have  not  been  attended  to  by  the  Local  Board 
or  Board  of  Guardians." 

Again  in  April  the  Medical  Officer  states  in  his 
report :  "  Nothing  having  been  done  for  the  closet 
and  pump  at  the  almshouse,  and  Reece's  house  being 
pollnted  with  gas,  I  advise  his  removal  into  an 
adjoip.ing  house,  now  vacant." 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  stated  that  he  had 
prepared  a  statement  respecting  the  state  of  the 
almshouses.  There  was  an  annual  income  of  from 
£20  to  £30  derived  from  land  at  Llangoven  and 
Usk,  which  had  been  left  to  the  poor,  and  he  was  of 
opinion  that  a  portion  of  that  sum  should  be  applied 
to  the  improvement  of  the  habitations  of  the  poor. 
The  statement  he  had  made  he  purposed  forwarding 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  reply  to  a  letter 
received  from  that  Board  on  the  subject  of  the 
nuisances  not  having  been  abated,  and  a  copy  would 
also  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  Medical  Officer  again 
reported  as  follows :  "  Gentlemen, — T  beg  to  report 
that  the  nuisances  injurious  to  health  before  reported 
to  your  Board  and  the  Board  of  Guardians,  still 
remain  unremedied,  and  are  very  injurious  to  health. 

18» 
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Indeed  there  is  one  case  of  illness  in  the  almshouses 
now  that  would  look  to  have  been  caused  by  breath- 
ing the  bad  air." 

The  following  reply  to  a  communication  was  sent 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  : — 

Gentlemen, — I  have  deferred  replying  to  your  communication, 
respecting  the  report  of  the  Medical  Inspector  to  the  Usk  Local 
Board,  until  I  could  ascertain  what  steps  would  be  taken  by  the 
(juardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Pontypool  Union,  in  removing  the 
closet  nuisance  complained  of  at  the  Poor-houses  at  Usk. 

The  closet  is  undoubtedly  in  a  bad  st;ite  and  as  the  Poor-houses 
contain  rooms  for  six  males  and  six  females,  it  is  desirable  that 
there  should  be  two  closets ;  but  as  the  Guardians  of  the  Union 
have  hitherto  absorbed  in  the  Poor  Rates  the  whole  of  the  rents 
arising  from  lands  belonging  to  the  Poor  of  Usk  parish,  and  have 
refused  to  allow  the  expense  of  cleaning  out  the  closet,  the  Local 
Board  had  no  other  resource  than  to  cleanse  it  on  one  or  two 
occasions. 

As  there  is  a  yearly  revenue  of  nearly  .£30  derived  from  lands 
belonging  to  the  Poor  of  this  parish,  I  think  the  cost  of  remedy- 
ing the  nuisance,  as  well  as  keeping  "the  habitations  in  repair, 
ought  to  bt;  discharged  out  of  the  rents. 

In  1825  the  original  poor  houses  in  Usk  were  in  the  principal 
street,  and  at  that  time  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition.  It  was, 
therefore,  thought  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  ruins  and  build 
new  houses.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  made  a  present  of 
the  land  for  the  purpose  near  the  Church,  and  with  the  amount 
received  from  the  old  building  and  the  sale  of  two  or  three  pieces 
of  land  belonging  to  the  poor,  the  present  houses  were  built. 
Until  the  new  Poor  Law  came  in  force,  the  houses  were  kept  in 
repair  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land,  but  when  the  Guardians  of 
the  Union  became  the  recipienrs  of  the  rents,  the  houses  were 
allowed  to  get  out  of  repair,  and  it  now  becomes  necessary  that  a 
considerable  sum  should  be  expended  in  erecting  closets  and 
repairing  the  habitations. 

These  matters  having  become  urgent,  a  parish  meeting  was 
held  on  the  '22nd  of  this  month,  when  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  passed.     [See  report  of  meeting.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  JAMES  HENRY  CLARK, 

Chairman  of  the  Local  Board, 
To  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whitehall 


It  was  found  that  the  nuisance  could  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  longer  on  the  premises,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  parishioners  was  called,  at  which  the 
following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

At  a  Parish  Meeting,  held  May  22nd,  1885,  in  the  Vestry  of 
Usk  Church,  the  Vicar  in  the  chair,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  J. 
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Shepard.  seconded  by  Mr.  Mundy,  and  passed  unanimously— 
"The  ratepayers  of  Usk  assomhlod  in  Testry  desire  to  make  a 
strong  representation  to  the  Boiini  of  (hmrdians  coiiceriunj?  the 
sanitary  arranyeuients  of  thu  houses  of  tli  j  poor  situated  in  UhIc. 
A  sum  of  about  ^30,  annually  derived  from  land,  devisiid  to  the 
poor  of  LJsk,  would  liave  been  available  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  pump  and  closets  in  repair,  but  this  money  now  falls  into 
the  Poor  Kates.  It  is  hereby  represented  that  the  Guardians 
might  use  some  of  the  money  Kft  for  the  poor  of  Usk  specially 
to  remedy  the  present  disgraceful  state  of  the  closets  attached  to 
the  poor  houses,  which  is  liki  ly,  if  longer  neglectnd,  to  become  a 
source  of  disease.  Mr.  Adoljjhus  Parker,  guiirdian  for  Usk,  is 
requested  to  bring  this  resolution  before  the  Board  of  Gu'irdians." 
The  following  resolution  was  proposed  by  Miss  E.  Carbonell, 
seconded  by  Mr.  VV.  Jones— We,  the  ratepayers  in  vestry 
assembled,  hereby  authorize  the  overseer  to  pay  the  Secretary  of 
the  Local  Board  f2')  of  the  money  devised  to  the  poor  of  Usk 
now  handed  over  to  the  Poor  Law  authorities.  Such  money  to 
be  applied  to  the  re-building  of  the  closets  attached  to  the  poor 
houses  in  Usk  and  other  sanitary  objects  connected  with  them. 

Signed  for  the  meeting, 

STEPHEN  C.  BAKER,  Vicar. 


The  Local  Board  also  sent  the  following  : — 
To  the  Guardians  of  the  Pontypool  Union  and  the  Overseers  of 
the  Parish  of  Usk. 

Take  Notice,  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  the  Local  Board  for  the  district  of  Usk,  being  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for  such  district,  being  satisfied  of 
the  existence  of  a  nuisance  at  the  almshouses  in  Usk,  arising 
from  closets,  so  foul  or  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  and 
injurious  to  health,  do  hereby  require  you  within  21  days  from 
the  service  of  this  notice  to  abate  the  same,  and  for  that  purpose 
to  empty  and  cleanse  such  closets  and  make  good  cesspool 
thereto.  If  you  make  default  complying  with  the  requisitions  of 
this  notice,  or  if  the  said  nuisance,  though  abated,  is  likely  to 
recur,  a  summons  will  be  issued  requiring  your  attendance  to 
answer  a  complaint  which  will  be  made  to  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  enforcing  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  and 
prohibiting  a  recurrence  thereof  and  for  recovering  the  costs 
and  penalties  that  may  be  incurred  thereby. 

Dated  this  3rd  day  of  July,  1885. 

HENRY  A.  ADDIS,  Clerk. 


This  year  the  Medical  Officer  sent  in  the  following 
report : — 

"To  the  Sanitary  Authority.— Gentlemen,— I  beg  to  report 
that  during  the  year  1885,  we  have  had  our  usual  immunity  from 
aymotic  or  epidemic  diseases,  while  iu  some  of  the  towns  m  this 
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County  there  have  been  very  serious  attacks  of  small-pox  and 
scarlet  fever.  I  have  met  with  no  case  nor  heard  of  any  -  uch  in 
the  Usk  Urban  District,  and  on  carefully  looking  over  the 
Registrar's  reports  there  is  no  single  instance  recorded  of  a  death 
from  any  kind  of  fever  whatever.  It  is  true  that  our  population 
is  not  large  or  over -crowded,  but  this  is  a  favourable  contrast  to 
the  state  of  things  that  I  can  remember  in  Usk,  when  the  sewage 
ran  on  the  surface  in  Maryport-street,  and  deaths  were  not 
unusual  then  from  typhus  and  enteric  fevers.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  improved  sanitary  condition  of  our  town,  in 
common  with  others,  has  told  very  decidedly  in  diminishing 
sickness  and  mortality,  and  if  an  epidemic  should  come  it  will  be 
of  a  milder  type  and  less  fatal.  Another  matter  of  moment  is 
water  for  drinking  and  other  purposes,  the  importance  of  which 
the  community  is  becoming  pretty  sharp  on,  recognising, 
its  being  pure  as  of  the  first  moment  to  health.  Hence  I  have 
been  repeatedly  asked  to  examine  and  test  water  from  many 
wells  during  the  year  just  jjassed,  and  have  in  most  instances 
found  the  alarm  to  arise  from  a  temporary  and  not  injurious 
cause,  such  as  the  flushing  of  the  springs  after  a  period  of 
drought,  or  neglect  where  there  is  an  open  well.  In  my  opinion 
all  wells  should  be  closed  and  have  iron  pumps  Formerly  I 
used  to  meet  with  many  cases  of  tainted  water,  unfit  for  use, 
from  pollution,  the  head  of  the  carrying-ofE  drain  being  too 
near  the  well,  but  now  the  stench-trap  is  generally  put  a  couple 
of  yards  distant,  and  safety  assured.  The  people  have  become 
more  careful  in  these  matters,  and  beyond  doubt  this  foresight 
tends  to  a  healthier  life,  which  is  to  all  most  desirable.     .  I 

think  altogether  a  favourable  year  has  been  passed  ;  the  death- 
rate  being  under  14  per  1,000  of  the  population  The  state  of 
almshouses,  as  reported,  still  continues,  excepting  an  improve- 
ment from  the  ventilating  pipe,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  there  is  now 
a  certain  prospect  of  our  remedying  and  abating  the  nuisances 
complained  of  beiore  the  hot  season  returns,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  aid  thereto.  During  the  year  I  have  received  several  times 
instructioTis  (Orders  in  Council)  as  to  cholera,  and  have  made 
periodic  visits  and  inspections  of  cottages  and  blocks  of  premises 
in  Church-street,  Ash-street,  Lower  Mill,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Urban  Sanitary  Dis'rict,  and  given  advice  and  instructions 
where  necessary  ;  and  I  have  also  visited  and  inspected  the  fish- 
mongers, bakers,  and  all  other  places  of  trade  and  business,  but 
found  nothing  deti-imental  to  complain  of  requiring  a  special 
report  to  your  Board.  Herewith  I  beg  to  forward  the  Tables  A 
and  B  of  sickness  and  mortality  for  the  year  1885,  and  remain, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  Shepaed. 
Feb.  2,  1886." 

Notwithsbanding  the  voice  of  the  parish  at 
the  Meetinp^  of  the  Parishioners  given  ou  May  22nd, 
Messrs.  Slade  and  Taylor,  Overseers,  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  resolution,  and  proceeded  to 
erect  two  closets,  connecting  the  same  with  the 
Priory  wall,  and  sinking  a  cesspool  without  any 
connection  with  the  sewers,  despite  the  solicitor's 
pautiou  to  desist  from  the  encroachment. 
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General  Barnard,  the  occupier  c(  tlio  Priory 
Grounds,  findincj  a  great  nuisance  to  arise  from 
tliese  clopets,  which  had  been  built  on  a  portion  of 
the  Priory  wall,  sent  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  tbo 
Local  Board,  making  a  formal  complaint. 

February  19th,  1887.— A  vestry  meetiiiR,  convened  by  tho 
Overseers  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  tho  ques- 
tion of  the  disputed  -w-all  at  tlie  Almshouses,  was  held  in  tho 
Vestry  at  the  Parish  Church,  on  this  day,  when  the  Vicar  (Hev. 
S.  C  Baker)  presided,  and  there  were  also  present— Messrs.  J.  J. 
Edwards  and  E.  H  Smith  (overseers),  O.  Jenkins  (assistant 
overseer),  John  O  Nicholas,  E.  Parry,  Wdliam  Jones,  John 
Davies,  T  J.  Smith,  W.  Taylor,  James  Jones,  John  Mullett, 
James  Paine,  .lames  Trehearne,  James  Nicholas,  Michael 
Sullivan,  E.  Brown,  James  Paine,  junr.,  William  Thomas,  junr., 
William  U  illiams,  James  Williams,  James  Blakemore,  (ieorf^e 
Mundy,  Edgar  Thomas,  J.  Preece,  David  Prothero,  and  David 
Hutchings.  The  Vicar  having  read  the  notice  calling  the  meet, 
ing,  Mr.  E.  H.  Smith,  as  one  of  the  overseers,  said  they  had  met 
that  evening  for  the  consideration  of  the  dispute  respecting  the 
wall  and  closets  at  the  almshouses.  The  closets  wire  erected  by 
their  predecessors,  Messrs.  Taj'lor  and  Slade.  An  objection  was 
made  at  the  time,  but  nothing  further  came  of  it  untd  the 
present  overseers  took  office,  when  they  heard  from  Mr.  Watkins, 
who  asked  them  to  remove  the  nuisance  Subsequently 
they  received  notices  from  the  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
nuisances  to  the  Local  Board,  on  the  3rd  and  9th  August,  18S6, 
respecting  the  buildings  giving  21  d^iys  in  which  to  abate  the 
nuisance,  by  filling  up  the  cess-pit  and  connecting  ihe  closets 
with  the  sewer,  and  stating  th.at  a  summons  would  be  taken  out 
against  them  in  default.  After  having  written  to  General 
Barnard,  an  appointment  to  meet  him  and  Mr.  Watkins  was 
made,  and  the  overseers  offer-id  to  remove  a  piece  of  wall  which 
projected,  and  which  was  the  only  cause  for  complaint  that  they 
could  see,  but  General  Barnard  demanded  that  the  closets  should 
be  removed,  or  he  should  take  steps  to  remove  them.  Mr. 
Watkins  also  said  they  should  wait  no  longer  about  the  matter. 
It  seemed,  however,  they  did  wait,  for  it  was  not  until  the  pre- 
vious week  that  the  work  of  demolition  began.  The  wall  was 
claimed  as  belonging  to  the  Priory,  and  that,  therefore,  the  over- 
seers had  no  right  whatever  to  connect  the  building  with  it. 
After  further  remarks,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  -lohn  Nicholas, 
seconded  by  Mr.  James  Williams,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
appoint  a  sub-committee  to  inquire  into  the  propiietorship  of  the 
wall,  and  that  they  should  i  ave  power  to  examine  all  documents 
beaiing  upon  the  subject  in  the  custody  of  any  one  who  may 
have  them,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  3rd  March. 


March  3rd,  lb87  — The  adjourned  Vestry  meeting  was  held  this 
day  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  progress  made  by  the 
Sub-Committee  appointed  to  obtain  information  respecting  the 
disputed  wall  at  the  Almshouses.    The  Vicar  (Eev.  S.  C.  Baker) 
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was  unable  to  attend,  and  Mr.  James  Jones  was  appointed 
Chairman.  The  parishioners  present  consisted  of  nearly  the 
same  as  at  the  former  meeting.  Mr.  J.  J.  Edwards  said  Mr. 
Verrinder,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort's  agent,  had  been  written  to, 
enquiring  if  he  had  a  register  of  any  land  given  by  the  Duke, 
and  he  had  replied  that  he  had  not.  They  could  bring  forward 
an  old  inhabitant  who  well  remembered  the  almshouses  being 
built,  and  who  was  prepared  to  state  that  the  wall  was  built  at 
the  same  time  and  of  similar  material  as  the  almshouses.  They 
had  been  making  enquiries  and  knew  three  or  four  persons  whom 
they  could  apply  to  for  information,  but  the  time  had  proved  too 
short  to  enable  them  to  obtain  it.  Mr.  J.  0.  Nicholas  considered 
it  possible  to  obtain  more  evidence  of  that  nature,  and  suggested 
the  further  adjournment  of  the  meeting  for  a  fortnight  io  enable 
those  persons  to  be  communicated  with.  Mr.  John  Davies  said  if 
they  could  get  some  of  the  papers  of  the  'Squire  of  Llangibby 
Castle  they  would  probably  have  all  the  information  respecting  how 
«nd  when  the  wall  was  built.  Mr.  W.  Jones  remarked  that  those 
who  remembered  the  old  'Squire  knew  him  to  be  too  shrewd  and 
business-like  to  go  and  build  upon  other  people's  walls.  After 
further  discussion  it  was  nnanimously  resolved,  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  W.  Thomas,  junr  ,  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Davies  to  call  a 
vestry  meeting  on  the  following  Thursday,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  advisability  of  the  overseers  employing  a  solicitor  to  act 
for  them  in  the  matter. 


March  10th,  1887. — A  vestry  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  desirability  of  employing  a  solicitor  to  take  up  the 
case,  on  behalf  of  the  parish,  respecting  the  property  dispute  and 
other  matters  in  connection  with  the  almshouses,  was  held  this  day. 
Mr.  E  H.  Smith  said  the  only  matter  which  the  overseers  had  to 
state  was  that,  as  they  were  all  aware,  the  old  'Squire  of  Llangibby 
had  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  almshouses  at  the  time  of 
their  erection,  and  they  thought  the  present  'Squire  might  have 
some  papers  bearing  upon  the  subject,  therefore  they  had  written 
to  him  concerning  it,  but  had  received  no  answer.  Mr.  William 
Jones  subsequently  proposed  :  "That  this  meeting  authorise  the 
overseers  for  the  time  being  of  the  parish  of  Usk  to  consult  a 
solicitor  respecting  the  disputed  ownership  of  the  wall  between  the 
Priory  and  the  almshouses."  Mr.  Jdhn  Uavies  secnndeii  this,  and 
it  was  carried  unanimously.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to 
Thursday  next,  when  the  overseers  will  report  the  result  of  the 
interyiew  with  a  solicitor,  the  selection  being  left  to  them. 


March  17th,  1887. — The  meeting  adjourned  from  last  week  was 
held  this  day  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report  of  the  over- 
seers respecting  the  interview  with  a  solicitor  with  regard  to  the 
almshouse  dis|iute.  Mr.  J.  J.  Edwards  reported  thit  the  overseers 
had  been  in  communication  with  a  respectable  firm  of  solicitors 
res[iecting  the  wall,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  theirs  was 
decidedly  a  good  case,  there  being  three  courses  which  might  be 
adopted,  each  of  which  would  be  successful.  It  was  siigceste'l  that 
the  owners  of  the  Priory  property  should  be  wiitten  to  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  before  any  legal  steps  were  taken.  Alter  considerable 
discussion,  Mr.  W.  Thomas,  junr.,  proposed  :  "  That  the  oreraeers 
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be  authorised  by  this  nioetinpr  to  conimunifrxfo   witli  tho  owners. 
On  the  following  Thurs.l.-iy  J.  . I.  Ivlwarls  iinM  .John   Davifii  wrro 
noniinatecl  ovorsoers  at  tlio  vi'stry  and  allorwarls  appointfil, 

XJSK     CIIA.KITIKS. 

On  July  11,  1S'^7,  a  Mofltins  took  place   in  compliance   with  a 
re<)ui3itioii  from  a  number  of   ratfpayiTs   to  tlin   nvers«ers,    •'  In 
orjer  to  make  regulations  or  ascertain   any  oxiHting   rezulationH, 
from  custom  or  otherwise,  for  insurinjr  tlie  proper  comfort    con- 
duct, and  quiet  of  tho  imnates,  who  aro,  or  sliall  he,  duly  elected 
to  the  poor  house,  commonly  called  AlnDshouscs,  in  the  pariHli  of 
Usk,  and  to  take  stops  for  cirryinc^  out  th«  saino  and   socuria);  the 
future  welfare  and  supervision  of  the  inmates."— The   \'icar  (the 
Kev.  S.  C.  Baker),  who  presided,  said  it  was  well  known  to  mont  of 
them  that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  tioublo  and  di!«)uiet  at  the 
almshouses  in  consei|uence  of  some  youn?  fellows  going  in  there 
intoxicated  and  making  a  disturbance      They  had  mot  together, 
therefore,  to  make  regulations  with  respect  to  the  matter,    as  much 
dis(iuiet  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  inmates  hirini? 
had  her  two  sons  with  her,   and   another   inmate   had   a   dausihter, 
without  any  special  permission   having  been  given   them  for  the 
purpose.      Xo   other  persons  had  a  right  to  live  there  but  those 
elected  by  the  vestry,    and  those   whom  it  was  considered  ri^ht   to 
let  live  with  them. — Mr.  John  Davies,  overseer,   said  there  were  13 
persons  elected  to  the  12  houses,  and  there  were  23  occupyinij  them. 
After  the  names  of  the  elected  inmates  had  been  read  over,Mr.W.f'. 
Carbonell  said  the  first  thing   for  them  to  no  would  be  to  put  down 
tho  names  of  those   really  entitled  to  live  in  the  almshouses.     He 
moved  the  following   resolution  :     "  That  the  following  list  of  duly 
elected  inmates  now  by  permission  of   the  vestry    resident   in  the 
almshouses  at  Uak,  with   tlie  dates  of  their  several   elections   he 
placed  in  the  minutes: — 1,  Ann    Bayton,    elected  July  5,  lStj7 — 
2,  Elizabeth  Evans.  March  22. 1877— 3,Teniperance  Howell, June  22, 
1882— 4,  Thomas  Phillips.  Oct.  5, 1882—5,  Eliza  Jones  iMarch  1,  1S83 
-6,  Ann  Dibhins,  Nov.  29,  1883-7,  Marg.  Grilliths,  Feb.  14,  1884 
—8.  Leonar  1  Rees,  May  29, 1884-9,  Mary  A.  Robert";,  Julv  24  1884 
—lO.John  Mason,  Ocr.  14,  1886- ll.E.lwd.Wiletts,  Nov.2r..  188t3." 
Mr.  Carbonell  added  that  if  no  regulations   bad   before  existe"!   ik 
was  quite  time  that  the  houses  should  be   ret^ulated  now.— Mr  A. 
Parker,  poor-law  guardian,  seconded. — Mr.  Parry  objected,  on  the 
ground    that   the  overseers   should   have  had  the   complaint  lai<l 
before  them  as  overseers,  instead  of  the  matter  being  brought  for- 
ward   hy  outsiders,  and    'cut  and  dried  "   statements   prfsented. 
The  Vicar  asked  if  he  was  on  outsider  !  and  explaineil  that  the  reso- 
lution was  simply  for  the  purpose  of   having  the  names  of  the 
inmates  of  the  almshouse  concisely  before  them  instead  of  having 
to  go  through  the  minu>e  book  for  20  years  to  find  them.— A  warm 
discussion  followed— Mr.  Uavies  said  "  It  was  ordy  a  lot  of  tattle, 
and  if  there  were  no  receivers  of  tattle  there  would  be  no  tattlers." 
—.Mr.  Edwards   s;iid  no  complaints  had  been   received  from  the  in- 
mates     If  they  had  come  to  the  overseers,  they  would  have  got  a 
policeman  an  i   turm-d  out  tho  unruly  ones;    he  objected  to  the 
resolution,  as  it  wnuld  exclude  those  from  the  almshouses  who  had 
permission  to  live  the-e,  but  the  permission  had  not  been  put  on  the 
minute  book.     The  proi)Osition  was  nei,'atived  by  1.")  to  14  votes. 

A  written  complaint  respecting  the  disturbances,  signed  by  seve- 
ral ratepayers,  was  theu  handed  to  tbe  overseer?. 
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THE     USK    CHARITIES. 


A  Charity  Commission  Inspector  at  Usk. 


On  "Wednesday  morning,  July  25.  1888,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
William  Good,  Esq,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  (Jharity 
Commissioners,  held  a  public  enquiry  at  the  Three  Salmon's 
Hotel,  Usk,  relative  to  the  endowed  charities  subsisting  in 
the  parish  ;  and  into  the  foundations,  endowments,  and 
objects  of  such  charities  respectively;  and  their  present 
circumstances  and  condition  ;  and  whether  any,  and  what 
improvements,  can  be  made  in  their  management  or  appli- 
cation ;    and    to    receive   evidence  concerning   the   same. 

The  following  were  the  parishioners  and  persons  inter- 
ested, present:— The  Revs.  S.  C.  Baker  (vicar),  W.  Jones 
(curatej,  W.  Price  (vicar  of  Llan^wm  and  VVarthacwm) » 
Major  Lane,  Messrs.  A,  J.  Shepard,  Thomas  Watkins, 
James  Henry  Clark,  E.  Waddington,  James  Parker,  Sidney 
A.  Hiley,  James  Jones,  S.  Smith,  D.  Lawrence,  C.  11.  Voyce, 
F.  G.  Harris,  J.  H.  Priestley,  J.  T.  Cherry.  W,  Billingham, 
James  Davies,  G.  Edmunds, W.  Davies  (Woodbine), W.  Nixon, 
George  Mundy,  D.  Daw,  W.  Morgan,  W.  H.  Slade,  T.  Rees, 
Oliver  Jenkins,  E.  H.  Smith,  John  Davies  (Uastle-street), 
W.  Jones  (shoemaker)  J.  J.  Edwards,  T.  J.  Smith,  J.  Paine, 
F.  Jennings,  J.  0.  Nicholas,  and  J.  IMullett;  Deaconess 
Eleanor,  Mrs  Dunn,  and  Mrs  Phillips. 

THB    USK    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL    FOUNDATION. 

This  Branch  of  Roger  Edwards'  Charity  was  first  inquired 
into.  The  followinpr  Governors  wrre  present: — Rev  S.  C. 
Baker,  Messrs.  T.  Watkins,  (Chairman);  J.  IL  Clark,  (Vice- 
Chairman)  ;  A.  J.  Shepard,  S.  A.  Hiley,  James  Jones,  Sidney 
Smith,  and   H,  C.  GrlfQn. 

After  going  through  the  scheme  in  connection  with  the 
Grammar  School  Branch,  the  Inspector  asked  if  the  Gover- 
nors had  carried  out  their  duties  strictly  in  accordance  with 
that  scheme,  and  he  was   answered  in  the   affirmative. 

In  reply  to  the  Inspector,  Mr  Watkins  said  the  doles 
mentioned  in  the  scheme,  were  continued  to  the  recipients 
who  were  recipients  at  the  time  of  the  scheme  ;  as  they  died 
out,  the  money  reverted  to  the  Charity.  They  were  looked 
upon  as  annuitaats.    The  amount  payable  how  was  .£21. 


THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  FOUNDATION.  147 

Mr  F.  G.  Harris  (clerk  to  the  Charity)  remarked  that  the 
doles  were  paid  in  two  instalments— at  Midsummer  and 
Christmas. 

Mr  James  Jones  thought  one  of  the  recipients— Ann  Morgan 
—  was  disqualified  by  not  living  in  the  town,  but 

The  Inspector  pointed  out  that  the  scheme  provided  that 
the  doles  should  be  paid  to  "Suchpeisons  as  are  legal 
subjects  of  charity  icho  are  receiving  ilic  same." 

VVith  regard  to  the  three-tenths  of  the  income  of  the 
Charity,  which  had  been  given  in  aid  of  the  National  School. 
Mr  Hiley,  a  Governor,  said  it  occurred  to  him  that  the 
money  would  be  more  properly  applied  to  tlio  Grammar 
School,  which  was  short  of  tunds  at  the  present  time,  to 
provide  a  second  master. 

The  Inspector  pointed  out  that  if  the  scheme  directed  that 
one  thing  should  be  done  with  the  money,  it  must  not  be 
put  to  other  uses.  The  scheme  read  that  the  Trustees  should 
divide  it  into  ten  equal  parts,  and  that  one  of  such  parts 
should  be  applied  for  the  support  of  a  school,  or  schools, 
for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  labouring  and  in- 
dustrial population  of  Usk ;  and  that  they  should  be  at 
liberty  to  continue  the  gifts  of  money  doles  to  such  poor 
persons  then  receiving  the  same  to  the  extent  of  other  two 
parts,  after  the  decease  of  whom  it  should  be  applied  by  the 
Trustees,  at  their  discretion,  to  other  charitable  purposes.  It 
was  true  that  the  Trustees  at  their  discretion  could  do  as  Mr. 
Hiley  wished,  but  it  would  be  a  hard  thing  to  cut  ofi  those 
annuities. 

Mr  Watkins,  a  trustee,  said  that  Mr  Ililey's  opinion  was 
not    that    of    the     Governors     in    general. 

Mr  Hiley  contended  that  there  was  a  mis-appropriation  of 
the  funds,  and  would  be  more  properly  applied  in  furthcrmg 
the  Grammar  School,  which  was  a  memorial  of  Roger 
Edwards'  charity  to  Ijsk.  He  thought  it  had  a  distinct 
claim  before  any  other  school. 

In  reply  to  the  Inspector,  Mr  Hiley  said  that  el-nientary 
schools  should  be  supported  by  rates  or  otherwise.  If  the 
school  was  ordered  to  be  supported  by  rates,  and  Charity 
money  was  applied  to  the  school,  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the 
ratepayers ;  and  under  such  circumstances,  it  was  a  relief 
to  the  rich,  and  not  to  the  poor.  He  would  respect  the 
wishes  of  the  donor  if  he  intended  that  a  portion  of  the 
charity  should  be  applied  to  go  towards  making  a  provision 
for  elementary  education.  He  should  contend  that  they 
would  be  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  Roger  Edwards'  will 
by  establishing  exhibitions  to  children  at  that  school,  to 
enable  them  to  gain  a  superior  education  free,  by  drafting 
them  to  the  Grammar  School  after  finishing  at  the  National 
School. 

The  Vicar  expressed  himself  as  being  a  great  friend  and 
supporter  of  the  Grammar  School,  but  &till  he  was  exceed- 
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ingly  anxious  the  funds  of  the  elementary  school  should  not 
be  unnecessarily  diminished.     (Applause). 

With  regard  to  the  iucome  of  the  Head  Master  of  the 
Grammar  ISchool,  it  was  stated  that  the  minimum  capita- 
tion grant  of  £2  a  year  for  each  boy  was  allowed  him. 

The  Inspector  said  the  maximum  amount  (£4)  was  gene- 
rally paid,  but  it  was  remarked  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  the  neighbourhood,  it  was  found  not  to  be  advisa- 
ble to  fix  that  amount. 

After  the  list  of  the  Trustees  was  read,  Mr  E.  11.  Smith 
asked  if  a  Governor  appointed  by  the  Local  Board  would 
vacate  that  position  on  being  no  longer  a  member  of  that 
Board  ?        Mr  Watkins  said  he  would  not. 

Mr  Watkins  said  the  last  cuttiasr  of  timber  to  realise, 
took  place  in  1879  and  1880.  He  believed  all  the  farms 
of  the  Charity  were  in   good  condition. 

It  was  also  stated  that  they  were  all  properly  let  and  kept 
in  tenantable  order.  They  were  let  by  tender.  The  build- 
inps  were  repaired  up  to  the  present  requirements.  Were  the 
income  larger,  a  greater  amount  could  be  laid  out  on  the 
buildings.  There  were  no  encroachments  upon  the  woods,  and 
the  tenants  had  the  privilege  of  the  game  to  be  found  upon 
them  (which  was  not  much)  as  well  as  the  fishing  rights.Tbere 
was  about  half  a  mile  of  water,  and  it  had  been  previously 
let  for  £2,  but  it  had  since  been  let  by  tender  for  £5  5s.  for 
the  tenant. 

The  Inspector  asked  if  the  Governors  ought  not  to  make 
the  tenant  pay  more  rent  in  consequence  of  these  jirivileges, 
but  Mr  Watkins  stated  that  they  were  making  an  abatement 
of  £10  per  annum  to  the  tenant  up  1o  the  time  he  received 
tbem. 

The  Inspector :  You  have  extorted  as  much  as  you  can 
out  of  him,  then  ?     (Laughter.) 

Mr   Watkins  :    He  thinks  we  have  extorted  too  much. 

The  Grammar  School  premises  were  in  a  satisfactory 
state  as  far  as  the  Governors  knew. 

The  Inspector  thought  they  were  in  tenantable  order,  but 
he  did  not  tiiink  the  master ~I\Ir.  Priestley — would  object  to 
a  little  more  paint.  As  to  that,  however,  they  must  be  as 
liberal  as    they  could  afford  to  be. 

The  ai:C"iniu()rlation,  it  was  stated,  was  made  for  25  pupils. 

The  number  ot  boys  at  present  on  the  register  was  28, 
whose  aizes  ranged  from  ten  to  sixteen  years,  and  who  paid 
£1  per  term.     There  were  two  boarders  from  Abersychan. 

Dr  Lawrence  said  he  wished  to  ask  a  question  for  his  own 
information.  The  Inspector  had  said  that  the  school  fees 
to  be  paid  were  from  £3  to  £6,  and  the  capitation  grant 
from  £2  to  £i.  Was  it  in  the  power  of  the  Governors  to 
increase  that  amounts' 

The    Inspector  stated  that  it    was   iu  the  power  of  the 
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Governors  to  allow  the  Master  from  £2  to  £4  per  l)oy,  but 
he  only  received  £2. 

Dr  Lawrence  asked  why  the  amount  was  not  incmased. 
It  would  be  a  vast  improveiuent  if  the  Master  were  bettor 
paid,  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  faults  lor  the  luaslor 
not  to  be   suHicieiitly  ])aid. 

The  Inspector  said  he  thought  they  had  sufiicient 
knowledge  of  the  Charity  to  understand  that  the  (iovernors 
could  not  aflord  to  increase  the  capitation  grant.  They 
would  be  *ery  glad,  no  doubt,  and  it  was  their  wjch,  to 
improve  the  position  of  the  Master  in  every  possible  way, 
and  to  render  the  scliO(>l  as  attractive  as  jjussible,  to  benelil 
the  whole  town  ;  and  if  people  would  come  forward,  and 
augment  the  funds  of  the  Charity,  that  would  be  the  way 
of  improving  it.  He  was  afraid  otherwise  the  increase  could 
not  be  made,  for  in  these  times  of  agricultural  dejjression 
there  would  be  a  less  amount  for  the  (iovernors  to  control 
in  the  future  than  in  the  past.  They  must  endeavour  to  im- 
prove the  endowments  of  the  School,  and  it  depended 
upon  their  own  local  ingenuity  and  exertions, 

Mr  James  Jones  said  if  the  fees  were  raised,  the  school 
would  decrease. 

Mr  Clark  also  stated  that  it  was  best  for  the  minimum 
foe  to  be  paid  as  it  had  been  proved  thereby  more  beneficial 
to   the   town    and   neighbourhood. 

In  concluding  the  enquiry  on  this  portion  of  the  Charity, 
the  Inspector  remarked  that  the  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School  was  exerting  himself  to  the  utmost  to  improve  the 
School,  and  had  increased  the  number  of  scholars  from  7  to 
28,  which  was  very  good,  considering  that  ho  had  only 
occupied  the  position  for  two  years. 

It  was  generally  considered  that  this  state  ofaflairswas 
very  satisfactory. 


THE    COUNTRY  BRANCH— COKDCWNNWR    ALMSHOUSES. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Almshouse  and  Trelay  Branches 
of  Roger  Edwards'  Charity,  present  were  : — Kev.  Stephen 
Cattley  Baker  (Chairman),  Mr.  Thomas  Watkins  (Vice- 
Chairman),  Rev  W.  Price,  Messrs.  James  Henry  Clark, 
James  Parker,  Evelyn  ^Yaddington,  and  Major  Bowyer-Lane. 

Jn  considering  this  part  of  Roger  Edwards'  Charity,  it  was  stated 
that  there  was  a  vacancy  at  the  Coedcwnnwr  AlmshouBe,  which, 
in   consequence  of   insufficiency  of  funds  could  not  be  filleJ. 

Mr  Harris  stated  that  there  were  eleven  inmates  at  the  present 
time,  ten  of  whom  were  in  receipt  of  alms,  and  one  M^ho  was 
allowed  to  ocenpy  an  empty  honse  but  received  no  alms. 

The  Inspector  pointed  out  that  the  scheme  provided  for  the 
filling  np  of  vacancies  "  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be."  a  notice 
of  the  vacancy  being  published  before  the  expiration  of  one 
calendar     month   from    the  vacancy. 
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Mr  Watkins  said  they  had  no  funds  with  which  to  bo  able  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy. 

The  Inspecter  supposed  what  they  mount  to  say  was  that  it 
was  not  "  convenient "  for  them  to  fill  it,  but  that  they 
would  do  so  when  the  convenient  time  had  arrived. 

It  was  remarked  that  that  was  so. 

The  Inspector  stated  that  Mr  Clark  very  kindly  conducted  him 
t  J  Coedcwnnwr  on  the  previous  day,  and  toerether  they  examined  the 
premises.  The  root  was  defective,  the  walls  were  defective, 
the  pump  was  defective,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  were 
unsatisfactory.  There  was  ro  complaint  of  the  water.  The  plas- 
tering and  stone  work  over  the  back  house  was  gone  altogether, 
the  wall  of  the  stable  was  cracked,  and  the  Matron  thought  it 
was  in  a  dangerous  condition,  but  they  thought  it  was  quite  safe. 
A  railing  was  wanted  to  protect  a  window  from  the  cattle. 

Mr  Clark  remarked  that  the  complaints  appeared  formidable, 
but     in      reality     all     could     be  remedied  for  about  30s. 

The  Inspector  said  he  would  just  draw  their  attention  to  them, 
BO  that  they  might  be  remedied  at  the  first  convenient  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr  Harris  stated  that  with  respect  to  the  sanitarv  arrangements, 
sanitary  pipes  had  been  laid  down  in  the  place  of  old  ones  recently. 

The  Inspector  replied  that  there  were  not  enough  of  them  laid 
down. 

The  Inspector  said  there  was  a  chaplain,  medical  ofiicer,  and 
matron  to  keep  the  inmates  of  the  almshouse  in  order  :  they  ought 
to  be  in  an  admirable  state. 

The  medical  officer  (Mr  A.  J.  Phepard),  said  he  had  pointed  out 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  almshouses  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  water  from  the  pump  was  contaminated,  but  there  was  no  need 
for  the  occupants  to  use  it,  as  there  was  now  a  good  supply  from 
another  source.  It  would  be  a  good  plan  to  do  away  with  the 
pumps  altogether. 

The  Inspector  asked  if  he  thought  the  condition  of  the  houses 
was  good  enongh.  He  supposed  it  was  good  enough  for  Llangwm, 
but  would  Ur  Shepard  build  a  modem  almshouse  in  that  way, 
without  proper  day  and  night  accommodation  ?  Could  not  the 
present  state  of  things  be  improved  ?  They  might  keep  a  room 
vacant  a  little  longer  so  as  to  make  the  houses  more  suitable  with 
the  money  saved.  They  ought  to  be  tit  for  human  beings  to 
live  in,  for  that  was  what  the  occupants  were.  However,  the 
attention  of  the  Trustees  having  been  drawn  to  these  matters, 
he  hoped  they  would  be  remedied.  The  ages  of  the  occupants 
of  the  almshouses  ranged  from  70  to  86  years  :  whatever  the 
sanitary  arrangements  were,  it  did  not  seem  to  interfere  with  their 
vitality. 

Mr  8hepard  stated  that  as  Medical  Officer,  he  visited  the  alms- 
houses occasionally,  and  also  when  sent  for.  He  gave  the  inmates 
not  only  advice,   but  supplied   medicine  and  drugs. 

It  was  stated  that  no  regular  visiting  committee  was  in  exis- 
tence, but  the  Rev  S.  C.  Baker  thought  it  would  bo  desirable  to 
have  one. 

From  the  report  of  an  enquiry  held  in  1861,  respecting  the 
Charity,  tho  Inspector  stated  that  a  dreadful  state  of  affairs 
seemed  then  to  have  been  in  exibtence.  They  had  been  put  a 
Btop  to,  he  presumed. 
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The  Vicnr  hBviiifj  pprnsfil  thn  report,  Btatcd  that  there  waa 
Dotbins:  of  that  kind  oxistiiic  now. 

Keferrinp  to  the  property  of  this  branch  of  the  Charity,  the 
Inspector  said,  with  Mr  Claik,  he,  on  the  preTions  day,  paid  n 
visit  to  the  largest  farm— that  of  Alty-billa.  Llaneoview— and 
they  thought  the  buildiiij;  was  in  a  very  bad  state.  It  occurred  to 
Mr  Clark  that  they  might  very  jtroperly  pull  down  a  portion  of 
it,  because  the  tenant  did  not  want  the  whole  of  ii,  to  repair  the 
other  part. 

The  Inspector,  however,  remarked  that  they  must  take  into 
consideration  their  financial  posiiiou. 

Mr  Harris  said  the  tenant  seemed  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
repairs. 

'J  he  Inspector  asked  Mr  Claik  if  that  seemed  to  be  the  case  on 
the  previous  day,  and  he  was  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr  Clark  said  there  were  some  sheds  which  the  tenant  never  nsed, 
and  he  thousht  by  pnllin?  them  down,  they  conld,  with  the 
materials,  repair  the  other  parts.  There  were  large  holes  in  the 
floors  of  the  buildicg  in  several  place<!. 

The  Inspector  remarked  on  the  oak  winding  steps  in  the  centre 
of  the  building,  and  observed  that  Mr  Claik.  their  local  historian, 
had  omitted  to  mention  in  his  history  of  the  place,  thoee  old 
relics  of  a  decaying  mansion  of  30'J  years  ago.  The  steps  were 
apparently  in  as  perfect  order  to-day,  as  when  first  placed  there 
3oO  years  .iso. 

Mr  Watkius  remarked  that  that  was  the  residence  of  Roger 
Edwards. 

The  Rev  S.  C.  Baker  stated  that  they  required  a  little  variation 
in  the  scherap  with  regard  to  the  number  to  form  a  quorum.  The 
number  of  Trustees  had  been  diminished  from  14  t<>  10.  but  the 
qaorum  remained  with  the  original  number  of  5.  He  suggested 
that  this  should  be  reduced  to  three,  as  there  had  fre(inently  been 
no  meetings  held  when  convened,  in  consequence  of  their  beicg 
unable  to  form  a  quornir. 

^  o  objection  was  raised  to  this  suggestion,  and  the  Inspector 
promised  to  report  it. 

T  he  accounts  of  the  Almshouse  Branch  for  the  past  year  were 
then  considered. 

The  Inspector  stated  that  the  law  required  that  a  copy  of  the 
accounts  should  be  laid  before  the  Churchwardens  to  be  laid 
before  the  vestry,  entered  in  the  minute  book,  and  tj  be  open 
for  inspection. 

It  appeared  that  this  had  not  been  done  in  the  past,  but  it  was 
remarked  that  the  accounts  cou.d  have  been  seen  had  any  one 
wished  to  inspect  them. 


THE  USK  ALMSHOUSES. 
The  Inspector  read  the  report  of  the  former  Commis- 
sioner's enquiry  about  50  or  tiO  years  ago.  There  were  at 
that  time,  till  IS.'G,  twelve  small  tenements  in  Uritlge-street, 
which  were  occupied  by  persons  living  rent  free,  the  re- 
venue of  the  Charity  coming  from  certain  lands  in  various 
parishes    in  the  neighbourhoodj  but  it   was   not    kuowu 
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how  the  Charity  originntecl.  In  1S26  the  present  alms- 
houses at  Usk  were  built  with  theproceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  tenements  in  Bridge-street. 

The  Inspector  asked  who  had  the  control  of  the  alms- 
houses, to  whom  did  they  belong,  and  what  was  the  govern- 
ing or  managing  body  ?  The  land  for  the  houses  was  given 
by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  in  1826.  Was  there  any  con- 
veyance   of    the   land  ? 

It  was  stated  that  no  one  knew  of  any  conveyance, 
Mr  J.  J.  Edwards,  late  overseer,  had  written  respecting  it, 
but  nothing  satisfactory  had  been  elicited. 

Mr  Edwards  was  only  aware  of  the  fact  that,  by  the  parish 
books,  there  was  a  gift. 

The  Inspector  said  that  was  merely  a  record  of  the  Duke's 
gift.  It  was  a  bona  fide  gift,  he  piesumed,  and  no  one 
thought  of  disturbing  it.  There  was  a  title  to  it  by  posses- 
sion now. 

Mr  James  Jones  remembererl  that  some  years  ago,  when  some 
claim  was  made  to  be  able  to  sell  the  almshouses,  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort said  he  gave  the  land  and  it  could  not  be  sold. 

The    Inspector  :    This  land  was  given  by  the  Duke.    Who  to  ? 

Mr  James   Jones:    I    think   to  thn  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  he  (Mr  Jones)  did  not  know,  he 
only  thought  so,  and  he  cousidereil  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
vest  it  in  the  Official   Trustees  of  Charity  Funds. 

Mr  Clark  said  the  land  was  given  to  a  committee  of  which  Mr 
William  Addams-Williaras  was  chairman  and  treasurer. 

The  Inspector  said  the  legal  estate  was  somewhere,  and  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  be  vested  in  some  one,  and  this  could 
he  done  without  any,  or  at  an  inappreciable,  expense,  and  a  local 
body  should  take  it  as  a  governing  body.  In  fact,  the  whole  of 
the  Charity  should  be  properly   looked  after. 

Mr    Watkins    remarked    that  he   was  of    the    same  opinion. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  stated  that  the  Almshouses  were  occupied 
by  12  members  elected,  but  there  were  several  who  had  not 
been  elected. 

A  paper  with  the  names  and  dates  of  the  election  of  the  occu. 
pants  was  produced  by  Deaconess  Eleanor  and  handed  to  the 
Inspector. 

The  Deaconess  said  that  with  Elizabeth  Evans,  one  of  the  in- 
mates, was  residing  a  grand  daughter. 

The  Vicar  said  the  grand  daughter  was  there  in  the  place  of 
the  daughter  who  had  been  allowed  by  the  Vestry. 

The  Deaconess  said  she  had  not  been  elected  however. 
There  was  only  one  small  bedroom  about  Sft.  square.  In  the 
regulations  for  inmates  it  was  provided  that  no  one  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  Almshouse  but  the  elected  of  the  rate- 
payers in  Vestry  assembled. 

After  some  further  diseussinn  as  to  the  rules,  the  Inspector 
said  by  custom  and  usage  the  parish  officials  had  had  the  ruling 
of  the  charity,  and  the  parishioneis  had  thought  fit  to  lay  down 
certain  regul.itions — very  likely  the  wisest  course  they  could  have 
adopted — but  still  they  were  not  authoritative.  Those  things  were 
doue  by  sull'«;ranco.    It  was  a  very  bad  system,   and    the  sooner 
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put  a  stop  to  tho  bottor.     Ami  perliaps  it  woulil  bo  bottfir  to  aJopt 
tho  scheme  sent  to  tho  Cominissioneis  by  tho  l.ito  OforsL-urs. 

TLa  3i;coihI  porson  in  tho  Alinshouso  haviiifj  otborg  with  lier 
wag  Mary  Ann  Morgan,  who  ha.l  her  .laus-htor  iukI  Kniml-cliild. 

In  reply  to  a  (vio-;tion  it  was  .stilc-a  that  tho  rooms  at  tho  Alms, 
houses  woro  about  Oft.  by  Sft. 

Tlio  Inspector  asked  how  it  was  tho  Vostry  allowed  three  per- 
sons to   live  to^olher  in  tho  Almsliouse  like  that. 

It  was  replied  that  there  seeiuod  to  have  boeu  no  power  on 
the    part    of  the  Vestry   to    enforce  their  regulations. 

Tho   Inspector  said  they  assumed  authority  to  put  the  inmates 
into  the  house,  why  could  they  not  have  power  to  turn  thorn  out ! 
Eliza  Jones,  an  inmato,  bad  a  corapuniou  namod  Ksther  RohiTts, 
who   went   into  the  Almshouse   with    hrr,  and   continued   to  livo 
with  her.     This  had  not  been  by  the  Vestry's  direction. 

The  Vicar  said  Eliza  Jones  was  helpless,  and  reijiiirod  a  compa- 
nion. 

The  Inspector :  There  is  no  objection  to  that  if  they  can 
S(jueeze  in  ( 

The  Deaconess  said  of  course  the  Almshouse  was  over-crowded, 
and  that  it  was  not  right. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  also  complained  that  Margaret  flritliths, 
an  inmate  had  occasionally  her  two  sons  in  the  Almshouse  with 
her.  They  had  taken  a  house,  now,  however,  in  Old  Market 
street,  but  still  they  were  living  in  the  alms-house  and  stopped 
there  at  night. 

Mr  James  Davies  also  said  the  men  wore  at  the  Almshouse 
at  all  hours  of  the   day. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  believed  the  men  had  rented  a  house  as 
stated,  but  George  Giiftitbs  had  slept  at  tho  Alnishou.se  during 
the  last  fortmt;ht,  and  last  week  he  was  tuined  off  the  premises 
in  a  state  of  drunkeness  by  a  policeman. 

Mr  T.  Rees,  in  answer  to  the  lu-pector,  stated  that  he  was 
the  agent  for  the  house  taken  by  George  GritHths,  and  he 
knew  the  other  brother  had  been  living  at  tho  same  house. 
They  were  both  of  them  labouring  nieu. 

The  Inspector  :  They  were  both  addicted  to  intemperate  habits. 

I  won't  say  di  unkards,  but  were  they  '  (Laughter,  and  a  voice.  Yes). 

Deaconess  Eleanor  said  Mary  Ann  Robei  ts  took  with  her  into  the 

Almshouse  her  son   John,  a  boy  then   of   about  1-  years  of  age 

and  now  of  about  17.     She  had  since  had  her  daughter  with  her. 

In  reply  to  the  Inspector,  the  Deaconess  said  there  was  a  great 
objection  in  this  case,  but  she  must  say  that  the  daughter  had 
conducted  herself  more  properly  lately. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  also  said  there  were  complaints  by  the 
inmates  of  bul  language  used  in  the  Almshouse,  especially  ia 
the  hou'ie   Margaret   Grillitbs  lived  in. 

The  Inspector  said  it  was  reported  that  one  woman  received 
vis'ts  from  a  niau  wlio  used  to  reside  at  her  house,  and  who 
held  conversation  togetlier  and  occasionally  used  very  bad 
language,     which  was  objected  to  by  tho  neighbours. 

Deacouess  Eleanor  said  the  inmates  were  visited  by  district 
visitors  and  by  the  Vicar  or  Curate  every  week.  Mrs  Phillips 
was  a  district  visitor. 

Mrs  Phillips  agreed  with  the  statements  made  with  respect  to 
the   Almshouse.    Their  condition  was  as  represented. 

20 
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Mr  John  D.avies  said  a  great  deal  of  tho  complaints  was  tattle 
amongst  old  women. 

The  Inspector  :  You  mean  scandal  ? 

Mr  Davies  :  Yes,  and  plenty  of  it. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  said  they  would  hear  the  evidence  of  Sergt. 
Rowen,  then.     He  was  not  an  old  woman. 

Mr  James  Davies  said  he  could  corroborate  what  had  been  said 
about  the  Almshouses. 

P.O.  Pettitt  was  subsequently  called  into  the  room,  and  stated 
that  he  saw  Philip  Griffiths  drunk  on  the  almshouse  premises  at 
11  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night  in  last  week.— He  had  been  in  the 
closet,  and  shut  himself  in  it  for  about  three  hours,  and  he  took 
him  out. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  buildings,  the  Inspector 
said  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  very  defective,  and  some  of 
the  arrangements  made  had  been  demolished.  But  it  would  be  an 
easy  matter  to  get  rid  of  the  objection  raised.  That  would  be 
something  to  amuse  the  body  of  trustees  when  appointed. 

It  being  elicited  that  the  building  was  not  insured,  the  Inspec- 
tor said  :  It  would  not  signify  very  much  if  it  were  all  burnt 
down,    would   it  ? 

Mr  J.   J.    Edwards  expected   it  would  to  the  poor  people. 

The  Deaconess  said  it  was  in  a  better  state  of  repair  now  than 
it  had  been. 

Mr  John  Davies  said  last  year  the  Overseers  spent  all  their 
income  in  repairing  the  property,  and  if  they  had  been  allowed  to 
remain  in  office  another  year  they  would  have  put  the  property  in 
thorough  repair. 

Deaconess  Eleanor  made  a  statement  as  to  the  repairs  to  the 
Almshouse,    and    how  the    money    had    been  obtained. 

Mr  John  Davies  stated  that  the  accounts  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Vestry  and  entered  in  the  minute  book.  The  balance 
of  the    income  had  gone  into  the  Poor  Kates. 

The  Inspector  asked  why. 

Mr  Davies  said  that  was  where  it  had  been  habitually  put. 

The  Inspector  said  the  Overseers  were  liable  to  be  called  upon 
to  replace  the   money. 

Mr  Edwards  said  if  their  predecessors  would  refnnd  the  money 
thus  dealt  with,  he  should  be  quite  prepared  to  do  the  same. 

Mr  John  Davies  presented  a  petition  praying  that  a  scheme 
prepared  by  the  Overseers,  and  adopted  at  a  vestry  meeting  some 
time  ago,  should  be  adopted  by  the  Charity  Commissioners. 

Mrs  Dunn  said  she  had  not  been  .-isked  to  sign  it,  and  this  was 
also  remarked  by  other  large  ratepayers. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  tliat  Charity  known  as  "  The 
Unknown  Donor's  Charity,"  could  hardly  thus  be  designated  now. 
It  had  been  revived  by  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  question  as  to  the  donor  of  the  Almshouses.  Tliey  under- 
stood exactly  what  the  circumstances  were  ;  what  they  bad  now  to 
consider  was  what  improvement  they  could  effect  in  the  applica- 
tion of  it.  Eor  the  reputation  of  the  idace  it  was  njo.st  undesirable 
that  it  should  be  published  abroad  that  the  Almshouses  were  in  a 
disreputable  state,  and  thnt  instead  of  the  inmates  living  like 
human  beings  they  were  living  like  savages.  That  was  not  too 
strong  an  expression,  was  it  ?  They  had  been  living  so  if 
they    were     not     now,   and  it  must   be   put  a   stop  to.    The 
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time  hiul  arrived  for  a  now  state  of  allairs  to  exist.  A  body  of 
trustees  should  be  appointed  and  bo  rosiionsible  for  it.  Would 
there  bo  an  objection  to  tlio  appointraent  of  the  (Jovernors  of  tLo 
Jloger  Edwards'  Charity  as  sucli  '  They  wero  porsouH  who  hiid 
the  confidence  of  the  wholo  town,  and  it  would  be  very  fortu- 
nate to  have  them  appointed  as  tho  Trustees  of  this  Charity— at  any 
rato  to  start  with  them  and  make  thoiu  the  first  body,  Tli«  scheme 
would  provide  for  the  future  election  of  Trustees.  All  of  the 
Governors  were  residents  of  the  town,  and  they  were  a  rospoctahlu 
body,  who  had  had  experience  with  alms-houses,  and  had  done 
their  work  well,  having  elfected  great  iraprovments  in  the  Gram- 
mar School. 

Jt  being  suggested  that  the  Church  wardens  and  Overseers 
should  be  tx-vfjicio  Trustees,  the  Inspector  sail  the  Overseers 
seemed  to  have  done  their  work  so  badly  that  the  loss  they  had  to 
do  with  them  the  bettei,  and  he  thou^tht  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners would  object  to  them  because  they  had  a  weakness  or 
inclination  to  apply  all  money  they  could  .scrape  together  (as 
they  had  previously  done  here),  with  a  view  to  relieve  the  rates 
which  was  a  highly  improper  thing  to  <lo.  'J'ho  money  was  never 
intended  to  relieve  rich  people^(hear,  hear) — and  when  the  money 
was  put  into  the  rates  thriving  and  rich  people  became  the  recipients 
of  charity.  To  check  the  malpractices  adopted  in  this  place 
a  respectable  body  should  have  the  control  of  the  Almshouses, 
and  could  they  have  a  better  body  of  men  than  the  present 
Governors  of  the  Roger  Edwards'  Charity.'  It  occurred  to  him 
that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  very  convenient  to  start  with, 
and  they  could  subsequently  make  provision  to  fill  up  the  body  in 
some  other  way. 

Mr  Nicholas  asked  if  it  would  be  possible,  were  tho  present 
Trustees  appointed,  for  them  to  hand  over  the  money  for  school 
purposes. 

The  Inspector  said  if  they  were  guilty  of  sucL  a  gross  breach  of 
trust  as  that  they  would  be  dischaiged  from  their  position  imme- 
diately. 

jNIr  Jennings  said  it  was  quite  possible  to  obtain  Trustees 
outside  the  number  on  the  Roger  Edwards'  Charity  in  the  town. 
He  thought  it  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people  to  appoint 
them. 

Mr  John  Davies  said  it  was  the  wish  of  the  parish  expressed 
at  the  meeting  when  the  scheme  presented  by  tho  Overseers 
was  passed,  that  the  persons  there  named  as  Trustees  should  be 
appointed.     The  meeting  was  legally  convened. 

The  Vicar  said  the  Overseers  convened  that  meeting  by  them- 
selves   alone. 

The  Inspector  said  they  could  legally  convene  a  meeting  by 
themselves.  He  further  said  that  they  all  had  the  same  end 
in  view  namely  to  make  the  Almshouse  as  extensively  useful 
and  beneficial  as  possible — that  was  the  common  object  of  all — and 
could  they  appoint  a  better  body  than  he  had  proposed  ? 

It  was  remarked  that  a  great  many  were  oppose  I  to  it,  and  that 
there  was  a  great  objection  to  the  Trustees  being  self-elected. 

The  Inspector  replied  that  they  could  turn  out  their  Trustees  if 
they  failed  to  do  their  duty.  Tho  Inspector  noticing  the  ill-feel- 
ing which  existed  and  was  being  expressed  further  remarked  that 
that  was  a  meeting  of  friends  and  neighbours  desirous  of  doing  th« 


156  tmi  i'ROPOSED  aovERiJORs  of 

best  they  could  to  remedy  the  existinc;  state  of  things,  and  to 
improve  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  what  could  they 
do  better  than  elect   that  body  of  tried  persons  ? 

Mr  John  Davies  :  We  have  tried  them  long  enough. 

The  Inspector  said  if  they  were  fit  to  manage  the  Grammar 
School  they  were  certainly  fit  for  that,    were  they  not  ? 

The  list  of  trustees  of  the  Overseers'  scheme  was  then  read,  and 
the  names  were  as  follows  :— Messrs  James  Parker,  Sidney  A. 
Hiley,  John  Davies,  George  Mundy,  William  Jones,  Edgar  Smith, 
J.  H.  Clark,    F.   Jennings,    and  J.  0.  Nicholas. 

Mr  Hiley  remarked  that  he  proposed  the  Vicar  but  he  would 
not  stand. 

Mr  Edwards  having  referred  to  the  parish  meeting, 

Mr  .James  Davies  said  it  was  a  party  meeting,  not  a  parish 
meeting,  to  which 

Mr  Nicholas  replied  that  it  was  a  parish  meeting  properly  called 

The  meeting  referred  to,  it  was  stated,  was  held  on  19th  De- 
comber,  1887,  and  the  Vicar   presided. 

Mr  Griffin  saiil  some  very  insulting  remarks  were  made  at 
the  meeting. 

Mr  James  Davies  :   A   disgraceful  meeting,  I  should  say. 

Mr  Nicholas  thou-^ht  the  Vicar  at  that  meeting  complimented 
the  scheme  drawn  np  by  the  Overseers,  but,  strange  to  say,  at 
the  second  meeting,  he  was  the  other  way  about. 

Mr  Mundy  said  there  ought  to  be  a  qualification  for  the  trustee- 
ship,   and  that   wns  why   the  Vicar  did    not  approve  of  it. 

Mr  Edwarils  said  that  could  not  have  been  the  case  as  the  ques- 
tion of  qualification  wa-:  not  spoken  of  at  tlie  time. 

The  Vicar  :  i  complimtntod  them  upon  the  trouble  they  had 
taken,  and  not  upon  tlie  terms  of  the  scheme  ;  and  they  had  taken 
trouble. 

It  being  remarked  Miat  the  rev  gontlernau  was  on  the  Committee, 
he  replied   that   th  .t    was  so,  hut  he  was  in  the  minoiity. 

The  Inspector  read  tlie  names  of  the  Trustees  proposed  in  a 
second  scheme  (drawn  up  by  the  Vicar).  They  were:  Rev  S.  C. 
BakQr,ex-officio;  Messrs  J.  T.  Cherry,  and  John  Charles,  church- 
wardens, while  in  office;  and  Messrs  El  wards  and  Davies,  overseers, 
while  in  olfiee,  and  their  respective  successors  ;  six  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  retniining  trustees  at  a  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose,  and   not  attended  by  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole. 

'J'he  third  scheme  was  from  Mr  J.  H  Clark:  Twelve  trustees 
to  be  appointed  as  follows  :  The  Vicar  and  two  Churchwardens  ; 
three  to  be  .Tppointed  by  the,  .Magistrate;  three  by  the 
Local   LSo.ir  1  ;  and   three   by  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 

The  Inspeclor  s.nid  his  proposal,  came  last,  and  was  the  worst 
perhaps.  It  wns  to  make  the  Grammar  School  Governors  the 
first  Trustees.  Instead  of  having  two  bodies  they  would  then 
have  one  tn  take  charge  of  all  their  charitable  interests. 

Mr  T.J.Smith   asked  if  the  Trustees  would  he  life   Trustees. 

The  Ins|iector  said  the  scheme  woni  i  provide  for  their  disquali- 
fieation.  Why  would  they  havo  a  multiplicity  of  governing 
bodies   whicli   would    be   so  inconvenient  and  expensive  ? 

Mr  John  Davies  :  I  ask  why  we  should  appoint  them?  I  think  we 
ought  to  get  new  blood. 

The  Inspector  replied  that  it  ho  read  the  scheme  he  would  see 
that  they  would  havo  it. 


THE    USK  ALMSHOUSE.  157 

Mr  Jobn  Dnvio^  saitl  the  (|iialification  would  ro.luoe  tho  number 
eligible  for  election  as  Trustoos  ami  that,  consequently,  it  would 
always  be  in  the  same  haiuls,  jind  very  few  changes  woulil  take  place 

The  Inspector  said  the  larper  the  amount  of  a  man's  aisesament 
the  more  likely  was  he  to  bo  an  educated  man  and  fit  for  the 
trusteeship. 

Mr  Jenuings  rpniarkod  that  a  working  man  would  bo  able  to 
look  alter  and  feel  as  interested  in  it  as  one  in  a  hotter  position. 

The  Inspector  asked  if  a  man  could  not  take  an  interest  in 
the  Almshouse  without  being  a  trustee  (  If  thty  saw  anything 
wrong  with  a  trustee  they  could  make  an  objection  *.o  him,  and 
if  they  could  not  obtain  redress  from  tho  Trustees  of  the  Charily, 
they  could  by  writins;  to  the  Charity  Commsssioners.  Did  this 
opposition  arise  merely  from  a  jealous  feeling  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  .- 

Mr  Edwards  :  Th«  jealousy  is  on  the  other  side. 

Mr  Jennings  said  he  was  just  thinking  and  going  to  say  the  same. 

The  Inspector  said  he  supposed  they  did  not  think  a  working 
man  would  do  better  than  a  person  with  a  higher  assessment. 
A  body  of  intelligent  educated  people  was  more  fitted  to  ma- 
nage such  things.  There  might  be  equally  valuable  men,  but 
men  who  had  not  the  advantages  the  other  men  had.  They  would 
all  havo  the  oppoitunity  of  watching  the  proceedings  of  tho 
Trustees,  and  if  they  saw  they  were  abusing  their  trust  in  any  way 
they   couhl  obtain  redress  as  he  had  told  them. 

^■'r  Edwards  took  it  that  the  Tiustees  of  the  Grammar  School 
were  elected  by   tlie  scheme,  of  persons  miles  around  Usk. 

The  Inspector  pointed  out  that  tho  Local  Board  was  a  repre- 
sentative  body,    and   they  elected  representatives. 

iMr  John  D. ivies  said  two  of  the  Local  Board  were  on  the  scheme 
propcsed  by  the   Overseers. 

Mr  Nicholas  said  if  the  Commissioners  followed  the  feding  of 
the  I'eople  they  would  adopt  the  scheme  passed  by  the  Vestry, 
and   he  thought  that  was  the  least  thing  they  could  do. 

The  Inspector  did  not  think  thxt  recommendation  was  tho 
recommenda'ion  ot  the  whole  of  the  pariabijners  bat  only  of  those 
present  at  the  vestry  meeting. 

Mr  Edwards  said  the  others  did  not  take  sufficient  interest 
to  be  present,  and,  therefore,  they  ought  to  abide  by  the  conse- 
quences. 

Keference  being  made  to  tbe  names  attached  to  the  petition,  Mr 
Nicholas  said  most  of  tho?e  of  the  heaviest  ratepayers  were  on  it. 

Mrs  Dunn  and  several  other  larga  ratepayers  said  they  had 
not  been  asked  to  sign  it. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  if  he  reported  that  it  would  be 
satisfactory  that  those  persons  who  were  at  present  Governors  of 
the  Grammar  -chool,  should  be  the  Irnstees  of  this  Charity,  it 
would  only  be  a  recommendation,  and  nothing  would  be  done 
without  further  notice  being  given. 

Mr  Voyce  proposed,  and  Dr  Lawrenca  seconded,  the  adoption  of 
the  Inspector's   susgestions. 

Mr  .^ohn  Davies  said  that  was  not  a  representative  mee'.ing. 

The  Inspect  jr  pointed  out  that  it  was  just  as  representative  a'? 
the  one  ne  {Mr  Davies)  had  referred  to  previously,  full  and  dne 
notice  having  been  given. 
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Mr  Daviea  remarked  that  it  was  held  at  a  time  whea  many  could 
not  attend. 

The  Inspector :    What    time  would    you  have  held   it  ? 

Mr  Clark :    At   eight  o'clock   at   Eiofht  ? 

Mr  Jennings  thought  the  petition  had  been  representative  of  a 
great  many. 

Mr  J.  O.  Nicbolas  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the  Inspector. 
He  advocated  the  scheme  which  had  been  drawn  up  in  accardance 
with  the  views  of  the  people.  The  subject  had  been  broneht 
before  the  parish  so  many  times,  and  at  the  last,  that  scheme  had 
been  adopted ;  and  he  must  say  that  the  Vicar  congratulated  them 
on  the  scheme,  but  he  had  since  turned  right  round,  for  what 
reason  he  did  not  know. 

Mr  Hiley  proposed,  as  an  addition  trf  the  proposition  of  the 
Inspector,  that  there  should  be  three  popularly-elected  Trustees 
as  well  as  the  other  Governors.  This,  he  thought,  might  be 
acceptable  to  them  all. 

The  original  proposition  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried  by 
15  votes  to   9,  the   amendment  being   made  too  lute. 

However,  it  was  subsequently  unanimously  agreed  that  Mr. 
Hiley's  proposed  addition  should  be  adopted,  on  the  qualification 
being  reduced  from  ^820  assessment  to  £15 — the  same  qualification 
as  for  membership  of  the  Local  B  larJ. 

Ic  was  also  decided  that  the  Charity  should  be  vested  in  the 
Official   Trustee  of  Charity  Funds. 

The  Inspector  said,  in  order  to  dischirge  their  duti°,s  properly, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  scheme,  which  would  provide  in 
the  same  way  as  for  the  Almshouse  at  Coedcwnner.  1  hey  could 
rot  afford,  however,  to  have  a  chaplain,  medical  officer,  and 
matron — those  were  luxuries  beyond  their  means.  All  the  schemes 
which  had  been  proposed  would  be  considered  by  the  Commis- 
sioners who  would  draft  one  which  they  thought  would  be  the 
right  thing,  and  then  they  would  give  notice  of  their  appointments. 
If  there  were  any  objections  they  would  be  considered  subsequently. 


THE   NATIONAL    SCHOOL. 

This  was  the  next  subject  for  consideration. 

The  Rev  S.  C.  Baker  stated  that  he  was  the  Trustee,  and  the 
school  was  registered  and  enrolled  under  the  Koyal  National 
Society,  and  was  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  Church  of 
England.  It  was  maintained  by  the  Government  Grant,  volun- 
tary subacriptions,  and  a  small  portion  of  Koger  Edwards'  bequest. 


MRS    m'gOWAN's   CHA^RITY. 

This  consists  of  a  sum  of  c£3,000,  bequeathed  by  Jano  Mc.Gowan, 
in  1869,  to  the  Vicar  and  Churchwardens,  of  Usk,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, upon  trust  for  twelve  women  of  respectable  manner 
of  life,  selected  from  the  parish  of  Usk,  to  be  equally  divided 
among  them  for  maintenance  and  support  during  life,  by  monthly 
or  quarterly  payments   at   the  discretion   of    the   Trustees. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  will,  this  Charity  does  not 
come  into  operation  until  the  decease  of  the  two  nieces  of  the  donor 
— the  Misses  Matthews. 
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It  was  remarked  that  thoso  ladies  were  rcspcctiyoly  of  about  {>'< 
and  64  years  of  ape. 

The  Vicar  said  it  was  not  easential  to  add  that  to  the  Alnashonso 
Charity.  The  tradition  was  that  it  was  for  the  aliusbou&o  people 
alone. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  the  beqae-it  was  loft  for  women, 
and  in  the  Almshouse  thero  were  men,  and  unless  they  elected  the 
inmates  all  women,  it  could  not  be  so  applied.  The  discretion 
rested   with   them. 


MIS3     HANNAH    BARNAUD   DAVIEs'    CHARITY. 

This  Charity  consists  of  a  beqnest  made  in  188:5,  of  Miss  Han- 
nah Barnard  Davies  to  the  poor  of  Usk.  The  will,  it  was  stated, 
was  sworu  nnrter  £9,457  18s  Id  (the  sole  executor  having  been  Mr 
Alexander  Waddington),  and  the  sum  bi-qneathed  probably  »- 
mounted  to  .£4,000  or  £5,000.  A  suit  was  pendinj;  relative  to  the 
will. 

The   Inspector  said  the  Charity  was  therefore  subjuJice. 


This  concluded  the  ecquiry,  and  the  Inspector  thanked  those  pre- 
sent for  the  assistance  they  had  given  him  in  coninctinf^  the 
enquiry,  and  especially  Mr  Clark,  who  had  on  the  previous  day, 
traversed  the  country  with  him  brushiner  up  the  Almshouses, 
and  finding  all  the  fault  he  could.  He  also  thanked  the  Vicar, 
and  Mr  Harri?,  for  their  kind  assistance.  He  only  hoped  that 
the  result  of  this  enquiry  would  be  found  to  work  extremely  well 
under  the  excellent  management  of  the  very  experienced  body 
who  were  to  be  appointed  to  the  control  of  the  Charity,  viz  :  The 
Governors  of  the  Grammar  School  Foundation,  and  three  repre- 
sentative    persons    who    are    to    be  elected. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Inspector  for  his  able,  patient,  and 
painstaking  manner  in  conducting  the  enquiry  closed  the  meeting. 


At  the  foregoing  enquiry  the  Overseers  received  a 
■well-merited  rebuke  for  their  condQct  with  respect 
to  the  recent  disturbances  and  profligacy  permitted 
by  them  to  prevail,  by  interlopers  on  the  Almshouse 
premises,  to  the  annoyance  and  scandal  of  the  aged 
and  peaceable  inmates. 

The  disregard  of  these  officials  to  the  complaints 
made  to  them,  and  refusing  to  take  means  to  repress 
the  grievance  admits  of  no  palliation,  for  when  writ- 
ten to  on  the  subject,  a  most  discourteous  letter  to 
the   complainant  was  framed  in  reply. 

Mr.  John  Davies,  in  presenting  a  petition  "  praying 
that  th«  scheme  prepared  by  the  Overseers  at  a  yes- 
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try  meeting  some  time  previously  should  be  adopted 
by  the  Charity  Commissioners ; "  and  also  stating 
that  if  they  had  "  been  allowed  to  remain  in  office 
another  year,  they  would  have  put  the  property  in 
thorough  repair,"  was  mere  subterfuge  ;  the  persons 
attending  the  parish  meetings  when  the  suggested 
scheme  was  framed,  were  principally  of  democratic 
principles,  and  it  could  not  be  considered  a  represen- 
tative meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Nicholas's  assurance  that  "  the  scheme  had  been 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  peo- 
ple." Mr.  Davies,  who  has  been  a  great  many  years 
dabbling  in  parochial  matters,  shewed  a  lamentable 
lack  of  knowledge  and  discretion  when  he  stated  be 
had  paid  the  balance  of  the  money  belonging  to  the 
poor  into  the  rates,  instead  of  handing  it  over  to  his 
successors  in  office. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Edwards,  the  other  late  overseer  in  stat- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  who  "  did  not  attend  the 
parish  meetings  did  not  take  sufficient  interest  to 
be  present,  and  ought  to  abide  the  consequence," 
must  have  known  he  was  assigning  a  wrong  con- 
struction for  their  absence,  for  the  real  cause  of  the 
more  respectable  and  highly  taxed  inhabitants  not 
attending  such  parochial  gatherings  is  well  known 
to  arise  from  the  insults  they  have  had  to  submit 
to  from  an  organis^^d  rabble,  at  meetings  held  at 
late  hours  of  the  night,  and  called  together  by  a 
bellman  at  the  instigation  of  a  few    violent  agitators. 

Well  may  the  luspector  exclaim,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  the  overseers  should  in  future  be 
ex-o^icio  trustees  of  the  Almshouse  Charity,  that 
"  the  overseers  seemed  to  have  done  their  work  so 
badly,  that  the  less  they  had  to  do  with  them  the 
better,  and  he  thought  the  Charity  Commissioners 
would  object  to  tlicm." 

The  enquiry  has  been  very  beneficial  to  the  poor 
as  they  will  now  have  the  money  loft  for  them  dis- 
pensed by  a  body  of  Trustees  of  position. 
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THE  BIVER — ITS   FISHIEIES. 
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The  River:  Its  Fisheries. 


;lliSl£IQjSKX3CIOO<»aGHC8G8^^ 


The  Usk  has  its  source  in  the  Black  Mountains 
of  Brecknockshire,  passes  in  a  southern  direction, 
enters  Monmouthshire  at  Llangroiny,  and  winds  its 
way  through  a  most  delicious  valley,  rivalling  the 
most  celebi-ated  Swiss  or  Italian  scenery.  Its  total 
course  is  about  sixty  miles. 

At  Usk  the  Angler  finds  good  sport,  and  up  to  the 
year  1854  many  of  the  inhabitants  gained  their 
livelihood  a  great  portion  of  the  year  by  netting  and 
angling.  During  the  season,  ten  or  a  dozen  fisher- 
men were  to  be  seen  carrying  their  coracles  on  their 
backs  in  going  to  and  returning  from  their  avoca- 
tion. These  coracles  were  used  on  many  of  the 
"Welsh  rivers,  and  were  historical  as  well  as  cui'ious, 
as  they  afforded  a  specimen  of  the  earliest  British 
navigation,  and  were  made,  probably,  still  in  their 
original  form.  Their  shape  resembled  the  section  of 
a  walnut  shell ;  the  length  was  about  five  feet,  and 
the  breadth  about  four,  with  a  seat  placed  across  the 
centre  ;  they  were  made  of  thin  hoops  crossed,  with 
very  strong  basket-work  edges,  and  covered  with 
strong  coarse  canvas,  thickly  coated  with  pitch. 
They  were  intended  for  only  one  person,  and  it  was 
amusing  to  observe  the  mode  in  which  they  were 
managed.  The  dexterous  navigator  sat  precisely  in 
the  middle,  and  it  required  a  considerable  deal  of 
experience  to  keep  a  just  balance,  as  the  fisherman 
might  often  have  been  observed  to  work  his  paddle 
with  one  hand  while  he  conducted  the  net  with  the 
other,  at  the  same  time  holding  a  line  in  his  teeth. 
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These  frail  vessels  were  formerly  used  as  the  means 
of  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  on  the 
opposite  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  even  Csesar  did  not 
disdain  to  adopt  them,  but  they  were  now  princi- 
pally applied  to  the  purpose  of  fishing.  The  Ancient 
Britons  covered  theirs  with  the  hides  of  their 
horses. 

These  slight  barks  would  probably  have  been 
succeeded  by  some  invention  of  more  strength  and 
capacity,  had  there  not  been  found  a  remarkable 
convenience  in  their  lightness,  as  they  seldom 
weighed  more  than  thirty  or  forty  pounds  each, 
being  manufactured  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  individuals  for  whom  they  were  intended.  The 
fisherman  somewhat  resembled  an  amphibious 
animal ;  when  he  came  to  a  very  shallow  part  of  the 
river,  or  when  his  labour  was  over,  he  slung  the 
boat  across  his  back  by  means  of  a  leather  strap 
attached  to  the  seat,  and  anon  was  in  the  stream 
again  or  marching  homeward  under  the  burthen  of 
his  little  vessel  and  booty,  for  which  provision  was 
made  under  the  seat.  On  the  banks  of  the  Usk, 
Wye,  and  other  fresh  water  rivers,  these  coracles 
were  to  be  seen  hanging  at  the  doors  of  many  of  the 
cottages,  and  such  was  the  dexterity  of  those  who 
used  them,  that  they  were  very  rarely  overturned  on 
the  rivers,  and  they  sometimes  even  ventured  a 
little  way  out  to  sea  when  the  weather  was  perfectly 
calm.  "  Some  years  ago,"  it  was  said,  "  a  spirited 
boatman  on  the  Wye  astonished  the  natives  of  Ross 
by  undertaking,  for  a  wager,  to  navigate  his  coracle 
to  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  Bristol  Channel, 
which  was  then  thought  nearly  as  impossible  as  to 
go  round  the  world  in  it.  His  voyage  lasted  a 
fortnight,  during  which  he  encountered  difficulties 
beyond  belief,  but  the  exploit  was  successfully 
achieved  at  last."  To  those  unaccustomed  to  using 
these  cockle  shells,  it  was  a  most  difficult  task  to 
prevent  being  overturned  ;  it  required  to  be  as  care- 
fully balanced  as  a  spoon  on  the  edge  of  a  teacup, 
and  if  in  playing  a  trout  on  a  hook  in  fly  fishing, 
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the  angler  oveiTcachcd  in  tho  slightest  degreo  ho 
was  inevitably  plunged  into  a  cold  bath. 

The  Usk  abounds  with  fish,  and  its  salmon  is 
considered  preferable  to  any.  Tho  salmon  of  the 
Severn,  the  Wye,  the  Towey,  and  Teiti,  have  been 
praised  in  their  turns,  but  epicures  have  invariably 
awarded  the  boon  of  excellence  to  those  caught  in 
the  Usk.  Old  Churchyard  spoke  of  it  as  "  so  fresh, 
so  sweete,  so  red,  so  crimp  withall."  There  is  also 
a  very  nice  fish,  very  similar  to  the  salmon,  caught 
in  this  river,  called  the  sewen  ;  it  is  of  excellent 
flavour,  and  by  some  thought  superior  to  the  salmon. 
Linnffius  and  other  naturalists  ranked  it  as  the  grey 
or  silver  salmon  (salmo  erlox)  and  common  in  the 
rivers  communicating  with  the  Baltic  Sea,  but  the 
Welsh  pi"ide  themselves  in  the  supposition  of  ita 
being  peculiar  to  South  Wales,  in  which  opinion 
they  have  been  confirmed  by  the  hasty  opinions  of 
tourists.  Donovan  says  :  "  So  far  as  my  own  obser- 
vations tend  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  affair,  the 
sewen  is  no  where  found  so  plentiful  in  Great 
Britain  as  in  the  Severn  or  Bristol  Channel,  and  the 
streams  that  communicate  with  them,  for,  like  the 
common  salmon,  it  is  equally  an  inhabitant  of  the 
briny  ocean,  as  of  the  clearest  fresh  waters  in  the 
interior  of  the  country." 

"  The  sewen  may  by  chance  attain  the  size  of  the 
largest  salmon,  an  instance  of  which  I  once  saw  at 
Hafod,  but  they  still  retain  those  charactei-s  by 
which  the  smallest  of  the  kind  may  be  discriminated. 
The  sewen  differs  in  various  particulars  from  the 
common  salmon  (salmon  solar),  that  will  not  fail  to 
strike  the  eye  of  the  judicious  naturalist.  The 
general  colour  of  the  whole  fish  is  slightly  dis- 
similar ;  the  head  is  shorter  and  more  sloping,  while 
the  lower  jaw  extends  rather  beyond  the  upper  one, 
the  precise  contraiy  of  which  is  observable  in  the 
common  salmon  ;  the  back  is  of  a  pale  greyish  colour, 
glossed  with  blue,  and  by  no  means  so  dark  as  in 
the  common  salmon;  this  greyish  colour  prevails 
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under  the  scales  from  the  back  to  the  lateral  line, 
beneath  which  the  whole  iish  is  of  the  brightest 
silver  ;  both  on  the  back  and  sides,  above  and  below 
the  lateral  line,  the  body  is  marked  with  dusky 
purple  spots  of  a  roundish  shape,  which  on  close 
inspection  appear  to  be  somewhat  crucifox*m;  the 
lateral  line  is  straight,  and  placed  rather  lower 
than  in  the  generality  of  fishes  ;  the  tail  is  slightly 
forked,  but  not  semilunated  as  in  the  common 
salmon  ;  when  the  flesh  is  cut  it  is  a  pale  red,  and 
in  point  of  size  the  sewen  rarely  exceeds  twelve  or 
fifteen  inches,  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds 
each." 

Mr.  Donovan  must  has  been  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing this  fish  rai-ely  exceeds  two  pounds  weight, 
for  it  is  frequently  of  considerable  size,  and  some- 
times weighs  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds,  but  the 
average  weight  of  the  fish  is  from  two  to  three 
pounds. 

The  river  is  likewise  famous  for  trout,  which  in 
conventional  days  afforded  an  ample  supply  to  the 
numerous  religious  communities  on  its  banks,  who 
were  restricted  from  indulging  too  frequently  in  a 
carneous  diet. 

From  the  days  of  the  famous  King  Arthur,  when 
it  is  said  he  entertained  his  valiant  "  Knights  of 
the  Round  Table  "  at  Caerleon,  it  has  always  been 
afiirmed  that  the  Usk  was  productive  of  better  sport 
for  the  angler  than  any  other  river  in  Wales.  The 
poet  says  : — 

"Though  bright  the  waters  of  the  Towy, 

The  Wj'e,  the  Severn,  and  the  Teiii : 
Yet  well  I  wot  they  cannot  show  ye 

Such  Salmon  as  the  Usk  can  give  ye. 
Tt  was — (we  choose  not  to  go  farther) — 
The  favoured  dish  of  bold  King  Arthur  ; 
Who,  when  he  chose  like  King  to  dine, 
Went  down  to  Usk  with  rod  and  line, 
And  there  drew  slily  to  the  bank 
Such  trout  as  best  became  his  rank  ; 
Sometimes  by  twains,  at  others  singly, 
But  always  with  a  twitch  so  kingly, 


THE  RITER — ITS  nSHERIES.  1C5 

The  salmon  seemed  so  much  delighted, 
As  if  they  really  had  been  "  knijrhted !  " 
No  wonder,  for  they  quickly  found 
An  eyitree  for  the  Tahle  Koumj, 
Where  seated  with  his  gallant  knights, 
Those  heroes  of  a  hundred  fights ; — 
"Leave,"  quoth  he,   "acorns  in  tho  husk, 
Ilere's  glorious  salmon  from  tho  Usk !  " 

Tliere  was  for  somo  centuries  a  curious  tradition 
respectinf^  Usk  salmon,  which  seems  to  set  at 
defiance  all  natural  laws,  but  the  belief  in  which 
has  become  almost,  if  not  entirely,  obsolete.  Tho 
tradition  is,  or  was,  that  the  salmon  in  the  river  Usk 
differed  so  materially  from  the  salmon  in  the  Wyo 
that  an  experienced  fisherman  was  able  to  dis- 
tinguish one  from  the  other ;  and  also  that  when 
the  fish  was  in  season  in  one  river  it  was  out  of 
season  in  the  other.  Probably  the  earliest  reference 
to  this  tradition  is  found  in  the  Itinerary  of  Giraldus 
Camhrensis,  who  states :  "  River  fish  are  plentiful, 
supplied  by  the  Usk  on  one  side  and  by  the  Wye  on 
the  other ;  each  of  them  produces  salmon  and  trout, 
but  the  Wye  abounds  most  with  the  former,  and 
the  Usk  with  the  latter.  The  salmon  of  the  Wyo 
are  in  season  during  the  winter,  and  those  of  tho 
Usk  in  summer." 

The  river  Usk  was  celebi'ated  for  its  salmon  long 
before  Isaac  Walton's  time.  Churchward,  in  his 
"  Worthiness  of  Wales,"  printed  in  1587,  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  says : 

"  A  pretie  town  called  Oske,  near  Eaggland  stands, 

A  river  there  doth  beare  the  self-same  name  ; 

Its  christall  streames,  that  runnes  along  the  sands, 

Shewes  that  it  is  a  river  of  great  fame. 

Fresh  water  sweet  this  goodly  river  yields, 

And  when  it  swels  it  spreads  ore  all  the  fields. 

Great  store  of  fish  is  caught  within  its  flood, 

That  doth  indeed  both  town  and  countrye  good. 

A  thing  to  note  when  salmon  failes  in  Wye, 
(And  season,  there  ;  goes  out,  as  order  is) 

Then,  still  of  course  in  Oske  doth  sammons  bye. 

And  of  good  fish  in  Oske  you  shall  not  mis. 

And  this  seems  strange,  as  doth  through  Wales  apppearo 

In  some  one  place  are  sammons  all  the  yeare  ; 

So  fresh,  so  sweete,  so  red,  so  crimpt  withall 

That  u^a  might  say,  loe  sammons  herg  at  Cftlli'', 


166  THE  RIVER— ITS  FISHERIES. 

Again,  a  century  later,  Enderbie,  in  his  Cambna 
Triumphans,  which  he  wrote  at  Llantarnam  Abbey, 
says  :  "  By  the  way,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that 
when  salmon  grows  out  of  kind  or  season  in  Wye, 
in  the  river  XJsk,  which  runneth  through  Caerling- 
ton,  but  ten  miles  distant  in  the  same  county, 
salmons  come  in  season,  so  that  in  the  county  of 
Monmouth  all  the  whole  year  salmons  are  fit  to  be 
presented  to  an  Emperor's  table ;  and  if  a  Wye 
salmon  chance  to  come  into  Usk,  or  e  contra,  the 
fishermen  are  so  skilful  as  to  tell  you  this  is  an 
Usk  salmon,  this  of  Wye." 

Still  later,  Rogers,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Monmouth- 
shire, refers  to  "  One  rarity  more  remarkable  to  be 
observed  in  these  rivers,  that  when  salmon  is  out  of 
season  in  the  river  Usk,  it  comes  in  season  in  the 
river  Wye,  and  so  vice  versa,  though  they  fall  into 
the  river  Severn,  about  twelve  miles  distant  from 
each  other,  so  that  salmon  is  in  season  all  the  year 
long  in  this  county." 

A  salmon  of  68|  lb.  was  caught  in  a  net  by  two 
fishermen  in  coracles,  in  the  month  of  June  of  1782, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  town  of  Usk. 
A  painting  was  made  of  the  fish  about  two  hours 
after  it  was  caught ;  and  there  never  was  a  fish  in 
greater  perfection.  It  was  not  eaten,  but  taken  to 
Bristol  and  Bath  as  a  show,  and  kept  until  it  was 
too  putrid  to  be  eaten. 

The  fishery  was  in  1855  rented  to  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  who  formed  the  "Trostrey  Weir 
Association,"  of  which  James  Greenfield,  Esquire, 
of  Brynderwin,  was  the  honorary  secretary,  and  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  at  the  Angel 
Hotel,  Abergavenny,  on  the  16th  March,  1855,  the 
following  rules  were  adopted : — 

1st.— The  Fishery  commences  at  Trostrey  Weir  and  extends 

on  both  sides  of  the  river,  down   to  the  Bridge  in  the 

Town  of  Usk. 
2nd. — That  any  Suhscriber   of  not   less   than  £1  Is.  to  the 

Trostrey  Weir  Association  be  entitled  to  a  Season  Fishing 

Ticket. 
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3rd.— That  an  Annual  Subscriber  of  £3  bo  allowed  one;  an 
Annual  Subscriber  of  £5,  two  ;  and  an  Annual  Subscriber 
of  £10.  four  extra  Seaaon  Tickets  besides  their  own,  which 
they  will  have  the  privilege  of  transferring  to  any  friend, 
not  being  resident  in  or  withm  suv  miles  of  the  Toivn  of 
Usk,  on  writing  the  name  of  such  friend  on  the  face  of 
the  Ticket  and  indorsing  it  with  his  own  name. 

4th,— That  no  person  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the  said  Fishery, 
unless  accompanied  by  a  Subscribing  Member,  or  having 
and  producing  a  Season  Ticket,  Weekly  Ticket,  or  Day 
Ticket. 

6th.— That  any  Subscribing  Member  be  allowed  to  take  a 
friend  to  fish  in  company  with  him,  provided  the  friend 
be  not  resident  within  fifteen  iniles  of  the  Town  of  Usk, 
and  that  any  Subscribing  Member,  having  sons,  be 
allowed,  when  not  fishing  himself,  to  lend  his  Ticket 
to  one  of  his  sons. 

6th.— That  Day  and  Weekly  Tickets  be  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary, to  persons  desirous  of  fishing  in  the  said  fishery, 
and  not  being  residents  within  six  miles  of  the  Town  of 
Usk,  on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  by  each  person,  for  each  Day 
Ticket,  and  7s.  6d.  for  each  Weekly  Ticket.  Such  Tickets 
to  be  available  for  the  day  or  week  therein  named  only, 
and  not  to  be  transferable. 

7th. — That  the  Secretary  has  power  to  grant  not  exceeding 
twenty  tickets,  gratis,  to  such  persons  as  he  shall  think 
fit,  resident  in,  or  within  two  miles  of  the  Town  of  Usk, 
permitting  them  to  angle  for  Trout  only  in  the  said  fishery 
on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  in  each  week,  but  on  those 
days  only. 

8th. — That  the  Fishing  Season  for  both  Trout  and  Salmon  do 
commence  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  end  on  the  14th  of 
October  in  each  year. 

9th. — That  no  netting  or  other  fishing,  except  fair  rod  and 
line  fishing  be  allowed  in  the  said  fishery,  and  that  no 
night  lob  worm  or  salmon  paste  fishing  be  allowed  by 
any  person. 

loth. — That  whoever  is  found  acting  contrary  to  these  rules, 
or  to  any  of  them,  or  violating  any  existing  Act  of 
Parliament  framed  for  the  protection  of  Salmon  or  Trout, 
will  not  only  be  prosecuted,  but  also  forfeit  his  Ticket. 

11th, — That  the  Keepers  of  the  Association  are  charged  to  see 
that  the  foregoing  rules  are  strictly  enforced,  and  the 
Day  and  Weekly  Tickets  are  to  be  given  up  to  one  or 
other  of  them  on  the  day  the  Ticket  expires. 

These  rules  liave  been  from  time  to  time  altered 
and  made  more  stringent.    On  tlie  4th  of  February, 
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1873,  tlie  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
held  at  Abergavenny.  The  result  of  the  meeting 
was  not  made  public,  and  the  working  of  the 
Association  was  most  unsatisfactory  to  the  County, 
and  particularly  to  some  of  the  landed  proprietors. 
Up  to  the  year  1855,  when  the  Ti'ostrey  Weir 
Association  was  formed,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
obtained  tickets  to  fish  for  trout,  free  of  cost,  upon 
applying  to  an  agent  of  Mr.  Leigh's,  of  Pontypool 
Park,  and  the  river  was  x^ented  to  fishermen  who 
netted  it  and  supplied  the  town  of  Usk  and  adjacent 
towns  with  salmon  and  other  fish. 

On  the  renting  of  the  river  by  the  present 
Association,  the  Rules  of  1855  were  made  more 
stringent,  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  tickets 
were  issued  was  reduced,  and  the  prices  raised 
until,  in  1872,  the  number  of  non-ti"ansferable 
Salmon  Tickets,  which  a  few  years  previously  had 
been  fixed  at  forty,  were  reduced  to  twenty-seven, 
and  four  transferable  day  tickets  only  were  issued, 
viz.,  two  to  the  Three  Salmon's  Hotel,  Usk,  one  to 
the  Post  Ofiice,  Usk,  and  one  to  Mr.  Mullock, 
stationer,  Newport ;  to  be  issued  at  7s.  6d.  per  day, 
and  the  rules  of  the  Association  were  made  of  so 
stringent  and  prohibitory  a  nature  that  some  of  the 
most  influential  residents  of  Usk  ceased  to  be  ticket 
holders. 

Not  content  with  the  exclusiveness  of  the  rules, 
at  a  meeting  held  at  Abergavenny,  on  the  4th 
Febi'uary,  1873,  the  number  of  tickets  were 
further  reduced  to  twenty-two,  at  an  increased 
charge,  and  of  that  number  six  only  were  held 
by  residents  in  the  County.  Most  of  the  privileged 
persons  were  strangers,  and  came  only  to  angle  at 
intervals  during  the  season  when  they  had  intima- 
tion from  the  river-keepers  that  the  water  was  in 
good  order  for  angling ;  whilst  gentlemen  who 
would  come  to  occupy  houses  and  permanently 
reside  in  the  town  were  debarred  from  so  doing  by 
the  difficulty  and  almost  impossibility  of  obtaiuing 
permission  to  angle. 
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The  7th  rule  adopted  this  year  stated  : — "  Non- 
transferable season  salmon  tickets  (Class  B)  at  prcsLiit 
numbering  twenty-seven  shall  bo  j,'radually  reduced 
to  twenty,  and  the  charge  for  such  tickets  shall 
be  as  follows:— If  27  tickets  arc  issued,  £10  each  • 
if  26,  £10  10s.;  if  25,  £11  10s.;  if  2-i,  £12;  if  2:{, 
£12  10s.;  if  22,  £13;  if  21,  £U ;  if  20,  £15.  Tho 
sum  of  £3  shall  be  paid  by  tho  Association  to  tho 
Boird  of  Conservators  for  each  ticket  struck  off 
from  the  present  number  (27)  until  tho  reduction 
has  been  effected.  No  ticket  in  this  Class  shall  bo 
supplied  to  new  applicants  except  by  special  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee.  Class  B  tickets  will  only  bo 
issued  to  members  of  the  Association." 

It  was  thought  to  be  quite  time  that  efforts 
should  be  made  to  put  an  end  to  this  exclusiveness, 
or  the  river,  in  a  few  years,  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
about  half-a-dozen  gentlemen,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  towu  should  exert  themselves  without 
delay,  as  the  lease  to  the  Association  would  expire  in 
twelve  months  ;  and,  previous  to  its  being  renewed, 
that  a  memorial  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hanbury,  and 
that  gentleman  would  doubtless  see  the  undesirabiiity 
of  renewing  a  lease  to  persons  whose  exclusive 
actions  were  fraught  with  so  much  injury  to  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  report  issued  that  year  by  the  Inspector  of 
the  Salmon  Fisheries,  furnished  some  interesting 
facts  relative  to  the  water  of  the  Usk,  from  which  it 
appealed  '*  that  3,000  salmon  were  taken  during  tho 
year,  and  that  this  river  is  perhaps  the  least 
obstructed  and  polluted  river  in  England  and  Wales. 
Some  2  000  of  the  salmon  had  been  taken  by  the  rod 
ana  u_v  during  the  season." 

It  has  been  asserted  that  "  the  object  of  the 
Association  has  been  to  promote,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  interests  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Usk." 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  object  of  the  Com- 
mittee, their  line  of  action  has  had  the  opposite  effect, 
for  out  of  twenty  ticket  holders  for  the  season 
referred  to,  only  five  were  resident  in  the  County ; 
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and  taking  1869,-70,-71 — three  years  of  drought, 
scarcely  a  non-resident  angler  "was  staying  in  the 
town  for  any  length  of  time,  and  therefore  conld  not 
be  conferring  much  b(3nefit  to  the  district ;  whereas, 
if  the  ticket  holders  had  been  well-disposed  resident 
members,  they  would  probably  have  been  spending 
their  money,  whether  the  water  was  in  a  "  fishable  " 
state  or  not,  unless  they  had  followed  the  example  of 
many  other  residents,  in  sending  to  the  London  stores 
for  all  the  available  commodities  they  required. 

It  has  also  been  stated  that  "  the  water  was  over- 
stocked with  rods,  as  the  constant  complaints  and 
warnings  calculated  to  deter  visitors,  which  appeared 
in  the  sporting  papers,  clearly  showed."  As  the 
writer  saw  most  of  the  papers  named,  no  such 
warnings  came  under  his  observations  except  in  one 
or  two  instances,  when  the  report  was  evidently 
written  by  parties  who  wished  "to  deter  visitors" 
and  keep  all  the  sport  between  a  favoured  few. 
Again,  it  was  alleged  that  *'  in  1872  many  of  the  then 
ticket  holders  intimated  that  unless  the  number  of 
tickets  was  reduced,  they  would  not  continue  to  take 
tickets."  Now  a  good  deal  on  the  subject  of  this 
grumbling  had  been  heard,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  inhabitants  that  if  these  grumblers  left 
the  place,  it  would  be  a  blessing,  as  they  did  but 
little  towards  the  prosperity  of  the  trade  of  the 
town. 

Just  about  this  time  a  Mr.  Alfred  Slater  visited 
Usk,  and,  being  refused  a  ticket,  sent  the  following 
letter  to  the  local  newspaper  (see  Ohservei;  April  6tb, 

1873)  :— 

"To  the  Editor  of  The  County  Observer. 

"  Sir, — I  need  not  tell  the  inhabitants  of  Usk  what  they 
already  know,  namely,  that  I  have  not  been  offered  a  salmon 
ticket  for  this  season  ;  although,  perhaps,  they  may  not  be 
aware  that  many  members  junior  to  myself  in  the  Association 
have  had  tickets  offered  to  them. 

"  On  receiving  notice  to  the  effect  that  I  was  not  to  have  a 
ticket,  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Berrington  in  the  second  week  of 
February  an  appeal  against  this  decision,  with  a  request  that 
he  would  be  good  enough  to  bring  it  under  the  consideration 
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of  tho  Committeo  as  soon  as  ho  could  possibly  do  so  ;  but  up  to 
the  present  time  I  have  received  no  reply  to  my  appeal. 

"  I  subsequently  remitted  to  tho  SocroUiry  of  tho  Association 
a  post  office  order  for  £1  Is.,  rcquostinj?  that  ho  would  forward 
me  a  trout  aeason  ticket  in  return  ;  instead  of  which  he  sent 
back  the  order,  with  an  intimation  that  my  application  for  tho 
trout  ticket  should  be  submitted  to  tho  Committee.  This 
morning  I  received  a  further  note  from  him  saying  that  "  my 
application  will  be  submitted  to  tho  Committee  at  their  mooting 
in  May,"  so  that  in  all  probability  I  may  receive  a  reply  when 
the  best  part  of  tho  season  is  passed.  Such  treatment  ia  simply 
persecution,  and  needs  no  comment  from  me. 
"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"ALFKED    SLATER. 
Llanbadoc,  April  3rd,  1873." 

In  June,  3873,  the  subject  of  the  restrictions  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Usk  in  angling  in  the  river  "was 
brought  before  the  members  of  the  Local  Board, 
"when  it  was  unanimously  determined  that  Mr.  J.  H. 
Clark,  the  Chairman,  should  write  to  His  Grace  tho 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  stating  the  dissatisfaction  that 
prevailed  on  account  of  the  few  tickets  issued,  tho 
stringent  rules,  and  the  refusal  of  tickets  to  parties 
who  reside,  and  who  wish  to  reside,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, by  the  Association,  and  to  ask  His  Grace  to 
consent  to  lease  the  portion  of  the  river  over  which 
he  has  control  to  certain  responsible  persons  in  tho 
town,  who  would  exercise  moderation  and  discretion 
in  appropriating  tickets  for  the  general  welfare  of  tho 
inhabitants.  Also,  to  call  His  Grace's  attention  to 
the  9th  Clause  of  the  new  Salmon  Fishery  Bill,  now 
before  the  House,  by  which  water-bailiffs  are  em- 
powered to  enter  and  traverse  upon  the  lands  of 
farmers  bordering  the  river,  and  to  solicit  him  to 
oppose  the  Bill  passing  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

His  Grace  afterwards  leased  his  lights  to  Messrs. 
Alexander  Waddington,  James  Henry  Clark,  and 
James  Jones,  who  at  once  issued  salmon  tickets  at 
21s.  and  trout  tickets  at  5s.  for  the  season  to 
residents  in  the  town  of  Usk.  This  settled  tho 
matter  for  a  time,  but  ultimately  the  Association, 
who  probably  found  the  transfer  of  the  Duko's  fishery 
from  their  control  to  bo  a  very  serioua  inconvenienco 
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to  their  ticket  holders,  consented,  if  the  lessees  of  the 
Duke's  fishery  woHld  relinquish  their  lease,  to  allow 
the  inhabitants  io  have  tickets  on  the  same  terms  on 
that  part  of  the  fishery. 

Writing  to  The  County  Observer,  July  24th,  1873, 
an  "  Uskite  "  says  : — 

"There  has  been  war  on  the  river  !  Anglers,  netters,  and 
brinkers  at  war  !  but  chiefly  between  the  netters  against  the 
brinkers.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  desired  in  a  liberal 
manner  to  join  the  amusements  of  his  family  with  the  interests 
of  his  neighbours  and  the  inhabitants  of  Usk.  He  is  for 
concession  and  goodwill  to  all." 

On  the  date  of  the  above  letter  a  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  local  nevrspaper  that  "  The  officials 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  netted  the  river  on 
Monday  between  the  Weir  at  Trostrey  and  the 
Railway  Bridge  at  Usk.  Eighty-seven  salmon  were 
taken,  weighing  upwards  of  four  hundred  weight." 

An  "  Inhabitant  "  a  fortnight  later  wrote  : — 

"  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Uskite  "  in  his  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  writes :  '  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  desired  in  a 
liberal  manner  to  join  the  amusement  of  his  family  with  the 
interest  of  his  neighbours  and  the  inhabitants  of  Usk.  He  is 
for  concession  and  goodwill  to  all.'  Another  remark  is : 
"Imitate  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.' 

The  above  extracts  allude  to  the  fact  of  His  Grace  having  in 
a  most  liberal  manner  Ita-ed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Usk  his 
rights  of  fishing  on  certain  portions  of  the  river  Usk.  Let  us 
observe  how  this  concession  has  been  met  by  the  Usk  Fishery 
Association.  As  soon  as  it  became  known,  the  Committt-e 
would  seem  to  have  said  to  themselves  :  '  Well,  the  Duke  may 
let  them  have  the  water,  but  we  will  have  the  fish,"  for  in  the 
week  ended  the  27th  ult.,  the  Association  twice  netted  that 
portion  of  the  river  upon  which  the  Duke  of  Beaufort's  tickets 
are  available,  and  has  continued  the  netting  since  then,  but 
leaving  undisturbed  that  part  of  the  river  where  the  tickets 
are  not  available;  The  consequence  is  there  is  scarcely  a  fish 
to  be  seen  on  the  Duke's  property,  and  the  angling  is  a  dead 
letter. 

"Again,  several  gentlemen  went  to  Trostrey  Weir  to  fish, 
and  were  '  ordered  off,'  the  keeper  making  use  of  the  following 
words  :  '  Actison  had  received  instructions  from  Mr.  Berrington 
to  order  off  the  Weir  all  the  Duke  of  Beaufort's  ticket  holders.' 
If  this  order  is  persisted  in,  this  portion  of  the  river  becomes 
useless,  as  it  can  only  be  fished  from  the  Weir. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Editor,  one  or  other  of  the  lessees  will  deem  it 
right  to  communicate  these  facts  to  His  Grace,  and  also  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Pontypool  Park  Estate,  as  I  cannot  believe 
these  gentlemen  are  aware  of  what  is  going  on." 
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RULES  UNDER  WHICH  TICKETS  MAY  BE  ISSUED 
FOR  THE  MONMOUTHSHIRE  DISTRICT.      1889. 
Subject  to  the  Applicants  being  approved  by  the   Committee. 

I. — The  Water  is  divided  into  the  Upper  and  Ijowor  Itoachoa. 
The  Upper  Fishery  consists  of  the  Association  Wiiters  between 
Penpergwm  llaihviiy  Bridge  iind  Tont  Kumuys  (Iho  Chain 
Bridge),  including,  speaking  generally,  the  Clythii  and  I'ant- 
y-Goitre  Fisheries,  and  Tart  of  the  Kemcys  Fishery.  The 
Lower  Fishery  consists  of  the  Association  Waters  between 
Pont  Kemeys  and  Redland  Pool,  and  includes,  speaking 
generally,  the  Trostrey  and  Crown  Fisheries,  and  part  of 
the  Kemeys  Fisheries.  The  Forge  Mill,  Brynderwen,  Lan, 
Monkswood,  and  some  other  smaller  Fisheries  are  not  at 
present  in  the  occupation  of  the  Association.  The  Fishery 
from  off  Trostrey  Weir  is  exclusively  reserved  for  Classes  A, 
B,  and  C.     The  Committee  reserve  the  right  of  Netting. 

2. — All  Applications  for  Season  Tickets  and  Rules  of  the 
Association  must  be  made  to  the  Secretary.  Weekly  and 
Daily  Trout  Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  Usk,  Newport,  New- 
bridge, Abergavenny,  and  Pontypool.  For  one  Trout  rod, 
2s.  6d.  per  day,  or  10s.  per  week. 

3. — Season  Trout  Tickets  will  be  issued  at  One  Guinea  each 
for  the  Upper  Fishery,  and  One  Guinea  each  for  the  Lower 
Fishery, 

4.— Transferable  Season  Trout  Tickets,  to  be  called  House 
Tickets,  and  available  on  both  Fisheries,  may  be  issued  at  £3 
each,  to  j)ersons  residing  in  the  district,  to  be  used  onlj'  by 
friends  visiting  at  the  house  of  the  holder,  such  friends  not 
being  residents  in  the  County  of  Monmouth. 

5. — The  Committee  reserve  the  right  to  issue  four  trans- 
ferable Season  Salmon  Tickets  (Class  A),  at  present  held  by 
Lord  Tredegar,  Mr.  Berrington,  Col.  Lyne,  and  Mr.  Reginald 
Herbert,  and  also  to  issue  other  similar  Tickets  by  way  of 
arrangement  with  landowners  and  others.  A  transferable 
Ticket  can  only  be  transferred  by  the  holder  or  his  recognized 
agent,  and  not'  by  any  person  to  whom  he  may  have  lent  it, 
or  for  any  pecuniary  consideration. 

6.— Fifteen  non-transferable  Season  Salmon  Tickets  at  £2.5 
each  for  the  Upper  Fishery,  and  fifteen  non-transferable  Season 
Salmon  Tickets  at  £25  each  for  the  Lower  Fishery,  will  be 
issued  to  Members  of  the  Association.  Clas"  B  Tickets  on 
the  Lower  Water  will  be  subject  to  the  beat  system. 

7.— Three  non-transferable  Salmon  Day  Tickets,  available  on 
Beats  X,  Y,  Z,  respectively  of  the  Lower  Fishery  (Class  C) 
will  he  placed  with  Mr.  Edwards,  Chemist,  Usk.  A  book  is 
to  be  kept  on  the  counter  open  to  the  inspection  of  all  comers, 
and  any  person  may  claim  to  have  his  name  entered  on  such 
book  as  engaging  one  of  such  Tickets  for  any  day  or  days  not 
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already  occupied,  on  payment  of  the  price  of  the  Tickets,  and 
not  otherwise.  Provided  that  no  person  can  engage  Tickets 
for  more  than  three  consecutive  days  before  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  last  of  such  days  ;  and  no  person  can  engage  a 
Ticket  for  more  than  twenty-one  days  before  the  date  for 
which  it  is  required.  The  Distributor  must  enter  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  engage  to  take  Tickets  in  the  book,  and  will 
be  answerable  for  the  price  of  the  Ticket  for  every  name 
entered,  in  addition  to  any  other  Ticket  he  may  sell.  .  The 
price  for  Class  C  Tickets  will  be  10s.  per  day.  Two  similar 
Tickets,  available  on  the  Upper  Fishery,  will  be  placed — one 
with  Mr.  Seargeant,  Abergavenny,  and  one  with  Mr.  Edwards, 
Chemist,  Usk. 

8. — Tickets  (Class  D)  may  be  granted  to  angle  for  Salmon 
between  the  Stable  of  the  Old  Mill,  at  Trostrey,  and  the 
County  Bridge,  at  Usk  (the  field  belonging  to  Col.  McDonnell 
and  any  private  gardens  excepted),  at  20s.  for  the  season,  to 
lona  fide  residents  in  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Fishery  District, 
within  the  County  of  Monmouth  ;  and  for  Trout,  between  the 
Stable  of  the  Old  Mill,  at  Trostrey,  and  Pont  Sampit  (with 
the  same  exemptions),  at  5s.  for  the  season.  Such  Tickets  can 
be  obtained  at  Usk  and  Pontypool. 

9. — All  Salmon  Tickets  include  the  right  of  angling  for 
other  Fish  during  the  Trout  Season,  subject  to  these  Eules. 

10. — Season  Tickets  for  Salmon  or  Trout  will  only  be  issued 
on  receipt  of  the  money  bj'  the  Secretary,  J.  A.  Lyne,  West- 
gate  Chambers,  Newport,  Mon.,  except  under  Eule  b. 

11. — A  list  will  be  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  all  the  applicants 
for  Class  B  Season  Tickets,  with  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the 
application. 

12. — If  any  gentleman  who  has  hitherto  held  a  Ticket,  or  to 
whom  one  has  been  offered,  neglects  to  apply  for  a  fresh  one 
before  the  1st  day  of  January  in  each  Season,  and  to  paj'  for 
it  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  it  cannot  be  reserved  for  him. 

13. — A  Ticket  once  issued  cannot  be  transferred  to  another 
name  or  exchanged,  but  if  from  any  cause  a  Ticket  shall 
become  no  longer  available,  the  Secretary  may  issue  an 
additional  Ticket  of  the  same  class  and  at  the  same  price. 

14. — Except  below  the  Bridge  at  Newbridge,  no  fishing 
except  fair  rod  and  line  angling,  and  no  night  line  or  night 
lobworm  fishing  is  allowed  ;  no  fishing  for  Salmon  except  with 
artificial  fiy,  and  no  spinning  or  worm  fishing  for  Trout,  on 
the  Salmon  Catches. 

15. — No  gaff  shall  be  used  as  auxiliary  to  rod  and  line,  or 
had  in  possession  on  the  river  side  by  an  angler  or  his  assistant, 
before  the  Ist  of  May,  and  all  persons  fishing  are  required  to 
supply  themselves  with  landing  nets  in  lieu  thereof. 

16. — Except  by  special  order  of  the  Committee  no  angling 
is  allowed  on  any  part  of  the  Association  Waters,  except  the 
Limited  Waters,  before  8  a.m.    In  the  event  of  two  or  more 
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gentlemen  bcinp:  at  a  Catch  at  8  a.m..  thoy  Bhall  draw  lota  for 
the  first  turn.  When  two  or  more  Tickot  lloldors  moot  ut  a 
Catch  at  tho  hour  proscribed  for  commencing  to  fish,  any 
one  of  them  who  had  tho  first  fishing  of  that  Catch  on  tho 
previous  day  shall  give  way.  No  angling  ia  allowed  after  1) 
p.m.  During  tho  months  of  Juno  and  July  tho  hour  of  10 
p.m.  shall  be  substituted  for  9  p.m.  All  Tickets  expire  after 
the  evening  of  Nov.  Ist. 

17. — The  Season  for  Trout  angling  commences  oa  tho  15th 
of  February,  and  ends  on  tho  30th  September  inclusive. 

18. — The  Season  for  Salmon  angling  commences  on  tho  2nd 
of  April,  and  ends  on  tho  1st  November  inclusive. 

19. — Ticket  holders  are  required  to  show  their  Tickets  and 
Licenses  when  requested  to  do  so. 

20. — The  River  is  divided  into  different  Catches,  and  tho 
Keepers  are  provided  with  cards  on  which  the  name  of  each 
Catch  is  printed.  No  Angler  shall  occupy  a  Catch  whilst 
another  is  waiting  to  fish  it  for  more  than  half-an-hour,  tho 
time  spent  in  playing  a  Fish  not  to  bo  counted.  Anglers  to 
take  precedence  in  the  order  of  their  arrival.  An  Angler  may 
fish  after  another  at  not  less  than  25  yards  distance  without 
giving  previous  notice,  when  the  man  in  front  may  only  fish 
the  Catch  again  by  commencing  behind  all  those  who  were 
following  him.  In  the  event  of  a  Fish  being  hooked,  all  other 
rods  must  give  way.  In  the  part  of  the  Iliver  in  which  there 
are  concurrent  rights  of  Fishery,  these  Rules  only  apply  to 
gentlemen  holding  Association  Tickets. 

21. — Any  Ticket  Holder  selling  his  Fish,  or  lending  his 
Ticket,  or  acting  contrary  to  these  Rules,  or  violating  any  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  preservation  of  Fish,  or  any  Bye-law  of 
the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  District,  or  conducting  him- 
self in  a  manner  unbecoming  a  gentleman,  shall  forfeit  his 
Ticket,  and  shall  have  no  further  claim  on  the  Association  or 
its  Officers.  In  all  cases  of  dispute,  or  of  forfeiture  of  Tickets, 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  shall  be  final,  and  Tickets  aro 
only  issued  subject  to  this  condition. 

22. — The  Committee  may  decline  to  grant  or  renew  any 
Ticket  to  any  person,  at  their  discretion. 

23.— The  word  "Salmon"  in  these  Rules  is  to  be  inter- 
preted as  in  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1873. 

24. — Mr.  Hanbury  reserves  the  right  of  angling  for  himself 
personally,  and  the  right  of  giving  previous  notice  to  reserve 
for  any  day  the  exclusive  right  of  angling  for  Salmon,  on  any 
one  of  the  continuous  Catches  of  the  Crown  Fishery,  as  they 
are  numbered  from  61  to  97  inclusive,  on  the  Card  of  Catches, 
for  himself  and  friends  staying  at  Pontypool  Park  ;  also  three 
Tickets  for  the  Crown  Fishery,  transferable  by  himself  to  hia 
friends,  but  not  transferable  by  them. 

25.— No  Ticket  Haider  on  the  Association  Waters  is  allowed 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  dog. 

26.— Sunday  fishing  is  prohibited  on  tho  Aseociation  Wateri. 
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1888. 
WATERS    OF    THE    UNITED     USK    ASSOCIATION. 

(Monmouthshire    District.) 


List  of  SALMON  CATCHES  for  the  purpose  of  Rule  20,  and 
How  to  be  Fished. 


The  Association  do  not  guarantee  the  entire  accuracy  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  the  Water,  which  must  be  ascertained  by  Ticket  Holders. 


Right  Bank. 

The  Association 
Water  commen- 
ces one  field  be- 
low Penpergwm 
Railway  Bridge. 
An  unenclosed 
portion  of  Llan- 
gattock  Glebe 
marked  by  an 
old  thorn  hedge 
intervenes  be- 
tween Catches  1 
and  2,  and  con- 
tinues to  Notice 
Board. 


UPPER    FISHERY. 


Llanover  Brook. 


1.  LLANGATTOCK  CHURCH. 
Right 

2.  BRYN  STREAM. 

Right.    From  Notice  Board  to 
Poplar. 

3.  LOWER  BRVN. 

Right.    To  Line  of  Lower  Pence 
of  Arable  Field  on  Left  Bank 

4.  NEW  MEADOW  STREAM. 
Either.  To  Seat  opposite  Poplars 

5.  UPPER  BLACK  STREAM. 
Either.    To  Seat. 

6.  LOWER  BLACK  STREAM. 
Either.  To  Fence  on  Right  Bank 

and  Post  on  Left  Bank. 

7.  BLACK  POOL. 

Either.    To  Posts. 

8.  THE  ISLAND. 

Either.    To  Posts. 

9.  UPPER  LLWYN. 

Either,    To  ieat. 

10.  CORNER  POOL. 

Either.    To  Seat  and  Post. 

11.  LOWER  CORNER  POOL.    . 

Right. 

12.  CLYTHA  ROOKERY. 
Either.    To  Llanover  Brook. 

13.  PANT-Y-GOITRE 

ROOKERY. 
Either.    To  Post  at  Rock. 

14.  LOWER  ROOKERY. 
Either. 

15.  PANT-Y-GOITRE  BRIDGE. 
Right.    Or  from  Bridge. 

16.  BRIDGE  STREAM. 
Right.   As  far  as  it  can  be  waded 

17.  LLANGWILIM. 
Right.    ToABliIree. 


Left  Bank. 


Association  Wa- 
ter commences 
at  the  Bryn  Pool 


One  Arable  Field 
of  Llangattock 
Glebe  intervenes 


Here  intervenes 
cue  Field  of 
Kemeys  Glebe 
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Right  Bank. 


It  is  a  mistake 
to  wade  too 
deeply  on  the 
Llwyn  and  Swan 


Wading  at  the 
Turnpool  re- 
quires caution. 


Llanvair  BrookJ 


Pont  Kemeys. 


18.  lo\vt:r  txant.wilim. 

Either.    To  Wlru  Kuncu  on  Right 
Bunk. 

19.  PLANTATION 

Either.   As  far  as  it  can  be  waded 
from  Right  Bank. 

20.  YNS-Y-OnR.<?. 
Right.    To  Fence. 

21.  LOWER  LLWYV. 
Either.    To  First  Seat. 

22.  LOWER  LLWYN  STREAM. 
Either.    To  Second  Post. 

23.  LLWYN  CORNER. 
Kiglit.  Until  Wading  commences 

24.  UPPER  SWAN. 
Either.    To  Rock. 

25.  MIDDLE  SWAN  (STREA^I) 
Either.    To  Turnpool. 

2G.  LOWER  SWAN. 
Either. 

27.  WEAVER'S  ROCK. 
Right. 

23.  WEAVER'S  STREAJL 
Either.    To  Elms. 

20.  WEAVER'S  POOL. 
Either.    To  Watering  Place  on 
Right  Bank. 

SO.  UPPER  CHURCH  MEADOW 
Either.   To  Last  Fence  of  Clytha 

31.  LOWER  CHURCH  MEADOW 
Right.     To  Mouth  of  Llanvair 

Brook. 

32.  TIPPER  LLANVAIR  GLEBE 
Right.    To  Line  of  Lowest  Syca- 
more on  Left  Bank. 

33.  UPPER  POirND. 
Left.    Opposite  32. 

34.  LOWER  LLANVAIR  GLEBE 
Right.    To  Fence  above  Larches 

35.  FORGE  STREAM. 
Either.    Below  the  Weir  to  Post 

39.  GLANUSK. 
Right.    To  Plantation. 

40.  UPPER  LLYN-Y-LLADEON 
Right.    To  Seat. 

41.  LOWE'R  LLYN-Y-LLADRON 
Right.    To  Fence  on  Right  Bank 

42.  ROCK  STREAM. 
Right.    To  Seat 

43.  ROCK  POOL, 
Either 


Loft  Bank. 
Uure  Intfirronea 
OardeniatLlaa- 
gwllini. 


Ffrwd  Brook. 


Clawr  Brook. 


Chain  Brldgei 
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LOWER    FISHERY. 


Bight  Bank. 

The  Duke  of 
Beaufort's  fish- 
ery intervenes 
from  Old  Pandy 
Mill  to  the  Bind- 
ing. 


Uik  Bridge 


44.  LLWYN  HIR 
Right. 

45.  UPPER  PANDY. 
left. 

46.  MIDDLT!!  PANDY. 

Left.    Opposite  Old  Pandy  Mill. 

47.  LOWER  PANDY. 
Left.    Below  Ford. 

48.  BESOM  PITCH. 

From    Boat.      From    Fence   to 
Fence  on  Left  Bank. 

49.  THE  BINDING. 
-Lett 

50.  TBORTREY  POUND. 
From  Boat. 

51.  TROSTREY  WEIR. 
Right. 

fi2.  WEIR  POOL. 

Either. 

53.  THE  WHIBBS. 

Right. 

R4.  THE  WITHY  BED, 

Either. 

55.  THE  GARCOED. 

Either. 

56    LLYK-Y-COED. 

Either. 

57.  UPPER  PRIORAS. 
Big><t. 

58.  LOWER  PRIORAS. 
Left. 

59.  HARRY  GILES'S. 
Either 

60.  TWM  BICCA. 
From  Boat. 

/Bl.  BELL  POOL. 
/  Left. 

62.  BELL  POOL. 

Right. 
I  63.  FLAX  POOL. 
/  Either. 
(  64.  PEN-Y-LLYN. 

Either. 

65.  UPPER  ROAD  POOL. 
Left. 

66.  MIDDLE  ROAD  POOL. 
Either. 

\67    LOWER  ROAD  POOL. 
Either. 

'68.  UPPER  PARKER'S  HOLE. 
Either. 

69.  LOWER  PARKER'S  HOLE. 
Either. 

70.  BOAT  CATCH. 
Bight. 

71.  ORCHARD. 
Bight. 

72.  PENCARREG. 
Either.  To  Post. 

73.  LOWER  PENCARREG, 
^£i(Uer.  Below  fost, 


Left  Bank 


V%k  Bridge 
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Right  Bank. 


Llangibby  Brook 


/74.  RAIL-Y-DEERY. 
'  Either. 

75.  BATT'S  HOLE. 
Right. 

76.  COED-Y-PRIOR. 
Right. 

77.  COEDY-PRIOR. 
Left. 

,  78.  LADY  POOL. 
\Right. 

79.  UPPER  CROW; 
Left.    To  Post. 

80.  LOWER  CROW. 
Left. 

81.  LWNCH. 
Either. 

82.  LOWER  LWNCH 
Right. 

83.  RAICH. 
/Either. 

(84.  LOWER  RAICH. 
Left. 

85.  DRAIN. 
/  Either. 

86.  UPPER  SIGN. 
Either.    To  Post. 

87.  UPPER  SIGN. 
Either.    Below  Post. 


,88.  LOWER  SIGN. 
Right.    To  Post. 

89.  LO'W'ER  SIGN. 
Right.    Below  Post, 

90.  DRAETH. 
Right. 

91.  REECH. 
Either. 

92.  STONE  WALL. 
Either. 

93.  VOULAN. 
Right. 

94.  BRIDGE  STREAM. 
Right.    To  Post, 

95.  BRIDGE  POOL. 

Either, 

96.  LLYSTYN. 
Left, 

97.  POOL  GARDNER. 

^Either. 


Left  Dank. 


Olwajr  Brook 


Afly  one  of  the  portions  bracketed-(BlG:)  (68-'3)  (-4-78)  79-82)  (83-87) 
ttS-grj-U  liable  to  bo  reserved  for  Mr,  Hanbury,  for  any  day. 
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The  Ancient  Bridge. 

Formerly  a  wooden  Bridge  crossed  tlie  river  nearly 
opposite  Llanbaddock  Churcb,  tor  which  the  present 
one  was  substituted.  The  following  old  document 
connected  with  the  present  bridge  was  probably 
drawn  up  between  the  years  1746  and  1752,  as  some 
of  the  parties  whose  names  are  attached  to  it  died 
about  the  last  mentioned  year,  and  >Sir  Leonard 
"Williams,  of  Llangibby  (the  last  of  the  baronetsin 
the  family),  died  at  Usk,  in  1758.  Sir  Leonard 
Williams  and  Sir  Charles  Hanbury- Williams  at  that 
time  owned  a  large  portion  of  Usk. 

The  Petition. 

"  To  his  Excellency,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury- Williams, 

Knight  of  the  Bath. 

"  The  humble  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
I'own  and  Burrough  of  Uske. 

*'  Your  humble  petitioners  beg  leave,  with  the 
greatest  deference  and  respect,  and  in  the  most  sincere 
and  submissive  manner,  to  congratulate  your  Excel- 
lency upon  your  safe  and  happy  arrival  at  Colebrooke ; 
and  it  affords  us  the  greatest  pleasure  imaginable  to 
find  (by  the  informations  we  have  received)  that  your 
Excellency  is  so  hearty  and  well,  after  so  great  a 
fatigue  of  business. 

"  And  we  beg  leave  to  represent  unto  your 
Excellency,  that  the  said  Town  and  Burrough  of 
Usk  is  an  ancient  Corporation,  and  that  the  public 
Wooden  Bridge  in  the  said  town  over  the  river  of 
Usk,  by  reason  of  the  heavy  carriages,  great  floods 
happening  in  the  same  river,  and  the  carriage  of 
lime  and  coal  by  farmers,  passing  over  and  across  the 
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said  Bridge,  the  same  had  lately  gone  very  much  im 
decay,  and  into  a  most  ruinous  condition. 

"  That,  according  to  the  well-known  laws  of  our 
country,  your  Petitioners  ought,  in  justice,  to  have 
contribution  from  the  County,  towards  repairing, 
supporting,  and  maintaining  the  said  Publick  Bridge ; 
but,  to  the  great  hardship  of,  and  burthen  upon,  your 
Petitioners,  they  have  always  hitherto  been  obliged, 
entirely  at  their  own  expense,  to  repair  and  maintain 
the  same,  without  receiving  the  least  contribution  ; 
and  to  add  to  this  injustice,  your  Petitioners  are 
obliged  to  pay  and  contribute  largely  towards  other 
bridges,  which,  with  other  heavy  taxes  and  burthens 
upon  this  poor  deserted  Corporation,  your 
Petitioners  are  thereby  greatly  injured  and  oppressed. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  having,  for  a  long  series  of 
time,  groaned  under  these  hardships  and  difficulties, 
and  not  being  able,  by  any  ways  or  means  whatever, 
to  get  rid  of  so  great  a  burthen,  your  Petitioners 
caused  a  survey  of  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
said  Bridge  to  be  made  by  some  experienced  work- 
men, who  reported  that  it  was  impracticable,  and 
beyond  skill  to  keep,  support,  and  amend  the  same, 
and  that  a  new  bridge  must  be  built,  your  Petitioners 
were,  therefore,  advised  to  have  a  stone  bridge  built 
which  your  Petitioners  very  much  approved  of,  but 
■were  satisfyed  that  they  were  quite  unable  to  do  so, 
without  the  kind  assistance  of  some  generous,  well- 
disposed  and  benevolent  persons. 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  under  these  circumstances, 
willing  to  do  everything  in  their  power  towards 
carrying  on  so  good  a  work,  a  plan  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  building  such  a  Stone  Bridge 
(amounting  to  £980)  were  made  and  drawn  up.  But 
your  Petitioners  being  sensible  they  were  utterly 
unable  of  themselves  to  raise  any  such  sum  of  money, 
your  Petitioners  were  therefore,  advised  and  en- 
couraged to  set  a  General  Subscription  on  foot,  and 
to  make  their  application  to  all  benevolent  and  well- 
disposed  persons,  and  in  particular  to  his  late  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  late  Lord  Windsor,  each  of 
Yfhom  became  Subscribers,  as  likewise  several  worthy 
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Gentlemen  of  this  County  (whose  names,  ■with  the 
sums  they  subscribed,  your  Petitioners  humbly  beg 
leave  to  annex  and  make  part  of  this,  their  Petition), 
and  your  Petitioners,  have,  thereby,  met  with  great 
assistance,  particularly  from  your  ExcUencie's  brother, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Capel  Hanbury,  to  whom  we  are,  in 
duty  bound,   to  pray  for  his  great   generosity  and 
goodness  in  divers  matters  relative  to  the  said  Bridge, 
and  entering  into  a  contract  with  an  undertaker,  for 
the    building    and   compleating   the    same,    that   in 
consequence  thereof,  the  Builder  hath  made  so  great 
a  progress  therein,  it  is  apprehended  the  Bridge  will 
be  quite  completed  before  the  end  of  this  summer, 
which  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  and  utility  to  all 
persons  in  general  travelling  this  road,  and  in  parti- 
cular, to  your  disti-essed  petitioners. 
"  Therefore,     your     Petitioners,    sensible    of    your 
Excellencie's  well  known  generosity,  and  goodness, 
have  taken  the  liberty,  in  this  manner,  to  petition 
your  Excellency  for  your  kind  relief  and  assistance 
in   the   premisses,    and  your  Petitioners  humbly 
hope,  and  earnestly  entreat  your  Excellency,  that 
you  would   be   graciously   pleased  to   become   a 
Subscriber    towards    compleating    so   good    and 
publick  an  undertaking. 

"AND  YOUR  PETITIONERS,  AS  IN  DUTY  BOUND,  SHALL 
EVER  PRAY,  &C. 

Thomas  Lewis  William  Williams. 


Phillip  Powell. 
Phill.  Reese. 
W.   Green. 
Thos.  Williams 
John  Watkins. 
W.  Thomas. 
Leonard  Williams. 
Abed.  Pritchard. 
Dd.  Lewis. 

Edward  Prothero,  jun. 
Wm.  Shepard. 
Valentine  Watkins. 


J.  Marshall. 
Regd.  Williams. 
Richd.  Jones. 
William  George. 
John  Harris. 
Wm.  West. 
Phill.  Morgan 
Wm.  Evans. 
Rd.  Holey. 
Richd.  Shepai-d. 
Wm.  Nicholas. 
James  Shepard. 


Sir  Charles  Hanburt-Williams. 
"  By  Order  £20.'[ 
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The  Present  Bridge. 
^  A  substatitial  stono  brideo  of  fivo  arnhos  spans  flio 
river  Usk  at  the  foot  of  the  principal  Htrcot.  ThiH 
bridgfe  was  formerly  very  narrow  and  stoop,  and 
accidents  woro  of  rather  frequent  oocurronco  from 
the  meeting:  of  vehicles,  there  boinrj  barely  Buflicirnt 
•width  for  one  carriapfo  to  pass  another  between  tho 
kerb  stones  projecting  from  the  parapets ;  and  boinjj 
destitute  of  footways,  foot  passenf^ers,  on  the  meeting 
of  vehicles,  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  tho 
recesses  formed  on  the  piers  to  avoid  injury.  At 
this  period  the  bridoje  was  kept  in  repair  by  tho  town, 
and  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  tho 
structure  would  some  day  be  entirely  swept  away  by 
the  force  of  the  water  during  floods,  which  were  fre- 
quent during  the  rainy  season.  In  the  year  IB.'B.'),  in 
consequence  of  the  wheels  of  a  waggon  coming  in 
contact  with  one  of  the  kerb  stones,  a  man  was 
thrown  from  the  top  of  a  load  of  hay  into  the  river 
and  killed.  This  and  other  accidents  induced  tho 
Magistrates  in  Sessions  assembled,  to  take  the  state 
of  the  bridge  into  consideration.  They  consented  to 
take  the  repairs  of  the  bridge,  and  its  approaches  for 
one  hundred  yards  in  extent,  upon  the  County,  pro- 
vided a  sum  of  money  was  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Usk  and  Llanbaddock  to  the  County  Treasurer.  It 
was  ultimately  arranged  to  pay  the  sum  of  £200,  which 
was  raised  between  the  parishes,  and  it  became  a 
County  bridge.  In  1836  it  was  widened  four  feet 
each  side,  and  Mr.  Morgan  Thomas,  of  Laleston, 
Glamorganshire,  had  the  contract.  The  extension 
enabled  paved  footpaths  to  be  laid  down,  and  tho 
approaches  were  filled  up  to  render  the  ascent  more 
easy. 
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Roman   Encampments. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Usk  are  several  ancient  Roman 
Encampments.  One  in  Craig-y-Gaercyd,  abont  two 
miles  from  the  town,  on  the  east  of  the  Pontypool 
Road,  and  over-hanging  the  river,  has  entrenchments 
in  some  places  30  feet  deep,  with  several  tumuli, 
withlu  the  area  of  from  15  to  20  feet  in  height.  Two 
other  camps  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
east  of  the  high  road  to  Abergavenny,  that  of  Camp- 
WOOD,  two  miles  from  the  town,  near  Upper  Llancayo, 
on  the  common  of  Gwehelog,  is  of  an  oval  shape, 
enclosed  by  a  single  fosse  and  vallum,  700  yards  in 
circumference,  overgrown  with  wood. 

The  encampment  of  Coed-t-Buntdd  is  upon  the 
summit  of  a  commanding  eminence  at  Clytha,  five 
miles  from  Usk,  on  the  right  of  the  road  shortly 
before  arriving  at  the  gateway  of  Clytha  Court.  It 
is  480  yards  in  circumference.  The  west  and  north 
sides  are  precipitous,  bounded  by  one  entrenchment ; 
the  other  sides  are  fortified  by  triple  ditches  and 
ramparts.  The  entrance  is  covered  by  a  tumulus, 
and  some  foundations  of  towers  at  each  end  may 
still  be  traced.  It  was  originally  strengthened  with 
walls.  The  west  side  overlooks  the  Usk,  and 
commands  a  beautiful  view  of  the  north  parts  of  the 
County. 

A  tumulus  is  also  to  be  seen  in  the  grounds  of 
Beech  Hill,  and  another  at  Twyn  Bell,  in  the  parish 
of  Llanbaddock,  Other  large  camps  are  to  be  seen  on 
Tymwar,  or  Great  House  Farm,  in  the  parish  of 
LlansoT,  which  overlooks  the  valley  of  the  Olway 
brook  extending  to  Llandenny  and  Raglan,  and 
another  at  the  Gaervawr  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch, 
near  the  Golden  Hill,  on  the  Chepstow  road. 
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PRESENTATION  WINDOW 
TO  THE  VICAR. 


In  June  1889,  it  was  suggested  that  a  Subscrip- 
tion be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  placing  a  Stained 
Glass  Window  in  Usk  Church,  by  the  Parishioners 
and  Friends  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Cattley  Baker,  as 
a  mark  of  regard  and  esteem,  and  also  in  comme- 
moration of  his  indefatigable  labour  and  zealous 
endeavours  for  the  good  of  the  Parish  during  the 
last  30  years. 

The  Rev.  William  Jones,  Curate,  and  ilcssrs. 
J.  H.  Clark  and  James  Davies,  Churchwardens,  took 
measures  to  raise  the  required  sum,  and  their  ex- 
pectations were  more  than  realized  by  the  ready 
response  to  their  applications. 

SUBSCRIBERS 

£    s.   d. 
Addis,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Usk  ...  ...     o  lo    o 

Alexander,  — ,  Esq.,  Goytre     ...  ...     0106 

Alexander,  Charles  A.,  Esq.,  Bristol        ...     i      i     o 
Arthur,  Miss  Caroline,  Usk    ...  ...050 

Biggs,  Mr.  John,  Oldwell,  Penylan,  Cardiff     i     o     o 
Billingham,  Mr.  John,    Usk     ...  ...050 

Bosanquet,  S.  C.'Esq.,  Dingestow   Court     i      i     o 
Bosworth,  Mrs.  Caroline  ...  ...     o     5     o 

Byrde,  Mrs.  C.  Usk  ...  ...020 

Cadwallader,  Mrs.  E.  H.,  Littleton         ...     i     o    o 
Charles,    Mr.  John,  Usk  ...  ...076 

Cherry,  Mr.  John  Tempest,  Usk  ...     i     o     o 

Clark,  ]\Ir.  &  Mrs.  James  Henry,  Usk    ...     i     i     o 
Clark,  Miss,  Usk  ...  ...050 

Clark,  Miss  Blanche,  Usk         ...  ...050 

Clark,   Miss,   Chepstow  ...  ...040 

21  c. 
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£    S.    d. 
ColHs,  Mrs.,  Killiney,  Ireland  ... 
Dacey,  Mr.  John,   Usk 
Davies,  Mrs.  Oliver,  Usk 
Davies,   Mr.  Joseph,  Bank,   Usk 
Davies,  Mrs.  James,  Usk 
Davies,  Mrs,  Henry,  Usk 
Davies,  Mr.  Wm.,   Woodbine,  Usk 
Davies,  Mrs.  Arthur,    Usk 
Davis,  Mrs.,    Gosport 
Davis,   The  Misses  Lucy  &  Elsie 
Dibbins,  Mrs.,  and  others 
Dunn,  Mrs.  Jane  N..  The  Willows,  Usk... 
Dunning,  Mr.  H.,  Usk 
Edmunds,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George,   Usk 
Edwards,  Mr.  Frank  Dunn,   Usk 
Eleanor,  Deaconess,   Rhiw  Castell,  Usk 
Eliot,  Rev.  W.  N.  G.,  Panteg  ... 
Freer,  Mrs.   . . 
Friend 
Friend 

Frost,  Mrs.  Adam,  Newport 
Gething,    Mrs.  W.  B.,  The  Cedars 
Gill,  Miss,  Cheltenham 
Gray,  Miss  Emily,  Usk 
Griffin,  Mr.  Henry  C,  Usk 
Gumm,  Mrs.,  Usk 
Harding,  Mr.  C.  F.,   Usk 
Harris,    Mr.  Fenton  George,    Usk 
Hart,  Mrs.,  Worcester  Cottage,   Usk 
Irving,   Rev.  J.W.,   Newport  Pagnell 
Jenkins,  Mrs.,  Tredegar 
Jones,  Rev.  J.,  Cynddyan 
Jones,  Rev.  William,    Usk    ... 
Jones,  Mrs.  Mary,  Usk 
Jones,  Mr.  James,    Usk 
Jones,  Mrs.,  (Tan  Yard) 
Jones,  Mr.  John,  Bedford 
Keats,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James,  Usk 
King  and  Co.,  Gloucester 
Lawrence,  David,  Esq.,  Porthycarne,  Usk 
Lake,  Master  Willie,    Usk 
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Lewis,  ]Mrs.,  Baron  Street,  Usk 
Lewis,    Mrs.  John,   Church  Street 
Long,  Miss,   Usk 
]\Iarsh,  Miss,    Monmouth 
Marsh  Miss  Susan,  Monmouth 

Marshall,  Mrs.  A.,  Monmouth      

Mason,  ]\Irs.,  Usk 

Matthews,  I\Iiss,    Gwehelog 

Matthews,    Miss  Clara  .  . 

Mattick,  Mr.  Joseph,  Usk 

Merrett,  i\Ir.  William,  Liverpool 

Merrett,  The  Misses,   Usk 

Messor,  I\Irs.,  and  a  friend,   Usk 

Miller,  Mrs.  &  xMiss,  Usk 

Miller,  .Air.  &  .Airs.  C.  L.,  Usk 

Morgan,  Hon.  F.  C,  Ruperra  Castle 

]\Iorgan,  Sergt.   (the  late) 

Morgan,  Mr.  T.  David,  Hereford 

Morgan,  M.  S.,  Mamhilad 

IMorgan,  INIiss  B. 

]\Iorgan,  Miss 

Morgan,  Mrs.  C. 

Morgan,  Mr.  R.,  Church  Street 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Ann,  Usk 

Mortimer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.,    Usk 

Mundy,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George,  Usk 

Mundy,  William  &:  George,  Usk 

Nicholl,  George  Whitlock,  Esq.  The  Ham   lo 

Nicholl,  Miss,  Lantwit  Major 

Nixon,  Mr.  J.  R.,    Usk 

Paine,  ]\Irs.  James  Usk 

Parker,  James,  Esq.,  Usk 

Parker,  Miss,  Usk 

Parker,  Mr  Richard,  Rhadvr 

Phillips,  W.  W.,  Esq.,  Raglan 

Phillips,  Mrs.  William,  Usk 

Phillips,  Miss  Helen,   Llanbadoc 

Phillips,    Miss    Mary,        ditto 

Phillips,  Miss  A.  M.  S.     ditto 

Price,  Mrs.,  Riverside,  Usk 

Priestley,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Usk 

Price,  Rev.  Wm.,  Llangwin  Vicarage 
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Price,  Mrs.  Jane,  Baron  Street,  Usk 

Prothero,  Mrs.  Usk 

Rees,  Rev.  H.,    Llandogo 

Rees,    Mr.  Thomas,    Usk 

Rees,  Mr.  Thomas,  jun.,   Usk 

Reynolds,  Mrs.,    Usk 

Roberts,  Miss,    Usk 

Roberts,  Miss  Eliza,  Kensington 

Roberts,  Miss  Harriet,    Kensington 

Roberts,  Miss  E.  C,  Usk 

Roberts,  Mrs.  William,  Usk 

Roberts,  Miss  E.,  ditto 

Roberts,  Mrs.  William,  jun. 

Rogers,  Mr.  Richard  A.,  Usk 

Salusbury,  Rev.  C.  T.,  Tredunnock 

Satchell,  Mr.  Richard,  Llanbadoc 

Seal,  Mrs.     ... 

Shepardson,  Mrs.,  Monkswood 

Sims,  Mrs.,  Usk 

Skipp,  Mr.  T.  Usk    (the  late) 

Skinner,  T.  M.  Esq.,  Monmouth  . . 

Smith,  Mr.  George,    Usk 

Smith,  Mrs.  Ann,  Usk 

Spencer,  Mr.,  Graigolway 

Stephens,  Mr.  W.  E.  &  Mrs.,  Usk 

Symonds,   Mr. 

Taylor,  Mrs. 

Thomas,    Mr.  Rees,   Victoria  Villa 

Trotman,  Mrs.,    Llanbadoc 

Voyce,  Mr.  C,  The  Rosary,  Usk 

Wyatt,  Lady,  Dimlands,   Glamorgan 

Watkins,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Usk 

West,  Miss  Jane 

West,  Misses  S.  &  L. 

Wilks,  Mr.  W.,  Goytrey 

Williams,  P.  A.,  Esq.,  The  Helmaen 

Williams,  Mrs.  Anne 

Williams,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward,   Llanusk... 

Wise,  Mrs. 

Wood,  Mr.  Wm.,  Pontypool 

Workman,  Mr.  W. 

Wyatt,  O.  A.,  Esq.,  Monmouth 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  tbo  Donors  that  notliinjj 
could  have  afforded  moru  j^ratilication  to  tho  kind- 
hearted  Vicar  than  tlio  project  adopted.  Tho 
following  extract  from  tho  Vicar's  letter  to  tho 
promoters  testify  that  no  token  of  esteem  cj)uld  havo 
pleased  him  better  than  a  Stained  Glass  Window  in 
tho  Church  in  which  he  has  so  long  and  faithfully 
oflBciated.     He  says  : — 

"You  may  woU  suppose  that  tho  subject  of  your 
communication  of  yesterday  has  givuii  mo  tho  greutost  possibla 
gratification,  not  only  from  tho  kind  feeling  shewn  towards 
myself,  which  I  so  greatly  value  as  coming  from  those  among 
whom  1  have  so  long  ministered,  and  othur  friends,  but  alHO 
from  the  pleasing  promise  it  holds  out  of  conferring  u  per- 
manent improvement  in  the  Church  of  which  1  have  had  tho 
pastoral  charge  during  the  largest  part  of  my  ministerial  life 
of  nearly  52  years. 

"  You  kindly  ask  my  consent  to  placing  a  Window  in  Uak 
Church.  This  I  am  only  too  happy  to  give  ;  and  you  further 
ask  me  to  '  make  you  acquainted  with  any  preference  1  may 
have  as  to  the  Window. 

In  reply  to  a  further  letter  from  the  promoters 
the  Vicar  wrote  : — 

••  It  would  be  most  gratifying  to  my  feelings  if  this  kind 
act  of  my  friends  were  made  the  occasion  for  doing  what  I 
have  long  wished,  had  it  been  in  my  power,  to  do,  viz.:  pl«c« 
a  Window  in  the  Church  to  tho  honoured  memory  of  those 
departed  ones  so  dear  to  me,  and  whoso  loving  exertions  in  the 
Parish  are  still  held  in  affectionate  remembrance  by  many.  I 
would,  therefore,  propose  as  the  prominent  subject  for  tho 
Window,  a  proper  Eepuesentation  ok  Mabtha  and  Maky  in 
Attendance  on  Ouk  Loud." 


The  Window  was  placed  in  the  South  side  of  tho 
Church  between  the  Pulpit  and  the  Communion 
Table ;  and  a 

SPECIAL   FORM  OF    SERVICE 
for  the  Dedication  took  place  on  the  following  day, 
Wednesday,  December  18th,  1889. 

The  Rev  W.  Jones  (Curate),  Rev.  T.  Hall  (Llau- 
deuny),  and  the  Rev.  W.  N.  G.  Eliot,  R.  D.  (of 
Panteg)  took  ptirt  in  the  service,  which  commenced 
by  the  Choir  singing  Hymn  538  Hymnal  Companion, 
"  Pour  out  Thy  Spii'it  from  on  high,"  followed  by 
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the  Lord's  Prayer.  Mr.  Hall  read  the  Lesson — 
1  Chron.  xxix,,  6-18 — which  was  followed  by  a 
prayer  and  Hymn  42,  "  Lord,  cause  Thy  face  on  us 
to  shine."  The  Rev.  W.  N.  G.  Eliot  having  gone 
to  the  Reading  Desk,  Mr.  James  Henry  Clark  stood 
before  him  and  as  representative  of  the  Donors 
said : — 

"  We  have  caused  a  Window  to  be  placed  in  God's 
House,  and  our  humble  desire  is  that  it  may  be 
dedicated  to  the  Honour  of  God  by  your  prayer, 
according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  custom  of 
this  Church." 

Priest :  "  While  it  remained  was  it  not  thine  own, 
and  before  it  is  given  to  God  was  it  not  in  thine 
own  power  ?  but  when  once  you  give  it  to  God  it 
can  never  be  recalled,  but  it  is  His  for  ever." 

Donor  :  "  We  humbly  desire  He  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  receive  it,  and  that  it  may  remain  His 
own,  for  His  service  and  His  Honor  for  ever." 

After  some  further  prayers,  and  the  singing  of 
Hymn  109,  "  Go,  labour  on ;  spend  and  be  spent," 
the  Rev.  W.  IST.  G.  Eliot  delivered  a  most  appro- 
priate address. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the  Kuriil  Dean  referred  to  the 
beautiful  work  of  our  forefathers  in  the  Churches,  which  were 
decorated  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God.  Time  after  time, 
year  after  year,  he  said,  it  had  been  that  men  with  loving 
hearts  and  skilful  hands  had  planned,  designed,  and  executed 
in  a  marvellous  way  such  works,  so  that  they  spoke  to  them 
that  day  of  their  art  and  skill.  If  they  had  lived  in  the  earlier 
times,  doubtless  they  would  have  seen,  not  perhaps,  such  good 
glass  as  they  had  there  that  day,  but  that  House  of  God  richly , 
painted  and  decorated  to  set  forth  different  rules  for  different 
people  to  grasp.  For  long  it  had  been  put  into  the  hearts  of 
men  and  women  to  dedicate  those  gifts  to  God,  knowing  that 
in  honouring  God's  House  they  were  honouring  God.  The 
rev.  gentleman  then  referred  to  the  great  skill,  wisdom,  and 
power  put  forth  to  this  end  in  the  time  of  King  David.  When 
he  looked  upon  such  a  gift  he  thought  it  had  been  a  preacher 
always  standing — always  sending  forth  some  truth  ;  something 
which,  if  they  had  the  eyes  to  see  and  the  minds  to  understand, 
should  be  to  them  a  continual  feast.  If  the  dedications  of  past 
time  spoke  to  them  of  God's  people  of  old,  surely  a  modern 
Window,  with  its  modern  associations,  spuku  to  them  of  God'ti 
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people  of  these  Jays — of  those  who  were  still  strivinff  to  wnlk, 
it  ini£;ht  bo  ut  a  diatancp,  in  tho  footprints — in  the  footHteps  of 
God's  saints  of  ol(i — who  woro  still  nunintini^  tliat  ladtlur  which 
should  enable  them  at  last  to  plorify  (iod  in  that  "  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  tho  hoavins  "  Those  Rift*  told 
them  of  people  who  had  lived  in  this  penfration,  whom  thoy 
had  known,  whom  they  had  met  in  tho  flesh  and  blood,  whom 
they  had  revered  and  loved.  And,  surely,  if  it  told  them  thii, 
it  might  tell  them  of  thoso  thinsjs  they  had  loved.  That 
Window  reminded  them  of  tho  joy,  the  peace,  and  tho  comfort 
they  received  from  tho  light  of  this  world,  and  led  them  on  to 
think  of  the  Light  of  the  World — to  them  a  source  of  joy  and 
strength.  When  they  looked  at  that  Window,  sjiw  ita  colours, 
and  considered  it  as  a  work,  it  was  but  a  lifeless  thing— merely 
a  picture  ;  but  it  was  the  image  of  the  liamp  of  Light,  and  led 
them  to  think  of  llim  Who  said  Uo  was  tho  "  Light  of  tho 
World."  The  rev.  gentleman  proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  a 
very  proper  commemoration  of  tho  services  of  him  who  had 
been  for  thirty  years  tho  Vicar  of  that  parish,  and  that  it 
fulfilled  the  wish'  of  his  heart.  The  Window  was  not  merely 
to  light  the  story  but  (as  the  old  poet  had  said),  "  doctrine  and 
life,  colour  and  light,  all  in  one  unite." 

The  ai-tists  for  the  Window  were  ^Messrs.  Joseph 
Bell  and  Sons,  of  Collepfe  Green,  Bristol,  and  tho 
execution  of  their  work  gave  gveat  satisfaction. 
The  groups  of  figures  are  brought  out  in  clear  and 
glowing  colours,  whilst  the  architectural  surround- 
ings are  filled  in  witli  great  judgment  and  taste. 
The  Window  is  a  splendid  work  of  art,  and  the  scenes 
it  depicts — incidents  connected  with  our  Loi-d's  lifo 
on  earth,  as  shewn  by  the  inscription  of  the  text 
under  each  of  the  four  principal  panels:  "Mary 
hath  chosen  that  good  part,"  "  The  :N[aster  is  como 
and  calleth  for  thee,"  "  She  arose  and  cometh  unto 
Him,"  and  "  She  hath  done  what  she  could  "—being 
brought  out  with  beautiful  expression,  and  in  tho 
most°choice  colours.  The  three  upper  panels  con- 
tain the  arms  of  the  Charterhouse  School,  where 
the  Vicar  was  educated;  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  matriculated ;  and  the  arms  of 
York,  where  he  was  ordained. 

The  brass  plate  under  the  Window  is  inscribed  :— 
"To  the  Glorv  of  God. 

"  This  Window  was  placed  in  I'sk  Church,  Christmas,  ISS"*, 
by  the  parishioners  and  friends  of  the  llev.  Stephen  Cattley 
Baker,  B.A.,  K.D.,  as  a  token  of  esteem  after  a  pastoral  charge 
of  thirty  years." 
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On  the  following  Sunday  morning  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Baker  (Vicar)  was  the  preacher  at  the  Church  of 
St.  Mary,  Usk.  The  rev.  gentleman  took  for  his 
text  Heb.  xiii.,  17.  "  They  watch  for  your  souls  as 
they  that  must  give  an  account."  After  an  exposi- 
tion of  this  text  and  its  application  to  the  ministry 
under  the  three  heads,  "  Souls,"  "  Watch,"  and 
*'  Give  account,"  the  Vicar  quoted  the  words  of  St. 
Paul,  "  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  to  you  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,"  and  then  proceeded  to  say : — 

Dear  brethren,  parishioners  of  Usk,  this  has  been  my 
aim  among  you.  I  have  desired  to  keep  back  nothing  that 
is  profitable  unto  you,  shewing  you  and  testifying  repent- 
ance towards  God  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
(Acts  XX. ,20,27).  St.  Paul  spoke  these  words  with  reference 
to  a  space  of  only  thiee  years  (verse  31).  "  Watch,"  said  he, 
"  and  remember  that  by  the  space  of  three  years  I  ceased 
not  to  warn  every  one  nigHt  and  day  with  tears."  But  if 
this  great  Apostle  so  felt  and  so  spake  with  reference  to  a 
period  of  three  years,  what  must  mine  be,  a  humble  successor 
in  the  work,  on  a  review  of  ten  times  that  period?— the 
thirty  years  that  I  have  ministered  to  you  in  this  House 
of  God.  This  is  a  period  during  which,  I  may  say,  almost 
all  my  original  congregation  have  passed  away ;  few  and 
far  between  are  those  now  living  who  heard  my  first  sermon, 
and  "I  continue  to  this  day."  I  can  only  say  as  St.  Paul 
himself  did,  "Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?"  I  am 
sometimes  oppressed  with  an  overwhelming  sense  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  responsibility  aod  my  own  ministerial 
insufficiency  in  the  view  of  thye  strict  and  solemn  account  to 
be  rendered  up,  and  the  long  reckoning  for  this  long  period. 
And  you,  my  dear  friends,  who  have  so  kindly  recognized  the 
length  of  my  service  by  what  you  are  good  enough  to  call 
"a  token  of  esteem"  entertained  towards  myself — you  have 
called  forth  anew  this  deep  sense  of  responsibility  which 
the  retrospect  of  so  long  a  period  gives  rise  to,  mingling 
solemnity  with  the  seasonable  joy  of  this  Christmastide. 
Most  grateful  am  I  and  most  pleased  that  you  have 
beautified  our  fine  old  Church  with  so  rich  a  window,  and  in 
a  spot  of  ray  own  choosing,  near  that  of  my  ministrations. 
But  that  you  should  make  this  enduring  ornament  a  Testi- 
monial Window  to  myself  is  a  kindness  and  a  compliment 
that  I  never  could  have  expected,  and  which,  as  far  as  I  know, 
is  very  rarely  shewn  to  a  living  man.  Memorial  Windows 
are,  of  course,  not  unusual  when  any  one  respected  or 
beloved  has  passed  away.  And  now  in  my  77th  year,  this 
solemn  thought  comes  over  me  that  it  cannot  be  long  ere 
this  " TestimoDJal "  Window  will  become  a  "Memorial'' 
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Window  indeed.  And  such,  even  now,  it  may  be  called ; 
for  you,  my  dear  friends,  in  so  kindly  Hllowiiig  mo  to  Beloct 
the  subject,  have  tilled  its  four  lif^hts  with  doNignc  which 
relate  (as  you  say)  "To  the  waiting  of  Martha  and  Rlarr 
upon  our  Lord,"  and  thus  caused  the  Window  to  b«, 
according  to  my  wish,  a  ftlemorial  Window  sacred  to  the 
cherished  memory  of  those  very  dear  to  me,  and  who  bore 
those  names,  Mary  and  Martha  ;  who  not  only  aided  me  and 
encouraged  me  effectually  in  every  ministerial  work,  but 
who  each  by  her  own  good  works,  as  Vicar's  wife,  endeared 
herself  to  so  many  in  the  parish.  What  I  have  first  and 
foremost  to  be  thankful  for  is  the  marvellous  mercy  that 
has  permitted  me  to  give  to  God  and  His  Church  the 
prolonged  service,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  52  years ;  and  that 
He  has  granted  me  on  the  whole  good  health  and  strength 
for  continued  work.  For  this  I  do  thank  Uod  earnestly  and 
daily.  Next  I  offer  my  thanksgivings  to  God  that  after  a 
previous  ministry  of  --'  years,  elsewhere  and  in  this  diocese, 
God  has  spared  me  to  be  your  pastor  for  30  years.  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  it  is  the  length  chiefly  of  this  engage- 
ment in  your  service  that  you  are  now  so  substantially 
recognizing.  For  myself  I  could  be  content  to  be  personally 
forgotten,  if  I  could  be  well  assured  that  there  are  names 
written  in  Heaven  of  some  of  the  parishioners,  who  have 
through  my  ministry  been  brought  to  Christ,  and  who  will 
be  among  those  whom  it  would  be  my  joy  and  crown  to  meet 
in  another  world.  But  you  have  most  kindly  determined 
that  my  name  shall  be  not  quite  lost  sight  of,  but  sometimes 
be  mentioned  after  I  am  gone.  May  such  a  rememl)rance 
of  me,  by  those  now  living,  recall  some  of  the  truths  I  have 
taught,  and  revive  some  of  the  impressions  made,  and  in 
years  to  come  may  my  memory  be  honoured  chiefly  for  the 
sake  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God,  which  in  this  Church 
I  have  so  often  had  the  privilege  of  proclaiming.  And  may 
those  who  come  after  us  be  told  that  the  Vicar  whose  name 
this  Window  keeps  in  remembrance,  was  simply  a  faithful 
servant  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  of  her  Divine  Master 
and  Head  ;  one  who,  in  watching  for  souls,  through  his  long 
ministry  adhered  strictly  to  her  holy  doctrines  and  her 
unchanged  ritual ;  and  who,  unaffected  as  I  hope  1  am  and 
shall  be,  by  the  novelties  which  one  and  another  introduces, 
and  which  are  ever  starting  up  and  changing  with  the  whim 
and  fashion  of  the  day,  sought  only  to  teach  and  live 
according  to  the  glorious  G  ispel  of  the  Blessed  God  and  the 
pure  leaching  of  our  Church.  May  the  Vicar  of  this  your 
day  be  ever  so  regarded,  and  if  remembered  in  days  to  come 
may  it  be  for  the  sake  of  the  Master,  whom,  through  evil 
report  and  good  report,  he  has  ever  sought  to  serve  and  follow, 
however  imperfectly  and  far  off.  And  now  in  closing  I  have 
only  affectionately  to  thank  you,  the  kind  donors  of  this 
Window,  for  what  you  have  done,  and  specially  for  the 
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prayers  on  my  behalf  that  you  oflfered  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Window  last  Wednesday.  May  I,  according  to  your 
petition  that  day,  be  "  endued  with  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
enriched  with  His  heavenly  grace  and  clothed  with  righteous- 
ness." May  *'  the  word  spoken  by  my  mouth  have  such 
success  that  it  may  never  be  spoken  in  vain,  so  that  faithfully 
fulfilling  my  course,  at  the  latter  day  I  may  receive  the  Crowu 
of  Righteousness  laid  up  by  the  Lord  the  Righteous  Judge, 
•who  liveth  and  reigneth  one  God  with  the  Father  and  Holy 
Ghost,  world  without  end.    Amen." 

Next  to  the  stained  window  just  described,  is  ano- 
ther placed  on  the  other  side  of  the  pulpit  by  Mr. 
Henry  W.  Ross  Greatwood,  surgeon,  of  Usk,  to  the 
memory  of  his  wife  and  son.  The  subjects  of  the  two 
centre  lights  are  Lazarus  raised  from  the  dead, 
"  Lazarus  come  forth,"  St.  John  xr,  43  v.,  and  Christ 
blessing  little  children,  "  Suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  Me."  Over  the  centre  of  these  principal 
lights  is  the  "Ascension"  between  the  "Alpha" 
and  "Omega."  At  the  base  of  the  lights  are  the 
following  inscriptions  . — "  In  memory  of  Emma 
Greatwood,  died  Feb.  8,  1849,"  and  "  In  memory  of 
F.  R.  Greatwood,  died  Nov.  9,  1863."  More  recently 
the  inscription  "In  memory  of  Henry  W  R.  Great- 
wood,  died  July  30, 1885,"  was  added  by  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Gething,  of  the  Cedars,  Llanbadoc. 

The  large  west  stained  window  placed  by  the 
Portreeve  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  in  1883, 
has  been  already  described   at  page  116. 

Underneath  the  Window  is  a  brass  tablet  inscribed  : 

This  Window  is  erected  in  Commemoration  of  a  Charter 
granted  by  Sir  Roger  de  Mortimer  in  the  year  1398,  to 
the  Burgesses  of  Usk,  by  which  many  privileges,  powers, 
and  exemption  of  Tolls  were  enjoyed.  Under  the  powers 
of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  of  1883,  the  Corpora- 
tion was  abolished  on  the  29th  of  September,  188G,  and  a 
scheme  framed  to  ti^ansfer  its  Revenues  to  the  Local 
Board  of  Usk,  to  be  expended  as  heretofore  iu  the 
Improvement  of  the   Town. 

JAMES   HENRY  CLARK,  Portreeve. 
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There  are  several  monuments  affixed  to  the  walls 
of  the  church.  One  is  to  the  memory  of  Roper 
Edwards,  a  bouofactor  to  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, which  is  thus  inscribed  : — 

This  Moxi'ment  was  erected  in  tlio  year  1822,  to  com- 
memorate the  laudable  charitioa  of  IKXiER  EDWARDS 
of  Llaupwrn  Ucha,  in  this  county,  (iont.,  who  died 
March  28,  1G24.  He  devised  various  estates  in  thii 
county  to  the  following  purposes,  viz. :— The  maintenance 
and  clotliing  of  12  poor  persons  of  Llangwni  Iclui,  (Iwer- 
nesney,  and  Llangeview  :  for  whose  residence  he  built  an 
Almshouse  in  the  latter  parish,  giving  a  stipend  to  a 
Clergyman  to  read  prayers  every  week. — The  distribution 
of  £10  annually  to  the  poor  of  Usk. — The  endowment  of 
a  Free  Grammar  School  in  this  town  :  with  a  salary  and 
residence  rent  free  to  the  Master,  and  £5  a  year  to  settle 
a  poor  scholar  of  the  said  school  at  O.xford  :  to  which  a 
Writing  School  has  been  added  by  a  decree  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery. — He  also  devised  the  annual  rent  of  Tyrlay 
farm  in  the  parish  of  Llangwm  Ucha,  in  certain  propor- 
tions to  the  poor  of  that  parish,  Llangeview  and  Gwer- 
nesney.  These  good  works  are  the  lasting  records  of  his 
piety. 


Among  the  other  monuments  are  the  following : 

To  THE  Memory  of  Edward,  youngest  son  of  Thoma.s 
Pkothero,  Gent,  and  Ann  his  wife,  who  departed  this 
life  the  29th  day  of  April,  1810,  aged  20.— AJso  of  Jane, 
fourth  daughter  of  the  above-named  Thomas  and  Ann 
Prothero.  She  died  the  17th  day  of  August,  1820,  aged 
22,  and  of  SA^ruEL  Brow.ne  Prothero  their  son,  who 
died  the  20th  day  of  September  1820,  aged  28. 
Sophia  Prothero,  jE  2G. 

To  the  Memory  of  Thomas  Prothero,  late  of  this 
Town,  Gentleman,  who  died  on  the  25th  day  of  July, 
1819,  aged  G5  years.  A  grateful  atfectionate,  and  dutiful 
tribute  by  his  widow  and  surviving  Children. 

In  Memory  likewise  of  Axx,  widow  of  the  ab<jve-named 
Thomas  Prothero,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  10th  of 
Aprd,  1844,  aged  78  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Ellex  Prothero,  who  de- 
parted this  life  January  30,  1824,  aged  19  years. 
2lD* 
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Also,  Mary  Elizabeth  Prothero,  who  departed  this 
life  February  3,  1826,  aged  25  years. 

And  of  Rhoda  Pierce  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  11, 
1837. 

This  Tablet  was  erected  by  their  affectionate  mother, 
Ank   Saunders. 

Ann,  relict  of  the  above  Thomas  Prothero,  se- 
condly married  the  Rev.  John  Saunders,  Master  of 
Usk  Grammar  School,  which  he  held  until  Nov.  8th, 
1826,  when  he  resigned,  and  died  August  15th, 
1831,  aged  71  years. 

In  Memory  op  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Peece,  wife  of  Mr. 
Philip  Reece,  of  this  Town,  who  departed  this  life 
April  16,  1788,  aged  67  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Rogers, 
of  this  town,  many  years  Rector  of  Gwernesney,  in  this 
county  and  of  Llanhamlech,  in  the  county  of  Brecon, 
who  died  June  the  1st,  1878,  aged  61  years. 

This  Mr.  Rogers  lived  in  the  house  now  belonging 
to  Mr.  Nicholl,  of  the  Ham,  near  Cowbridge,  at 
present  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Gustard.  He  was  step- 
father to  the  wife  of  the  late  Mr.  Iltyd  Nicholl,  and 
bequeathed  to  her  that  house  and  other  property  in 
the  parish  of  Usk.  He  preached  a  Welsh  Sermon 
in  Usk  Churcli  in  1750,  the  last  sermon  preached  in 
Cymraeg  in  that  edifice. 

In  grateful  and  loving  remembrance  of  Mary  Eliza- 
beth, Widow  of  Thomas  REEt-E  of  Porthycarne.  She  died 
July  30,  1866,  aged  76  years.  And  in  afl'ectionate 
memory  of  their  daughter  Marv  Elizabeth,  who  died 
July  11,  1846,  in  the    13th  year  of  her  age. 

"  I  give  unto  thein  eternal  life  and  they  shall  never 
perish."     St-  John,    ch.  x,  v.  28. 

Mr.  Thomas  Reece,  who  was  Married  to  Mary 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Colonel  Jones,  built  Porthy- 
carne House,  which  was  completed  for  his  residence 
ia  1833. 
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Sacred  to  tho  Memory  of  Mi.uui  Kkowlks  Kinsey, 
who  died  8th  August,  17r)8,   j^ed  74  yoare. 

Frances  Kinsky,  wife  of  li(,bert  Kinsey,  of  Usk,  who 
died  5th  July,  1781. 

Robert  Kinsev,  son  of  tho  above  named  Major 
Knowles  Kinsey,  who  died  8th  August,   1791. 

Also  Three  Children  of  tho  abovo  named  Robert 
Kinsey. 

Miles  Bassett  Kinsey  died  in  India,  aged  24  years. 
Rebecca  Kixsey,   who  died   21st  July,  \m'X 
Elizabeth  Kinsey,  who  died  9th  Feb.  1841. 

In  Memory  of  William  PRirnrARn,  of  tho  Tlireo 
Salmons,  and  of  Mary,  his  wife,  who  both  died  in  1H29, 
and  of  TVIary  Thomas,  their  daughter,  who  died  in  1869. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Mat- 
thews of  this  Town,  Gentleman,  who  departed  this  lifo 
the  17th  day  of  March,  1811,  in  the  40th  year  of  her  age, 
and  lies  interred  under  this  seat.  Tliis  Tablet,  an 
unavailing  tribute  of  atiection,  is  erected  by  her  discon- 
solate Husband,  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  her  virtues. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  tho  aforesaid  Henry  Matthews, 
died  March  31,  1845,  aged  74  years. 


In  Memory  of  Henry  Penoyre,  William,  and  Tho- 
mas Penoyre,  three  sons  of  Heniy  Matthews,  gentleman. 

In  Memory  of  Ann,  wife  of  William  INIatthews,  attor- 
ney, their  two  sons  Samuel  Ja_mes  and  William  Henry, 
who  died  in  their  infancy,  and  Ann  Kentish  Cordelia, 
their  daughter. 


In  the  Churchyard  there  are  several  very  handsome 
Tombs,  among  the  principal  of  which  are  those 
belonging  to  the  Nicholl  family. 

A  massive  Aberdeen  granite  one  records  the  death  of 
Iltyd  Nicholl,  born  July  19th,  1785 ;  died  October 
22nd,  1871;  and  Eleanor,  his  Wife,  born  1778;  died 
February  19th,  1850. 

An  adjoining  Tomb  records  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Iltyd  Kicholl,  eldest  son  of  the  foregoing,  boro  April 
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5th,  1814  ;  died  February  llth,  1867.  Also  of  his  Wife, 
Augusta  Jane,  born  December  17th,  1817  ;  died  July 
3rd,  1851.  And  their  Daug^hter  and  only  child,  Augusta 
Jane,  born  May  19th,  1848  ;  died  April  23rd,  1850. 


Another  Tomb  of  Wicklow  granite  is  to  the  memory 
of  William  Henry  Nicholl,  youngest  Son  of  Iltyd 
NichoU,  Esq.,  who  died  October  21st,  1870. 

An  Aberdeen  and  Wicklow  granite  Tomb  is  also  in 
the  group,  recording  the  death  of  Sir  Matthew  Digby 
Wyatt,  Son-in-law  of  Mr.  Nicholl,  born  July  28th,  1820  ; 
died  May  21st,  1877. 


Near  the  same  spot  is  a  Tomb  composed  of  large  slabs 
of  Wicklow  and  Aberdeen  granite,  with  an  anchor  of 
granite,  to  commemorate  the  decease  of  Henry  William 
Francis  Greatwood,  who  died  July  30th,  1885 ;  Emma 
Greatwood,  his  Wife,  who  died  February  8th,  1849  ;  and 
Francis  Ross  Greatwood,  their  Son,  who  died  November 
9th,  1863. 


Other  Tombs  record  the  deaths  of  :— 

Richard  Brown  Roden,  who  died  in  Corsica,  March 
5th,  1887,  aged  55  years. 

Thomas  Reece,  of  Porthycarne  House,  died  October 
8th,  1853,  aged  71  years  ;  Mary  Elizabeth,  his  Wife  ; 
and  Mary  Elizabeth,  their  Daughter,  who  died  in  the 
13th  year  of  her  age. 


Near  the  west  entrance  to  the  Church  is  a  handsome 
granite  Tomb  to  the  memory  of  Edward  Parker,  who 
died  September  2nd,  1881,  aged  85  ;  and  Mary,  his  Wife, 
who  died  March  1st,  1871. 


Near  the  west  entrance  gate  is  a  noble  monolith  of 
granite,  to  the  memory  of  James  Williams,  Merchant,  of 
this  town. 


The  following  record  is  also  tu  be  found  in  the  Church- 
yard : — 

Underneath  this  Tomb  lyeth  the  remains  of  Rachel 
wife  of  Philip  Mason,  of  this  town,  died  November  26th, 
1769,  Aged  46  years. 

Also,  the  above  Philip  Mason,  died  May  llth,  1772, 
Aged  52  years,  Weighing  554lbs  ! !  ! 
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In  addition  to  the  remarks  at  pajjo  '24,  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  The  Archltrcl,  by  Stephen  W. 
Williams,  F.K.I.B.A.,  Rhayader,  is  lioro  given  : — 

"  Arcuitectukal  Notes  upon  Usk  Cuuuch. 

"The  Priory  Church  of  St.  Mary,  at  Usk,  illus- 
trates the  growth  of  some  of  our  larger  Parish 
Churches,  from  the  original  Norman  building  of 
moderate  size  down  to  the  end  of  the  Perpeadicalar 
period,  when  it  probably  attained  its  largest  dimen- 
sions, before  the  dissolution  of  the  Monasteries  in 
the  time  of  Henry   VIII. 

"  This  Priory  of  Benedictine  Nuns  was  founded  by 
Earl  Richard  de  Clare,  the  well-known  Strongbow, 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Lord  of  Striguil,  whose  uncle, 
Walter  de  Clare,  was  the  founder  of  Tintern  Abbey ; 
and  it  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  valuation  of  its 
revenues  made  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Priory,  aboat 
1536,  that  £1  was  to  be  expended  annually  "  upon 
Sherethursday  in  alms  to  pray  for  the  founders,  viz., 
Sir  Richard  de  Clare,  Sir  Gilbert,  his  son,  Earles 
of  the  Marches,"  and  for  other  descendants  and 
benefactors. 

"  The  date  of  the  foundation  ot  the  Priory  can 
therefore  be  fixed  approximately  about  the  early 
part  of  the  twelfth  century,  say  1135  or  thereabouts. 
The  architecture  of  the  original  Norman  Church,  ot 
which  there  are  considerable  remains,  most  certainly 
dates  from  a  much  earlier  period  ;  and  1  think  the 
cruciform  Church  as  shown  in  the  plan  accompanying 
this  paper,  may  have  been  built  about  the  middle  of 
the  eleventh  century,  or,  at  any  rate,  very  soon  after 
the  Norman  Conquest.  Of  the  early  Norman  Church 
there  remain  the  south  wall  of  the  nave,  with  its 
massive  south  western  buttress  of  early  type,  which 
distinctly  marks  the  length  of  the  original  nave,  a 
portion  of  the  west  wall  of  the  north  transept,  and 
the  very  fine  central  tower  carried  upon  four  massive 
piers,  with  its  circular  angle  stair  turret,  appi-oached 
from  the  north  transept.  Externally  can  be  traced 
the  water-tables  of  the  roofs  of  the  choir,  north  and 
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south  transepts,  whicli  probably  extended  as  shown 
by  the  dotted  lines  and  shading  upon  the  plan. 

'*  The  groining  over  what  is  now  the  chancel,  in 
the  interior  of  the  tower,  is  carried  upon  angle 
corbels,  and  is  of  distinctly  early  Norman  type.  The 
tower  itself  is  built  iu  three  stages,  and  is,  I  believe, 
of  the  same  period  as  the  nave  and  transepts  to  the 
top  of  the  corbel-table ;  the  battlements  are  modern. 

*'  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  early  cruciform  Norman 
Church  was  the  original  Parish  Church  of  Usk ;  that 
upon  the  founding  of  the  Priory  by  Earl  Richard, 
about  1135,  considerable  additions  were  then  made 
so  as  to  accommodate  the  parishioners,  as  well  as  the 
conventual  establishment;  the  north  aisle  was  also 
built  at  that  period  for  use  as  a  Parish  Church,  and 
the  original  Norman  nave  was  lengthened  about  ten 
feet  or  so,  as  shown  on  the  plan  by  the  dotted  lines 
and  lighter  shading,  indicating  early  English  or 
transitional  Norman  work. 

"  On  the  plan  which  is  now  in  the  Church,  showing 
the  alterations  made  in  1844,  a  buttress  is  shown 
which  appears  to  have  been  taken  down  when  the 
nave  was  further  lengthened  at  that  time,  and  which, 
I  think,  marks  the  limit  of  the  west  wall  of  the  nave 
before  the  latest  alterations  were  made.  This  buttress 
is  iH  line  with  the  west  wall  of  the  north  aisle.  It 
will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  plan  that  the  arcade 
is  of  the  same  period  as  the  north  aisle,  and  that 
when  it  was  built  the  north  and  west  walls  of  the 
early  Norman  Church  were  taken  down  ;  but,  doubt- 
less, the  transepts  and  choir  were  retained  ;  the  east 
wall  of  the  north  aisle  was  at  the  same  period  pierced 
for  a  doorway  giving  access  to  the  north  transept, 
which  then,  as  now,  was  probably  used  as  a  vestry. 
At  the  same  time,  I  believe,  the  doorway  now  blocked 
up  in  the  south  wall  of  the  nave  was  opened  to  give 
access  from  the  Church  to  the  conventual  buildings 
and  cloisters;  in  the  original  Norman  Church  the 
entrance  would  bo  by  a  west  doorway,  probably  of 
very   rich   design,    as    at    Chepstow   Church.     The 
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arcade,  "which  is  of  transitional  Norman,  or  very  early 
English  type,  consists  of  four  obtusoly-pointcd 
arches,  carried  on  circular  piers  and  rospouds,  with 
moulded  caps  and  plain  splayed  bases. 

"  It  will  be  observed,  upon  reference  to  the  draw- 
ing that  the  pillar  marked  C,  the  first  from  tlio  east 
end,  is  different  from  the  others  in  having  four 
slender  attached  shafts,  and  I  think  tliat  this 
difference  was  intended  to  mark  the  lino  of  the 
chancel  of  the  Parish  Church,  and  that  probably  the 
door  at  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  aisle  was  the 
priest's  door.  If  we  assume  that  a  screen  extended 
the  whole  length  of  the  arcade,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  north  aisle  then  becomes  a  separate  Church 
for  the  parishioners  of  Usk,  as  was  the  case  at 
Leominster  Priory  Church, 

"The  next  important  addition  made  was  in  the 
Perpendicular  period  ;  and  from  the  character  of  the 
work,  I  think  the  additions  of  this  period,  which 
consist  of  the  north  and  west  porches,  the  insertion 
of  three  windows  in  the  north  wall,  and  the  Ramo 
number  in  the  south  wall,  were  probably  made  about 
the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  are  of  a 
type  common  in  this  district.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  was  about  the  time  when  the  later  alterations 
were  made,  a  period  of  great  Church  restoration 
throughout  Monmouthshire  and  part  of  Glamorgan- 
shire, and  that  the  work  was  done  by  the  same  men 
who  built  the  beautiful  Perpendicular  Churches  of 
Somersetshire. 

"  The  later  additions  and  windows  introduced  in 
1844  are,  unfortunately,  but  inferior  copies  in  point 
of  detail  of  the  older  and  much  richer  Perpendicular 
work,  and  this  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  tracery 
of  the  new  west  window.  It  seems  unfortunate  that 
the  builders  in  1844  were  unable  to  restore  and 
rebuild  the  transepts  and  choir,  instead  of  lengthening 
the  nave  westward,  which  has  destroyed  the  original 
proportions  of  this  fine  old  Church,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  if  any  further  enlargement  or  restoration 
be  attempted,  that  it  should  in  that  case  result  in 
rebuildmg  the  choir  and  transepts. 

21g 
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"No  doubt  excavations  in  the  Priory  grounds 
would  lay  bare  the  original  foundations  of  the  missing 
portions  of  the  early  Norman  Church." 

The  arms  on  the  north  porch  of  the  Church,  sur- 
mounted with  an  Earl's  crown,  probably  belonged  to 
Richard  Strongbow,  Earl  of  Striguil  ( Chepstow)  and 
Lord  of  Pembroke,  who  was  the  Conqueror  of  Ireland, 
and  married  Eva,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Leinster, 
He  died  in  Dublin,  May,  1176,  and  was  buried  in 
Christchurch  Cathedral,  in  that  city,  where  a  tomb  with 
a  full-length  figure  is  placed  in  the  southern  wall. 

The    Roman    Catholic   Church. 

Was  erected  by  subscription,  and  was  opened  in 
1847.  The  estimate  for  its  erection  was  about 
£1,380.  It  was  commenced  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1846,  which  day  is  remarkable  in  the  Catholic 
annalsof  Usk  as  the  anniversary  of  the  martyrdom 
of  Father  Charles  Baker,  S.J.,  who  was  executed 
here,  on  the  spot,  it  is  supposed,  where  Porthycarne 
House  now  stands,  and  within  fifty  yards  of  the  site 
of  the  Church.  His  relics  were  deposited  in  Usk 
Churchyard.  The  Church  is  a  neat  stone  building 
in  the  Gothic  style,  and  is  fitted  up  with  an  organ. 
The  principal  altar  is  carved  in  Caen  stone.  The 
Lady  Chapel  contains  a  small  but  handsome  altar, 
also  in  Caen  stone.  The  Church  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Francis  Xavier,  and  will  accommodate  about  200 
persons.  The  site  for  the  structure  was  given  by 
Francis  McDonnell,  Esq.,  father  of  the  present  pro- 
prietor of  Plas  Newydd. 

Dissenting   Chapels. 

There  are  several  Dissenting  places  of  worship 
in  the  town.  The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel  is 
situate  in  Mary  port  Street,  and  was  erected  in  1817. 
The  Baptist  Chapel,  in  Old  Market  Street,  was 
erected  in  1842 ;  and  the  Independent  or  Congrega- 
tional, on  the  Twyn,  was  rebuilt  in  1862,  on  which 
occasion  Mrs.  Eleanor  Thomas,  the  wife  of  the  pastor, 
laid  the  foundation  stone,  on  the  19th  of  June. 
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The    Caol. 

The  Gaol  is  a  commodious  buildinj^  croctod  in 
1841  upon  the  plan  of  the  model  prison  at 
Pentonville.  It  is  upon  the  scpai-ato  system,  and 
has  capacious  exercise  yards  and  work  sneds.  Tho 
trades  of  rug  and  mat  making,  tailoring,  shoo- 
making,  etc.,  are  carried  on  within  tho  walls.  It  ia 
lighted  with  gas,  and  each  prisoner  has  tho  benefit 
of  a  light  in  his  cell.  The  chaplain  performs 
duty  every  morning,  and  afterwards  visits  tho 
prisoners  in  their  cells.  There  is  also  a  surgeon 
attached  to  the  establishment.  The  prison  contains 
200  cells,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  150 
male  and  50  female  prisoners.  Tho  successive 
governors  have  been  Mr.  John  Merrett,  salary  £90 ; 
matron,  Mrs.  Merrett,  salary  £30.  They  wero 
succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bosworth  and  his  wife, 
at  a  salary  of  £200  and  £30  respectively.  Mr. 
Bosworth  died  during  his  governorship,  and  Mrs. 
Bosworth  receives  a  pension  of  £55  13s.  per  annum. 
Captain  Alston  and  General  Milman  were  succes- 
sively appointed  governors,  and  the  management  of 
the  prison  was  then  placed  by  the  prison  authoritiea 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  Dacey. 

The   Court    House. 

The  Court  House  was  opened  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1877,  and  up  to  that  time  had  cost 
£13,500.  On  the  basement  are  two  reception  cells, 
gaoler's  lobby,  passage  leading  to  dock,  w.c,  and 
heating  chamber.  On  the  ground  floor — the  criminal 
conrt,  civil  court,  grand  jury  room,  clerk  of  indict- 
ment's room,  witnesses  going  before  the  grand  jury, 
passage  leading  to  grand  jury  box,  gas  meter 
closet,  w.c.  and  lavatory,  witnesses'  room,  private 
room,  magistrates'  room,  clerk  of  peace's  room, 
locked-up  jury  room,  retiring  room,  two  muniment 
rooms,  counsel's  room,  five  w.c.'s  and  lavatory,  cloak 
closet,  two  public  entrances  to  galleries,  hall-keeper's 
cottage,   parlour,  kitchen,   pantry,   yard  and  ou^t 
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Coleford,  Monmouth,  Usk,  and 
Pontypool  Railway.    - 


On  Friday,  the  1st  of  October,  1852,  a  meeting 
was  teld  at  the  Town  Hall,  Usk,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  forming  a  railway  from  the  Forest  of 
Dean  by  way  of  Coleford,  Monmouth,  and  Usk  to 
Pontypool.  The  objects  of  the  projectors  were  to 
unite,  by  a  direct  line,  the  Iron  Works  of  South 
Wales  with  the  valuable  iron  ores  of  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  and  to  offer  the  most  direct  route  between 
the  populous  mining  districts  lying  between  Merthyr 
and  Pontypool  (embracing  a  population  of  from 
250,000  to  300,000)  and  the  Metropolis,  saving  a 
distance  of  fourteen  miles. 

After  contending  against  the  powerful  opposition 
of  the  Great  Western  Company  for  some  months, 
by  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  Crawshay  Bailey, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Directors ;  Thomas 
Brown,  Esq.,  Vice-Chairman,  and  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  the  Bill  was  passed  ir  August, 
1853. 

On  Wednesday,  April  11th,  1854,  the  cutting  of 
the  first  sod  on  the  Coleford,  Monmouth,  Usk,  and 
f  ontjpool  Railway  was  celebrated  right  joyously, 
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no  pains  having  boon  provionsly  spared  to  give  edit 
to  the  ceremony.  There  is  an  old  adage  respecting 
"  All  work  and  no  play,"  etc.,  that  has  from  timo 
immemorial  been  held  a  truism  upon  which  to 
ground  many  a  festivity  in  connection  with  great 
public  works.  The  promoters  of  the  railway  very 
properly  conformed  to  the  spirit  of  the  adage  ;  for 
we  find  that  the  occasion  was  deemed  a  fitting  ono 
to  give  the  hardy  fellows  who  were  to  commence 
operations  with  pick  and  spade,  in  connection  with 
the  public  at  large,  a  capital  merry-making  in 
celebration  of  the  cutting  of  the  first  turf.  A  pro- 
gramme of  sports  was  announced,  in  which  a  coracle 
race  on  the  Usk,  and  donkey  and  mule  races,  climb- 
ing a  slippery  pole,  chasing  a  pig  with  a  greased 
tail,  and  other  rural  and  laughter-provoking  amuse- 
ments were  to  be  the  chief  features,  after  the 
most  important  business  of  raising  the  sod  should 
have  taken  place.  The  field  selected  was  on 
the  Rhadyr  Farm,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Gething,  through  which  the  railway  proceeds ; 
and  towards  the  locality,  during  the  morning, 
large  numbers  of  holiday  folk  wended  their 
way,  all  appearing  full  of  pleasant  anticipa- 
tions respecting  the  forthcoming  pastimes.  This 
railway  was  contemplated  to  extend  from  Coleford 
through  Monmouth,  Raglan,  and  Usk,  to  a  junction 
with  the  Hereford,  Abergavenny,  Pontypool,  and 
Newport  railway,  near  the  Little  Mill  station  ;  from 
which  point  it  would  communicate  directly  with 
Pontypool,  Newport,  and  the  Eastern  Valleys — 
radiating,  also,  into  the  Crumlin  Valley,  by  the 
proposed  loop  line.  The  South  Wales  Company's 
intended  railway  from  Monmouth  to  Newport, 
was  thus  to  be  superseded  by  this  railway ; 
but  the  portion  from  Coleford  to  Monmouth 
was  not  carried  out.  At  about  ten  o'clock 
Mr.  David  Jones,  the  engineer,  Messrs.  Richards, 
Giles,  and  Gaskill,  the  contractors,  with  numerous 
other  gentlemen,  proceeded  from  Usk  to  the  Rhadyr 
Farm,  where  the  spot  was  marked  out,  on  which  to 
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commence  operations.  Here,  in  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  and  lovely  valleys  of  the  Usk,  and  at  a 
point  where  the  intended  line,  across  meadows, 
stream,  and  river,  will  permit  the  enjoyment  of  a 
splendid  panorama  of  Monmouthshire  scenery,  the 
initiatory  steps  were  taken  to  accomplish  the  new 
roadway  of  the  "iron  horse."  A  large  number  of 
persons  had  assembled  on  the  ground ;  on  one  side 
were  the  sturdy  navvies,  eager  to  commence  opera- 
tions ;  on  another,  hosts  of  anxious  spectators.  In 
the  centre  of  a  group  of  ladies,  the  contractors, 
Messrs.  Richards,  Giles,  and  Gaskill,  and  some  of 
their  men,  were  prepared  with  spade,  wheelbarrow, 
and  plank,  to  receive  from  the  sod-turner,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Clark,  of  Usk,  the  newly-cut  turf ;  and  at  half -past 
one  o'clock  this  ceremony  was  performed,  amidst 
enthusiastic  cheering,  led  off  by  the  stentorian  voice 
of  Mr.  Miles,  of  the  Little  Mill.  The  first  sod 
having  been  placed  in  the  wheelbarrow  and  taken 
along  the  plank,  the  corks  from  champagne  fled 
out  in  rapid  succession,  and  "  Success  to  the  Rail- 
way !  "  was  drunk  amidst  renewed  cheering.  The 
sports  of  the  day  then  commenced — boy  races  for 
small  stakes  were  followed  by  man  races  for  larger 
prizes  ;  and  a  steeple  chase,  and  a  hurdle  and  flat 
race,  were  admirably  contested  for  by  some  fleet 
runners  from  Abergavenny,  Usk,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  climbing  of  the  greased  pole  induced 
shouts  of  laughter ;  but  the  climbers  had  no  success 
— they  could  not  reach  "  the  height  of  their 
ambition ;  "  the  pig  chase  was  a  failure — the  fat  and 
lazy  animal  being  very  little  inclined  to  run  hard  ; 
and  so,  getting  withdrawn,  had  the  pleasure  of 
saving  his  bacon ;  but  the  "  Jerusalem  pony  "  race 
was  the  best  fun  of  all,  and  might  fairly  be  described 
as  a  fair  and  honest  competition.  The  chief  prize 
was  borne  off  by  a  Raglan  donkey,  amidst  repeated 
huzzas.  The  dinner  afterwards  took  place  at 
the  Three  Salmons  Hotel,  which  was  numerously 

^t^jbeuded,  aad  presided  oyep  bj  ^.  Wu.  'itelmm 
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Reea.     There  were  also  present :— Mr.  David  Jonoa, 

«ie  engineer  of  the  railway  ;  Mr.  P.  E.  DonaldHon, 
C.E.,  Mr.  Alex.  Waddin^rton,  Mr.  John  Cox; 
Messrs.  G.  Gaskill,  Wm.  Richard.s,  and  Richard 
Giles,  contractors ,  Mr.  W.  G.  Hoes,  Mr.  James 
Wightman,  Mr.  Thomas  Dunn,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Conway,  Mr.  Edward  Fcnton,  Mr.  T.  Edwards 
(Raglan),  Mr.  W.  Price,  Mr.  P.  Herbert,  Mr.  IJoa- 
worth,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark  (Usk),  Mr.  }1.  Evans 
(Llandowlais),  Mr.  Wan-en  Evans,  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
Mr.  Henry  Shepard,  Mr.  Alexander  J.  Shepard, 
Mr.  Scriven,  Mr.  Charles  Jordan,  Ut.  William 
Clements,  Mr.  H  P.  Williams,  Mr.  T.  P.  Williams, 
Mr.  John  Jones,  Mr.  Horace  Shepard,  Mr.  Salter, 
Mr.  Bull,  Mr.  Walkinshaw,  Mr.  Hancock.  Mr. 
Crump,  Mr.  John  Edwards,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Richard  Miles,  Mr.  Wm.  Williams,  Mr.  Thomaa 
Mitchell,  Mr.  T.  E.  Williams,  Ur.  John  Cathcart, 
etc.,  etc.  The  cloths  having  been  removed,  the 
Chairman  gave  the  usual  loyal  toasts  which  were 
fervently  pledged.  The  Chairman  then  called  upon 
the  company  to  fill  a  bnmper.  Ho  knew  they  would 
all  cordially  respond  to  the  toast  which  he  was 
about  to  give  them — "  The  Directors  of  the  Rail- 
way," the  first  sod  of  which  had  that  day  been  cut, 
(cheering.)  The  directors  were  men  who  did  not 
promise  to  do  a  thing,  and  afterwards  leave  it 
nndone.  When  he  had  first  heard  them  named  ho 
was  perfectly  satisfied  the  work  would  be  thoroughly 
and  well  carried  out,  and  he  was  sure  the  railway 
wonld  remunerate  those  who  had  embarked  their 
capital  in  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  begged  to  couple 
the  name  of  their  excellent  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Waddington.  with  the  toast ;  a  more 
efficient  and  trustworthy  gentleman  than  whom 
could  not  be  found  to  cany  out  the  duties  devolvinj?^ 
on  him.  Mr.  T.  P.  Williams  led  the  "honours," 
and  the  toast  of  the  Directors  and  Secretary,  and 
others  connected  with  the  undertaking,  and  who 
had  officiated  that  day,  were  pledged  in  bumpers 
with  three  times  three. 
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On  Monday,  tlie  2n(i  of  June,  1856,  the  first  four 
miles  from  its  junction  with  the  Newport,  Aberga- 
venny, and  Hereford  Railway,  at  Little  Mill,  was 
opened  to  the  town  of  Usk.  A  procession,  with 
bands  and  banners,  proceeded  to  the  station,  and 
escorted  the  Directors  into  the  town.  The  town 
presented  a  gay  appearance,  flags  were  unfurled 
from  nearly  every  house  in  Bridge-street,  and 
wreaths  of  evergreens  were  extended  across  the 
street. 

The  expectations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
as  to  the  facilities  of  traffic  and  the  improvement  of 
the  town,  however,  have  not  been  realized  by  the 
railway  management.  "When  the  shareholders 
handed  over  their  interest  to  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  it  was  expected  that  the  line 
would  be  better  managed,  and  better  accommodation 
given;  but  the  inhabitants  have  experienced  no 
such  benefits.  The  service  of  trains  for  Usk  and 
Monmouth  is  not  at  all  as  convenient  as  it  should 
be,  and  the  miserable  hut  called  a  station,  without 
waiting  rooms  and  with  very  little  protection  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  has  remained  in 
nearly  the  same  miserable  condition  for  about  35 
years.  The  issue  of  tickets  for  long  distances  is 
very  limited,  and  even  for  short  as  well  as  long 
journeys,  tickets  are  frequently  taken  only  so  far  as 
Pontypool  Road,  and  there  renewed,  on  account  of 
the  extra  fares  incurred  by  taking  the  tickets  at 
Usk,  thereby  shewing  a  very  inaccurate  statement 
of  the  receipts  at  Usk  Station,  as  well  as  causing 
extra  annoyance  to  the  passengers.  Public  bodies 
have  repeatedly  memorialized  the  Company  without 
getting  redress  for  their  grievances  ;  although,  if 
justice  were  done  them,  many  persons  from 
Newport  and  other  places  would  be  glad  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  quiet  and  picturesque  neighbour- 
hood for  their  residence. 
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(^xx^toxxx^  axxb  @Iaimo  as  the  Rigu 

of  the  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  tlio  said  Town. 

THAT  about  Forty  years  past  (tlion)  at  the  j,'reat 
charge  of  tlio  luhabitants  of  the  said  town,  The 
Markett  house  there  was  boikled,  and  that  the  rent 
thereof  is  yearly  ever  siuco  employed  towards  the 
reparation  of  the  Great  Bridge  of  the  said  Town  upon 
the  River  of  Uske,  and  Other  Bridges  upon  the 
River  of  Olwye,  which  was  allways  allowed  and  ad- 
mitted by  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  and  William 
Earls  of  Pembroke. 

Item — They  present  that  the  Lord  hath  Two 
Water  Grist  Mills  withiu  the  said  Town  upon  a 
Branch  of  the  Olwye,  now  holden  by  Reynold  Wil- 
liams tenant  thereof,  and  are  now  lett  and  sett  att 
Thirty-six  pounds  yearly  or  thereabouts,  the  repaira- 
tions  allways  deducted  out  of  the  rent, 

latent- — They  present  the  Mears  and  Bounds  of  the 
Burrough  of  the  Town  of  Uske,  to  bo  as  hereafter 
foUoweth  :  — 

SmprtmtS.  Beginning  at  the  farthest  middle 
stone  peer  of  the  Bridge  to  bed  of  the  River  of  Usko 
and  so  downward  to  the  uttermost  syde  of  the  Mill 
Pound  entering  into  the  River  of  Uske  mearing  to  the 
hedgerow  of  Walter  Reynolds'  close  adjoining  to  the 
land  by  the  Lower  Mill  as  far  as  the  end  of  that  lane 
to  the  stile  of  Mr.  Edward  Rumsey's  close  and  all 
that  land  to  the  mill  pond  thereto  adjoining  and 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the  channell  of  the  mill 
pond  to  the  uttermost  end  of  the  Burgage  of  Sir 
Charles  Williams,  Knt.  in  the  tenure  of  Walter  Jones 
Taylor  and  his  under  tenants.  Then  alon  g  the  utter- 
most bounds  of  the  Burgages  to  the  half  channel  of 
the  River  of  Olwye  to  half  of  the  bridge  called  Ponf- 
Clivon  to  the  ditch  or  watercourse  running  between 
the  meadows  of  Thomas  Powell  and  Richard  Morgan 
upward  to  the  Mill  pound  and  so  alon ge  half  the  chan- 
nell of  the  pound  upwards  to  a  little  guUett  falling 
from  the  parke  att  the  end  of  the  close  or  meadow  m 
^  22 
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the  tenure  of  Reginald  Williams  into  the  said  pound 
and  thence  along  the  outside  and  ende  of  the  Bur- 
gages mearing  to  the  park  to  the  Castle  ditches  next 
the  Town  to  the  end  of  Perth  Carn  Street  along  that 
street  or  lane  upwards  to  half  the  bridge  called  Pont- 
Cayo.  Then  to  half  thereof. 

jitsnt — They  present  that  all  wayfes  strayes 
ffealons  goods  estheate  and  all  royalties  found  within 
the  liberty  of  the  said  town  to  be  the  right  of  the 
Lord  and  to  be  seized  upon  and  be  answerable  by  the 
Portreeve  of  the  said  town  from  time  to  time  as  they 
shall  be  appraised  to  the  Lord's  advantage. 

Stent — They  present  that  of  old  and  ancient  custom 
time  out  of  mind  the  Burgesses  of  the  said  town  have 
had  pawnnage  for  their  swine  within  the  Lord's  woods 
viz.  Wysewood,  Gwehellogge  and  Glascoyd  by  the 
payment  of  one  penny  for  every  swine  to  the  wood- 
ward there. 

Item — They  present  that  of  like  Custome  it  hath 
been  free  to  the  Burgesses  of  the  Town  to  take  the 
Underwoods  and  Windfalls  of  the  said  woods  for 
their  ffewel  by  the  payment  of  Id.  in  a  quarter  of  a 
year  to  the  woodward  there  if  they  do  fetch  woods 
there  viz.  birch,  alder,  withy s,  and  hazell. 

Item — They  present  that  there  is  no  herriott  or 
reliefe  to  be  paid  for  any  by  the  Burgesses  of  the  said 
town  and  that  all  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  are  and  ought  by  right  to  be  acquitted  and 
discharged  of  all  ffines  amerciaments  issues  and  all 
other  penaltyes  and  fforfeitui-es. 


Copy  of  an  old  Assessment   or   llental   of  the  Borough 

due  to  the  Earl  of  Pemhrol-e,  Lord  of  the  borough. 

Made  about  the  year  1634. 

BRIDGE  STREET. 

Henry,  Earl  of  Worcester  holds  two  Burgages  hereto- 
fore Thomas  David  Morgan,  late  in  the  tenure  of 
Watkin  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  John  Morris,  pays 
yearly 00    0    Q 
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William  Morgan,  Charles  Johnos.  Cliarloa  Williamg, 
Kniffhfs,  and  other  Justicoa  of  tho  Pouro  of  our 
Lord  the  King,  in  tho  County  of  Monmouth,  held  to 
the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  ot  tho  said  County,  threo 
Burgages  and  parcell  of  a  Burgage,  lierutofore  of 
John  Thomiis,  and  late  of  Walter  Rumsey  and  now 
in  the  tenure  of  John  Prosser  for  a  house  of 
Correction,  and  pay  yearly  on  tho  Feast  of  tho 
Annunciation  of  the  B.  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel,  by  equal  i)ortion3 00  iii     t 

Reginald  Williams,  Gentleman,  holds  one  Close,  called 
Cunningor,  late  of  John  Andrew,  and  now  in  tho 
tenure  of  the  aforesaid  Reginald  Williams,  pays 
yearly    00    0    0 

William  Howell  John  holds  in  right  of  his  wife,  ono 
Burgage  heretofore  of  Walter  Williams,  late  William 
Reynolds,  Junr.,  now  in  the  tenure  of  tho  *iiil 
William  Howell,  and  pays  yearly 0    0    ii 

Lewis  David,  of  Magcr  holds  one  Burgage  and  a  half, 
heretofore  Walter  Morris  Hughes,  late  Reynold 
Hughes  now  in  the  tenure  of  James  Hughes,  and 
pays  yearly 00    0  Tiii 

The  said  Lewis  holds  the  fourth  part  of  one  Burgage, 
heretofore  Walter  Morris  Hughes,  and  now  a  bam 
in  the  tenure  of  John  Ralph,  and  pays  yearly 00    0   iii 

William  Hughes  holds  one  Burgage,  late  a  Prison,  now 
in  the  tenure  of  the  said  William  Hughes,  and  pays 
yearly 00    0    ii 

Edward  Bowen  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Richard 
Williams,  and  now  in  the  tenure  and  occupation  of 
the  said  Edward,  and  pays  yearly  00    0    ii 

Powell  Giles,  Gentleman,  holds  the  half  of  one  Bur- 
gage, heretofore  the  ■wife  of  Howell  John  Vaughan, 
late  David  Giles,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Edward 
Reynolds,  and  pays  yearly 00    0   vi 

William  Adams,  Gent.,  holds  the  Moyete  of  one  Bur- 
gage, heretofore  Howell  Edward,  and  now  in  the 
tenure  and  occupation  of  the  said  William  Adams, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0  vi 

The  same  William  Adams  holds  one  Burgage,  lato  tho 
said  Howell  Edward,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  tho 
said  William  Adams 00    0    ii 

The  same  William  Adams  holds  one  Burgage,  hereto, 
fore  Roger  William  ab  Jevan  Powell,  late  Edward 
Thomas,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Jajmer 
and  Howell  Wayte,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

The  same  William  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Edward 
Bannor,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  William 
Adams,  and  late  in  the  tenure  of  James  John  Howell, 

and  pays  yearly ^    ^    " 

William  James  holds  the  half  of  a  Burgage,  late  the 
Heires  of  Phillip  Tanner,  late  William  James 
Morris,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  William 
James,  and  pays  yearly ^    ^^ 

MM 
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William  Adams,  Gent.,  holds  one  Burgage,  late 
Maurice  William,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Watkin 
Guuter,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    il 

The  same  "William  Adams  holds  the  half  of  one  Bur- 
gage, and  the  4th  part  of  a  Burgage,  late  Jenkin 
David  Meredith,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Christopher 
Powell,  and  pays  yearly 00    0     i 

Thomas  Powell,  Gent. ,  and  William  James,  holds  half 
a  Burgage,  heretofore  John  Saunders,  late  Thomas 
Saunders,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  William  James, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    vi 

William  Adams,  Gent.,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Charles 
William,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  William  Taylor 
Smith,  and  pays  yearly  OO     0    ii 

Walter  Powell  holds  the  4th  parte  of  one  Burgage, 
heretofore  Henry  John  Reynolds,  late  William 
Powell  of  Lancayo,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of 
William  George,  and  pays  yearly 00    0   iii 

The  same  W.  Powell  holds  the  fourth  part  of  one 
Burgage,  heretofore  Howell  Edwards,  late  William 
Powell,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  William  Prohert, 
Keeper  of  our  Lord  the  King's  Goal,  and  pays 
yearly  00    0   iii 

The  same  Walter  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Howell 
Edwards,  late  William  Powell,  and  now  in  the 
tenure  of  the  said  WiUia.m  Probert,  Keeper  of  His 
Majestye's  Goal,  yearly 00    0    ii 

George  Johues  holds  the  fourth  part  of  one  Burgage, 
late  John  George,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  the  said 
George,  and  iiays  yearly 00     0   iii 

Powell  Giles  holds  two  Burgages,  heretofore  William 
Gwynne,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  AVilliam  Thomas 
Taylor,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ii 

John  Rumsey,  Gent.,  holds  one  Messuage,  and  the 
third  part  of  one  Burgage,  late  Reginald  Williams, 
and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Pryddie,  John 
Prichard  Smith,  aud  Margaret  John,  Widdow,  and 
pays  yearly 00    0   iT 

Elizabeth  Watkins  and  Elinor  Watkins  hold  one  Bur- 
gage, heretofore  Reginald  Williams,  late  in  the 
tenure  of  John  Watkin,  and  now  in  tlie  tenure  of 
Thomas  William,  Butcher,  aud  pays  yearly 00    0    ii 

John  Rumsey  holds  one  Burgage,  and  a  parcell  of  one 
Burgage,  late  Andrew  Fflemming,  aud  now  in  the 
tenure  of  Richard  Pryddie,  and  pays  yearly OO     Oviii 

George  Harries  holds  ouo  Burg;ige,  and  a  Moyety  of  a 
Burgage,  heretofore  John  Reignolds,  late  George 
Morgan,  and  now  iu  the  tenure  of  John  Harry 
George,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  iii 

FORTH  CARNE  STREET. 

Reginald  Williams  holds  three  Burgages,  lieretofore 
John  Thomas,  of  London,  late  John  Amli'os,  aud  now 
in  the  tenure  of  Alice  Reiguald,  Widdow,  aud  pays 
yearly    00      iiij 
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The  same  Rofjinald  holds  ono  Burgnfico,  heretofore  of 
the  said  Johu  Thomas,  hito  the  suul  John  Andros, 
and  now  in  his  own  tonuro,  and  i)iiys  yearly 00    0     0 

John  Rumsoy  holds  ono  Uurtjii^i!,  herotoforo  Iw'ijimild 
Williams,  and  now  in  the  tonuro  of  Uichard  rryddic, 
aud  pays  yearly     00    0    i j 

Georgo  Mor}?an,  Gont.,  and  Thomas  Morpui  hohla  ono 
Burgage,  heretofore  Junkiu  y  (.Idvo,  and  now  in  the 
tenure  of  David  Morgan  aud  William  Price,  and 
pay  yearly 00    0    ij 

Reginald  Williams  holds  ono  Burgage,  herutoforo 
John  George,  and  now  iu  the  tenure  of  the  said 
Reginald,  aud  pay  yearly  00    0     0 

Reginald  Williams  holds  three  Burgages,  and  a  narcell 
of  ono  Burgage,  heretofore  William  Powell,  lato 
William  Keynolds,  and  now  iu  tho  tenure  of  tl>o  said 
Regiuald,  and  pays  per  annum 00    Oiij 

Reginald  Williams  holds  ono  Burgage,  heretofore 
Jenkin  Merricke,  late  Walter  Uumsey,  and  now  in 
the  tenure  of  Morgan  Johu  and  Phillip  Howell,  and 
pays  yearly ;•:••    ^^    ^    'J 

Mary  Williams  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  William 
Johu,  Goch,  late  Edward  niomas,  and  now  iu  tho 
tenure  of  Maud  Maurice,  aud  paid  per  annum    ....     00    0    ij 

George  Morgan  holds  oue  Burgage,  heretofore  Thomas 
Wdliam  Johu  Saor,  aud  now  in  the  tenure  of  the 
said  George,  and  pays  annually   00    0    ij 

Reginald  Williams  holds  three  Burgages,  and  a  paiiell 
of  a  Burgage,  late  David  ap  Roberts,  aud  now  iu  tho 
tenure  of  David  John  Tyler  and  Johu  Wilhams,  aud 
pays  yearly 00    Oiij 

William  Howell  Johu  in  the  right  of  liis  wife,  holds 
two  Burgages,  aud  a  parcell  of  a  Burgage,  heretofore 
Walter  Williams,  late  William  Iteiguolds,  jun.,  aud 
now  iu  his  tenure,  called  Le  Crofte.  aud  pays  yearly    00    0  iiij 

The  same  William  Howell  Johu,  holds  likewise  one 
Burgage,  aud  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Phillip,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  holds  ono 
parcell  of  a  Meadow,  heretofore  William  Powell,  aud 
now  in  the  tenure  of  William  Adams,  Gent ,  and 
pays  yearly ^    ®    ^ 

ASHE  STHEET. 

John  Rumsey  holds  one  Burgage,  and  a  parcell  of  a 
Burgage,  late  Alexander  Evans,  and  now  in  the 
tenure  of  Joan  Jeukius,  William  Edward  Weaver, 
and  pays  yearly     . •• 00    0    vj 

John  Rumsey  and  William  David  Nicholas  hold.s  one 
Burgage,  heretofore  William  Morris,  lato  David 
Nicholas  and  Walter  Rumsey,  now  iu  the  tenure  of  . 

,  and  pays  yearly ^    ^    'J 

The  same  William  David  Nicholas  holds  one  Burgage, 

late  parceU  of  Uske  Prioiyc,  and  pays  yearly  ......     00    0    0 

Robert  Shcppheard  Smith,    and  Thomas   Pembroke, 

holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Johu  Thomaa  Howell 
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y  Gove,  and  late  the  lieires  of  Reginald  Smith,  and 
Thomas  John  Pembroke,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of 
the  aforesaid  Robert  and  William,  and  pays  yearly    00    0    ij 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  Lord  of 
the  Burgh,  is  seized  in  ffee  of  and  in  one  Burg, 
called  le  Court  house  garden,  now  in  the  tenure  of 
John  Rumsey  and  his  assignes 00    0    0 

Elinor  Rumsey,  widdow,  and  Thomas  Giles  holds  two 
Burgages,  heretofore  Alfonso  Williams,  now  in  the 
tenure  of  Robert  Smith  and  William  Thomas,  and 
pay  yearly 00    0    ij 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent.,  holds  two  Burgages,  and  the 
half  of  one  Burgage,  late  William  Jenkin,  and  now 
in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Richard,  and  pays  per 
annum 00    0   vj 

Alice  Reynolds,  widdow,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
the  heires  of  Walter  Thomas,  late  Thomas  Reynold 
Williams,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  Andrew  Edwards, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Alice  Reynolds  Williams,  widdow,  holds  the  half  of 
one  Burgage,  heretofore  Henry  Llewies,  late  Thomas 
Reignald  Williams,  and  now  in  the  tenure  of  the 
said  Andrew  Edwards,  and  pays  yearly    00    0   vj 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  a  parcell  of  a  Burgage 
belonging  to  the  Chantry  of  Uske,  late  in  the  Tenure 
of  Thomas  Reynolds  Williams,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  Alice  Reynolds,  and  pays  per  annum 00     0     0 

John  Rumsey,  Farmer,  holds  the  half  of  a  Burgage 
and  parcell  of  a  Burgage  heretofore  Richard 
Pembroke  and  late  Joshua  Giles  Senior,  and  Thomas 
Reynolds  Williams,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  David 
Rosser  and  Andrew  Edwards,  and  pays  per  annum    00     0    0 

Alice  Reynolds,  holds  ome  parcell  ot  Ground,  late  John 
Watkins,  and  afterwards  Thomas  Reynolds,  and 
pays  yearly GO    0  iv 

Walter  Reynolds,  holds  a  parcell  of  a  Burgage, 
heretofore,  James  Williams,  late  Howell  James,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Anne  Williams,  and  pays 
yearly    00    0  vj 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent.,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  late 
Morgan  William,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said 
Richard,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  vj 

The  said  Richard,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  the  said 
Morgan,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Richard 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

The  same  Richard,  holds  one  Garden,  late  the  said 
Morgan,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Richard 
and  pays  per  annum 00    0  ij 

The  same  Richard,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore 
David  Morris,  near  the  Church  Yard,  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Richard,  and  pay  yearly 00    0  vj 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
looking  towards  Uske  Priory,  and  heretofore  in  the 
Tenirre  of  Godfrey  Rosser,  and  William  Vaughan, 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Alice  Reynolds,  widow, 
and  Andrew  Edwards,  and  pay  per  annum OO    0    0 
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Walter  Rumsey,  Esq.,  holds  a  HurRapo,  cnllwl  Coatlo 
orchards,  now  iu  tlio  Teuuro  of  John  Jenkins,  and 
pays  yearly 00    OtJ 

Edward  Rumsey,  of  Crickhowell,  Gont.,  holdn  two 
Burgages,  heretofore  John  Rumsey,  hito  Willmm 
Rumsey,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  ap  John, 
Butcher,  and  pays  yearly OO    0   ij 

Edward  Rumsey,  of  Criokbowell,  Cent..  hold»  ono 
Burgage,  heretofore  Alexander  tilover,  late  William 
Rumsey,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  tlie  said  Thomna 
ap  John,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    iJ 

Henry  James,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  the  heirca 
of  Walter  John  Phillip  Yehan,  late  John  Brown, 
and  now  iu  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Henry  James, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

William  Walttr  Smith,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
Howell  Thomas  y  Gove  now  in  his  own  possion.,  and 
pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  five  Burgages,  heretofore 
Lewis  John  Morris,  late  vVilliam  Morris,  and  now  in 
the  Tenure  of  George  Burf  ord,  and  ])ays  yearly ....     00    0    T 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  a  parcel!  of  a  Biirj^age, 
heretofore  the  said  Lewis  John  Morris,  late  the  sai.l 
William  Morris,  and  now  in  the  Tecure  of  the  said 
George  Burf  ord,   and   pay  yearly 00    0  Tj 

Robert  Shepherd,  holds  Two  Burgages,  heretofore 
Morgan  William  Morris,  late  Henry  John  Thomas,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Robert,  and  pays  yearly    00    0    ij 

Edward  Rumsey,  of  Crickhowell,  holds  half  a  Burgage 
heretofore  William  Lewis  Evaiths.  late  William 
Rumsey,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  ap  John, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0  TJ 

Richard  Morgan,  Geut.,  holds  one  Burgage  heretofore 
John  Casye  near  the  Church  Yard,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  David  Walter  Rosser,  and  John  Lewis,  and 
pays  by  the  year 00    0    Ij 

The  same  Richard,  holas  one  Burgage,  late  Henry 
Thomas,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  William  Harry, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

William  JoDe.s,  Gent.,  holds  Two  Burgages,  heretofore 
Elizabeth  Jones,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Phillip 
Jones,  Butcher,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Reginald  Williams,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore, 
Thomas  Jayue  Powell,  late  William  Reynolds,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Henry  John  Miller,  and  pays 
yearly 00     Otj 

The  same  Reginald,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore 
the  heires  of  W' illiam  Richards,  late  William  Reynolds, 
Senior,   now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Morgan,  and 

pays  yearly 00    0  TJ 

"  OLWTE  STREET  OVER  PONT  CLIEVON. 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent,  holds  one  Burgage  heretofore 
Walter  Thomas,  and  now  in  his  Own  Tenure,  and 
pays  yearly 00    0   ij 
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The  same  Richard,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Phillip 
Edward  Pncbard,  and  now  in  his  Own  Tenure  and 
pays    yearly OO    0    ij 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent,  holds  three  Burgages,  late  the 
heire  of  Howell  John  Tucker,  and  now  in  his  Own 
Tenure,  and  pays   yearly 00    0  iij 

Richard  Water,  holds  one  Burgage  late  John  Edward 
afterwards  Walter  David  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
John  David  Rosser,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

The  procurators  of  Pont  Clievon,  holds  a  parcell  of  a 
Burgage,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Richard 
Water  in  his  orchard  adjoining  to  the  Town  shore  and 
pays  yearly 00     0    0 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent,  and  Thomas  Morris,  Clerk,  holds 
five  Burgages,  late  George  Morgan,  afterwards  the 
heires  of  Thomas  Williams,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the 
said  Richard,  and  William  Thomas  and  pay  yearly. .     00    0    v 

The  same  Thomas  Morris,  holds  one  parcell  of  Land  by 
Olwie  Bridge,  late  George  Morgan  and  now  in 
the  Tenure  of  William  Thomas,  and  pays  yearly  .. ..     00     0     j 

Richard  Water  holds  one  Burgage  heretofore  John  ap 
Robert,  late  Walter  David,  now  in  his  own  Tenure 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Richard  Water,  holds  one  Burgaoe,  heretofore  Jenkin 
David  Meredith,  late  Walter  David,  now  in  his  own 
Tenure,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

William  Howell  John,  holds  Two  Burgages,  heretofore 
Howell  Edward,  late  William  Powell,  of  Lancayo,and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Andrew  Edwards,  and  pays  yearly    00    0    ij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt..  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Roger 
Williams,  Esq.,  afterwards  in  the  Tenure  of  John 
Morris  John  Saer,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Gabriell 
George,    and   pays    yearly 00    0     0 

OLWIE  STREET  with  CROES  LLOYD. 

Thomas  Morris,  Clerk,  holds  one  parcell  of  Land  by  Pont 
Olwie,  late  Henry  Lewis,  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
William  Thomas,  and  pays  yearly 00 

William  Jenkins,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  heires  of 
Jo«kin  John  Griffiths,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Henry 
David,  Baskett  Maker,  and  pays  yearly 00 

Edward  Lord  Herbert  and  Baron  of  Cherbury,  and 
Castle  Islands,  holds  in  the  right  of  Dame  Mary,  his 
wife,  one  Burgage,  late  William  Herbert,  and  now  in 
the  Tenure  of  Joan  Rees,  wid.,  and  pays  yearly 00 

Thomas  Giles,  holds  two  Burgages,  late  John  Watkin, 
late  John  Giles,  Senior.,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
Gweullian  Flemin,  and  others  and  pays   yearly  ....     00 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent.,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
William  Morris,  late  Thomes  Morgan,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Richard  Morgan,  and  pays  yearly    00 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent.,  holds  Two  Burgages,  late 
Thomas  Morgan,  and  now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and 
pays  yearly ,..,,,,,,,., , , , '» •    00 
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Tho  same  Richard  liolds  one  BurgnRo.  Into  tlio    said 

Thomas  Moifian,  and  now  in  his  Owu  Teiiuro 00    0    ii 

"William  rowoll,  Gent.,  holds  Six  BurpuKcs,  hito  John 
Morris  Joliu  Saycr,  and  now  in  tho  Tcuuro  uf  Mar- 
garet Williams,  Wid.,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  vi 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent,,  holds  one  Burgage,  horetoforo 
John  Williams  David,  afterwards  Morgan  William, 
and  now  in  his  owu  Tenure,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ii 

Richard  Morgan,  Gent.,  holds  one  I'iUrgago  and  a  half, 
late  the  hcires  of  Howell  John  Tucker,  and  now  in 
his  owu  Tenure,  and  Anno  Thomas,  Wid.,  and  pays 
ywiily 00    Oviii 

The  same  Kichard  holds  two  Burgag«>s,  late  William 
Powell,  and  now  in  tho  Tenure  of  tho  said  Richard 
Morgan,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ii 

William  jpowell,  Gent.,  holds  two  Burgages,  lato 
William  Hugh,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Margaret 
Williams,  Wid.,  and  pays  yearly OO    0    ij 

Charles  Williams,  Kut.,  holds  ouo  parcell  of  land  liy 
#«#»*««««»**{jgjg^QfQj.g  Howell  Edwards,  and  now 
in  the  Tenure  of  Reginald  Williams,  Gent.,  and  pays 
yearly  00    0    0 

PUCKLANE. 

Charles  Williams,  Gent.,  holds  divers  Burgages  here, 
tofore  Lewis  John  Monis,  and  afterwards  in  tho 
Tenure  of  Henry  Watkius,  and  now  in  tho  Tenure  of 
Thomas  Powell,  Gent,,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Charles  Williams,  Edit.,  holds  one  parcell  of  Land, 
heretofore  James  John  John  Watkins,  lato  William 
Harries,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Powell, 
and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

William  PhiUpl  David  and  Phillip  Edwards  hold 
divers  parcells  of  Laud,  late  Edward  Merricks, 
afterwards  Thomas  Edwards,  and  now  iu  tho  Tenure 
of  William  Phillip,  aud  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Phillip,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  aud  Montgomery,  is  seized 
in  his  Demesne  al  of  Ffee  of  one  parcell  ot  Land  late 
Phillip  Barnard,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Christopher 
Jones,  Esq,  and  his  Tents.,  by  gi-ant 00    0    0 

William  and  Phillip  Edward,  hold  two 
Burgages,  late  Thomas  Edwards,  heretofore  Agnes 
Morton,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  William, 
and  pays  yearly .••••. ^    *  'J 

John  Brinsdon,  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  holds  two 
Burgages,  late  Howell  Edwards,  called  Kay-y-ydd 
afterwards  William  Rosscr,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 

PowellQiles   OO    0   ij 

The  same  John  holds  one  close  of  Land,  containing 
divers  Burgages  in  Pucklaue,  late  the  beires  of 
William  David,  called***»****afterwards  William 
Eosser  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Powell 

Giles,  aud  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Charles  Williams,  Kut.,  holds  one  parcell  of  Laud  free, 
late  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  now  in  his  own  Tcuuro 
aud  bis  assigues,  aud  pays  yearly "oo^    ^    ^ 
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Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
the  late  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  heretofore  Thonaas 
Gibbon,  and  now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and  pays  yearly  00  0  0 
Charles  WilUams,  Kut.,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
of  the  Church  of  Usk,  and  heretofore  in  the  Teuui-e 
of  the  said  Roger  Wnis.,  Esq.,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  the  said  Charles,  and  pays  to  the  Lord  yearly. ...  GO  0  0 
Powell  Giles  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore  Thomas 
David,  afterwards  David  Giles,  and  now  in  his  own 

possession,   and  pays  yearly 00    0  iij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  hereto- 
fore the  said  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  heretofore 
Thomas  David,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said 

Charles,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  ij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  the 
said  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  heretofore  Edward  Jeyne 

now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and  pays  yearly 00     0    ij 

William  Jones,  Gent.,  holds  Two  Burgages,  late  Phillip 

Edwards,  now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and  pays  yearly. ,     00    0    ij 
Edward  Rumsey,  of  Crickhowell,  Gent.,  holds  one  Bur- 
gage,   heretofore    Reginald  Hughes,  late    William 
Rumsey,  and  now  in  the  Tenure   of  Thomas  John 

Butcher,  and  pays  yearly    00     0   ij 

William  Jones,  Gent.,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  WilUam 
John  Saer,  and  now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and  pays 

yearly  00    0    0 

Matthew  Powell,  Gent.,  holds  two  Burgages,  here- 
tofore the  said  William  John  Saer,  afterwards 
William  Powell,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Elizabeth 

his  Wid.,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

William  Price,  Clerk,  holds  one  Burgage  and  a  bam, 
late  the  heires  of  William  David,  now  in  his  own 

Tenure  and  assignos,  and  pay  yearly 00    0    ij 

The  same  William  I'rice  holds  one  Burgage,  and  par- 
cell  of  a  Burgage,  heretofore  the  heires  of  the  said 
William  David,  William  Rosser,  now  in  the  Tenure 

of  More  Fortune,  Clk.,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  iij 

SAINT  MARY  STREET. 
William  Jenkins  holds  one    Burgage,  late  the  Bp.  of 
LandafE,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  William,  and 

pays  yearly 00    0   ij 

Powell  Giles  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore  Thomas 
David,  late  David  Giles,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 

the  said  Powell,  and  pays  yearly 00     0  vj 

Philhp,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  Lord  of 
the  Mannor  aforesaid,  is  seized  in  his  Demesne  as  of 
Ffee  of  and  in  two  Burgages,  heretofore  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Wid.,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Christopher 

Jones,  Esq  ,  by  grant,  etc 00    0    ij 

The  same  Earl  is  seized  in  his  demesne  as  of  Ffee,  of 
and    in   another   Burgage,    there    and   there  pays 

yearly  ••'•     00    0    0 

William  Treharne.  in  right  of  his  wife,  holds  one  Bur- 
gage, heretofore  Thomas  Williams,  John  Saer,  late 
William  Powell,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  William 
Edward  Weaver,  und  pays  yearly 00    0  ij 
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Charles  Wininms,  Knt. ,  hoMs  tho  half  of  ono  Burprnpo 
horotoforo  Heury  Johu  Tucker,  late  in  tlio  Tenure 
of  William  Thomas  Suite,  nnil  now  in  tho  Tenuro  of 

Johu  KejTiolds,  juul  pays  yearly 00    0   t j 

Thomas  John  Harris,  holds  tho  half  of  ono  Burgago, 
heretofore  tlie  heires  of  HowoU  John  Tucker,  Uto 
Henry  John  Powell,  ami  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Evan 

"William  Smith,  ami  pays  yearly 00    0  vj 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  GcorKo  Jones  do  Mells  m  Gem 
Somerset,  Gent.,  holds  ono  Burgage,  horotoforo 
William    Fflemming,    and    now    in   tho  Tenuro  of 

Andrew  Ff lemming,  and  pays  yearly  90    0    ij 

George  Jones  holds  one  Burgage,  liorotoforo  William 
John  Fflemmiug,  late  tho  heires  of  John  Powell,  and 
now  in  the  Tenuro  of  Elizabeth  Thomas,  Widdow, 

and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

The  same  George,  holds  ono  Burgage,  and  a  half 
heretofore  the  wife  of  Howell  Thomas  ap  Yoratcrg, 
afterwards  the  heir  of  John  Powell,  and  now  in  the 

Tenure  and  pays  yearly 00      viij 

Andrew  Nicholas  holds  half  a  Burgage  and  a  Bame, 
late  the  heires  of  William  Hoskins,  and  now  in  tho 

Tenure  of  William  Probert,  and  pays  yearly 00    0   vj 

The  same  Andrew  Nicholas  holds  a  prcU.  of  a  feurgago 
looking  to  Usk  Priory,  heretofore  John  Thomas 
Griffiths,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Watkiu 

John,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

The  same  Andrew  holds  two  Burgages  late  Nicholas 
William  Griffiths,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Jolui 

Thomas  Watkins,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  vj 

Margarett  Powell,  Wid,.  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore 
Jeonette  Williams,  Wid.,  late  Eoger  Powell,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Jones,  and  pays  yearly  00  0  vj 
Charles  WilUams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage  belonging 
to  the  Priory  of  Usk,  heretofore  Jeonetto  Williams, 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Margaret  Lewis,  Powell 
Wid.,  and  William  Christopher,  and  pays  yearly..  00  0  0 
Andrew  Nicholas  holds  one  Burgage,  heretoforo 
Nicholas  William  Griffiths,  late  William  Nicholas,  and 
now  in  the  Tenxire  of  William  John  David,  and  pays 

yearly   00    0  vj 

The  same  Andrew  holds  one  Burgage,  now  the  Kill  and 
garden,  heretofore  Nicholas  Williams  Griffiths 
lately  William  Nicholas,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 

William  Probert,  and  pays  yearly O'J    0  vj 

Christopher  Joluies,  Esq. ,  holds  'iwo  Burgages  now  in 
the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Watkins,  heretofore  Howell 

WDliam  James,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    0 

Andrew  Nicholas  holds  one  Burgage  heretoforo 
Nicholas  William  Griffiths,  late  William  Griffiths  and 

now  00    0    0 

Andrew  Nicholas  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  the 
said  Nicholas,  late  the  said  William  Nicholas,  and 
now  in  tho  Tenure  of  Robert  Watkins,  and  pays 
yearly  (I  ii.iiiii  tiiitiitiiitiiiiiMiKiKitoitf*    00    0  ij 

23* 
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William  Treharn  and  James  John  George  hold  two 
Burgages,  heretofore  Phe.  Edwards  late  Jenkins  Phe. 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  James  and  Edward 
Bowen,  and  pays 00    0  ij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage  looking 
towards  Uske  Priory,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
Richard  Lyndsey,  and  pays  yearly 00     0     0 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage  looking  to 
the  Priory  of  Uske,  heretofore  in  the  Tenure  of  John 
Morris  John  Saer,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Walter 
Johnes,  and  pays  yearly 00     0     0 

Charles  Williams,  Knt,,  and  Christopher  Jones,  Esq., 
holds  one  Burgage,  called  Garth-y-Seyton,  looking 
towards  Uske  Priory,  heretofore  in  the  Tenure  of 
Howell  John  Tucker,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
William  Powell,  Jun.,  and  pays  yearly 00    0     0 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  one  Burgage  looking 
towards  Uske  Priory,  late  Nicholas  William  Griifiths, 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  William  Pryse,  and  pays 
yearly   00    0    0 

Moore  Fortune,  Clerk,  holds  one  Burgage  looking 
towards  the  Church  of  Uske,  called  Chui-chgarden, 
and  j)ays  yearly 00    0  vj 

William  Treharn  holds  half  a  Burgage,  heretofore 
William  John  Fflemming,  late  John  Giles,  Jun., 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Evan  John,  and  pays  yearly. .     00    0  vj 

Feoffees  of  Lands  of  Roger  Edwards  holds  one  Mess, 
heretofore  Jenkin  John  Tucker,  late  William  Harris 
Llangwm,   and    pays  yearly 00    0    0 

The  same  Feoffees  hold  one  Burgage  and  a  parcell  of 
a  Burgage  heretofore  the  said  Jenkin  John  Tucker, 
and  late  the  said  William  Harries  to  the  use  of  the 
School  Master  of  the  Ffree  Schools  of  Uske,  lately 
founded,  and   pay    yearly 00    0    0 

SHIPPINGS    STREETE. 

William  Powell,  Gent. ,  holds  a  parcell  of  a  Burgage, 
now  a  barn  there,  hei'etofore  Thomas  David  Morgan, 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  William  Powell,  and  pays 
yearly   00    0   iij 

John  Rumsey  holds  half  a  Burgage,  late  Edward  John 
David  ap  Yoarath,  and  Jane  Vcrch  Howell,  and 
now  in  his  Tenure  and  pays  yearly 00     0     0 

William  Powell,  Gent.,  holds  a  peell.  of  a  Burgage,  late 
Jane  Verch  Howell,  late  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  John 
Ramsey,  and  pays  yearly 00    0   iij 

The  same  William  holds  one  Messuage  or  Tenement  late 
Thomas  DavidjMorgan,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the 
said  William  Powell,   and  pays  yearly 00    0   iij 

The  same  "William  Powell  holds  half  a  Burgage  and 
parcell  of  a  Burgage,  late  William  Uavid  Herver  and 
Hugh  ap  Rosser,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said 
AVilliam  Rosser,        and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

The  same  William  holds  Two  Burgages  late  Jane  Verch 
Howell,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  William, 
,aa4  p&ys  ycaiU.i , 00   0  ij 
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Williftm  Powell,  (lent,  holds  ono  Itur;joKe  and  half  a 
Hurjjage,  heretofore  Thomas  Havid  Morgan,  Into 
"illiun    Powell,  and   now   in   the   Tenure   of  Mary 

I  owell,  Wid.,  and  pays  yearly 00  0  rilj 

Charles  WillianiR,  Knt  ,  holds  two  Uur^agPt.  heretofore 
late  Roger  Williams,  Ks.i..  and  uow  m  the  Tenure  of 

Richard  Davies,  and  pays  yearly OO    0    ij 

Charles  Williams,  Bart.,  holds  one  Bursage,  heretofore 
Roger  Williams,  Ksn-,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the 

said  Richard  Davies,  and  pays  yearly OO    0    0 

Elizabeth  Morgan  holds  one  Purgsgo,  heretofore  Walter 
John   Thomas,   and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Benjamin 

Harrison    and  pays  yearly 00    0    iJ 

Matthew  PowoU.  Gent.,  holds  ono  Burgage,  heretofore 
Gwenlliane  William,  late  William  Powell,  and  now  in 

the  Tenure  of  William  Thomas,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    jj 

Charles  Willinms,  Knt.,  and  Benjamin  Harrison  hold 
two  Burgages,  heretofore  John  Nic  hoi  is,  late  Walter 
Morgan  and  Reginald  Hughes,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  the  sail!  Benjamin  and  Roger  Leonard,  and  pay  yearly  00  0  ij 
William  Phe  David  and  Phillip  K.iwards.  hold  one 
Burgage,  heretofore  the  heires  of  Ldward  .John  Meirick, 
late  Thomas  Edward  Meiiick,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 

of  Richard  David,  and  pay  yearlj'  00    0    ij 

Henry  Rumsey.  Gent.,  holds  two  Burgages,  late  David 
Morgan,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Henry,  and 

pays  yearly OO    0     ij 

William  Treharne   holds  half  a  Burgage,  late  William 

Watkin  and  now  in  his  Tenure  and  pays  y-^arly 00    0  tJ 

William  Treharne  holds  half  a  Burgage,  late  ( iiles  Jforris, 

afterwards  John  Giles,  and  now  in  his  Own  Tenure. ...     00    0  vj 
Henry  Rumsey,  Gent. ,   holds  one   Burgage,  late  David 
Morris,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Henry,  and 

pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Edward  Rumsey,  Gent ,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  William 
JohnfS.  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Edward,  and 

pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Edward  Rumsey,  Gent.,  holds  one  Burgage,  late  William 
John  ap  Jeyne,  and  now  in  his  own  Tenure,  and  pays 

yearly   00    0    0 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  and  Jane  Ro«ser.  Wid.,  hold  one 
Burgage,  heretofore  Mauri  e  Edwards,  afterwards 
Edward   Morris,   and   now   in    the  Tenure  of  George 

Davies  and  the  said  Jane,  and  piys  yearly   00    0    ij 

Edward  Rumsey.  Gent  ,  holds  half  a  Burgage,  late  Roger 
William  Griffith,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  William 

R"8ser,  fiercer,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  vj 

Thomas  Harry  holds  half  one  Burgage  late  John  Edward 

Waythe,  afterwards  Henry  John  Thomas,  and  now  in 

the  Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Harrys  and  pays  yearly    Qi)    0  tj 

Henry  Probert.  Esq. ,  holds  OTieBurgage,  heretoforeCeorge 

ap  Probert,  late  William  Powell.  Junior,  and  now  in  the 

Tenure  of  Eve  Powell,  Wid.,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Thomas  Giles  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Thomas 
Williams,  late  John  Gil^s,  tfenior,  and  new  in  tbo 
Teiiure  of  Eoger  Mynd,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    IJ 
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The  Portreeve  and  Burgesses  of  Uslce  hold  the  Lordship 
of  the  Slarkett,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  lUchnrd  Morgan 

and  his  assignes,  and  pays  yearly 00     0    ij 

BARON    STREETE. 
Thomas   Giles,   Gent.,   holds  three  Burgages,  heretofore 
Reginald  William  Jeyne,  late  the  heires  of  John  Powell, 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Charles  Tanner,  and  pays 

yearly    0^     0  "J 

Thomas  Powell,  Gent,  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  the 
said  Reginald  AYilliam  Jeyne.  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  Thomas  John  Morris  and  Andrew  Morgan,  and  pay 

yearly    .■•     00    0    ij 

Thomas  Lewis  Evan  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Giles 
Morris,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  John  Rumsey,  and 

pays   yearly ;  •     00     0    ij 

Thomas  Powell  holds  two  Burgages,  heretofore  l^faurice 
Edwards,  late  the  heires  of  Henry  John  Powell,  nuw  in 

the  said  Thomas  Powell,  and  pays  yearly OO     0    ij 

The  same  Thomas  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Roger 
William  Griffith,  late  the  heires  of  the  said  John 
Powell,   and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas 

Powell,  and  pays  yearly 00     0    ij 

John  Brinsden  and  his  wife  hold  si-x  Burgages,  heretofore 
William  Gebon,  late  W'illiam  Rosser,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Powell,  and  pay  yearly. .. .     00    0  vij 
The  same  John  holds  three  burgages,  heretofore  the  heires 
of  William  David,  late  William  Rosser,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Powell,  and  pays  yeaily. .. .     OO     0  iij 
The  same  John  holds  the  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Gwen- 
llian    William,    late   William   Rosser,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Powell  and  pays  yearly. .. .     00    0    ij 
Thomas  Powell,  Gent.,  holds  five  Burgaiies,  late  Walter 
John   Thomis,  and   now   in   the  Tenure   of  the  said 

Thomas,  and  pays  j-early 00    0     v 

The  same  Thomas  holds  one  Burgage  and  a  parcell  of  a 
Burgage,  late  the  heires  of  Joha  Watkins.  and  now  in 

the  Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas,  and  pays  yearly OO    0    ij 

William  Treharue  and  his  wife,  hold  one  liurgage.  late 
the  heires  of  Hugh  Bedo,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the 

said  Willi;im  Treharne,  and  pays   yearly 00    0    ij 

KEWMARKETT    SIREETE. 
Thomas  Powell,  Gent.,  holds  two    Burgages  heretofore 
John    Watliin,  late  William  Harries,  and  now  in  the 

Tenure  of  the  said  Thomus  Powell,  and  pays  yearly 00     0    ij 

William  Treharne  holds  half  a  Burgage  late  Gwenlliane 
William,  and  iiow  in  the  Tenure  of  James  Meredith, 

and   pays  yi  arly 00    0    0 

Charles  Wiliams.  Knt .  holds  '6  p  irts  of  one  Burgage,  late 
the  heires  (f  John  Watkin,  after  William  Harries,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  thesaid  Charles  Williams,  and  pays 

yearly 00     0     iJ 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  Thomas  Powell,  Gent.,  Thomas 
Giles,  William  'i'reharn,  Clerk,  and  George  Davies 
hold  one  JJurgage  and  3  parts  of  a  Burgage  to  (iiles 
Morris,  Anne  Coke,  Maurice  Edward,  and  the  heires  of 
Uwsli  ijedo,  and  pay  yearly  c  (•.....,  c .,,,, , 00    0 
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Charles  Williams,  Knt,  hoMs  tbroe  Hurgagpi  nnJ  1 
parcell  of  a  lUirgnge.  hcrotoforo  Ito^jer  Uilnuus,  K«i|., 
now  in  tUo  Tenure  of  the  siiiJ  Charles  \Villiatii8,  auJ 
pays  yearly (.0    0  iij 

The  same  Charles  William'*  holds  the  luilf  of  ono  Hurgago 
heretofore  Uogor  Mason,  ami  now  in  the  Tenure  of 
Morgan  Feltmaker,    and    pays  annually   UO    0  TJ 

Edward  Rumsey,  of  Crii-khowoll,  Cenl.,  holds  the  half  of 
one  Hurgage.  heretofore  John  Kuinsey.  late  William 
Kumsey,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  John  Kees,  and 
Nicholas  Harvey,  and  pays  yoarly    tiO    0    ij 

Edward  Kuniscy,  of  L'ske,  holds  one  I'ur^^'age,  late  Thomas 
Williams  and  now  in  the  1  enure  of  Jolm  l'eppin,aDd 
pays  yearly UO    0    ij 

Edward  Kumsey.  ot  Criokhowell,  holds  a  parcell  of  a 
Burgage,  heretefore  John  Rurasey.  and  late  William 
Kumsey,  aud  now  in  the  Tenure  of  himself,  and  pays 
yearly    OO    0  iiij 

WALKER    STUEKTE. 

Walter  Reynolds  holds  two  burgages,  heretofore  Reginald 
David,  late  Thomas  Reynolds,  and  now  in  tie  Tenure 
of  the  said  Walter  Reynolds,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Walter  Reynolds  holds  one  Kurgage,  late  Tliomas 
Keyaolds,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Waiter 
and  pays  yearly 00     0    i j 

Edward  kumsey  holds  half  a  I'urgage,  heretofore  \Villiara 
ab  Jdhn  Jeyne,  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Edward, 
and   pays  yearly 00    0   vj 

William  Treharne  holds  one  Hurgage,  heretofore  .Villiam 
^\  illiams,  late  John  Giles,  Jan.,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  the  said  William  Treharne.  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Thomas  Powell  holds  one  Burgage,  late  Phillip  Morgan 
Edward,  and  now  in  the  Jenure  of  the  said  Ti.omas,  and 
pays  yearly 0 »    0    ij 

William  Phe.  David  and  Phillip  Edward  holds  one  Bur- 
gage, heretofore  the  heires  ot  Edward  John  ileirick,  late 
Themas  Edward,  and  now  in  the  I'euure  of  the  said 
William  J. van  John,  and  pays  yearly    00    0    ij 

Thomas  Powell  holds  one  Pumage,  late  John  William 
Eleminge,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas, 
and   pays  yearly CO    0    ij 

The  same  Thomas  Powell  holds  one  Burgage,  now  in  the 

Tenure  of  the  said  Thomas,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Thomas  Giles  holds  two  Burgages,  late  the  heiros  of  John 
Meirick,  Minor,  and  now  in  tho  Tenure  of  Juhn  Morgan, 
and   pays  yearly OO    0    ij 

John  brinsden  and  his  wife  hold  two  Burgages,  hereto- 
fore Walter  William,  Clerk,  late  Williaoi  Kogers,  and 
now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Powell,  and  pay  yearly       00    0    0 

Richard  Jones  holds  a  third  pte.  of  a  Burgage,  late  the 
heires  of  John  Meirick,  Minor,  and  now  in  the  Tenure 
of  the  said  Richard,  and  pays  yearly 00    0  yij 

The  same  Richard  holds  by  Grant  of  the  Auditt  as  place 
cal  ed  Le  Dymtern,  now  in  the  lenure  of  the  said 
Kichard,  and  pays  yearly 00    0      i 
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Thomas  Powell,  Gent.,  and  Thill  p  Edwards  in  the  right 
of  his  wife,  hold  two  Burgages,  heretofore  the  heires  of 
Edward  John  Meirick,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Evan 
John  Miller  and  Christian  William  Spinster,  and  pays 
yearly    OO    0    ij 

Edward  Eumsey  holds  three  Burgages,  late  David  Jones 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Henry  Rumsey  and  pays 
yearly    00    0    ij 

Walter  Reynolds  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Reginald 
David,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said  Walter,  and 
pays  yearly 00     0    ij 

Thomas  Powell  holds  one  Burgage,  heretofore  Edward 
John  David,  late  Watkin  Edward,  and  now  in  the 
Tenure  of  the  said  Watkin,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Charles  William*,  Knt. ,  holds  four  Burgages,  now  one 
Orchard,  heretofore  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  heretofore 
Morgan  James,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  the  said 
Charles  Williams,  and  pays  yearly  00    0  iiij 

William  Powell  holds  one  Burgage,  late  William  Williams 
and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  Thomas  Harrys,  and  pays 
yearly   00    0    ij 

The  same  William  Powell  holds  one  Burgage,  late  James 
Howells,  and  now  in  the  Tenure  of  him  and  his 
assignes,  and  pays  yearly 00    0    ij 

Charles  Williams,  Knt.,  holds  two  Burgages,  called, 
heretofore  Elizabeth  Jones,  Wid.,  Chappel  Hey,  and 
pays  yearly 00    0    0 


indent  Htst  of  tfjc  ijurgrssro  of  daft. 

At  page  91  and  following  pnges  a  list  is  giron  ot  the  HurgwuiM  of 
Usk  from  the  years  17;'>2  to  ISSf),  but  it  woiil.i  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing list  that  prior  to  those  dates  the  Hurgossi-sof  the  IJorough  enjoyed 
the  privilege  as  far  as  Cardiff  on  the  west,  and  Trollock  on  the  oaat. 

William  NichoUs,  of  Penalt 

John  Davies,  of  I't-nalt 

Jamus  Brace,  of  Penalt 

James  Davis,  of  I'enalt 

Moses  Itnvi'ii.s,  of  I'enalt 


James  \Villi:iin3,  of  IViiali 
Philip  Austin,  of  I'enalt 
Hezekiali  Hopkins,  of  CarditT 
William  luilieits.  of  Tardilf 
John  Kvaiis,  of  I'enalt 
William  Kdwards,  of  Penalt 
James  Kuberts,  of  Penalt 
Edward  'I'liomas,  of  Penalt 
Thomas  Rowland,   of  Penalt 
'riioinas  Pixon.  of  Pcn:ilt 
.lolin  Uavies,  d  p.iiiiU 
Kees  Vaiiiian,  Leikwith,i;l;i. 
Thomas  Turner,  ot  llaniilt 
•  Jeorjte  Williams,  of  I'enalt 
Aaron  Daviil,  of  Penalt 
William  Pritehard  of  Penalt 
.lohn  Kiehards,  of  Penalt 
John  Parry,  of  Penalt 
John  Jones,  of  Penalt 
William  Morgan,  of  Cardiff 
James  Owen,  of  Cardiff 
Edward  Morgan,  of  Cardiff 
Richard  Powell,  of  Cardiff 
Evan  Williams,  of  Leckwith 
John   Lewis,  of  Leckwith 
Morgan  Dowall,  of  Leckwith 
John  Pritchard,  of  Leckwith 
Edward  Lambert,  of  (.'anlitf 
John  Whiting,  of  Canlirf 
Henry  Yeomans,  of  Cardiff 
Ai-thur  Tanner,  of  Caidiff 
Arthur  Williams,  of  Cardiff 
Thomas  Stephens,  of  t'ardiff 
Moses  Morgan,  of  Cardiff 
Ralph  Boweu,  of  Cardiff 
William  Lewis,  Gwernesney 
Benjamin  Ambrose,  of  Uske 
Phillip  Major,  of  Usk 
William  \\'illiams.  of  Penalt 
John  Williams,  of  Panteague 
Philip  Cadogan,  of  Landenny 
W'm.  Williams,  of  Gwehelog 
John  Davies,  of  Gwehelog 
Roger  Williams,  of  Glascoed 
Wm.  Morgan,   of  Gwehelog 
Heni-y  Francis,  of  Llanbadoc 
Wm  Jones,  of  Llaubaddock 
Thomas  Kees,  of  Llanbadoc 
And.  Pritchard,  Munkswood 
Wm.  Morgan,  of  Moukswood 


.liihii  Camoson,   .MonkHWood 
Ltiwis  Kiehardu,  of  (iwlIwK 
Richard  Willianw,  of  Prelleg 
Henry  Morgan,  of  Trelleij 
John  .Morris,  of  Trelle^ 
John  .Moxley,  of  Trulleg 
Robert  Vaugiian,  of  Trellog 
Herbert  Jones,  of  Trelleif 
Williiim  Williams,  of  Trelleg 
Charles  Hughes,  of  Trelleg 
Oliver  Luff,  of  Trelleg 
.lolin  Gwln,  of  Trelleg 
Tliomas  Lewis,  of  Trelleg 
Cliristoph.  Davies  of Tr.lleg 
t)avid  Hughes.  «(   1  relk'v 
Uicliard  S)K'iici'r.  of  rnlK-i; 
Uilliaiu   Idles.  ,,f  Trell.j: 
D:i\iil  Williams,  of  Trelleg 
•  harles  Howell,  of  TrelUg 
Morgan  Pritchard,  of  Ti-elleg 
John  Kosser,  of  Trelleg 
Thomas  Gwin,   of  Trelleg 
John  Davis,  of  Trelleg 
John  (iriftiths,  of  Penalt 
Philliji  Koberts,  of  Penalt 
(iriftitlHirittiths,  of  Penalt 
Thiiinas  l)i\on,  of  Penalt 
William  liichards,  of  Penalt 
W'illiam  ihomas,  of  Penalt 
Thomas  Lewis,  of  Penalt 
Isaac  Ricliards,  of  Penalt 
.Inhii  Thiiiuas.  of  Penalt 
William  Watkins,  of  Penalt 
Tliomas  Young,  of  Penalt 
John  Arthur,  of  Prnalt 
John  James,  of  Penalt 
Philip  Watkins,  of  I'enalt 
Philip  Yimng,  of  Penalt 
George  Kiiistone,  of  Penalt 
Richard  Jones,  of  Penalt 
Thomas  Austen,    if  I'enalt 
William  Jones,  of  Penalt 
William  Austin,  of  Penalt 
John  Morris,  of  Penalt 
Edward  Williams,  of  Penalt 
John  Jones,  of  Penalt 
George  Williams,  of  I'enalt 
.lacob  Rosier,  of  Cardiff 
Thomas  Austin,  of  Canlilf 
Francis  Bowen,  of  Cardiff 
Jas.  Edwards,  jun.  of  Penalt 
John  Martin,  of  Penalt 
James  Martin,  of  Penalt 
William  Lewis,  of  Penalt 


Trelleck  at  this  period  was  a  place  of  much  importance,  for  in  the 
Court  Rolls  a  distinction  was  made  between  the  town  or  borough 
tmA.  the  parish,  the  latter  being  called  the  foreign.  The  tenants  of 
the  borough  had  peculiar  privileges,  and  the  lan<ls  within  its  bounds 
were  all  freeholds,  while  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  the  foreign 
are  copyhold. 

24 
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p      THE     MARKETS.       - 


The  market  day  is  Friday.  Some  years  back  a 
respectable  and  lively  little  market  was  held,  at 
which  the  inhabitants  were  amply  provided  with 
meat,  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  etc.  At  that  time  there 
were  butchers'  shambles  in  the  street,  and  the 
farmers'  wives  and  daughters  exposed  their  produce 
for  sale  in  the  Market  Square  and  under  the  Town 
Hall.  The  space  under  the  Town  Hall  has  been 
much  contracted  since  those  days  by  the  building  of 
rooms  and  cells.  The  cause  of  the  discontinuation 
of  the  market  arose  thus  :  In  the  year  1842,  on  the 
erection  of  the  present  County  Gaol,  Mr.  James 
Williams,  purchased  the  site  of  the  House  of 
Correction,  in  Bridge-street,  and  after  building  his 
house  and  shop,  devoted  a  portion  of  the  premises 
to  a  market,  complaints  having  been  frequent  of 
the  market  place  under  the  Town  Hall  being  so 
draughty  during  inclement  weather,  that  those 
attending  it  suffered  greatly  from  the  current  of 
cold  winds  driving  between  the  iron  railings  which 
were  placed  in  each  arch.  The  new  market  was 
considered  an  innovation  on  the  custom  of  the 
borough.  It  excited  jealousy  on  the  part  of  owners 
of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  old  market, 
aroused  a  spirit  of  opposition,  and  there  was  great 
strife  between  the  chief  parties  interested  in  the 
localities.  Some  few  attended  the  new  market,  but 
the  greater  number  supported  the  old  one  ;  rival 
criers  were  set  to  work  to  announce  each  mai-ket. 
Matters  continued  in  this  state  for  some  years. 
The  market  place  under  the  hall  was  improved  by 
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filling  up  tho  arches  on  the  one  siilo  with  mofionry 
work,  and  Mr.  Evan  Jones,  tho  then  Portreeve  of 
the  borough,  issued  a  notice  directing  tliat  tho 
people  should  cease  to  hawk  their  produce,  butter, 
cheese,  eggs,  and  poultry  from  house  to  house, 
and  thereby  forestall  the  market,  as  well  as 
as  causing  inconvenience  to  buyer  and  seller.  Tho 
vagrant  market  had,  however,  been  too  long 
suffered,  and  the  order  was  only  partially  carried 
out.  Some  attended  tho  old  market,  some  made 
their  purchase  at  the  new  one,  and  some  bought  at 
their  doors,  until  at  last  the  two  markets  dwindled 
away,  and  the  one  in  the  lower  street  is  now 
represented  by  a  solitary  butcher's  stall. 

Monthly  Markets  for  the  sale  of  live  stock  were 
until  recently  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  each 
month.  Fairs  are  held  for  the  sale  of  stock 
and  pedlery  on  the  20th  of  April,  Trinity 
Monday,  October  29th,  and  December  16th.  There 
is  no  enclosed  market,  but  the  cattle,  sheep  pens, 
pig  pens,  etc.,  are  distributed  about  the  main 
streets,  doing  much  damage  there,  and  obstructing 
the  thoroughfares  to  the  annoyance  of  persona 
having  occasion  to  be  out  in  the  town  on  those 
days. 

Proposition    for    a    Stock    Market. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Clark),  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  1st  of  April,  1885, 
laid  before  the  members  the  proposition,  of  which 
he  had  previously  given  notice,  for  the  building  of 
a  cattle  market  for  the  town.  It  would  be  very 
desirable  to  get  rid  of  the  nuisance  of  the  cattle, 
sheet),  pigs,  and  horses  from  the  streets,  and  a 
saving  of  expense  to  the  ratepayers  in  repairing  tho 
damage  to  the  footpaths.  The  subject  of  building 
a  stock  market  had  on  two  or  three  occasions  been 
brought  before  the  public,  but  had  failed  being 
carried  out.     He  thought  a  central  position  could 
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be  obtained  in  the  town  ;  and  he  did  not  believe 
the  interest  of  the  innkeepers,  who  were  generally 
opposed  to  the  scheme,  would  be  interfered  with 
in  any  way  from  confining  the  mai'ket  to  a  con- 
venient site,  and  he  would  suggest  that  a  Committee 
be  formed  to  carry  out  that  object.  This  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  following  members  wei^e  selected 
as  the  Committee  : — The  Chairman,  Mr.  T.  Watkins, 
Mr.  J.  0.  Nicholas,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley, 
and  Mr.  J.  Williams  ;  three  to  be  a  quorum. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  who 
had  been  re-appointed  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board, 
after  returning  thanks  for  his  re-election,  "  referred  to 
the  proposed  cattle  market,  and  said  the  Board  had 
considered  the  matter  for  twelve  months,  and  had 
plans  and  specifications  to  lay  before  a  meeting  of 
the  parishioners.  They  had  no  desire  to  act  in 
opposition  to  the  ratepayers,  but  there  had  been  for 
many  years  numerous  complaints  of  the  cattle  being 
about  on  the  streets,  which  was  not  only  a  nuisance 
to  most  of  the  inhabitants,  but  entailed  considerable 
expense  on  the  ratepayers  in  keeping  the  iootways 
in  repair.  They  had  now  an  opportunity  of  pur- 
chasing property  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town 
suitable  for  a  market.  The  principal  opposition  to  the 
scheme  would  come  from  the  owners  of  public-house 
property,  but  he  did  not  apprehend  that  any  of  the 
publicans  would  sustain  any  loss,  as  there  would  be 
two  entrances  to  the  market  from  the  principal 
streets,  and  a  third  may  be  had  if  desired,  as  well 
as  a  weekly  market  in  the  lower  street. — After 
some  discussion,   the  question  was  deferred." 

At  the  Local  Board  meeting  held  on  the  2lst  of 
July,  the  Chairman  again  brought  forward  the 
subject  of  a  cattle  market.  "He  said  he  had 
received  a  requisition  signed  by  upwards  of  twenty 
owners  and  ratepayers  of  the  town  asking  him  to 
summon  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  pur- 
po.se  of  passing  resolutions  to  enable  the  Local 
Board  to  provide  a  market  place  and  other  con- 
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veniences  with  proper  approaches  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  of  such  market,  and  to  purchase  land 
for,  and  take  stallage  rents  in  respect  of  the  use  of 
such  market.  An  opportnnit}'  was  now  ofifered  for 
erecting  a  market  in  a  part  of  the  large  area  in  tho 
centre  of  the  town,  about  seven  acres,  two  of  which 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  market,  wliich  may  not 
occur  again.  During  the  last  fifty  years  three  attempts 
had  been  made  for  relieving  the  inhabitants  from  tbe 
nuisance  of  having  the  stock  at  markets  and  fairs 
distributed  over  the  streets  of  the  town ;  but  on 
account  of  the  opposition  of  the  inhabitants,  princi- 
pally those  connected  with  public-house  property,  the 
projects  had  been  abandoned.  The  site  now  to  be 
obtained,  within  200  or  300  yards  of  all  the  inns  of 
the  town,  could  not  injuriously  afiect  the  interest  of 
any  of  the  innkeepers,  but  would  rather  improve 
their  position  by  inducing  a  larger  number  of 
farmers  and  dealers  to  attend  the  markets,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  farmei.s  in 
the  district,  who  had  signed  a  rcf[uisitiou  for  a 
market,  that  Usk,  being  so  centrally  situated  in  an 
agricultural  district,  would  be  the  best  market  for 
stock  in  the  county,  and  good  fortnightly  markets 
may  be  held,  which  would  increase  the  business  and 
improve  the  trade  of  the  town.  Several  letters  had 
been  written  to  the  newspaper  by  persons  who  seem 
to  have  very  little  information  on  the  subject, 
endeavouring  to  prejudice  the  inhabitants  against 
the  undertaking,  on  account  of  its  causing  increased 
taxation.  We  shall  be  however,  in  a  position  to 
prove  that  instead  of  taxing  the  ratepayers,  the 
market,  if  carried  out,  will  repay  all  the  money 
expended  in  purchasing  the  land  and  erecting  tho 
market,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  will  give  a 
good  round  sum  annually  in  reduction  of  taxation, 
and  ultimately  give  to  the  town  a  very  valuable 
property.  Being  convinced  that  such  would  be  the 
case,  he  would  call,  at  an  early  day,  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  he 
had  received." 
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In  August,  1886,  the  Chairman  issued  the  fol- 
lowing notice : — 

To  THE  Ratepayers  of  Usk. — Considerable  oppo- 
sition   appears    to    prevail    among     some    of    the 
inhabitants  to  the  proposed  cattle  market,  which  I 
purpose,  as  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board,  to  bring 
before    the    parishioners    at    the    Town    Hall,   on 
Monday,  August  30th.     Such  opposition,  I  hear,  is 
mainly    attributable   to  the  idea   that  the  scheme 
will   entail   a    considerable   increase   in   the  parish 
rates.     That  idea  is  most  erroneous,  and  I  hope  to 
be  enabled  to  prove  to  those  present  at  the  meeting 
that  the  project,  if  carried  out,  instead  of  producing 
an  increased  burden  upon  the  taxpayers  will  tend 
considerably  to  relieve  them,  by  reducing  the  rates 
levied  upon  them  in  years  to  come.     Having  been 
associated  for  many  years  with  public  matters  for 
the   improvement    of    the   town,    in    pursuing   my 
arguments  and  laying  plain  facts  before  the  public, 
I  may  be  pardoned  for  being  somewhat  egotistical 
in  illustrating  and  shewing  how  past  improvements 
in  the  town,  brought  forward  under  similar  circum- 
stances, have   proved  successful  to  the  projectors 
and  inhabitants  generally.     In  the  year  1860,  the 
dark  and  dismal  state  of  the  town  at  night  rendered 
burglaries  and  thefts  prevalent,  and  the  nocturnal 
depredators  were  rarely  captured  on  account  of  the 
town  being  in  nearly  utter  darkness,  for  the  scanty, 
miserable  oil  lamps,  few  and  far  between,  seemed 
only  to  make  night  hideous,  and  were  no  protection 
to  property   and  persons.     At  that  time,  thirty-six 
years  ago,  I  induced  Mr.  D.  E.  Partridge,  the  then 
Portreeve,  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
and    laid    before   those   assembled   the   project    of 
lighting   the  town  with   gas.     My  proposals  were 
considered  the  height  of  temerity  by  many  present ; 
but  when  I  told  them  that  I  had  obtained  estimates 
for  erecting  the  works  and  laying  down  the  mains, 
and  had  also  ascertained  the  approximate  number 
of  lights  that  would  be  taken,  with  other  statistics, 
and  that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  £6  shares  were 
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taken,  I  could  safely  predict  that  the  works  would 
be  a  success,  and  that  the  shareholders  would 
undoubtedly  receive  six  per  cent,  for  their  money, 
most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  decided  upon 
taking  a  few  shares,  although  many  did  so  from  a 
laudable  desire  to  improve  the  town,  rather  than 
believing  their  investment  would  realize  the 
dividend  held  out  to  them.  The  result  was  that 
56  persons  were  induced  to  take  314  shares,  amount- 
ing to  £1,570,  and  were  constituted  a  Joint  Stock 
Company.  The  works  were  erected  at  £5  under 
the  estimated  cost,  and  the  undertaking  has  proved 
most  successful,  for  instead  of  i-eceiving  £0  per 
cent,  dividend  for  their  money  invested,  the  original 
shareholders  have  received  upwards  of  £10  per  cent, 
per  annum,  during  the  ttiirty-six  years  the  works 
have  existed  Now,  Avith  regard  to  the  proposed 
cattle  market,  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  suggest  a 
dividend  on  the  outlay  for  the  first  few  years,  but 
from  the  estimates  formed,  I  believe  the  market 
will  ultimately  not  only  be  a  boon  but  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  parish.  For  upwards  of  fifty  years 
the  subject  has  been  ventilated,  and  two  or  three 
attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  and  relieve  the  town  from  the  great 
nuisance  ai-ising  from  having  the  stock  distributed 
over  the  principal  thoroughfares,  to  the  annoyance 
of  visitors  as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
inconvenience  of  sellers  and  purchasers.  Hitherto 
the  principal  opposition  to  the  schemes  for  re- 
moving the  stock  from  the  streets  has  arisen  from 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  public-houses,  their 
ideas  being  that  the  trade  of  those  houses  might  be 
diverted  to  other  quarters.  The  site  now  available 
for  the  market  obviates  all  these  difficulties,  for  it 
is  proposed  to  fix  the  market  in  about  two  acres 
of  the  large  area  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  yet  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  any  dwelling, 
that,  with  an  efl&cient  system  of  drainage,  no 
possible  nuisance  would  arise  to  any  inhabitant, 
whilst  an  entrance  would  bo  available  both  from 
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Maryport  Street  and  Bridge  Street,  and,  if  thought 
necessary,  by  a  small  further  outlay  than  at  present 
proposed,  a  third  entrance  could  be  obtained  from 
New  Market  Street,  so  that  all  parts  of  the  town 
would  be  equally  interested.  To  show  the  feeling 
of  some  of  the  largest  ratepayers  in  the  town  to 
obtain  the  market,  and  also  the  principal  agricul- 
turists and  breeders  of  stock  who  attend  the 
market,  to  obtain  the  accommodation,  I  append  two 
requisitions  that  have  been  forwarded  to  me." 


"  Wk,  the  undersigned,  lieieby  humldy  petition  you, 
tlie  Lo<'Ar,  BoARii,  to  grant  lis,  the  principal  supporters 
of  Uak  Market,  the  right  of  a  Market  Place,  as  we  find 
the  accommodation  now  provided  insufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  a  Market,  and  are  assured  that  if  such  a 
Market  be  supplied  that  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to 
the  town. 

(Signed) 

David  Lawrence,  Porthycarne. 

Arthur  Evans,  Llangibby  Castle. 

J.  H.  Hillier,  Llandowlas  Farm. 

William  James,  Llandenny. 

Robert  James,  Llandenny. 

Alfred  Jenkins,  Llanbadoc. 

John  Parker,  The  Hill. 

William  Williams. 

Nabor  Crump,  Estavarney. 

Edward  Powell,  Llandenny. 

James  J.  Denholm,  Kilfigan. 

Richard  H.  Marfell,  Trostrey  Lodge. 

F.  H.  Wilmott,  Llanthewy  Court. 

John  Cowell,  The  Ton  Farm. 

Joshua  Thomas,  Abergavenny. 

William  Morgan,  Lodge  Farm. 

John  Morgan,  Tonybetha  Farm. 

William  Nicholas,  Tynycaia  Farm. 

Wm.  B.  Pullen,  Tredunnock  Farm. 

Henry  Waters,  Hill  Farm,  Llangibby. 

W.  A.  Williams,  The  Garn  Farm. 

Chas.  Herbert,  The  Mardy  Farm. 

Joseph  Frost,  New  House  Farm,  Llandenny. 

William  Thomas,  Whitehall  Farm. 

John  Williams,  Broadwell  Farm. 
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George  Powell,  The  Oak  Farm. 

W.  S.  Poole,  Auctioneer,  Monmouth. 

John  Anstey,  Court  St.  Lawrence  Farm. 

J.  W.  Green,  Maindee. 

John  Pritchard,  Peargoed  Farm. 

George  Pritchard,  Peargoed  Farm. 

Edwin  Lewis,  Tregirog  Fann. 

Alfred  Lewis,  Tyharry  Farm,  Penyclawdd. 

James  William  Bett,  Dealer. 

William  Marfell,  Trostrey  Court  Farm.      ,,  .• 

J.  Edward  Price. 

Alfred  Gething." 


"  To  Mr.  James  Henry  Clauk,  Chairman  of  tho  Local 
Board  for  the  District  of  Usk. 
"  We,  the  undersigned,  being  Owners  and  Ilatepayers 
of  the  above  District,  do  hereby  request  you  to  summon 
a  Meeting  of  the  Owners  and  ratepayers  for  the  purpoao 
of  passing  resolutions  enabling  the  Local  Board  to  provide 
a  Market  Place  and  other  conveniences,  houses,  weighing 
carts,  with  all  proper  approaches  and  things  necessary 
for  the  convenient  use  of  such  Market,  and  to  purchase 
land  for  and  take  stallage  rents  and  tolls  in  respect  of 
the  use  of  such  Market. 

Dated,  20th  day  of  July,  188G. 

John  Haggett,  Butcher,  Bridge  Street. 

James  Jones,  Bridge  Street. 

J.  0.  Nicholas,  Maryport  Street. 

Mary  J.  Cullen,  Bridge  Street. 

Henry  C.  Griffin. 

W^UHam  H.  Slade. 

James  Vaughan,  Bridge  Street. 

John  Charles,  Bridge  Street. 

Wiliiam  Davies,  Bridge  Street. 

Edward  Waters,  Bridge-street. 

Mary  Jones,  Bridge  Street. 

F.  D.  Edwards. 

Richard  Morris. 

Thomas  Day,  Bridge  Street. 

Sidney  Smith,  Bridge  Street. 

S.  M.  A.  Davies,  Porthycame  Street. 

Thomas  Croft. 

Charles  F.  Harding,  New  Market  Street. 

Stephen  C.  Baker,  Vicarage,  Usk. 

Anna  Evans,  T^vyn. 

R.  B.  Roden,  Ty  Brith,  Usk. 

F.  M'DonneU,  Plaa  Newydd,  Usk." 

25 
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In  compliance  with  the  above  reqnisition,  1 
hereby  convene  a  Meeting  of  the  Owners  and  Rate- 
payers, at  the  Town  Hall,  Usk,  on  Monday,  the 
30th  day  of  Angust,  1886,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  such  resolutions 
with  respect  to  the  erection  of  the  Market  as  may 
be  considered  desirable. 

James  Henrt  Clark. 

August  14th,  1886. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Meeting  will  be  well 
attended,  so  that  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  may 
be  fairly  represented  and  dispassionately  discussed, 
and  that  all  present  will  advocate  only  what  they 
consider  advantageous  to  the  place  generally,  throw- 
ing every  trifling  individual  interest  aside  in  a 
desire  to  improve  the  trade  and  comfort  of  the 
town. 


On  Monday,  the  30th  August,  1886,  a  meeting  of 
the  ratepayers,  which  had  been  convened  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  on  the  reqnisition  of 
twenty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  about  forty 
of  the  farmers  who  attend  the  Usk  monthly  markets 
and  fairs,  was  held.  There  were  about  eighty  rate- 
payers present,  among  whom  were  Col.  M'Donnell, 
Col.  Roden.  David  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Rev,  S.  C.  Baker 
(Vicar),  J.  A.  Shepard,  Esq.  (surgeon),  Mrs,  Dunn, 
Mrs.  Fleming,  Mrs.  W.  Phillips,  Mr.  S,  A.  Hiley, 
Mr.  J.  Parker,  and  a  good  number  of  the  smaller 
ratepayers. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  the  Chairman  of  the  Local 
Board,  presided,  and  in  opening  the  proceedings  said 
he  had  convened  the  meeting  at  the  request  of 
twenty  of  the  ratepayers  of  Usk  and  a  large  number 
of  the  principal  agriculturists  of  the  district,  who 
felt  great  inconvenience  in  not  having  a  proper 
market  for  the  accommodation  of  their  stock  on 
market  and  fair  days. 

After  receiving  the  requisition  from  the  farmers,  I 
felt  it  my  duty,  as  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board,  to 
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suggest  to  the  members  the  desirability  of  ftBcortain- 
ing  where  the  most  convenient  site  for  a  market 
could  bo  secured.  Two  previous  attempts  had  been 
made  durincc  the  last  Ufty  years  to  get  a  cattlo 
market  on  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  but  the 
object  on  each  occasion  had  been  frustrated  by  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  public-houses,  who  wore 
under  the  impression  that  the  trade  on  market  days 
would  be  diverted  from  their  houses.  Mr.  Wuddington, 
who  had  advocated  the  market,  finding  the  oppohition 
that  existed,  purchased  a  carpenter's  old  workshop 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  villas  occupied  by  Mr. 
Parker  and  Major  Lane,  and  offered  it  to  the  town 
on  very  low  terms ;  but  this  offer  was  rejected,  and 
he  determined  to  make  no  further  effort,  and  built 
those  houses.  The  site  now  suggested  is  a  portion 
of  that  property,  with  the  addition  of  the  large 
garden  ground,  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Custard's  ofiiceB, 
which  Mr.  Gustard  has  offered  at  a  reasonable  price. 
Several  misrepresentations  have  been  made  by 
parties  that  it  is  intended  to  increase  the  taxes  to 
defray  the  cost,  but  from  the  statement  I  will  read 
to  you  it  will  be  shewn  there  will  be  no  increase  of 
taxation,  but  a  great  benefit  will  accrue  to  the  rate- 
payers as  the  market  will  be  self-supporting,  and  in 
thirty  years  the  principal  and  interest  will  be  all 
paid,  and  the  property,  worth  nearly  £200  per  year, 
will  belong  to  the  town,  which  will  decrease  the 
taxes  to  that  amount.  I  will  now  read  Mr.  Gustard's 
letter  in  reply  to  the  Committee's  application  to  him 
to  sell  his  land : — 

"Bbidob  Street,  Usk, 

15th  June,  1885. 

Thb  Chairman  to  thb  Local  Board,  Usx. 

Dbar  Sib, 

In  reference  to  our  conversation  this  afternoon 
respecting  the  sale  of  my  house  and  premises  to  the  Local 
Board  for  the  purpose  of  a  cattle  market,  I  now  submit  the 
terms  upon  which  I  am  willing  to  dispose  of  the  property, 
having  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  town. 
I.— Purglj^e  money  ioT  Uie  wMe  of  the  premises,  £1,50Q. 

2§t 
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2. — A  lease  to  be  granted  to  me  for  30  years  of  the  house 
and  buildings,  excepting  the  stable  and  coach-house,  at  a 
yearly  rent  of  ;£50. 

3. — The  present  out-houses  to  be  taken  down  and  re-built, 
and  a  communication  to  be  made  therewith  from  Bridge  Street, 
with  a  wall  3ft.  in  height,  with  a  substantial  iron  railing  upon 
it,  built  at  a  distance  from  the  western  end  of  the  house  of  not 
less  than  3ft.  in  the  clear,  to  be  continued  as  far  as  the  end  of 
such  house,  and  from  that  point  a  wall  six  feet  in  height  to  be 
built  to  the  out-house,  so  to  be  re-built.  A  means  of  loading 
and  unloading  coal,  ashes,  &c.,  to  be  given  through  such  wall. 

4. — The  lease  to  contain  the  usual  covenants  on  the  part  of 
the  lessors  or  lessee. 

5. — In  constructing  the  walls  and  boundary  fences  of  the 
market  place,  the  wall  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Thomas's  house  to 
be  continued  across  the  garden  of  the  same  height,  and  the 
window  of  the  back  kitchen,  facing  the  garden,  to  be 
sufficiently  protected. 

6. — Any  interference  with  the  drains,  &c.,  to  be  mad«  good 
by  the  Board. 

7. — The  fixtures  now  upon  the  premises  to  be  my  property, 
as  at  present. 

8. — The  purchase  deed  and  lease  to  be  prepared  free  of  coat 
(except  out-of-pocket  expenses)  to  the  Board. 

Yours  truly, 

H.   STAFFORD  GUSTARD." 


A  field  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  may  be 
purchased  probably  at  a  much  less  sum,  which 
would  be  open  to  objections ;  besides,  a  wall  round 
it  would  cost  a  considerable  sum.  The  ground  at 
present  under  consideration  is  sui rounded  by  a  high 
wall  for  nearly  three-parts  of  the  distance. 

The  following  is  the  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  of  constructing  a  cattle  market  at  Usk  for  the 
Usk  Local  Board  according  to  the  plan  sent  in  : — 

Pulling  down  old  buildings  and  walls 
as  shown  on  plan 

Removing  trees  and  levelling  ground 
Say  400yd8.Removing  surface  soil 
941c.  yds.  Hauling  gravel  from  river  on  1|  a. 

3  in.  thick 
382  c.  yds.  Boundary  walling,  rubble  work 
870  ft,        Coping  brick  on  edge         ,  • 
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24  c.  yds.    Random  walling  by  entrance  galea    , 

Drainaoe  : 
384  ft.         9  in.  pipes— 192  pipes 
956  ft.         Gin.     „    —478     „ 
No.  11.        9  in.  junctions 
,,    13.       Gin.         ,, 
,,     7.        6  in.  double  junctions 
447  yds.      Laying  pipes  (7  in. ,  3  ft.  deep) 

(G  in. ,  2  ft.  G  in.  deep) 
Hauling  pipes  from  station 
No.  47.       Traps  and  grating 
192  c.  yds.  Laying  extra  coating  of  well-broken 
stone,  3  in.  thick  on  2,310  sq.  yds.,  as 
shewn  on  pian    .  .  . 

192  c.  yds.  Lajring  brick  on  flat  for  sheep  and 
pig  pens 
Constructing  3  w.c.'s  and  coal  shed 
for  Mr,  Gustard  as  shewn  on  plan 
and  connecting  drain 

19.  Pig  pens,  7  ft.  by  7  ft  by  2  ft.  3  in. 

high  (by  wall) . 
29.     Sheep  pens,  7  ft.  by  5  ft.  by  2  ft.  3  in. 
high  (by  wall)  .  .  . 

20.  Sheep  pens,  7  ft.  by  5  ft.  by  2  ft.  3  in. 
20.     Sheep  pens,  7  ft.  by  10  ft.  by  2  ft.  3  in. 

102.     Cast  iron  4  in.  to  5  in.  diam.  pillars, 
3  ft.  G  in.  above  ground,  2  ft.  below 
893  ft.     2  in.  gas  tubing    . 

4.    Gates  to  cattle  enclosures  and  sale 
ring  .  .  . 

Hauling  iron  from  station 
Fixing  ditto 
220ft.     2  in.  gas  tubing  fixed  to  wall  for  horse 
stand  .  t  . 

IJin.  square    . 
23.     Stays   for  same  fixed  through  wall 
Fixing  same 
2.     Wrought  iron  entrance  gates,  12  ft. 

wide  each 
4.     Cast  iron  entrance  pillars    . 

Small  wrought  iron  gate  and  posta 
for  back  entrance  to  Mr.  Gustard 'a 
office 
Carriage  and    fixing  the    same   and 

entrance  gates. 
Erecting  two  urinals         .  • 
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Painting  all  iron  work  with  two  coata 

of  paint 
Extras .  ■ 

•Surveyor's  charges 
Clerk  of  the  Works 


Total        .         £1,075    0    0 


The  plan  shows  that  there  will  be  two  entrances 
to  the  market — one  from  Bridge  Street  and  one 
from  Maryport  Street — and  that  the  site  will  afEord 
accommodation  for 

990  sheep  or  pigs  in  99  small  pens. 

640  sheep  in  32  large  pens. 

500  cattle  in  890  feet  cattle  stands. 

50  cattle  in  66  feet  by  33  feet  enclosures. 

180  horses  in  380  feet  by  62  feet  horse  stands. 

Allowing  ample  space  for  sale  ring,  roads,  Ac, 
and  provision  has  been  made  for  effectually  draining 
the  market. 


In  April,  1885,  the  Committee  attended  the 
monthly  market  and  fair  held  during  the  month, 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  animals  brought  for  sale 
on  each  of  those  days,  and  the  following  is  the 
summary  : — 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep.  Lambs.  Pigs.  Horses.  Total. 

April  market    190  350  240  780 

„     fair-         330-   45    345     112     152     93    1,077 

The  fair  was  smaller  than  usual,  and  the  October 
fair  is  considered  much  larger,  so  that  the  four  fairs 
during  the  year  may  be  reasonably  estimated  to 
average  the  above  number  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
some  of  the  leading  breeders  and  butchers  that  if 
fortnightly  markets  were  held  in  Usk,  from  its 
central  position  in  the  agricultural  districts,  and 
its  contiguity  to  the  "  hills,"  it  would  be  more 
numerously  attended  than  any  markets  in  the 
county,    . 
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Tho  foUowintj  is  a  statemont  showincr  how  tho 
expenses  of  buildinp  the  market  and  procuring 
land  for  an  entrance  from  Mar^'port  Street  are  to 
be  defrayed  in  80  jeai's  : — 


30  TSARS 

1       . 

PRINCIPAL. 

1 

INTEREST. 

TOTAL. 

£   8.   d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

8 

£  i 

i.     d. 

1 

1st  year... 

22  17  3 

51 

5 

74 

2  11 

2nd  year... 

23  15  7 

50 

7 

^  1 

74 

3  0 

3rd  year... 

24  14  6 

49 

8 

5 

74 

2  11 

4th  year... 

25  14  4 

48 

8 

8 

74 

3  0 

5th  year... 

26  14  11 

47 

8 

0 

74 

2  11 

6th  year... 

27  16  4 

46 

6 

8 

74 

3  0 

7th  year... 

28  18  6 

45 

4 

5 

74 

2  11 

8th  year... 

30  1  9 

44 

1 

3 

74 

3  0 

9th  year... 

31  5  9 

12 

17 

2 

74 

2  11 

10th  year... 

32  10  10 

41 

12 

2 

74 

3  0 

11th  year... 

33  16  9 

40 

6 

2 

74 

2  1] 

12th  year... 

35  4  0 

38 

19 

0 

74 

3  0 

13th  year... 

3P  12  0 

37 

10 

11 

74 

2  11 

14th  year... 

38  1  4 

36 

1 

8 

74 

3  0 

15th  year... 

39  11  9 

34  11 

2 

74 

2  11 

16th  year... 

41  3  6 

32 

19 

6 

74 

3  0 

17th  year... 

42  16  4 

31 

6 

7 

74 

2  U 

18th  year... 

{  44  10  8 

29 

12 

4 

74 

3  0 

19th  year... 

46  6  3 

27 

16 

8 

74 

2  11 

20th  year... 

48  3  4 

!  25 

19 

8 

74 

3  0 

21st  year... 

50  1  10 

'  24 

1 

1 

74 

2  11 

22nd  year... 

1  52  2  0 

i  22 

1 

0 

74 

3  0 

23rd  year... 

54  3  7 

19 

19 

4 

74 

2  11 

24th  year.. 

1  56  7  0 

17 

16 

0 

74 

3  0 

25th  year.. 

58  11  11 

'  15 

11 

0 

74 

2  11 

26th  year.. 

60  18  11 

13 

4 

1 

74 

3  0 

27th  year.. 

1  63  7  7 

10 

15 

4 

74 

2  11 

28th  year.. 

1  65  18  5 

8 

4 

7 

74 

3  0 

29th  year.. 

i  68  11  1 

5 

11 

10 

74 

2  11 

30th  year.. 

.}  71  2  0 

3 

1 

0 

74 

3  0 

1282  0  0 

1  942 

1 

8 

9 

2224 

8  9 
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A  market  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  would  be 
strongly  opposed  by  innkeepers,  on  account  of 
removing  the  stock  so  distant,  and,  in  their  opinion, 
diverting  the  trade  from  their  houses  ;  but  having 
the  market  on  the  proposed  site,  that  objection 
would  be  obviated,  as  the  stock  would  be  offered 
within  a  very  short  distance  of  all  the  hostelries, 
and  as  purchasers  have  at  present  to  ramble  from 
one  extremity  of  the  town  to  the  other,  a  central 
market  would  be  of  greater  advantage  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

No  nuisance  could  arise  to  any  party  from  the 
market  on  the  proposed  site,  as  the  Local  Board 
would  see  that  it  was  properly  cleansed  and  all 
refuse  removed  immediately  after  each  market.  The 
streets  would  not  be  contaminated  with  the  stench 
which  frequently  prevails  for  some  days  after  fairs 
and  markets.  Householders  would  not  have  their 
doors,  windows,  and  walls  defaced  with  filth,  and 
the  ratepayers  would  be  spared  the  expense  in 
keeping  the  footpaths  in  order. 

The  foregoing  calculations  show  how  the  borrowed 
principal  and  interest,  for  building  the  market  aud 
purchasing  land  for  an  entrance  from  Maryport  Street, 
amounting  together  to  £1,235,  is  to  be  repaid  in  30 
years,  and  the  £1,500  for  the  house  and  premises 
will  be  paid  off  in  30  years  on  the  same  calculation, 
without  inflicting  on  the  inhabitants  the  heavy 
rates  so  industriously  circulated  by  certain  parties 
holding  small  tenements  in  the  town.  It  will  be  seen 
by  paying  off  less  principal  and  more  interest  in  the 
first  portion  of  the  30  years,  and  vice  versa  on  the 
remaining  portion,  how  the  payments  are  equally 
distributed  over  the  whole  period,  which  payments 
will  be  met  by  the  tolls  of  the  market  without 
levying  any  tax  upon  the  ratepayers,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  30  years  leaving  the  town  in  possession  of  a 
large  freehold  premises  worth  £50  a  year,  and  a 
market  bringing  in  about  £150  per  annum,  which 
will  amount  to  £200,  so  as  to  reduce  the  Local 
Board  rate  one  half. 
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Mr.  Gustard  has  oflered  to  sull  bis  house  and 
garden,  if  required,  to  tlio  Boartl  for  £1,500,  and 
to  take  the  house  aud  offices  on  lease  for  30  years, 
at  £60  per  annum. 

COST  OP  THE  UNDERTAKING. 

£      8.    d.  £     ■.    d. 

Purchase  of  Mr.  Qustard's  house  and 

premises  as  per  offer      .,  ..   1,500     0     0 

Cost  of  land  for  entrance  from  Mary- 
port  Street    160     0     0 

Cost  of  erecting  market  as  per  plan  1,07")     0     0 

Add  for  any  contingencies    220    0    0 

Total  Cost  £2955    0    0 


The  above  outlay  will   be  met  by  the  following 

ANNUAL  PAYMENTS. 

£    8.    d.  £     8.  d.        £     8.  d. 

£     s.  d.         £     8,    d. 
Principal   and    Interest  to    pay    oS 

Purchase  of  Property  in  30  years.       88     7  0 
To   pay  off    Principal  and   Interest 

on  estimate  of  constructino;  market      7-13  0 

Cost  of  collecting  tolls  per  annum   ..       12     0  0 

Rates  and  taiea   25     0  0 

Repairs 6    0  0 


£.204  10     0 


ANNUAL  RECEIPTS.. 

Rent  of  Mr.  Gustard's  house  and  offices    50     0     0 
300  cattle  at  4d.  each  ..500 
400  sheep  at  ^d.  each   ..     0  16     8 
200  pigs  at  Id.  ..     0  16     8 

Horsea  ..  . .     0  10    0 


12  markets  at   .   7     3     4  86     0     0 

Tolls  for  12  fortnightly  markets      43     0     0 

Tolls  at  4  fairs,  at    7     3     4         28  13     4 

Tolls  expected  from  Auctioneers   . .         10    0    0 
Tolls  from  stalls,  caravans,  shows,  &c.      5     0     0 

Annual  receipts 2^2  13    4 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  parish  at  the 
ead  of  each  year  of  £.18  3s.  4d.,  and  a  freehold 
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house  and  market  to  the  parish,  at  the  expiration 
of  30  years,  realising  at  least  £.200  per  annum, 
which  would  be  the  means  of  reducing  the  Local 
Board  rate  to  less  than  one  half  the  amount  at 
present  levied. 

In  this  matter  every  publicity  has  been  given,  and 
all  have  been  invited  to  attend  the  meeting,  so  that 
the  feeling  of  the  town  may  be  ascertained.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  I  have  acted  as  the 
representative  of  all  the  ratepayers,  and  not  of  a 
party,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  I  have  any  selfish 
interest  in  establishing  the  market,  for  in  case  any 
increase  of  taxes  should  be  required,  Mrs.  Jones  and 
myself,  who  are  about  the  largest  ratepayers  in  the 
town,  would  have  to  sufier.  As  renters  of  the 
Three  Salmons  we  receive  about  £4  per  annum  for 
the  pens  about  the  hotel;  and  as  the  principal 
farmers  and  dealers  are  around  our  doors,  if  the 
trade  should  be  diverted  we  should  sustain  the 
greatest  loss. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  at  some  length,  spoke  in  favour  of 
obtaining  the  market,  and  proposed  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hiley : — 
"  That  the  Usk  Local  Board  be  authorised,  and  the 
owners  and  ratepayers  hereby  consent  to  the  Board 
providing  a  market  place  and  other  conveniences  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  markets,  and  to  provide  houses 
and  places  for  weighing  carts  :  to  make  convenient 
approaches  for  such  market;  to  provide  all  such 
matter  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  of  such  market ;  to  purchase  and  take 
on  lease  land  and  public  or  private  rights  in  markets 
and  tolls  for  any  of  the  foregoing  purposes  ;  and  to 
take  stallages,  rents,  and  tolls  in  respect  of  the  use 
by  any  person  of  such  market." 

Mr.  Shepard  proposed  an  amendment : — "  That 
this  meeting  considers  the  centre  of  the  town,  behind 
Bridge  Street,  a  most  objectionable  place  for  a  stock 
or  cattle  market,  and  protests  against  any  change 
being  made  ia  the  mode  of  holding  our  markets  and 
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fairs  until  a  proper  eito  is  selected  in  the  outskirta  of 
the  town,  approved  by  the  ratepayers." 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  meeting  by  the 
Chairman,  and  hands  held  up  in  its  fayour,  after 
which  the  original  proposition  was  voted  for,  and  the 
Chairman  decided  that  the  amendment  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority. 


g6» 
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A    Mechanic's    Institute 

^AS  formed  here  in  1850,  and  was  supported  by 
subscriptions  of  members  of  2s.  6d.  per  quar- 
ter to  gain  admission  to  the  room,  which  was  supplied 
with  newspapers.  There  was  a  libraiy  in  connec- 
tion with  the  room,  and  members  had  the  privilege 
of  obtaining  books  from  it  for  the  perusal  of  them- 
selves and  their  families.  The  funds  for  a  time 
were  much  in  arrear,  and  were  augmented  by  a 
soiree  during  the  summer  in  the  Castle,  but  it  was 
a  precarious  mode  of  raising  means.  For  the 
first  few  years  these  meetings  were  a  novelty, 
and  were  well  attended.  At  the  seventh  annual 
soiree  in  1857,  there  were  nearly  1,500  persons 
present.  The  tickets  were  one  shilling  each  for 
music,  dancing  and  tea,  and  plum  cakes  were  pro- 
vided. The  sum  taken  at  the  door  amounted  to 
£53  17s.  7d.  After  paying  expenses  there  was  a 
net  profit  of  £16  17s.  6d.  Upwards  of  400  lb. 
of  plum  cake  were  provided.  Two  or  three  wet 
anniversaries  entailed  a  loss,  and  the  room  was 
closed  and  the  books  sold  to  pay  off  the  debts 
incurred. 


A    Freeliold    Land    Society 

^AS  formed  here  on  the  28th  of  November,  1859, 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  James  H.  Clark, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Oliver  Davies.  At  that  meeting  75 
persons  entered  their  names  as  members,  and  100 
shares  were  taken.  Mr.  Greenhow-Relph,  Rev.  W,  H. 
Wrenford,  Rev.  George  Thomas,  Messrs.  J.  H.  Clark, 
0.  Davies,  J.  Davies,  Williara  Thomas,  C.  Stockham, 
C.  H.  Griffin  and  J.  Keats  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  rules.  The  society  was  kept  up 
for  a  few  years.  As  some  difficulty  existed  in 
obtaining  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  for  building 
allotments,  (the  members  having  allowed  the  Priory 
land  to  slip  from  their  hands  by  a  mere  quibble  of 
about  £7U  in  the  purchase  money),  after  a  few 
years  the  society  was  broken  up,  and  the  fvmda 
diyided, 
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Gas    Works. 

fN  the  year  1850  ;MeRsrs.  James  Williams  and 
James  H.  Clark  re(|uc.sted  the  Portroovo  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  to  take  into  considora- 
tion  the  desirability  of  supplying  the  town  with 
gas.  Up  to  the  year  183i  there  was  no  light  in  the 
streets;  but  on  the  1st  of  January  in  that  year  the 
old  oil  lamps  from  Chepstow,  which  had  been  sup- 
planted by  gas,  were  brought  to  Usk  to  light 
the  town.  Mr.  D.  E.  Partridge,  tho  Portreovo, 
convened  the  meeting,  which  was  numerously 
attended.  Mr.  Clark  stated  to  those  present 
that  Mr.  Williams  and  himself  had  inspected 
several  small  Gas  Works,  and  had  come  to  tho 
conclusion  that  the  Works  could  be  built  and 
the  pipes  laid  for  about  £1,600  ;  and  from  enquiries 
made  from  consumers  in  Usk,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
concern  would  pay  the  shareholders  6  per  cent. 
This  statement  was  considered  by  some  present  as 
chimerical,  but  others,  who  desired  to  improve  the 
town,  agreed  to  take  shares,  and  a  Company  was 
formed  in  1851,  nnder  the  "Joint  Stock  Registra- 
tion Act,"  for  erecting  Gas  Works  in  the  town. 
The  Company  consisted  of  56  shareholders,  who 
took  shares  to  the  number  of  314,  at  £5  each, 
which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £1,570.  The  Works 
were  erected  during  the  summer.  The  works  are 
built  on  land  near  the  Churchyard.  The  directors' 
room  and  the  manager's  house  are  built  within  the 
walls.  The  affairs  of  the  Company  are  managed 
by  twelve  directors.  The  directoi-s  appointed  by 
the  deed,  dated  the  7th  day  of  July,  1851,  were  : — 
Evan  Jones,  ironmonger ;  John  Shepard,  solicitor ; 
William  Henry  Nicholl,  gentleman ;  Alexander 
Waddington,  solicitor ;  Thomas  Dunn,  maltster ; 
James  Henry  Clark,  stationer;  William  Price, 
glazier  ;  John  Edwards,  druggist ;  William  Phillips, 
gentleman  ;  William  Bull,  grocer ;  and  John  Thomas, 
carpenter.  lltyd  Nicholl,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
trustee.  Mr.  Clark  acted  as  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  irovka  up  to  1878,  and  was  the  only  member  o| 
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the  first  directorate  then  on  the  Board.  Every  year 
a  dividend  averaging  ten  per  cent,  has  been  paid  to 
the  shareholders. 


Black   Friars. 

^HE  old  building  with  dressed  stone  facing,  stand- 
ing in  Four  Ash  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  east 
entrance  gate  to  the  churchyard,  is  bo  designated. 
It  was  occupied  by  a  fraternity  of  Black  Friars,  and 
was  in  connexion  with  the  Priory. 

In  Henry  VIII.'s  reign,  Roger  Williams,  Esq.,  was 
a  man  of  considerable  property,  and  we  find  in  the 
36th  year  of  that  King's  reign  (1645)  the  Priory  of 
Uske  and  other  lands  were  granted  to  Roger  Wil- 
liams, of  TJske,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  of  money 
paid  by  Roger  to  the  Crown.  He  had  his  arms  and 
crest  confirmed  and  ratified  15th  March,  1575,  17th 
Elizabeth,  viz.: — "  Gyronny  of  eight,  erm.  and  sa.  a 
lion  rampant  or,  on  a  wreath  arg.  and  sa.,  a  hound 
(or  talbot)  passant,  per  pale,  erm.  and  or."  In  the 
3rd  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Roger  was  high  sheriff 
for  the  county  of  Monmouth,  and  at  a  prior  date  he 
purchased  the  Llangibby  Castle  estate,  including  the 
lordship  of  Tregrug,  which  had  been  the  property  of 
the  Kings  of  England  from  Edward  IV.'s  time. 
Roger  Williams  thus  became  of  Llangibby  as  well  as 
of  Uske,  and  was  also  owner  of  Llancayo  and  con- 
siderable property  in  Llanbaddock  parish.  He  resided 
at  Usk,  in  a  large  mansion  known  as 


Ty  Mawr,  or  The  Great  House. 

fT  was  the  principal  residence  in  the  town.  The 
house  still  stands  in  Old  Market  Street,  and  is 
now  divided  into  a  number  of  humble  tenements,  but 
some  of  the  original  corniced  ceilings  at  present 
remaining,  denote  its  former  importance. 

Roger  Williams  left  his  Llanbaddock  estate,  with 
the  advowson  of  Llanbaddock  Church  to  his  second 
ppDj  WiUiaiP}  of  Cefnila,  vfhQ  married  ^  daughter 
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of —  Thomas,  Esq.,  of  "Wenvoo  Caatic,  Glamorgan- 
shire.  It  is  probable  ho  had  property  also  in  Lian- 
geview  and  Llanllowcll,  as  his  oldest  son,  Rowland, 
in  his  will  mentions  the  property  in  these  parishes. 

Sir  Rowland  Williams,  Knight,  succeeded  to  Llan- 
gibby  Castle,  and  was  high  sheriff  of  the  County, 
2  James  I.  Ho  was  distinguished  by  Qacen  Elizabeth 
and  James  I.,  and  received  the  honour  of  Knighthood. 

He  married  Cecil,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Mansel, 
Knight,  of  Margam  Abbey,  Glamorganshire,  by  his 
wife,  Lady  Jane  Somerset,  daughter  of  Henry, 
Earl  of  Worcester,  and  had  issue  four  sons  and  fivo 
daughters. 

The  Hospitium. 

fN^  times  past  there  was  a  Hospitium  (formerly 
written  Llanspytty,  a  house  of  entertainment  for 
guests,  where  good  refreshment  for  man  and  horse 
was  to  be  had  without  expense  :  these  Hospitals,  or 
Hospitia,  or  Ysyptty,  were  once  very  numerous  in 
Wales,  and  became  prevalent  at  the  time  of  the 
Crusades).  The  site  of  this  building,  at  the  bottom 
of  Bridge  Street,  adjoined  the  old  Bridewell. 


The  Bridewell  or  House  of  Correction, 

fORMERLY  stood  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
main  street  leading  to  the  bridge.  In  the  year 
1842,  on  the  erection  of  the  present  commodious  Gaol, 
this  property  was  purchased  by  Mr.  James  Williams, 
merchant,  who  built  his  business  premises  thereon, 
and  which  are  now  occupied  as  a  general  grocery  and 
drapeiy  establishment.  The  remains  of  a  Norman 
gateway  existed  up  to  the  year  187G,  when  it  was 
pulled  down  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  premises. 
Traces  of  Tudor  architecture  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
many  parts  of  the  building. 
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THE    RIFLE    VOLUNTEERS. 

[N  Wednesday,  January  21st,  1860,  a  meeting 
took  place  at  the  Town  Hall,  TJsk.  Present— 
D.  E.  Partridge,  Esq.  (Portreeve),  G.  R.  Greenhow- 
Relph,  Esq.,  Alexander  John  Shepard,  Esq.,  Major 
M'Donnell,  Wm.  H.  Nicholl,  Esq.,  Henry  Roberts. 
Esq.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Clark,  Mr.  T.  Dunn,  Mr.  O.  Davies, 
Mr.  Bull,  Mr.  Keats,  Mr.  Dowell,  and  Mr.  John 
Edwards.  The  Chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Horace  Shepard,  of  Tredegar,  giving  his  experience 
in  the  formation  of  a  Rifle  Corps  in  his  town,  of 
which  he  was  Hon.  Sec,  and  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  contribute  three  guineas  to  the  Usk  Rifle 
Corps,  should  one,  unconnected  with  any  other 
town,  be  formed.  It  was  then  resolved  to  form  a 
Corps,  to  be  called  "  The  Usk  Volunteer  Rifle 
Corps,"  consisting  of  residents  of  the  town  of  Usk 
and  its  vicinity.  That  the  following  lists  be  opened 
to  obtain  names,  viz. :  1.  Members  who  are  willing 
to  serve  and  equip  themselves.  2.  Members  who 
are  willing  to  serve  and  to  be  equipped  out  of  the 
fund  of  the  Corps.  3.  Honorary  Members  who  are 
willing  to  subscribe  towards  the  fund  of  the  Corps. 
The  following  entered  their  names  in  List  1  :  G.  R. 
Greenhow-Relph,  Esq.,  Mr.  O.  Davies,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Clark,  Mr.  Dowell,  Alex.  J.  Shepard,  Esq.,  D.  E. 
Partridge,  Esq.,  and  W.  H.  Nicholl,  Esq.  In  List 
2  there  were  no  entries,  as  the  Committee  were  not 
in  a  position  to  offer  any  inducements  to  parties  to 
enter;  but  in  List  3  the  following  very  liberal 
subscriptions  were  entered : — G.  R.  Greenhow- 
Relph,  Esq.,  £20 ;  Iltyd  Nicholl,  Esq.,  £10  10s , 
Major  M'Donnell,  £5 ;  Alexander  Shepard,  Esq.; 
£5;  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  £3  3s.;  Mr.  Dunn,  £3  3s.; 
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Mr.  Keats,  £;}  :]s.;  ]\I.  P.  Smith.  Ksq.,  Cifii  Ila, 
£10;  G.  W.  Nicholl,  Es.i.,  £10;  Smnuol  Churchill, 
Esq.,  £5,  etc.,  etc. 

On  the  24th  of  Februaiy,  laf-O,  a  laoeting  waa 
held,  wbeu  the  Chainiian,  1).  E.  Paitricl>fc,  Esq., 
announced  tliat  subscriptions  to  the  araouni  of 
£119  2s.  had  been  promised  towards  tho  foiina- 
tion  of  a  Ritle  Volunteer  Corj)s  in  Usk. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Committee  waa  held 
on  the  2nd  of  ^Murch,  there  were  present  : — Daniel 
Esbury  Partridge,  Esq.,  Portreeve,  in  the  chair;  Ci. 
R.  Greenbow-Kc'lph,  Esq.,  Michael  Parker  Smith, 
Esq.,  Major  M'Dunnell,  Alex.  J.  Shepard,  Esq.,  J. 
D.  Falconer,  Esq.,  William  llcniy  Nicholl,  Esq., 
Henry  Greatwood,  Esq.,  Messrs.  J.  H.  Clark,  Oliver 
Davies,  and  Henry  Dowcll.  A  resolution  vrtis  passed 
unanimously  "  That  the  Volunteer  Ritle  Corjjs  now 
forming  in  Usk  shall  in  future  bo  called  '  Tlie  Usk 
and  Raglan  Rifle  Corps.'  "  Mr.  Clark  mentioned 
that  he,  with  Mr.  William  Nicholl,  Mr.  Oliver 
Davies  and  Mr.  Henry  Dowell,  had  called  on  some  of 
the  inhabitants  and  had  added  about  £40  to  tho 
funds,  which  at  the  pi-esent  amounted  to  £1G0. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  23rd  of  April,  G]  mem- 
bers entered  their  names  for  enrolment. 

Twenty  members  entered  to  equip  themselves. 

Forty-six  members  to  be  equipped  from  the  funds. 

The  subscriptions  then  amounted  to  £335  4.s.  Gd. 

On  May  13th,  Major  Herbert  was  solicited  to 
become  Captain  of  the  Corps,  but  he  stated  tho 
heavy  duties  of  Chief  Constable  occupied  so  much 
of  his  time  that  he  could  not  devote  that  attention 
to  the  Corps  which  would  be  necessary,  and  he  was 
obliged  reluctantly  to  decline  the  honour.  Tho 
Hon.  James  Fitzwalter  Butler,  son-in-law  of  Col. 
Clifford,  was  afterwards  elected  Cajjtain ;  William 
Henry  Nicholl,  gentleman,  Lieutenant;  and  Henry 
William  Francis  Greatwood,  gentleman.  Ensign. 

27 
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On  July  3rd,  the  members  of  the  Corps  assembled 
at  the  Town  Hall  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  : — 
NichoU,  William  Henry,  Lieutenant. 
Greatwood,  Henry  William  Francis,  Ensign. 


1.  Greenhow-Relph,  G,  R. 

2.  Smith,  M.  P. 

3.  Falconer,  John  David. 

4.  Clark,  James  Henry. 

5.  Davies,  Oliver. 

6.  Thomas,  Herbert. 

7.  Bradford,  Hugh  M. 

8.  Lucas,  Richard. 

9.  Thomas,  William. 

10.  Stephens,  Edwin  Jas. 

11.  Waters,  Wm.  Edward. 

12.  Thomas,  William  (2). 

13.  Roberts,  William. 

14.  Williams,  William. 

15.  Lucas,  Joseph. 

16.  Jones,  Charles. 

17.  Willetts,  Edward. 
16.  Joshua,  Joe  Beeston. 

19.  Waters,  Richard. 

20.  RawliDgs,  Hy.  Strong. 

21.  Davies,  Samuel. 

22.  Paine,  James. 

23.  Morgan,  Thomas. 

24.  JoUiffe,  Thomas 

25.  Evans,  William. 

26.  Lewis,  Thomas. 


27.  Jones,  William. 

28.  Herbert,  Wilham. 

29.  Hutchings,  David, 

30.  Nicholas,  George. 

31.  Lewis,  Benjamin. 

32.  Charles,  William. 

33.  Mors^an,  William. 

34.  Thomas,  WUliam  (3). 

35.  Blakemore,  James. 

36.  Honey,  Thomas. 

37.  Macer,  Charles, 

38.  Dowell,  Henry, 

39.  Partridge,  Dnl,  Esbury. 

40.  Herbert,  John, 

41.  Webb,  Frederick. 

42.  Shepard,  Alex.  John. 

43.  Marfell,  George, 

44.  Jones,  George  Baile, 

45.  Francis,  Henry  James, 

46.  Williams,  Isaac. 

47.  Roberts,  John. 

48.  Williams,  James, 

49.  Bayton,  IBenjamin. 

50.  Skipp,  George. 

51.  Willetts,  John, 

52.  Williams,  John  Thos, 


Before  separating.  His  Honour  Judge  Falconer 
addressed  the  members,  i^emarking  "  there  were  not 
many  of  them  who  remembered  the  last  occasion 
on  which  Volunteers  were  raised — he  was  sorry  to 
say  he  remembered  that  time.  News  of  grave 
import  reached  home  from  the  Continent ;  friends 
mourned  for  their  relatives — widows  bewailed  the 
loss  of  their  husbands — children  wept  for  their 
parents.  Then  came  the  crash  of  bankruptcy — then 
the  scarcity  of  work — then  the  dread  of  invasion. 
These  things  not  only  affected  the  rich  man,  but  the 
poor  one.  H  a  similar  war  should  again  take  place, 
the  looms  of  the  North  would  be  at  a  standstill,  and 


THE    RIFLE    VOLUNTEERS.  251 

the  poor  man  would  suffer  ns  well  as  the  ricli.  No 
money  would  comiH'nsato  for  tlio  loss  of  trade — tlio 
wealth  of  the  nation  would  be  jjono — and  Jiow 
irremediable  would  bo  the  stiito  of  tilings  if  tho 
invader  once  put  his  foot  on  English  soil.  Tho 
Emperor  rules  in  Franco — ho  i-ules  by  his  solo  will 
— ho  has  suppressed  the  great  men  of  his  countiy  ; 
and  we  cannot  tell  what  a  day  may  liring  forth.  In 
Franco  and  other  countries  the  army  was  raised  by 
conscription.  On  Saturday  last  an  event  took  placo 
which  would  bo  long  remembered — 30,000  Volun- 
teei*s  had  assembled  in  Hyde  Park  before  tho  Queen. 
These  30,000  men  were  not  above  onc-quartor  of  tho 
force  of  the  country.  The  persons  who  form  tho 
Volunteer  Corps  are  of  a  superior  cla.ss.  The  duties 
they  are  required  to  perform  will  disturb  as  little  as 
possible  the  ordinary  duties  of  life,  and  with  as 
little  expense  as  practicable  to  themselves." 

After  drill,  the  members  assembled  at  the  Town 
Hall  to  elect  five  of  the  Coi'ps  to  form  a  Committee 
to  assist  the  officers  in  carrying  out  the  duties. 
The  following  were  ballotted  for  and  elected : — G. 
R.  Greenhow-Relph,  Esq.,  Messi-s.  J.  H.  Clark,  0. 
Davies,  Wm.  Jones,  and  John  Roberts. 

On  the  3rd  November  a  special  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers took  place,  when  Lieut  W.  H.  Nicholl  announced 
that  Capt.  the  Hon.  Fitzwalter  Butler  had  been 
promoted  to  Major  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  and  it 
therefore  devolved  upon  the  membci*s  to  select 
another  in  his  place,  and  he  did  not  know  any 
gentleman  so  well  qualified  in  every  respect  for  the 
post  as  Mr.  Relph,  and  he  begged  to  propose  him. 
This  Quarter-]\Iaster  Pai-tridge  seconded,  and  Mr. 
Relph  was  unanimously  elected.  Ensign  Grcatwood, 
who  had  at  that  moment  arrived,  candidly  confessed 
he  was  ambitious  of  promotion,  and  thought  it 
should  be  the  desire  of  all  Officci-s  to  raise  theni- 
selves  ;  but  believing  that  the  appointment  of  hia 
friend,  Mr.  Relph  to  the  Captaincy  would  be  for  the 
general  good  of  the  Corps,  he  had  waived  liis  claim 

mi 
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to  promotion.  Sergeant  Clark  said  before  they 
separated  they  should  testify  their  respect  and 
esteem  for  their  Lieutenant.  Lieutenant  NichoU 
had  given  up  his  claim  to  the  highest  position  iu 
the  Corjis  because  he  thought  Mr.  Relph  was  the 
gentleman  who  should  be  at  their  head.  Their 
Lieutenant  had  been  with  the  Company  to  many 
places,  and  the  care,  kindness  and  attention  he  had 
bestowed  upon  the  men  had  won  their  esteem.  He 
had  proved  himself  to  be  as  kind-hearted  a  gentle- 
man as  they  could  possibly  have  over  them. 

In  18G1  the  following  members  were  added  to 
the  roll : — 


53.  Williams,  James. 

54.  Waters,  Edw.  Walter. 

55.  Davies,  Thos.  Morgan. 

56.  Blakemore,  Edward. 

57.  Lewis,  John. 

58.  Jones,  Oliver. 

59.  Nicholas,  John  Oliver. 

60.  Morgan,  Tom. 

61.  Morgan,  Edward. 

62.  Morgan,  William, 

63.  Cassidy,  James. 

64.  Bailey,  Henry. 


65.  Clark,  William  Henry. 

66.  Relph,  Francis. 

67.  Fisher,  William  B. 

68.  Richardson,  John. 

69.  Gething,  W.  B. 

70.  Morgan,  John 

71.  Stockham,  Henry. 

72.  Anthony,  George. 

73.  Williams,  William. 

74.  Addis,  Henry. 

75.  Jenkins,  Oliver. 

76.  Thomas,  William  (4). 
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A  salmon  wcigliincj  091  lb.  was  caught  in  tlio 
river  Usk,  near  the   town,   in    1782. 

At  the  Quarter  Sessions,  at  ILsk,  on  tlio  Mrd  of 
Januaxy,  1832,  at  whicli  Lord  Granville  Somerset 
presided,  22  prisoners  were  tried.  David  Grifliths 
was  convicted  of  bavinti:  stolen  two  pigs  from 
James  Blower,  Little  Castle,  Gwehelog,  and  Richai-d 
Williams,  of  stealing  a  neck  of  pork  belonging  to 
Mr.    Francis   Morgan,   of   Usk. 

At  Gwernesney,  near  Usk,  on  the  9th  of  January, 

1832,  a  fat  sow  belonging  to  ^Ir.  Perrntt  was  killed, 
which  weighed  22  score  10  lbs.,  and  on  opening 
her  27  small  pigs  were  found  ;  this,  it  is  probable, 
would  have  been  the  greatest  number  ever  known 
at  one  farrow.  The  sow  was  not  two  years  old.  If 
she  had  been  allowed  to  bring  forward  this  litter, 
she  would  have  had  ()1  pigs  in  one  year:  having  at 
her  fiist  farrow  brought  19,  and  at  the  second 
15,  all  of  which  were  reared.  Mr.  Perrott  was 
like  the  boy  who  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  eggs. 

On  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  in  Committcf  tliat  an  mlditional 
Member  should  be  given  to  Monmouthshire,  but  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1832,  that  concession  was 
revoked,  on  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Althorp,  by  a 
majority  of   45. 

A  robbery  was  committed  at  Trostrey  Court, 
near  Usk,  in  August,  1832,  the  dcprcdatoi-s  can-ying 
off  five  hives  of  bees  belonging  to  Mr.  Nicholas. 
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In  the  autumn  of  1832  there  were  sixteen  persons 
imprisoned  in  the  House  of  Correction,  at  TJsk,  for 
selling,  or  offering  for  sale,  the  cheap  periodicals. 

In  October,  1832,  was  chronicled  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Bowditch,  of  Usk,  at  the  age  of  92. 
Notwithstanding  her  very  advanced  age,  she  was 
in  the  habit  of  attending  Pontypool  market  every 
Saturday  until  a  short  time  before  her  death,  and  so 
late  as  the  previous  July  she  walked  from  her  house 
to  Pontypool  no  less  than  three  times  during  one 
week ;  and  within  a  verj  short  pei'iod  of  her  death 
she  brewed,  tunned,  etc.,  for  her  son,  who  kept  a 
retail   beerhouse   in   Usk. 

It  would  appear  that  in  times  past,  persons  were 
not  so  in  dread  of  making  use  of  actionable  expres- 
sions as  they  are  in  the  present  day.  In  a  county 
newspaper,  nearly  sixty  years  ago,  appeared  the 
following  : — 

"  CAUTION. —Whereas  a  woman,  passing  by  the 
name  of  Elizabeth  Watkins,  who  hires  herself  occasionally 
as  cook,  and  in  which  capacity  she  lived  in  the  adver- 
tiser's service  for  four  months,  has  proved  herself  to  be 
of  notoriously  bad  character.  This  is  to  caution  heads  of 
families  against  employing  her,  as  she  is  totally  unworthy 
of  trust.  She  is  of  middle  age,  thin,  and  slight  stature, 
with  sunken  and  squinting  eyes  ;  altogether  a  very  for- 
bidding countenance. 

"COLTHURST    BATEMAN. 
"BerthoUy  House,  Monmouthshire, 
"April  25th,  1833." 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1833,  the  premises  of  Mr. 
"William  C.  Blyth,  in  Nbav  Market  Street,  were 
broken  into.  Mr.  Blyth  disturbed  the  nocturnal 
visitants,  who  decamped.  About  a  fortnight  pre- 
viously his  shop  was  broken  into,  and  a  quantity  of 
drapery  goods  stolen,  which  were  afterwards  found 
concealed  in  Graig-y-nalt  Wood.  Some  notorious 
characters  belonging  to  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood were  suspected,  but  nothing  transpired  to 
warrant  their  apprehension.  After  some  weeks 
spent  in  endeavouring  to  discover  the  thieves,  ]\4r. 
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Blyth  issued  tlio  following  notice  : — 

"Fklony.— FivK  GriNKAs  Rkwaki.. 
"  Whereas  Pliilip  (iei.iixe  juul  .Tainea  Morjiuii,  l»itli  <.f 
the  parish  of  Lhuigoview,  in  the  county  of  Monnn.uth, 
suspected  of  being  concerneil  witli  another  in  breaking 
into  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  W.  Chuyney  IMytli,  of  I'hIv, 
on  the  20th  of  April  last,  having  abscon<U-«l,  a  Howarti 
of  Five  Guineas  will  hv  given  by  tlio  said  W.  C.  Hlyth, 
to  any  person  who  will  apprehend  the  same  Philip  (Joorgo 
and  James  Morgan,  i>r  eitlier  of  them,  and  bring  thuni 
or  him  before  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  at 
Usk,  or  will  give  such  information  as  will  lead  t<j  the 
apprehension  of  either  of  them."  (Then  follows  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  men.) 

At  the  j\tichaelmas  Sessions  in  183t,  Jolin 
Morgan,  aged  18,  and  Sarah  Hambury.  aged  28,  of 
Usk,  were  tried  for  robbing  the  dwelling-house  of 
John  Roberts,  a  blind  man,  residing  at  Llanbaddock. 
The  male  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  11  ycam' 
transportation  and  the  female  to  7  years*.  Lord 
Granville  Somerset,  the  chairman,  in  passing  sen- 
tence, said  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be 
■understood  that  transportation  was  no  longer  a 
lenient  punishment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was 
purposely  rendered  extremely  severe. 

James  Morgan,  aged  22,  a  brother  of  the  above, 
was  tried  in  April  in  the  following  year  for  being 
concerned  in  the  same  robbery.  He  continued  to 
remain  at  large  until,  through  the  pi-aiseworthy 
exertions  of  ^Ir.  W.  C.  Blyth,  grocer,  of  Usk, 
whose  premises  had  been  twice  robbed,  and,  there 
was  reason  to  believe,  by  the  same  prisoner,  he 
was  apprehended  on  the  28th  of  February.  The 
principal  evidence  was  that  given  by  a  little  girl 
named  Margaret  Evans,  who  had  been  left  in  charge 
of  the  prosecutor's  house. 

In  October,  1848,  there  was  a  contest  for  the 
civic  chair  between  ^Mr.  Evan  Jones,  japanncr,  and 
Mr.  William  Jones,  draper.  The  former  polled  IW 
votes  and  the  latter  14.  Mr.  Evan  Jones  was  fleeted 
by  a  majority  of   20. 


256  SCRAPS    AND    FACTS. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1869,  Michael  Parker  Smith, 
Esq.,  of  Cefn  Ila,  near  Usk,  with  considerate  kind- 
ness, enabled  his  workmen,  with  their  wives  and 
families,  to  enjoy  themselves  by  distributing  to  each 
in  his  employ  from  4  lb.  to  6  lb.  of  beef,  a  plum 
pudding,  and  a  gallon  of  beer. 

At  the  County  Court  held  at  Usk  on  the  15th  of 
June,  1857,  Major  Stretton,  James  Greenfield  and 
others  entered  an  action  against  Mr.  Percival,  of 
Newbridge,  and  Richard  Phillips,  farmer,  of  Llan- 
baddock,  for  a  trespass  on  the  fishery  of  the 
Trostrey  Weir  Association,  in  the  parishes  of  Llan- 
trissent,  Llangibby,  and  Llanbadoc.  The  evidence 
was  given,  but  as  the  case  involved  a  question  of 
title,  the  landowners  having  given  the  defendants 
leave  to  angle  from  their  land,  Judge  Herbert 
declined  to  adjudicate.  The  defendants  were  shortly 
afterwards  served  with  notice  that  the  action  would 
be  tried  at  the  Monmouth  Assizes,  to  which  Mr. 
Phillips  put  in  an  appearance,  but  applied  to  have 
the  venue  removed  to  Gloucester,  on  the  ground  that 
many  of  the  gentry  of  Monmouthshire  were  members 
of  the  Trostrey  Weir  Association,  and  had  great 
influence  in  the  county. 
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1891. 


TRUSTEES  OP  ROGER  EDWARDS'  CnARITY. 
USK,    MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


This  Charity  ^cas  established  by  Deed  dated  in  the 
year  1621. 


FiEST  Teustees.— 1C25. 

1.  Walter  Riunsey,  Esquire. 

2.  John  Rumsey,  of  Usk, 

3.  Richard  Morgan,  of  Usk. 

4.  Edward  Rumsey,  of  Usk. 

5.  John  Saunders,  of  Ragland. 

6.  Walter  Powell,  of  St.  Alban's,  Chriitchurch. 

7.  John  Williams,  of  Kilgwrrwg. 


[By  DcodJ  1632. 

1.* Walter  Rumsey,  of  Llanover. 
2.* John  Rimisey. 
3.*Richard  Morgan. 
4.*John  Williams, 

5.  Henry, Rumsey. 

6.  Edward  Rumsey. 

7.  Walter  Rumsey,  junr, 

8.  Thomas  Morgan. 

9.  Edward  Morgan,  junr. 


The  Family  Party  of  1632  having  abused  their  Trust,  tha 
Court  of  Chancery  ordered  the  appointment  of  now  Tnutees; 
namely  : — 

[By  DeedJ  1663. 

1.  Sir  Trevor  Williams,  of  Usk,  Baronet. 

2.  Edward  Williams,  Esq.  (brother  of  Sir  Trevor  WilliamO. 

3.  Thomas  Herbert,  of  Usk  Castle. 

4.  ilatthew  Powell,  of  Usk,  Gentleman. 

5.  John  Rumsey,  of  Usk,  CJentleman. 

fi.  Edward  Williams,  of  Usk,  Gentlemen. 
7.  George  Harris,  of  Llangeview,  Gentleman. 


*  Parties  conveying  Trust  rroperty  to  new  Tnu|^ 


IV. 

1772. 
The  Court  of  Chancery  again  interfered,  and  the  following 
Trustees  were  appointed  by  the  order  of  the  Court : — 

1.  Eev.  Henry  Eogers,  of  Usk,  Eector  of  Gwemesney,  (died 
IstJune,  1788). 

2.  Thomas  Lewis,  Esq.,  a  Magistrate  (died  4th  September, 
1784). 

3.  Eichard  Jones,  Alderman,  of  Usk  (died  March,  1798). 

4.  Eev.  Eichard  Vaughan  Norman,  of  Usk,  a  Magistrate. 

5.  David  Jones,  Alderman,  of  Usk. 

6.  Eobert  Kinsey,  of  Usk,  Gentleman  (died  10th  August,  1791). 

7.  Eev,  Eice  Davies,  Vicar  of  Llangwm  (died  20th  October, 
1798). 


[By  Deed]  1789. 
l.*Rev.  Eichard  Vaughan  Norman. 
2.*David  Jones. 
3.*Robert  Kinsey. 
4.*Rev.  Eice  Daviea. 

6.  Eev.  Thomas  Addama  Williams,  Vicar  of  Uflk. 
6.  Philip  Jones,  Gentleman. 
7>  John  Watlcins,  of  Llangwm. 


[By  Deed]  1791. 
l.*Eev.  Eichard  Vaughan  Norman. 
2.*David  Jones. 
3.*Philip  Jones. 
4.*John  Watkina. 
6.  Eev.  Edmxmd  Watkina,  of  Llangwm. 

6.  Thomas  Jones,  of  Usk. 

7.  Philip  Eeece,  of  Usk. 

8.  Thomas  Prothero,  of  Usk,  Solicitor. 

9.  Thomas  Davies,  of  Usk,  Surgeon. 


[By  Deed]  1708. 
1. "Thomas  Jones. 
2  •John  Watkins. 
3.*Thomas  Prothero. 

4.  Alexander  Jones. 

5.  Iltyd  NichoU,  Esq.,  of  Usk. 

6.  Thomas  Hughes. 

7-  John  Olive  (discharged  at  his  own  request,  by  order  of  the 
Court  of  Clwncery,  in  1811), 


v. 

[ByDoodl  1813. 
l.»John  Watkins. 

2.  •Thomas  Prothero. 

3.*Alezanilor  Jouos. 

4.*Iltyd  NicholL 

6.  Thomas  Hughes  (discharged  1821,  by  hii  own  roquMt). 
e.  Thomaa  Williams. 

7.  Richard  George. 

8.  Edward  Berry. 


[By  Deodi;i821. 
l.'John  Watlrins. 
2.* Alexander  Jones, 
3.*Eichard  George. 
4.*ntyd  NichoU,  Esq. 

5.  Eev.  Thomas  Addams  Williams  (a). 

6.  Rev.  Benjamin  Jones,  Gwernesney. 

7.  William  Addams  Williams,  Esq.  (then  of  Usk),  Llangibby 
Caatle. 


[By  Deed]  1822. 
Henry  Pocock,  Esq. 
Rev.  James  Barnard  Davies. 


1831. 

Rev.    John  Fowell  Jones,  Ecctor   of   Gwemesnpy   (nee  R, 
George).     Nominated. 

Thomas  Reece,  Esq.  {vice  Benjamin  Jones).    Nominated. 


1S36. 
Rev.  James  Ashe  Gabb  {vice  J.  Watkins).    Nominated. 


1811. 
Rev.   John  Fleming,  Vicar  of  Llangwm  {vice  H.    Poeock). 


Nominated. 


(a)  In  1691  a  new  Trustee  was  appointed  In  the  place  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Addams  Williams,  "who  had  rt-moved  to  Llanbiuldock,  and 
dec.ined  acting  ;"  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  party  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  new  Trustees  in  li>21,  and  he  was  "  not  a  party  to  the  m'onna- 
tion  in  Chancery  in  the  year  ISU."  As  a  continuimc  Tnist««  In  Ibll,  tto 
ought  to  have  been  a  party  to  the  inlonnation.— See  1843. 


■w. 


1842. 
By  Deed  of  May  20,  1842,  the  Trustees  were  :— 
l.*Alexander  Jones,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
2.*IltydNicholl,  Esq.,  of  Usk. 
3.*Rev.  Thomas  Addams  Williams,  Vicar  of  Usk. 
4.*"William  Addams  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Llangibby  Castle, 
5.*Eev.  James  Barnard  Davies. 

6.  Thomas  Reece,  Esq.,  of  Usk. 

7.  Rev.  John  Fowell  Jones,  Rector  of  Gwernesney. 

8.  Rev.  James  Ashe  Gabb. 

9.  Rev.  John  Fleming,  Vicar  of  Llangwm. 


1843. 
Rev.  William  Evans,  Vicar  (c)  of  Usk,  vice  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Williams  (6),  Nominated  ouly. 


1847. 
Rev.  John  Irving  (c).     Nominated. 
Rev.  James,  Blower  (c).    Nominated, 


1858. 
Rev.  William  Price  (c).     Nominated. 


1860. 
By  Deed  dated  June  20,  the  Trustees  were  : — 

l.*Iltyd  NichoU,  Esq.,  of  Usk. 

2.*William  Addams  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Llangibby  Castle 
(deceased). 

3.*Rev.  John  Fowell  Jones,  Rector  of  Gwernesney  and  Vicar 
of  Saul,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Norton  Valance  (nou-resident). 

4.  Thomas  Falconer,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  County  Courts  of 
Glamorganshire  and  Brecknockshire,  of  Usk. 

5.  William  Henry  NichoU,  Esq.,  of  Usk. 

6.  Rev.  Stephen  Cattley  Baker,  Vicar  of  Usk. 

7.  Rev.  Arthur  Williams,  Incumbent  of  Llanbaddock. 

8.  Rev.  James  Blower,  Incumbent  of  Llaugeview  (deceased). 

9.  Daniel  Esbury  Partridge,  Esq.,  Portreeve  of  Usk. 
10.  Rev.  William  Price,  Vicar  of  Llangwm. 

(6)  Special  notice  orclercd  to  be  given  to  each  Trustee  of  tliis  uitcndeil 
nomination  (May  17,  1H13). 

(c)  These  were  mere  nominations,  and  no  valid  appointments  liy  deed 
were  made,  'lliose  named  under  Ihc  yeai's  1S31,  Ibofi,  1S41,  ISKi,  1S47, 
and  ISOS,  were  then  merely  nominated  and  were  not  appointed  until  some 
tinie  afterwards,  and  two  of  the  number  never  held  the  Estates. 


vu. 


The  Trustees  wore  to  bo  "  of  the  most  BafTiciuiit  and  dUcroot 
iuhabitauta  of  tho  parishes  of  Uak,  Llitiif^m,  Llaiigoviow,  and 
Gworaosuey,  or  one  of  thom,"  and  might  bo  eight,  nine,  or  ton 
in  number.    [Deed,  27th  April,  1G22]. 


1802, 


New  Scheme  established  November  7th,  ISC2,  by  tho  order  of 
tho  Charity  Commissioners. 


ISGS. 


1.  Rev.  Stephen  Cattloy  Baker,  Vicar  of  Usk. 

2.  Rev.  Arthur  WilUams.  of  tho  town  of  Usk,  Clerk. 

3.  Daniel  Esbury  Partridge,  of  the  towni  of  Usk,  Esq. 

4.  Rev,  William  Price,  of  the  parish  of  Llangwm,  Clerk. 

5.  Rev.  Samuel  Wright  Gardner,  of  Trostrey  Lodge,  in  tho 
hamlet  of  Clytha,  Clerk. 

6.  William  Barkley  Gething,  of  the  Rhadyr,  in  tho  pariiih  of 
Llanbaddock,  Esq. 

7.  Rev.  Charles  John  Elliott  Walkey,  of  the  parish  of  Uau- 
trissent.  Clerk. 

8.  Edward  Lister,  of  Cefn  Ha,  in  the  parish  of  Llanbaddock, 
Esq. 

9.  Rev.  James  Blower,  of  the  parish  of  Gwemesney,  Clerk. 

10.  Richard  Brown  Roden,  of  the  towni  of  Usk,  Esq. 

11.  John  Jefferies  Stone,  of  Scyborwen,  in  the  parish  of  Llan- 
trissent,  Esq. 

12.  Henry  Charles  Byrde,  of  Goytrey  House,  in  the  parish  of 
Goytrey,  Esq. 

1 3.  Alexander  John  Shepard,  of  the  town  of  Usk,  Esq. 

14.  Hume  NichoU,  of  the  town  of  Usk,  Esq. 


Head  Master  of  Grammar  School: 

Rev.  W.  H.  Wrenford,  B.A.,  of  Triiuty  College,  Dublin,  and 

Curate  of  LlaulJowell- 


lETTSTEE   ELECTED. 

Thomas  Dunn.  Esq. 
S.W.Gardner,  Esq. 
D.  Boultou,  Esq.  . . 
Thos  Watkins,  Esq. 
J.  H.  Clark,  Esq.  ,. 
John  Lewis, 'Esq.  .. 
.James  Parker,  Esq. 
Rev  F.  L.  Sulusbury 
Major  Bowyer-Laue 
J.  F.  PoweU,  Esq  . . 


IN  PLACE  OF. 

E.  Partridge,  Esq.. 
Capt-  Hume  NichoU 
Rev.  E.  J.  Walkey 
E.  L.  Lister,  Esq... 

Col.  Roden 

Thomas  Duim,  Esq. 
Rev.  A.  Williams  . . 
J.  J-  Stoue,  Escj.  .. 
Col.  H.  C  Byrde  .. 
S.  W.  Gardner,  Esq. 


WHEN  APPOnfTKD. 

30th  June,  1869- 
1 20th  Mar.,  1871. 

Cth  Jane,  1877- 
oth  Dec.,  1«77- 
6th  June,  lh78. 
13th  Doc.,  1S78. 
!»th  Jan.,  r*^?'.*. 
Cth  Dec.,  INPJ. 
6th  June,  1883. 


VIU, 

1885, 

1.  Rev.  Stephen  Cattley  Baker,  Vicarage,  Usk. 

2.  Rev.  William  Price,  Vicarage,  Liang wm,  Usk. 

3.  Rev.  James  Blower,  Rectory,  Gwernesney,  Usk. 

4.  Rev,  Folliett  Lynch  Salusbury,  Rectory,  Llangibby. 
6.  William  Barkley  Getting,  Esq.,  Ivy  Cottage,  Usk. 

6.  James  Henry  Clark,  Esq.,  Usk. 

7.  Thomas  Watkins,  Esq.,  Usk. 

8.  James  Parker,  Esq.,  Usk. 

9.  Major  F.  W.  Bowyer-Lane,  Usk. 
10.  John  Fanner  Powell,  Esq.,  Usk. 


1887. 
Eveljm  Waddington,  Esq.,  Glen  Court,  Llanllowell,  vice  John 
Fanner  Powell,  Esq, 


1890. 
The  Peesent  Trustees  : 

1.  Rev.  Stephen  Cattley  Baker,  Vicarage,  Usk. 

2.  Rev.  James  Blower,  Gwemessney  Rectory,  Usk. 

3.  Rev-  Folliett  Lynch  Salusbury,  Llangibby  Rectory- 

4.  W.  B.  Gething,  Esq.,  Llanbaddock,  Usk. 
6.  J-  H.  Clark,  Esq-,  Usk. 

6.  Thomas  Watkins,  Esq.,  Usk. 

7.  James  Parker,  Esq.,  Usk. 

8-  Evelyn  Waddington,  Esq.,  Glen  Court,  Llanllowell. 
9.  Uriah  J.  Lewis,  Esq.,  The  Court,  Llanllowell, 


Head  Master  of  Grammar  School : 
J.  H.  Priestley,  Esq-,  B.A. 


Ix. 


CHARITY    COMMlSlblOX. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Gluirity  founded  by  Roger  Edward** 
in  the  Parishes  of  Usk,  Llangevieto,  Gwemesney, 
and  Llangwm  TJcha,  in  the  Cotinty  of  Monmouth 
and  elsewhere. 

The  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  for  England 
and  Wales,  having  considered  an  application  in 
writing,  made  to  them  on  the  20th  day  of  May, 
1SG2,  by  Thomas  Falconer,  of  the  abovc-meiitii»ned 
parish  of  Usk,  Esquire,  William  Henry  NichoU,  of 
the  same  place.  Esquire,  the  Reverend  Stephen 
Cattley  Baker,  of  the  same  place.  Clerk ;  the 
Reverend  Arthur  Williams,  of  the  same  place, 
Clerk  ;  the  Reverend  William  Price,  of  the  above- 
mentioned  parish  of  Llangwm  Ucha,  Clerk  ;  and 
Daniel  Esbury  Partridge,  of  the  said  parish  of  Usk, 
Esquire  ;  who  together  with  lltyd  Nicholl,  of  the 
said  parish  of  Usk,  Esquire,  and  the  Reverend  John 
Fowell  Jones,  of  Frampton-on-Severn,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  Clerk,  are  the  present  Trustees  of  the 
above-mentioned  Charity  :  And  it  appearing  to  the 
said  Board  that  the  endowment  of  the  said  Charity 
consists  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  particularized 
and  described  in  the  second  Schedule  hereto,  and 
that  it  is  desirable  and  for  the  advantage  of  the 
said  Charity  that  the  Scheme  for  its  future  regula- 
tion and  management,  which  is  set  forth  in  the 
first  Schedule  hereto,  should  be  established  by  order 
of  tlie  Board,  in  manner  hereafter  mentioned,    And 
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upon  notice  of  the  intention  of  tte  said  Board  to 
make  the  order  hereinafter  contained,  having  by  the 
direction  of  the  said  Board  been  given  and  affixed 
to,  or  near  a  principal  outer  door  of  the  Parish 
Churches  of  Usk,  Llangwm  Ucha,  Llangeview,  and 
Gwernesney,  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  1862, 
being  more  than  one  calendar  month  previously  to 
the  date  hereof,  and  having  also  been  sent  by  post 
unto  the  said  Iltyd  Nicholl  and  John  Fowell  Jones, 
on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1862  :  Do  hereby  order 
that  the  Scheme  set  forth  in  the  first  Schedule 
hereto  be  approved  and  established. 


THE  FIRST  SCHEDULE  ABOVE  REFERRED 
TO. 


SCHEME. 

Number  of  Trustees  to  he  appointed. 

1. — There  shall  in  future  be  fourteen*  Trustees  of 
the  Charity,  who  shall  be  fit  and  competent  persons 
resident  in  the  parish  of  Usk,  or  vrithin  the  distance 
of  five  miles  from  the  Church  thereof.  And  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  establishment  of 
this  Scheme,  the  present  Trustees  of  the  Charity 
shall  appoint  so  many  fit  and  proper  persons  as 
shall  be  required  for  making  up  the  full  number  of 
fourteen  Trustees,  provided  that  no  such  appoint- 
ment  shall  be  valid  or  complete  until  the  same  shall 
have  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Her  Majesty's 
Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales, 
Tinder  their  official  seal. 
*  Tbis  numlev  was  afterwards  amended  and  reduced  to  nin». 


it. 

LisquaUficatiun  of  Tnisteei. 

2. — Any  Trnstce  of  the  Chanty  who  shall  become 
bankrupt  or  insolvent,  or  incapacitated  to  act,  or 
who  shall  cease  to  be  resident  in  the  said  paiish  of 
Usk,  or  within  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  the 
Church  thereof,  or  who  shall  not  attend  any  meet< 
iDg  of  the  Trustees  durinpf  a  consecutive  period  of 
two  years,  shall  in  any  of  such  causes  immediately 
cease  to  be  a  Trustee,  and  thereupon,  or  upon  the 
death  or  resip^nation  of  any  such  Trustee,  a  new 
Trustee,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  other  Trustees  at  their  first  meeting,  which 
shall  be  held  after  the  lapse  of  one  calendar  month 
next  after  the  occurrence  of  such  vacancy,  by  a 
resolution  to  be  forthwith  notified  by  them,  with  all 
proper  information,  to  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  at  their  office  in  London ; 
but  no  such  appointment  shall  be  valid  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners, and  their  approval  certified  under  their 
official  seal. 

Times  of  Jwlding  Meetings. — Voting. 

3. — The  Trustees  shall  hold  meetings  in  some 
convenient  place  within  the  parish  of  Usk,  as  often 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  management  of  the 
Charity,  and  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  June,  and  the  fii-st  Wednesday 
in  December.  The  senior  Trustee  present  according 
to  the  date  or  order  of  his  appointment  shall  be  tbe 
Chairman  at  every  meeting.  Five  Trustees  shall 
form  a  quorum  at  any  meeting. 

Any  two  Trustees  may  summon  a  special  meet- 
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ing,  giving  ten  days'  previous  notice  in  writing  to 
the  other  Trustees,  and  specifying  in  such  notice 
the  object  of  such  meeting. 

All  matters  and  questions  shall  be  determined  by 
the  majority  of  the  Trustees  present  at  any  meeting; 
and  in  case  of  equality  of  votes,  the  Chairman  shall 
have  a  double  or  casting  vote. 

Books  to  he  provided  and  securely  deposited. 

4. — A  minute  book  and  proper  books  of  account 
shall  be  provided  by  the  Trustees,  and  kept  in  some 
convenient  and  secure  place  of  deposit,  to  be  pro- 
vided or  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose ;  and 
minutes  of  the  entry  into  office,  or  the  appointment 
of  every  new  Ti'ustee,  and  of  all  proceedings  of  the 
Trustees,  shall  be  entered  in  such  minute  book  and 
signed  by  the  Chairman  at  the  termination  of  the 
proceedings  at  each  meeting. 

Charity  to  he  divided  into  Three  Branches. 

5. — For  the  purposes  of  this  Scheme,  the  Charity 
shall  be  divided  into  three  Branches,  to  be  called 
respectively. 

The  Usk  Branch ; 

The  Almshouse  Branch  ;  and 

The  Country  Branch. 

The  sum  of  £530  10s.  Id.,  £3  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Annuities,  now  standing  in  the  names  of  three  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Charity  (having  been  purchased 
with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  timber  upon  the 
Charity  Estate),  and  all  other  sums  (if  any)  which 
at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  this  Scheme 
shall  be  in  the  hands  or  under  the  control  of  the 
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Trusfees,  arlsinp^  from  the  nale  of  Buch  timber 
(not  belonging  exclusively  to  any  one  of  the  said 
Branches  of  the  said  Churity),  or  from  the  clear 
surplus  income  of  the  Charity,  shall  Ihj  apportioned 
and  divided  by  the  Trustees  to  and  amongst  the 
said  three  Branches  of  the  Charity,  in  augmentation 
of  their  respective  endowments,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, namely  :  Six-fifteenths  to  "  The  Usk  Branch," 
eight-fifteenths  to  "  The  Almshouse  Branch,"  and 
one-fifteenth  to  "  The  Country  Branch."  The  real 
endowment  belonging  to,  and  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  each  of  the  said  Branches  of  the  said 
Charity,  respectively,  are  distinguished  and  set 
forth  in  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  parts  of  the  Schedule 
hei'eto. 

Buildings  and  Houses  to  he  insured. 

6.  All  the  buildings  and  houses  belonging  to 
each  Branch  of  the  Charity  respectively  (not  insured 
Dy  the  lessees  or  tenants,  if  any),  shall  be  kept 
insured  by  the  Trustees,  in  their  names,  for  a 
sufficient  sum  in  some  established  office  for  effecting 
insurances  against  fire,  and  shall  be  maintained  and 
kept  in  repair  by  the  Trustees  or  the  tenants.  The 
cost  of  such  insurance  (and  of  repair  when  made 
by  the  Trustees),  and  the  proper  expenses  attending 
the  manasrement  and  administration  of  each  Branch 
of  the  Charity  and  its  property,  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  Trustees  in  the  first  instance  out  of  the 
income  of  such  Bi-anch. 

Separate  Accounts  of  Branches  to  he  kept. 

7._ Separate  and  full  accounts  shall  be  kept  of 
the  receipts   and   expenditure   of   the   Trustees   in 
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respect  of  eaoh  Branch  of  the  Chanty  in  the  books 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  ;  and  such  accounts 
shall  be  examined  and  passed  annually  at  the 
December  meeting,  and  sigoed  by  the  Trustees  then 
present. 

Cleric  and  his  Duties. 

8. — The  Trustees  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  they  think 
fit,  to  appoint  and  employ  a  person  as  Clerk,  at  an 
annual  salary  not  exceeding  £20,  to  be  paid  rate- 
ably  out  of  the  income  of  each  Branch  of  the 
Charity  ;  and  such  person  shall  keep  and  make  out 
the  annual  returns  of  the  accounts  of  the  Charity, 
and  shall  receive  the  rents  and  income,  and  make 
the  several  payments  thereout,  under  the  immediate 
control  and  superintendence  of  the  Trustees,  who 
shall  be  responsible  for  the  due  application  by  him 
of  all  such  moneys  ;  and  he  shall  give  notice  to  the 
Trustees  of  all  vacancies  in  their  number,  and  of 
meetings  for  the  election  of  Trustees,  and  for  other 
purposes,  and  sliall  discharge  all  such  other  duties 
connected  vpith  the  Charity,  as  shall  be  required  of 
him  by  the   Trustees. 

Property — in  ivhose  name  to  he  invested. 

9. — The  legal  estate  in  the  lands  and  heredita- 
ments particularized  and  described  in  the  second 
Schedule  to  the  Order  establishing  this  Scheme, 
and  all  other  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments 
(if  any)  belonging  to,  or  held  in  trust  for  tho  said 
Chai'ity,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Official  Trustee  of 
Charity  Lands,  and  his  successors,  in  trust  for  the 
Charity. 


Letting  or  Leasing  Properly  hy  TeiuUr. 

10. — All  the  estates  and  property  of  tlio  Charity, 
not  required  to  be  rctiiiiied  or  occupied  for  the 
purposes  thereof,  shall  be  let  and  otherwise  managed 
by  the  Trustees,  who  shall  receive  all  the  rontn  and 
annual  and  other  incorao ;  and  in  every  case  public 
notice  of  the  intention  to  let  any  land  or  other 
property  shall  be  given  by  the  Trustees  in  the  said 
parish  of  Usk,  and  also  in  any  different  parish  or 
parishes  in  which  such  land  or  property  shall  be 
situate,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  consider  most 
efEectual  for  giving  publicity  to  such  intention,  at 
least  three  weeks  previously  ;  and  no  lease  shall  bo 
granted  in  reversion,  or  for  more  than  seven  years 
certain,  or  for  less  than  the  improved  annual  value 
at  rack  rent,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  or  a  competent  Court.  Until  the 
Trustees,  with  the  consent  of  the  Charity  Commia- 
sioners,  shall  otherwise  determine,  the  estates  of  the 
Charity  shall  from  time  to  time  be  let  by  tender. 

Money  arising  from  Sale  of  Timber. 

11. — Any  money  ai-ising  from  any  future  sale  of 
timber,  or  from  any  mines  or  minerals  on  the 
Charity  Estate,  shall  be  treated  as  capital,  and 
invested  in  the  Government  Funds  in  the  names  of 
the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds,  in  trust 
for  the  Branch  of  the  Charity  to  which  it  belongs, 
except  in  any  special  cases,  in  which  the  Trustees 
may  be  authorized  by  the  Cliarity  Commi.ssioners 
for  England  and  Wales  to  apply  such  money  or  any 
part  thereof  as  income. 


ivi. 

AS     TO     THE     USK     BRANCH     01^     THE 
CHARITY. 

(See  Page  35.) 
USK     GRAMMAR     SCHOOL     FOUNDATION. 


JResolution  creating  Scholarships  ivith  Two-tenths  of 
Net  Annual  Income,  unanimously  carried  at  a 
Meeting  of  the  Govertiors  held  on  26th  July,  1889, 
and  approved  by  the  Charity  Commissioners  by 
letter  to  the  Chairman  dated  the  23rd  day  of 
May,  1890. 

1.  That  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  probability  of 
the  Governors  being  able,  in  the  near  future,  to 
create  Scholarships  out  of  the  seven-tenths  of  the 
net  annual  income  of  the  Foundation  appropriated 
to  the  Grammar  School  as  contemplated  by  the 
4'7th  Section  of  the  Scheme,  the  two-tenths  of  the 
said  net  annual  income,  now  applied  in  payment  of 
the  money,  gifts,  or  doles  to  the  survivors  ot  certain 
poor  persons,  and  subject  thereto  for  or  towards 
the  support  or  benefit  of  the  existing  Elementary 
Schools  of  Usk,  shall,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  money,  gifts,  or  doles  aforesaid,  be  used  to 
maintain  in  the  Grammar  School  three  Scholarships 
in  the  form  of  total  exemptions  from  tuition  fees, 
with  a  sum  of  £3  per  annum  added  to  each. 

2. — That  every  such  Scholarship  shall  be  open  to 
any  boy  of  12,  but  not  exceeding  14  years,  resident 
in  Usk,  who  shall  have  for  at  least  three  years 
attended  some  Public  Elementary  School  for  the 
time  being  therein,  and  shall  be  reported  by  his 
faster  and  the  Managers  of  his  School  as  being 


deserving  of  it  by  reason  of  liis  cliarnctcr  and  good 
conduct,  and  shall  be  granted  ns  tlio  reward  of 
ruerit  on  the  result  of  an  examination,  to  bo  con- 
ducted by  the  Head  Master  of  the  Grammar  School, 
or  such  other  Examiner  as  may  bo  appointed  by  tho 
Governors,  and  shall,  except  as  before  provided,  bo 
freely  and  openly  competed  for, 

3. — That  any  Scholarship  for  which  there  shall 
be  no  duly  qualified  Candidate,  who,  on  examina- 
tion shall  be  adjudged  worthy  to  take  it,  shall  for 
tbat  term  not  be  awarded. 

4, — That  every  such  Scholarship  shall  be  held  for 
a  period  of  not  exceeding  three  years,  to  be  extended 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Governors  to  four  years,  if 
recommended  by  the  Head  Master,  and  in  each  caso 
for  purposes  of  education  at  the  Grammar  School,  and 
whilst  the  holder  is  under  the  age  of  IG  years  only. 

6. — That  if  the  holder  of  a  Scholarship  shall 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Governors  be  guilty  of 
serious  misconduct  or  idleness,  or  fail  to  maintain 
a  reasonable  standard  of  proficiency,  or  wilfully 
cease  to  pursue  his  education,  tho  Governors  may 
deprive  him  of  his  Scholarship,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose may  act  on  the  report  of  the  Head  Master, 
or  on  such  other  evidence  as  they  think  sufficient, 
and  their  decision  in  each  case  shall  be  final. 

6. — And  that  every  such  Scholai-ship  and  the  holder 
thereof  shall  be  subject  to  such  further  and  other 
regulations  and  variations  of  these  Resolutions  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  Governors. 
Dated  this  10th  day  of  June,   1890, 
FENTON    GEO.    HARRIS, 

Clerk  to  the  Governors, 
Usk  Grammar  School  Foundation, 

a 
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AS  TO  THE  ALMSnorSK  RRAXCn  OF 
THE  CHARITY 

Numhrr  nml  AppoiutmciU  of  Alniytcople. 

34. — Tho  Almshouse  slmll  ho  approprintcd  to 
and  iised  for  tlio  occupation  of  twelvo  Alinspo(»plo, 
to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  tlio  Truntoi'S 
as  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  such  manner  and  sub- 
ject to  such  reasonable  regulations  as  tho  Trust ffs 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  consistently  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Scheme. 

Qualification  of  Almspenplc. 

35. — Tho  Alraspeoplo  shall  bo  poor  persons  of 
either  sex,  of  good  character,  wlio  shall  have  resided 
in  one  of  tho  parishes  of  Llangwm  Ucha,  Llan- 
gevicw,  or  Gwernesney,  not  less  tlian  three  years 
next  preceding  their  ajuiointment  without  receiving 
parochial  relief,  and  who  from  age,  ill-health,  acci- 
dent, or  infirmity  shall  be  unable  to  maintain  them- 
selves by  their  own  exertions;  with  a  pivference  for 
those  persons  who,  being  otherwise  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  shall  have  become  i-educed  by  misfortune 
from  better  circumstances.  In  default  of  eligible 
candidates  from  any  of  the  said  j)arishcs,  residents  in 
any  adjoining  parish,  being  similarly  qualified,  m.iy 
be  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Almshouse. 

Book  with  Karnes,  Ages,  ^c.,  of  Alnxspeople. 

36. — The  Trustees  shall  provide  and  keep  a  book, 
in  -which  shall  be  entered  the  names,  ages  and 
descriptions  of  all  persons  appointed  to  the  Alms- 
house, together  with  the  dates  of  their  respective 
appointments,  and  the  date  and  occasion  of  every 
vacancy.  C* 


Vacancies  to  he  filled  up. 

37. — Every  vacancy  in  the  Almshouse  shall  be 
filled  up  by  the  Trustees,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  by  the  appointment  of  some  duly  qualified 
person,  such  appointment  to  be  made  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  duly  convened  for  that  purpose. 

Vacancies  in  Suspension, 

The  Tru&tees  may,  however,  by  resolution,  defer 
or  suspend,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  calendar 
months  from  the  occurrence  of  any  vacancy,  the  time 
at  which  any  newly-elected  Almsperson  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  Charity,  and  to 
reside  in  the  Almshouses. 

Application  for  Admission  to  Almshouse. 

38. — Applications  for  admission  to  the  Almshouse 
shall  be  made  to  the  Trustees,  or  to  their  Clerk, 
either  personally  or  in  writing ;  and  every  applicant 
must  be  prepared  with  sufficient  testimonials  and 
other  evidence  of  qualification  for  the  appointment. 

Notice  intimating  Vacancy  and  Appointment 
of  Almsperson. 

39. — No  appointment  of  an  Almsperson  shall  be 
made  until  a  notice  of  the  vacancy,  specifying  the 
qualification  required,  shall  have  been  affixed  to  or 
near  the  principal  outer  door  or  entrance  gate  of 
the  Almshouses,  and  of  the  Parish  Cliurches  of 
Llangwm  Ucha,  Llangeview,  Gwernesuey,  and  Usk 
respectively,  for  the  period  of  fifteen  days  at  the 
least.  Such  notice  shall  be  given  in  every  case 
before  the  expiration  of  one  calendar  month  from 


xzl. 

the  vacancy,  and  may  ho  in  tlio  following  form,  viz.: 

"In-  THE   JFaTTBU   op    RoOBR   EoWARns'   Al.MSIIOUil   CHARtTT. 

"  The  Trustoes  of  this  Charity  Rivo  Xotico  tlmt  they  will,  on 
tho  (lay  of  l**         , 

proceed  to  oloct  an  Alms  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  tlo  Almi* 

houses  wliich  has  been  occasioned  hy  tho  of 

.    Tho  Election  will  tukc  place  at  o'clock 

on  that  day,  at  .        Poor  of 

good  character,  who  havo  been  roaidont  in  tho  pariah  of 
for  three  years  at  least,  and  who  from  Hgo, 
ill-health,  accident,  or  infirmity,  are  unablo  to  maintain  thorn* 
selves  by  their  own  exertions,  are  eligible  for  the  appointment, 
those  persons  who  havo  become  reduced  by  misfortuno  from 
better  circumstances  being  entitled  to  a  preference. 

"  Application  for  the  appointment  must  bo  mado  cither  per- 
sonally or  in  writing  to  the  Trustees  or  their  Clerk,  nt  , 
fourteen  days  at  least  previously  to  tho  Election,  Every  appli- 
cant  must  state  his  (or  hor)  name,  address,  age,  and  occupation, 
and  must  be  prepared  with  euQIcient  testimonials  and  otbor 
evidence  of  his  (or  her)  qualification  for  the  appoiotment. 
"  Signed, 

Trustees." 

Disposal  of  Profits  accruing  during  Vacancy  in 
A  Imsliouse. 

40. — The  profits  accruing  during  each  vacancy  in 
the  Almshouse  may  be  applied  by  the  Trustees,  if 
they  so  think  fit,  iu  defraying  tho  funeral  expenses 
of  the  deceased  inmate,  if  the  vacancy  be  occasionc^l 
by  death,  or  in  whitewashing,  cleaning,  or  repairing 
the  vacated  tenement,  previously  to  its  occupation 
by  the  successor.  The  balance  of  such  profits  (if 
any)  shall  be  carried  to  the  repairing  fund  herein- 
after mentioned. 

Money  paid  to  Inmates  of  Almshouse. 

41. — There  shall  be  paid  to  each  Alm.'ipcrson  snch 
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a  weekly  sum,  not  being  less  than  5s.,  and  not  more 
than  7s.,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Trustees,  having  regard  to  the 
income  and  resources  of  the  Charity,  and  the  other 
circumstances  thereof.  The  Trustees  shall  likewise 
pay  to  each  Alnispersou  annually  £2  at  Michaelmas, 
and  £1  at  Christmas  ;  or  they  may  from  time  to 
time  expend  any  suitable  portions  of  such  weekly 
or  other  sums  in  providing  such  Almspersons 
respectively  with  fuel,  clothing,  or  other  necessary 
comforts,  as  the  Trustees  shall  think  fit. 

Appointment  of  Nurse  and  her  Stipend. 

42. — They  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay  to  one  of  the 
Almswomen,  to  be  selected  and  appointed  by  them 
as  the  Matron,  an  additional  stipend  of  £5  a  year, 
in  consideration  wheieof  she  shall  discharge  such 
duties  connected  with  the  Almshouse  and  the 
inmates  as  the  Trustees  shall  direct. 

Appointment  and  Removal  of  Chaplain. 

43.  — There  shall  be  a  Chaplain  to  the  Almshouses, 
who  shall  be  a  clergyman  in  holy  orders  of  the 
Established  Church,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
perform  Divine  Service  in  the  Chapel  there  once  at 
least  on  every  Sunday,  and  on  Good  Friday  and 
Christmas  Day,  and  to  visit  and  give  spiritual 
ministration  to  the  Almspeople  at  such  other  times 
as  anay  be  necessary  or  desirable.  The  Chaplain 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Trustees,  and  may  be 
removed  by  them  at  any  time  by  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  meeting  at  which  not  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  entire  number  of  the  Trustees  shall 
have  been  present  and  have  voted. 
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Chaplain's  Stipend  and  AUowancrg. 

4-i. — The  Trustors  sliall  pny  to  tlio  [)if.scni  Clmp- 
lain  a  salary  of  £21  per  auniim  out  of  the  iucomo  uf 
the  Almshouse  Branch  of  the  Charity,  and  Khali  bo 
at  liberty  to  pay  a  salary  not  exceedinjj  that  nmuniit 
to  his  successor.  The  sum  of  £1  Is.  per  atmum 
shall  also  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Trustees  to 
the  Chaplain  for  providing  sacramental  bread  and 
■wine  for  use  in  the  said  Chapel. 

Medical  Attendant  and  Rcmuncraliun,  and  his 
Duties. 

45. — The  Trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appoint  u 
duly  qualified  medical  practitioner  to  attend  u|H)n 
the  Almspeople,  and  to  supply  them  with  such  medi- 
cines and  medical  appliances  as  may  be  necessary,  at 
a  yearly  salary  not  exceeding  £10,  such  salary  to 
include  the  cost  of  such  medicines  and  appliances ; 
and  they  may  also  provide  the  Almspeople  with  any 
necessary  attendance  in  ca-se  of  illness,  at  the  co.'^t  of 
the  Charity.  The  Medical  Officer  may  be  removed 
at  any  time  by  the  Trustees. 

As  to  Absence  of  Inmates  from  Almshouse. 

4G. — tio  Almsperson  shall  be  absent  from  the 
Almshouse  for  a  period  exceeding  twenty -four  hours 
•without  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Trustees,  or 
some  two  or  more  of  them  ;  but  in  special  cases  such 
consent  may  for  any  sufficient  reason  be  given  re* 
trospectiyely,  after  the  absence  has  occun-ed. 
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As  to  Insubordination,  ^x.',  of  Inmates,  and 
Removal . 
47. — If  any  Alrasperson  shall  be  guilty  of  inso- 
briety, insubordination,  breach  of  rules,  or  immoral 
or  unbecoming  conduct,  or  shall  become  disqualified 
from  retaining  his  or  her  appointment,  or  if  in  any 
case  it  should  appear  that  any  Almsperson  has  been 
appointed  without  having  the  required  qualifications, 
the  Trustees,  upon  proof  thereof  to  their  satisfaction, 
may  remove  such  .-Almsperson,  and  take  possession 
of  the  tenement  or  room  occupied  by  him  or  her, 
and  may  proceed  to  appoint  another  Almsperson  in 
his  or  her  place,  or  in  any  such  case  (except  that  of 
disqualification)  the  Trustees  may,  if  they  so  think 
fit,  suspend  the  payment  of  the  stipend  to  the  Alms- 
person,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  during  such  time  as 
they  shall  think  fit  and  expedient. 

Almsperson  to  retain  possession  of  Boom. — As  to 
Admission  of  Strangers. 
48. — No  Almsperson  shall  let  or  part  with  the 
possession  of  the  room  or  rooms  allotted  to  him  or 
her,  nor  shall  any  stranger  be  permitted  to  occupy 
the  same  or  any  part  thereof  without  the  consent  of 
the  Trustees,  and,  except  in  the  case  of  both  of  a 
married  couple  being  appointed  to  vacancies  in  the 
Almshouse,  the  term  stranger  shall  include  the 
husband  or  wife  of  any  married  Almsperson. 

Trustees  may  prescribe  Beg^ilations,  ^'c. 
49.—  The  Trustees  may  from  time  to  time  pre* 
scribe  such  reasonable  regulations  as  they  may 
consider  expedient  for  the  government  of  the  Alms- 
house and  the  inmates  and  oflacers  thereof,  provided 
that  no  such  regulation  be  at  variance  or  inconsistent 
Tviih  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Schemei 
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Disposal  of  Surplus  Income, 

50. — The  Trustees  sLnll  from  llino  to  tinio  invest 
tbo  surplus  aunnal  iueuinc  of  tho  Almsliouso  limncli 
of  the  Charity  in  the  purchase  of  £o  per  cent,  con- 
solidated annuities,  for  tho  formation  of  a  fond  for 
the  substantial  repair  or  iniprovenient  of  the  AlmH- 
bouses  when  needed.  Wiuni  such  fund  shall  nmoniit 
to  £400  consols,  the  said  surplus  income,  ioclndiug 
the  dividends  on  such  consols,  shall  bo  applied  by 
the  Trustees,  with  the  sanction  of  tho  Charily  Com- 
missioners, either  in  increasing  tho  number  of  AIms« 
people,  or  in  augmenting  their  respective  stipends, 
or  in  some  other  manner  for  tho  promotion  of  tho 
objects  of  the  Almshouse  Branch  of  tho  Charity. 

Whenever  the  said  repairing  fund  shall  have  been 
■wholly  or  partially  expended,  the  Trustees  shall 
apply  the  said  surplus  income  in  replacing  the  8am 
60  expended,  so  as  to  maintain  the  repairing  fund  at 
the  aforesaid  full  amount  of  £400. 


AS  TO  THE  COUNTRY  BRANX'U  OF 
THE  CHARITY. 

Disposal  of  Net  Anmial  Income. 

51. — Out  of  the  net  annual  income  of  the  Country 
Branch  of  the  Charity,  tho  Trustees  may  continue 
the  money  payments  now  made  in  the  parishes  of 
Llangwm  Ucba,  Llaugeview,  and  Gwcrncsney,  to 
such  poor  persons  at  present  receiving  such  pay- 
ments as  are  legal  objects  to  charity;  and,  subject 
ibercJio,  the  same  shall  be  divided  bctwctu  the  said 
parishes  in  the  samo  proportions  as  at  present,  that 
is  to  6»7i  9 


0-20tlis  to  Llangwm; 

9-20fclis  to  Llangevievv ; 

2-20tbs  to  Gwerncsney; 
and  such  proportions  respectively  shall  bo  applied  by 
the  Trustees,  at  their  discretion,  cither  towards  the 
promotion  of  the  education  of  children  of  the  labour- 
ing and  industrial  population  of  the  said  respective 
parishes  (subject  to  the  aforesaid  provision  of  the 
Endowed  Scliools'  Act,  18G0),  or  to  other  charitable 
purposes  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
parishes  respectively,  nob  being  gratuitous  gifts  or 
doles  of  money,  food  or  clothing. 


AS    TO    THE    ENTIRE     CHARITY. 

Suh-divislon  of  Income  of  any  Branch. 

hi. — The  proportions  in  -which  the  income  of 
any  branch  of  the  Charity  is  sub-divided,  and  tho 
respective  amount  of  the  capitation  fees  in  the 
School,  and  of  the  stipends,  salaries  and  other  pay- 
ments in  each  branch  may  be  varied  by  the  order  of 
the  Charity  Commissionci's  upon  the  application  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Charity. 

Decision  of  Charity  Commissioners,  on  being  appealed 
to,  to  he  final. 

fjo. — If  any  doubt  or  question  shall  arise  among 
the  Trustees,  or  any  of  them,  as  to  the  construction 
or  proper  application  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Sclicrao,  or  the  raauagcmeut  of  tho  Charity, 
application  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  any  two  of 
them,  to  the  Cliarity  Commissioners  for  their  opinion 
and  advice,  which,  -when  given,  shall  be  couclusiye 
on  i\\l  prtics  affected  thereby. 
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SECOND    SCHEDULE. 

PAllT    X. 


NO. 

DESCUH'TION. 

MTL'ATiON  oy 

l'KOriSliT\. 

A. 

It.  !•. 

1 

Grammar    School   \ 
House  &  CiarJcu  J  *  * 

Writing    School      1 
llouse  &  CJardeu  )  '  * 

Frescoed  Farm 

Skibbor  Xewy  J  J 

I'undy  Farm 

Usk    

93 

41 

70 

9 

0 

•> 

49 
4 

5 

7 

o 

Usk 

.1 

Llanbadoo 

3  12 

4 

U.i^hin 

1  21 

5 

Ooy  trt) ,, 

2    3 

t» 

Lands     

Shironewton 

Ditto 

2  33 

7 

Garden  

0  "T 

S 

Common  Enclosaro .... 

Pandy  Wood    

Pandy  Littlo  Wood . . . . 
Sober  Lease  Wood  .... 
Prescoed  Wood    

1  »itto 

3    2 

9 

(rovtro ,  .  . 

u  12 

10 
11 

Ditto 

Shirenewton 

Llanbadoc 

3    7 
0  28 
3  :j9 

Total A. 

285 

1  24 

AltabiUaFarm. 


Hospital  Lands    | 

Ty-bach-y-lau I 

Tyr-y-ferm 1 

Ijands  and  liarn 

Cefn  IJuchan  Farm ....  I 

Cef n  Buchan    

Lands     ' 

Tyr-ap-Ivor ' 

Caldicot  Farm 

Ditto  Inclosuro    

Coed-y-ferm  Woods    .. 
C'oed-y-garrow    


Llangwm  Fcha,  Llan- 

geview&Cfwerutstiey  113  1  31 

Llangevicw '.  14  0  33 

Llangwm  Ucha  ....  10  1     6 

Ditto 44  2  39 

Wolvcsnowton 27  3  37 

Llangwm  Ucha    ....  77  2  30 

Ditto I  0    0 

Lhindcnny    i  5  2  18 

Llangwm  Uclia   20  2  33 

Caldicot     \  ni  0  oq 

lUtto )  "'  "   -* 

ijlangwm  I'cha    ....i  iil  1 

Gwernesney S  0 


TART    III. — COLNTRY    BRANCH. 


1    I  Tyr-y-layFarm 


37 
16 


Total A.  396    3  30 


I  Llangwm  Ucha  ....  |  47    0    0 


Scaled  by  Order  of  the  Board  fh!s  7lh  day  vf  Sov.  1862. 
H.    M.    VANE,     StCKETART. 
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CHARITY    COMmSSION. 

USK     ALMSHOUSE     SCHEME, 

Sealed  25th  March,  1891.      752-91. 


In  tlie  matter  of  the  Cliarity  called  or  hnoion  as  tJie 
Usk  Almsliouses  (of  the  Foundation  of  an  Un- 
Tcnoion  Donor),  in  the  Parish  of  Ush,  in  the 
County  of  Moyimouth ;    and 

In  the  Matter  of  "  The  Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853 
to   1SS7. 


SCHEME. 

1.  Administration  of  Charity.— From  and  after  the 
day  on  which  this  Scheme  is  approved  and  established  by 
an  Order  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  the  above- 
mentioned  Charity  and  the  endowments  specihed  in  the 
Schedule  hereto,  and  all  other  endowments  (if  any)  of  the 
said  Charity,  shall  be  administered  and  managed  by  the 
body  of  Trustees  herein-after  constituted,  subject  to  and 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  Scheme,  under 
the  title  of  The  Usk  Almshouses. 

2.  Vesting  of  Real  Estate. — The  freehold  land  and 
hereditaments  comprised  in  this  Scheme  are  hereby 
vested  in  "  The  Official  Trustee  of  Charity  Lands  "  for  all 
the  estate  and  interest  of  the  Charity  therein. 

3.  Investment  of  Cash. — All  sums  of  cash  now  or  at 
any  time  belonging  to  the  Charity,  and  not  required  for 
current  expenditure,  shall  as  soon  as  possible  be  invested, 
under  the  authority  of  a  furtlier  Order  of  tlie  CliariLy 
Commi.ssioners,  in  Government  Stocks  or  securities,  in 
the  name  of  "  The  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable 
Funds.'' 


nil 

TRrstrrs. 

4.  TRrsTTiEs— Tho  body  of  Tnistoes  nlmll  coiwiat  of 
nine  computont  persona,  nanu-Iy, 

Two  Ex-ofticio  Trustees, 

Four  Roprosent.itivi"  Trustoca,  and 

Tluoo  Oooptativo  Trustees. 

5.  Ex-OFFioio  Trustees.  —  The  Ex-officio  Tnwteet 
shall  be — 

The  Vicar  for  the  time  being  of  the  Parish  of 
Usk  ;    and 

The  Chairman  for  tl\e  time  ])oing  of  the  Usk 
Local  Board  of  Health. 

C.  Represextativk  Trustees.  —  Tlie  Representative 
Trustees  shall  be  appointed  by  election  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Parish  of  Usk  in  Vestry  assembled.  Each 
appointment  shall  be  made  for  a  term  of  tivc  ycare  at  a 
meeting  convened  and  held  accordini,'  to  the  ordinary 
practice  of  the  electint^  body,  or  in  case  of  need  or  duubt 
in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  made  or  approved  by  the 
Charity  Commissioners.  The  Chairman  of  the  meeting 
shall  forthwith  cause  the  name  of  each  ])ei-son  appointed 
to  be  notified  to  the  Trustees  or  their  Clerk  or  Secretarj', 

7.  First  Represevtative  Trustees.— The  first  Repre- 
sentative Trustees  shall  be  appointed  as  .soon  .as  ]>oHsibIe 
after  the  date  hereof,  and  their  names  shall  be  notified  to 
the  Vicar  of  Usk,  on  beh.alf  of  the  Trustees  when  con- 
stituted. 

8.  Co-optative  Trustees.  —  The  Cooptative  TruBtee* 
shall  be  i>ersons  residing  or  ciurving  on  business  in  or 
near  the  Parish  of  Usk,  and  shall  bi>  appointed  for  a  tenu 
of  eight  years.  Evcr\-  Col.ptative  Trusti-e  shall  be  pro- 
visionally ap])ointed  by  a  nsolution  of  the  Trustees  to  Imj 
p.assed  at  a  special  meeting,',  and  to  he  fortliuith  notified 
by  the  Trustees  to  the  Charity  Commissionci-s  with  an 
ai)plication  for  their  api>roval  (whicii  may  be  in  the  foim 
No.  1  aimexi'd  hereto).  A  provisional  appointment  Bliidl 
bteouif  vali.l  only  if  and  when  tiie  s.aid  Couuiiisaioneni 
have  eeitified  their  approv.al  of  it  under  their  ufHcial  seal, 
and  shall  date  from  that  approv.il. 

9.  First  Co-optative  Tru.stek.s.— The  followintj  per- 
sons shall  be  deemed  to  be  appointed  and  arc  hereby 
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approved  aa  ike  first  Cooptatlro  Trustoes,  viz.j— 

James  Henry  Clark,  of  Bridge  Street,  Printer  ; 
Edwin  Parry,  of  Old  Market  Street,  Railway 

Clerk  ;  and 
Charles  Voyce,  of  The  Rosary,  Gentleman,  all 
in  the  Parish  of  Usk. 

10.  Declaration  by  Trustees. — No  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  act  as  a  Trustee  whether  on  his  first  or  any 
subsequent  appointment,  until  he  has  signed  in  the 
minute  book  of  the  Trustees  a  declaration  that  he  accepts 
and  is  willing  to  act  in  the  trusts  of  this  Scheme. 

11.  Detekmixation  of  Trusteesuip. — Any  Cooptative 
Trustee  who  ceases  to  be  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  any 
Trustee  who  is  adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  or  who  refuses  or 
is  unfit,  or  is  incapacitated  to  act,  or  who  communicates  in 
writing  to  the  Trustees  his  wish  to  resign,  find  any 
Representative  or  Cooptative  Trustee  who  is  absent  from 
all  meetings  of  the  Trustees  during  a  period  of  two  con- 
secutive years,  shall  thereupon  cease  to  be  a  Trustee. 

12.  Va<;'ancies. — Upon  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy  the 
Trustees  shall,  at  their  next  meeting,  cause  a  note  thereof 
to  be  entered  in  their  minute  book,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Representative  Trustee  shall  cause 
notice  thereof  to  be  given  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  proper 
electing  body.  No  vacancy  in  the  oflice  of  Cooptative 
Trustee  shall  be  filled  till  after  the  lapse  of  one  calendar 
month  from  its  occurrence.  Any  competent  Trustee  may 
be  re-appointed. 

Meetings  and  Proceedings  op  Trustees. 

10.  Meetings  ok  Trustees. — The  Trustees  shall  hold 
general  meetings  at  least  twice  in  each  year.  A  special 
meeting  may  at  any  time  be  summoned  bj'  any  two 
Trustees  who  shall  give  seven  days'  notice  to  all  the  other 
Trustees  of  the  mattera  to  be  discussed. 

14.  Quorum. — There  shall  be  a  quorum  when  three 
Trustees  are  present  at  any  meeting. 

15.  Chairman  and  Vutixg. — At  every  meeting  the 
Trustees  present  shall  appoint  a  Chairman.  Every  matter 
shall  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  the  Trusteea 
present  and  vothig  on  the  question.  The  Chairman  shall 
have  a  casting  vote,  whether  or  not  ho  shall  have  pre- 
viously voted  on  the  same  question,  but  no  Trustee  shall 
in  any  otJier  cii'CUlttstancca  give  ymrq  than  one  vote. 


nil. 

It;.  MlNTTKS  ANP  A.foiVTS.  A  milUllo  \yoiyk  ami 
bnoka  of  acoount  shall  l>f  prox  iili-ii  and  kfpf  liy  tlii» 
Trustees.  All  proper  acoouutM  in  relation  to  the  I'iiarity 
sh(aU  in  each  yiar  l>c  niailc  out  atnl  cuifilicl  in  Biuh 
nmnner  as  sluiJl  he  re<juirotl  l>y  tliu  Chnrity  Coin- 
luisaioncrs,  anil  copies  tiicreof  Hhall  1k>  tnin!^tMitt<-<I  to  tho 
said  Connnissioners,  and  pnhlished  in  conformity  wjtii 
the  provisions  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts. 

17.  Gexkral  Powkk  to  makc  IlKiifi.ATioNs.— Within 
the  limits  prescribed  by  this  Scheme  the  Tnistoen  nhall 
have  full  power  from  time  to  time  to  jnake  re;;ula- 
tions  for  the  management  of  the  Charity,  and  for  the 
conduct  of  their  business,  including;  tlit-  sunnnoning  of 
meetings,  the  deposit  of  money  at  a  proper  bank,  the 
custody  of  documents,  and  tlie  appointment  ;\n  Clerk 
during  their  pleasure  of  one  of  tlicmselres  (without 
salary)  or  of  some  other  fit  person, 

Maxackmkxt  of  Real  Propertv. 

18.  Amotmknts  E.XTKNsioiT  A(  T,  1882.— The  TruBtc^s 
may  set  apart  and  let  in  allotments  in  the  manner  pro- 
scribed by  and  subject  to  tlie  provisions  of  t)ie  Allotments 
Extension  Act,  1882,  atiy  portions  of  th<>  land  beIont;inc{ 
to  the  Charity  other  than  Imildings  and  the  appurtenances 
of  buildings. 

10.  M.\:NAGrMEvr  akp  Lettims  of  Proprrti.— Subject 
as  aforesaid,  all  the  property  of  the  Charity  not  re<iuircd 
to  be  retained  or  occupied  for  the  purposes  thereof  sliall 
be  let  and  otherwise  managed  by  the  Trustees.  In  every 
case  public  notice  of  the  intention  to  let  any  land  or  other 
property  shall  be  given  by  the  Trustees,  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  consider  most  ctTectual  f..>r  ensuring  full 
publicity.  Tho  Trustees  shall  not  create  any  tenancy  in 
reversion,  or  for  more  than  seven  years  certain,  or  for 
less  than  the  improved  animal  value  at  rackrent,  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Charity  Conimissioncra  or  a  competent 
Court. 

20.  Leases.— The  Trustees  shall  provide  that  on  tho 
grant  by  thera  of  any  lease,  tho  Lessee  shall  execute  a 
counterpart  thereof,  and  every  lease  shall  contain  cove- 
nants on  the  part  of  the  Leh.sec  for  tho  paynu^it  of  rent, 
and  the  proper  cultivation  of  tho  land,  and  all  other 
Usual  and  proper  covenants  applicable  to  tho  projK<rty 
comprised  therein,  and  a  proviso  for  re-entrj-  on  nou. 

pament  of  the  itnt  or  nvu-perfomwncc  vi  tliecoven^nti, 


21.  Repair  and  Iksx'Raxce. — The  Trustees  shall  keep 
in  repair  and  insure  against  tire  all  the  buildings  of  the 
Charity  not  required  to  be  kept  in  repair  and  insured  by 
the  Lessees  or  tenants  thereof. 

ArrLiCATioN   of  Income. 

22.  Expenses  of  Management, —  The  cost  of  repairs 
and  insurance  and  all  other  charges  and  outgoings  pay- 
able in  respect  of  the  property  of  the  Charity,  and  all 
other  proper  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  and  inciden- 
tal to  the  administration  and  management  of  the  Charity, 
shall  be  first  defrayed  by  the  Trustees  out  of  the  income 
thereof. 

23.  Application  of  Income.— Subject  to  the  payments 
aforesaid,  the  yearly  income  of  the  Charity  shall  be 
applied  by  the  Trustees  in  the  manner  and  to  the  objects 
herein-after  prescribed. 

24.  Allowanc^es  to  Present  and  Future  Ajlmspeople. 
— Tlie  yearly  income  of  the  Charity  shall  at  first  be  applied 
in  making  equal  allowances  to  the  present  inmates  of  the 
Almshouses.  No  new  appointment  of  an  Almsperson 
shall  be  made  by  the  Trustees  until  tlie  present  number 
of  Almspersons  shall  have  become  reduced  below  six, 
when  there  shall  be  paid  to  each  Almsperson  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Charity  a  weekly  stipend  of  not  less  than 
3s.  Cd.,  and  the  Trustees,  in  lieu  of  paying  the  whole 
amount  of  the  said  stipend  to  any  Almsperson  in  money, 
may  from  time  to  time  expend  the  whole  or  any  portion 
thereof  for  his  or  her  benefit  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

25.  Letting  and  Occupation  of  Almshouses.  —  The 
Trustees  may  let  any  of  the  Alms-houses  not  required  for 
occupation  by  Almspeople,  and  shall  apply  the  rent  to  be 
derived  from  such  letting  in  augmenting  the  stipends  of 
the  Almspeople.  In  the  event  of  a  sufficient  endowment 
being  hereafter  provided,  to  admit  of  Almspeople  being 
appointed  to  any  of  the  Almshouses  so  let,  the  Trustees 
may  resume  possession  of  such  Almshouses,  and  appoint 
duly  qualified  Almspeople  thereto.  Subject  as  aforesaid, 
the  Almshouse  Building  belonging  to  the  Charities  and 
the  property  hei'etoforo  occupied  therewith  shall  be  appro- 
priated and  used  for  the  residence  of  the  Almspeople  to 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Trustees,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  Scheme. 

26.  Number  and  Qualifications  of  Alj\ispeople.=- 
Jhe  AJuispeople  to  be  appojutcd  in  pursuance  of  tiiifi 
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Scheme  who  shall,  subject  to  the  provision  of  an  ond.iw- 
ment  as  indicated  in  tho  preceding  clause,  bo  liinitod  to 
six,  shall  be  poor  persons  of  good  cimracler,  who  shall 
have  resided  in  the  Parish  of  I  sk  for  not  liJis  than  tlireu 
years  next  preceding  the  time  of  their  apponitment,  who 
shall  not  during  that  period,  except  in  such  special  oues 
as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Charity  Conuaissioners,  have 
receired  Poor-law  relief,  and  who  from  ago,  ill-health, 
accident,  or  intirmity,  shall  be  unable  to  ni;unt;un  them- 
selves by  their  own  exertions  ;  with  a  pixferuncu  for 
those  persons  who,  being  otherwise  (jualilied  aa  herein- 
mentioned,  shall  liave  become  reduced  by  misfortiuie 
from  better  circumstances. 

27.  Absence  from  Almshouse. — No  Almspcrson  shall 
be  absent  from  the  Almshouse  for  a  period  exceeding 
twenty-four  hours,  without  the  consent  ia  writing  of  tho 
Trustees  or  their  Clerk  ;  but  in  special  cases  such  cooBent 
may,  for  any  sufficient  reason,  be  given  retrospectively 
after  the  absence  has  occurred. 

28.  Rooms  not  to  be  let. — No  Almeperson  shall  be 
permitted  to  let  or  part  with  ihe  possession  of  the  room  or 
rooms  allotted  to  him  or  her,  or  to  suffer  any  stranger  to 
occupy  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  except  with  the 
special  permission  ol  the  Trustees. 

29.  Applications  for  Appointment. — Applications  for 
appointment  as  Almspeople  shah  be  made  to  the  Trustees, 
or  to  their  Clerk,  in  writing,  in  such  form  as  the  Trustee! 
shall  prescribe. 

30.  ^'oTICE  OF  Vacanct.  —  No  appointment  of  an 
Almsperson  shall  be  made  by  the  Trustees  until  a  suffi- 
cient notice  of  the  vacancy  to  be  tilled  up,  specifying  the 
qualifications  required  from  candidates  (which  may  be  ia 
the  Form  (No.  2)  annexed  hereto;,  shall  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  parish  of  Usk,  by  advertisement  or  otherwise, 
so  as  to  give  due  publicity  to  the  intended  appointment  ; 
and  every  applicant  must  be  prepared  with  sufficient 
testimonials  and  other  evidence  of  his  or  her  qualihcatioa 
for  the  appointment. 

31.  Appointments  or  Almsperson. — All  appointment* 
of  Almspersons  shall  be  made  by  the  Trustees  at  a  special 
meeting,  and  shall  be  made  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  after  an  interval  of  one  month  from  the  occurrence  ol 
lb*  vacancy  to  be  hlied  up, 

?2*  Keowtbb.— The  Truflteea  shall  provide  and  keep  n 
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book,  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  names,  ages,  and 
deacriptious  of  all  persons  appointed  to  be  Almspersons, 
together  with  the  dates  of  their  respective  appointments, 
and  the  date  and  occasion  of  every  vacancy  ;  and  they 
shall  likewise  keep  a  register  of  all  applications  for 
appointment. 

33.  Removal  of  Almsperson.  —  If  any  Almspersou 
shall  be  guilty  of  insobriety,  insubordination,  breach 
of  regulations,  or  immoral  or  unbecoming  conduct, 
or  shall  receive  Poor  Law  relief,  or  shall,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Trustees,  become  disqualified  from  re- 
taining his  or  her  appointment,  or  if  in  any  case  it 
should  appear  that  any  Almsperson  has  been  appointed 
without  having  the  required  qualifications,  the  Trustees, 
upon  proof  thereof  to  their  satisfaction,  may  remove  the 
Almsperson,  and  take  possession  of  the  tenement  or  room 
occupied  by  him  or  her,  and  may  proceed  to  appoint 
another  Almsperson  in  his  or  her  place  ;  or  in  any  case  of 
such  misconduct  as  aforesaid,  the  Trustees  may  suspend 
the  payment  of  the  stipend  to  the  Almsperson  either 
wholly  or  in  part  during  such  time  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

General    Provisions. 

34.  Variation  of  Payments. — The  amounts  and  con- 
ditions of  the  several  payments  and  allowances  which  are 
prescribed  by  this  Scheme  may  be  varied  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Trustees,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners. 

35.  Appropriation  of  Benefits. — The  appropriation 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Charity  shall  be  made  by  the 
Trustees  from  time  to  time,  in  the  exercise  of  their  dis- 
cretion, at  meetings  of  their  body,  and  not  separately  by 
any  individual  Trustee  or  Trustees. 

36.  No  Trustee  to  be  paid,  or  hold  Charity  Land, 
OR  SUPPLY  Work  or  Goods. — No  Trustee  acting  in  any 
capacity  in  respect  of  the  Charity  shall  receive  any  salary 
or  remuneration  from  the  funds  of  the  Charity.  No 
Trustee  shall,  for  his  own  benefit,  or  for  the  benefit  of 
any  other  person,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  hold  or 
occupy  any  laud  or  tenement  belonging  to  the  Charity, 
or  be  engaged  in  the  supply  of  work  or  goods  at  the  coat 
of  the  Charity. 

37.  Questions  under  Scheme. — Any  question  as  to  the 
soustruction  of  this  Scheme,  or  as  to  the  regularity  or  tb« 


validity  of  any  acta  done  or  about  to  be  done  nnder  thin 
Scheme,  shall  be  deterniiiied  coiuliiaivi>ly  by  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  upon  audi  application  luade  to  tbem  for 
for  the  purpose  as  they  think  uullicieut. 


Form  (No.  1)  of  Applicatim  for  the  Approval  of 
Provisional  Appointments  of  Trtistees. 

To  the  Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales. 

lu  the  matter  of  the  Charity  called  The  Usk  Alms- 
iiorsES,  in  the  Parish  of  Usk,  in  the  County  of 
Monmouth,  now  regulated  by  a  Scheme  of  tho 
Charity  Commissiouera  of  the  25th  March,  lb9l. 

The  undersigned,  beiuc*^'  of  the  above- 

mentioned  Charity,  submits  the  following  statement  : — 

1.  A  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Trustee  occurred  on  the 

day  of  1S9    ,  by  thef 

oft 

2.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  duly  held  on 
the  day  of  lb9  ,  at  which  there 
were  present : — 

(in  the  chair), 
it  was  resolved  that  §  be  provisionally 

appointed  to  fill  such  racancy. 

3.  Mr.  has  expressed  in  writing  hia 
willingness  to  accept  and  act  in  the  trusts  of  the  .Scheme. 

4.  In  these  circumstances  the  Trustees  now  apply  to 
the  Charity  Commissioners  to  approve  such  provisional 
appointment  under  their  official  seal. 

II 

declare  that  the  above  statements  are  in 
all   respects  true  according  to  infonuatiou  and 

belief. 

Dated  this  day  of  1S9    . 

»  The  application  may  be  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting,  or 
by  their  Clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees. 

t  State  cause  of  vacancy 

t  State  full  name,  aUdress,  and  description  of  Tnistee  whi  vacates 
his  office. 

§  State  full  name,  address,  and  description  of  proposed  new  Trti«te«. 

11  The  applicant  or  applicants  shouM  here  ligu  their  names,  addiof 
the  capacity  in  which  they  make  the  applicatiou. 
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Form  (No.  2)  of  Notice. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Charity  called  The  UsK  Almshouses. 

The  Trustees  of  this  Charity  give  notice  that  they  will, 
on  the  day  of  18    ,  proceed  to 

elect  an  Alrasperson,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  number  of 
Almspersons  of  the  Charity.  The  election  will  take  place 
at  o'clock  on  that  day,  at  .    Poor 

persons  of  good  character  who  have  been  resident  in  the 
Parish  of  Usk  for  three  years  at  least,  who  shall  not 
during  that  period  have  received  Poor  Law  relief,  and 
who  from  age,  ill-health,  accident,  or  infirmity  are  unable 
to  maintain  themselves  by  their  own  exertions,  are  eligible 
for  the  appointment,  those  persons  who  have  become 
leduced  by  misfortune  from  better  circumstances  being 
entitled  to  a  preference. 

Application    for    the  appointment  must  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Trustees  or  their  Clerk  at  ,  four- 

teen days  at  least  previously  to  the  Election.  Every 
applicant  must  state  his  or  her  name,  address,  age,  and 
occupation,  and  must  be  preparsd  with  sufficient  testi- 
monials and  other  evidence  of  his  or  her  qualification  for 
the  appointment. 

Signed 

Clerk  to  the  Trustees. 


SCHEDULE    OF    PROPERTY. 


Description. 


Almshouses  in  Usk 
Land  in  Llangoven     . . 

Land  in  Llangeview  . . 

One-third  of  the  Income  of 
the  Charity  of  Hannah 
Barnard  Davies,  appro 
priated  by  a  Scheme  made 
by  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court,  and 
dated  the  2nd  March,  1891. 


Extent  or 
Amount. 


A.     B.   F. 

23"i'l3 
4    0    0 


Tenant  or  Persons 

in  whose 

Kame  invested. 


In  hand  . . 
Mrs.  Powell. 

(Yearly  Ten.) 
Oliver  Jenkins 

(Yearly  Ten.) 


Grogs 
Yearly 
Income. 


£    8.  d. 

17    0    0 

10   0    0 

38  10  0 
or  there- 
abouts 


Sealed  by  Order  of  the  Board  this  25th  day  of  March,  1891. 

G.    H.   GAUNTLET. 
L.8.  Authorised  under  50  &  51  Yictl  c.  49,  tec.  3. 


UtVU. 


IN    THE    HIGH    COURT    OF    JUSTICE. 
(CiiAN'cKuy  Division.) 

Mr.  Justice  Stirling  at  Chamb^m.     Mondat,  the  2ml 
day  of  March,  1891. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Estate  of  HANNAH  PARNARD 
DAVIES,  deceased,  between  Kllf^n  Witddingtoii, 
Widoii',  Plaintiff,  and  Her  Majesty's  Attorney- 
Qeneral,   Defendant. 

UPON  THE  APPLICATION  of  the  Defendant,  and 
upon  bearing  the  Solicitors  for  the  Applicant,  ami  upon 
reading  letters  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed  to 
the  estate  of  Hannah  Barnard  Davies  granted  to  Klleu 
Waddington,  the  order  dated  the  5th  December,  1HS7,  the 
residuary  account  Reg.  A.  D.  1884  fo.  1331,  with  receipt 
for  duty  dated  the  30th  July,  1888,  and  the  certiticate  of 
the  fund — 

AND  TDE  JUDGE  BEING  OF  OPINION  that 
the  Scheme  set  forth  in  the  First  Schedule  hereto  is  a 

E roper  Scheme  for  the  application  of  the  share  of  residue 
equeatbed  by  the  above-named  testatrix,  Hannah  Barnard 
Davies,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Usk,  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth,  or  in  aid  of  the  Schools  therein, 
DOTH  ORDER  that  the  said  Scheme  be  carried  into 
effect. 

And,  It  is  ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  the  taxing 
master  to  tax  as  between  Solicitor  and  Client  the  costs  of 
the  Defendant  of  incidental  to  and  cou8e(|uent  upon  this 
application. 

And,  It  is  ordered  that  the  funds  Id  Court  be  dealt  with 
as  directed  in  the  schedule  hereto. 

FIRST     SCHEDULE. 

Scheme   for   the  application   of   the  Residuary   Personal 

Estate  bequeathed  by  the  Will  dated  7th  April,  1873, 

of  Hannah  Barnard  Davies. 

1.  The  funds  in  Court  to  the  credit  of  this  action,"  The 

Charity   Fund   Account,"   or   so   much    thereof  as    may 

remain  after  payment  of  all  costs,  charges,  and  ezpenw* 

which  may   be  directed   to  be  paid  thereout,   bhali   be 
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transferred  under  the  authority  of  an  order  of  the  Court 
into  the  names  of  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable 
Funds  in  trust  for  the  Charity. 

2.  The  income  of  the  funds  transferred  to  the  Official 
Truste«s  for  the  purpose  of  the  Charity  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Official  Trustees  as  to  two  equal  third  parts  thereof 
to  the  Governors  for  the  time  being  of  the  Usk  Grammar 
School  Foundation  or  the  Treasurer  or  other  proper  Officer 
named  for  the  purpose  by  them,  and  as  to  the  remaining 
one  equal  third  part  thereof  to  the  Trustees  for  the  time 
being  of  the  Charity  called  or  known  as  "  The  Usk  Alms- 
houses "  (the  donor  of  which  is  unknown),  in  Usk  afore- 
said, or  the  Treasurer  or  other  proper  OiBcer  named  for 
the  purpose  by  them,  and  shall  be  applied  by  the  govern- 
ing body  for  the  time  being  of  the  aforesaid  foundation 
and  by  the  said  Trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  Usk 
Almshouses  for  the  purpose  of  this  Scheme.  Any  unap- 
plied surplus  shall  be  accumulated  by  the  investment 
thereof  in  the  purchase  of  Government  stock  in  the  names 
of  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  and  all  such 
investments  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the  fund 
applicable  for  the  purposes  of  the  Charity. 

Application    op    Income. 

3.  All  the  proper  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  and 
incidental  to  the  administration  and  management  of  this 
Charity  shall  be  first  defrayed  by  the  said  Governing  Body 
and  the  Trustees  of  the  Usk  Almshouses  out  of  the  income 
thereof.  Subject  to  the  payments  aforesaid,  all  the  yearly 
income  of  the  Charity  shall  be  applied  by  the  Governing 
Body  and  Trustees  aforesaid  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
objects  hereinafter  prescribed  (that  is  to  say) 

4.  The  Governing  Body  shall  apply  one  equal  third  part 
of  the  net  yearly  income  of  the  Charity  for  or  towards  the 
support  of  any  Schools  or  School  for  the  education  of 
children  of  the  labouring  and  industrial  population  of  the 
parish  of  Usk  aforesaid,  including  the  hamlet  of  Gwehelog 
within  such  parish,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Endowed  Schools  Act,  1860,  for  securing  the  admission  of 
children  of  all  religious  denominations  to  the  benefit  of 
such  Schools. 

The  Governing  Body  shall  apply  one  other  equal  third 
part  of  the  yearly  income  of  this  Charity  for  the  educa- 
tional purposes  of  the  Scheme  for  the  administration  of 


ZZXIX. 

the  Usk  Branch  of  Roper  Edwanla'  Charily,  approved  hj 
Her  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  27lh  Nuvonibcr,  1H78. 
The  Trusteca  for  the  time  bein^  of  tlie  L'.sk  AliniihouHca 
shall  apply  the  reniaininR  ono  etiiial  thinl  part  of  the  nt-t 
year[y  income  of  this  Charity  for  tht*  purpoHcn  of  tlio 
Scheme  for  the  administration  of  "  The  Vak  AUuHhonscH  " 
Charity,  prepared  by  the  Charity  Commisaionera  for 
Eugland  and  Wales. 

5.  The  Governing  Body  and  Trustees  aforesaid  iihall 
cause  this  Scheme  to  be  printed,  and  a  copy  given  to  cTcry 
Goreruor  and  Trustee  upon  his  appoiutnicut,  and  copieii 
may  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  rate  to  all  persons  applying  for 
the  same. 

6.  A  copy  of  this  Scheme  shall  be  kept  with  the  books 
of  account  and  other  documents  belonging  to  the  Charity, 
and  every  parishioner  and  other  person  interested  in  tho 
Charity  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  copies  of  the  Scheme  or 
any  part  thereof,  upon  making  application  for  that  pur|)oao 
to  the  Governing  Hody,  or  their  Clerk,  at  such  reosooable 
times  and  subject  to  such  reasonable  conditions  as  may  be 
fixed  and  prescribed  by  them. 

7.  The  Scheme  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  day  on 
which  it  is  approved  and  established  by  an  order  of  the 
Court  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  funds  applicable  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Charity  to  the  Official  Trusteea  of 
Charitable  Fuuds. 
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Particulars  of  Payments,  Transfers, 
or  other  operations  ordered. 

SELL  sufficient  Consols  to  raise  with 
any   Interest   Costs   to  be    taxed 
under  this  Ordar. 

Out  of  Proceeds  and  Interest : 

PAY  Costs. 
TRANSFER  Residue  of  New  Consols 

ill. 

USK  ALMSHOUSE  SCIIEMi:. 

Poll  for  Fonr  Rcprescntiitivo  Trustfcs. 

Uaj  20th  1891. 

1.  Watkins,  T.  Solicitor.     2.  Parkor,  J,,  Gentleman. 

3.  Carbonell,  Elcauor.     4,  Watkins,  M.  J.,  Solicitor. 

5.  Jennings,  F.,  Carrier.     C.  Edwards,  J.  J.,  Grocer. 

7.  Nicholas,  J.  0.,  Painter.     8.  T.  J.  Smith,  Draper. 

Those  persons  whose  names  have  an  •  attached 

did  not   vote. 

Figure  between  parenthesis  denotes  number  of  votes. 

Addis,   Henry  A,  solicitor's  clerk      ...  1 — 'J — 4 — 7 

Aish,  Frank,  publican  ...  ...  ...  • 

Baker,  Rev.  S.  C.  Vicar         l_o_3_4 

Bayton,  Elizabeth         ...  ...  ...  1 — 2 — I) — 1 

Blakemore,  James,  carpenter  ...         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Birrell,  J.,  Hendrew  farm        ...  ...  • 

Birt,  C.  labourer  5_C_7_8 

Boulton,  Donald,  surgeon        ...         ...  1 — 2 — li^-A 

Brown,  Edwin,  labourer  ...  ...  T) — G — 7—8 

Buckley,  John,  tailor  ...         ...         ...  • 

Bunning,  William,         from  homo      ...  * 

Burns,  Michael,  labourer         ...  ...  6 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Burton,  —  prison  warder        ...         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Caldwell,  James,  labourer         absent  • 

Carbonell,  Eleanor  (2) 1_2— 3— 4 

Carey,  Jane,  laundress...         ...         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Charles,  John,  tailor     ...         ...         ...  1 — 2 — 3^-4 

Charles,  William,  labourer      ...         ...  o — G — 7 — 8 

Clark,  J.  H.,  publisher 1—2—3—4 

Clift,  Geo.,  gardener     ...         ...         ...  3 

Colman,  R„  innkeeper...  ...  ...  * 

Coleman,  Patrick,  labourer      ...         ...  ^> — 1> — 7 — 8 

Conservative  Club        ...         ...         ...  • 

Coney,  John,  labourer  ...         ...         ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Constance,  Peter,  turner  ...         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Cording,  James,  labourer         ...         ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Cozens,  Thomas,  baker  ...         ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Cowles,  John,  New  Barn  farm  ...  • 

f  roft,  Eey.  Tbos,  Bomaa  Catholic  Prieit  4 


tin. 


Davies,  Harry,    painter  

Davies,  James,  painter 
Davies,  George,  woodcutter     ... 
Davies,  Martba         (absent  from  home) 
Davies,  Mary,  Castle  street     ... 
Davies,  Mary,  Church  street  ... 
Davies,  Mary  (Roy)  Jaundress 
Davies,  Sarah,   Porthycarne  street     ... 
Davies,  William,    cooper 
Davies,  William,  bailder,  Woodbine  ... 
Daw,  Denias,  Independent  minister  ... 
Day,  Thomas,  coal  merchant 
Dixon,  Edmund,  butcher 

Doubleday,  C  N,  fishmonger 

Douglas,  Alexander,  prison  clerk 
Dunbar,  police  constable 
Dnnn,  Jane  Nichols,  the  Willows 
Dunning,  Henry,  photographer 
Edwards,  M,  postmistress 
Edwards,  Elizabeth,    draper  ... 
Edwards  John  James,  grocer... 
Edwards,  Martin,  solicitor,    from  home 
Edmunds,  George,  butcher,  fi-om  home 
Ethridge,  William  disallowed 

Evans,    George,   haycutter     

Evans,  Hannah,  Twyn 

Evans,  Richard,  haulier 

Eleming,  Caroline,  Castle  square,  unwell 

Elynn,  Hannah,  Maryport  street 

Ericker,  Jonathan,  nurseryman 

Euller,  Alfi*ed,  chairmaker      

Gas  Company 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  publican       

Gould,  John,  Pontsampit 

Green,  Mrs.,  charwoman  

Greening,  D.,  prison  warder 

Griffin,  H.  C,  Bridge  street 

Griffin,  Amelia,  Tanyard  

Griffiths,  Alfred,  labourer        

Griffiths,  James,  haulier  

(Griffiths,  William,  ostlor        «tt        mi 


1—2- 
1—2- 

5— G- 
* 

5—6- 
5-6- 

1—2- 

5—6- 
1—2- 

5—6- 
5—6- 
5—6- 

* 

1-2- 
* 

1—2- 

1—2- 

5—6- 
5—6- 

* 
* 

« 

5—6- 
5—6- 

« 

1—2- 

6—6- 
o 

5-6- 
6—6- 
* 

1—2- 
1—2- 
1—2- 
6-6- 


-3—4 
-3—4 

-7—8 

-7—8 
-7—8 

-3—4 

-7—8 
-3—4 
-7—8 
-7—8 
-7—8 

-3—4 

-3—4 

-3—4 
-7—8 
-7—8 


■7-i 


-3-4 

-7—8 

-7—8 
-7—8 

-3—7 
-3—4 
-3—4 
-7—8 


Griffitlis,  Jolin,  laliourcr  5—0—7—8 

Groves,  Martlin,  Mnryport  streot        ...  • 

Gunter,  Philip,  st'xtnn 1 — 2— .^ — I 

Gustard,  H.  S.,  solicitor  (5) 1  — "J— 3 — 1 

Great  Western  Railway  • 

Hales,  —  baker 5—0 — 7 — 8 

Haprgett.  John,  butcher  ...  ...  1 — 2 — 5 — 8 

Harley,  Jane,  charwoman         ...  ...  3 

Harris,  F.  G.,  land  a^'ent         1_2— ;{— ^ 

Hawkins,  Evan,  labonrer         ...  ...  5 — G — 7—8 

Hennessey,  John,  saddler         ...  ...  • 

Herbert,  Richard,  p;rocer  ...  ...  1 — '2 — 3 — -4 

Herbert,  Mrs.,  Twyn 5_G— 7— 8 

Highway  Board  ...  ...  ...  * 

Hiley.  S.  A.,  Porthycarue  street  (2)  ...  5—6—7—8 

Hobbs,  William,  grocer  2_3_5_8 

Hobbs,  A.,  fjrocer  ...         ...         ...  * 

Hopkins,  Elizabeth,  sempstress  ...  T) — 0 — 7 — 8 

Hullett,  Mary,  Wack  barn        1— 2— 3— i 

Humphreys,  H.,  gentleman      ...  ...  1 — 2 — « — 4 

Hutchings,  David,  painter       ...  ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

James,  Isaac,  labonrer  ...  ...  ...  5 — C — 7 — 8 

Jenkins  Oliver,  assistant  overseer  (3)  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Jennings,  Frank,  railway  carrier         ...  i — 0 — 7 — 8 

Jennings,  William,  prison  waider       ...  .'> — G — 7 — 8 

Jerronis,  William,  relieving  ofTicer     ...  1  — '- — 4 — 7 

Johnson,  Frank,  Baptist  minister       ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Jones,  Alexander,  carpenter     ...  ...  • 

Jones,  Bessie,  dressmaker        ...  ...  * 

Jones,  Emma,  Old  Market  street        ...  >> — G — 7 — 8 

Jones,  Edward,  grocer...  ...  ...  • 

Jones,  James,  cabinet  maker  ...         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Jones,  James,  mason    ...         ...  ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Jones,  John,  Black  barn  ...  ...  * 

Jones,  John,  Vine  tree...  ...  ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Jones,  Fred,  spirit  stores  ...  ...  * 

Jones,  Eliza,  Tanyard  ...  ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Jones,  Philip,  labourer...  ...  ...  * 

Jones,  Richard,  smith 2— .3 — 5— G 

Jones,  William,  labourer  ...  ...  5 — G — 7—8 

Jones,  William,  mason 5 — G — 7 — 8 


• 


Jones,  WllHata,  groom...        »>,  ...  S— 5 — 6—7 

Jones,  William,  shoemaker      ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Keats,  Deborah,  Castle  street ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Keefe, — Black  barn   ...  ...  ...  * 

Kelly,  H.,  Sergt.-instructor     ..  ...  * 

Knight,  James,  turner  ...  ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Knight,  Thomas,  turner,  Pontsampit...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lamotte,  L.,  gentleman  (2)     ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Lake,  James,  hoopshaver        absent  ...  * 

Lanraan,  John   ...         ...  ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lawrence,  Emmeline,  Ty  Brith  ...  * 

Lewis,  Ann,  milkwomau  ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Lewis,  Alfred,  chemist...         ...  ...  * 

Lewis,  George,  prison  warder...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lewis,  Hester,  by  Town  Hall...  ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Lewis,  Henry,  timber  merchant  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lewis,  John,  innkeeper  ...  ...  1 — 5 

Lewis,  John,  carpenter...  ...  ...  6 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lewis,  Mary,  Old  Market  street  ...  * 

Lewis,  William,  labourer         ...  ...  * 

Lodge,  Eliza      ...         ...         ...  ...  * 

London  and  Provincial  Bank  ...  ...  * 

Lucas,  Arthur,  clerk    ...         ...  ...  * 

Lucas,  Catherine  ...         ...  ...  • 

Lucas,  Leslie,  plasterer  ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Lucas,  Richard,  plasterer        ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lusty,  George,  ex-policeman  ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Lyne,  Charles,  fishery  ...  ...  ...  * 

Madley,  Jesse,  bandmaster      ...  ...  * 

Mason,  Mrs.,  Maryport  street ...  ...  * 

Mayberry,  William,  innkeeper  ...  * 

Macarthy,  Daniel,  labourer      ...  ...  * 

Macarthy,  Honora         ...  ...  ...     1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

McDonnell,  Colonel  (3)  1—2—3—4 

Mead,  William,  carpenter        ...  ...     * 

Meredith,  John,  stationmaster  ...     * 

Merrett,  Florence,  organist      ...  ...      1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Messer,  Ann,  Vine  Cottage     ...  ...      1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Midway,  —  Walcheren  ...  ...     5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Miller,  C.  L.,  tailor       ...  ...  ...     * 

Miller,  Alice,  Old  Vicarage     1—2—5—7 


Mitchell,  Ann,  cliarwoman      

Morgan,  Alfred,  works  at  Woodbiuo  ... 

Morgan,  Ann,  Church  street    ... 

Morgan,  Edward,  haulier 

Morgdu,  Elizabeth,  Mary  port  street    ... 

Morgan,  Henry,  Old  ^Marki't  street     ... 

Morgan,  —  insurance  agent    ... 

Morgan,  Harriet,  Twyn 

Morgan,  ^lary  Ann,  innkeeper 

Morgan,  Mary,  Old  ^Market  street 

Morgan,  Mary,  sempstress 

Morgan  Piiilip,  bailiff  ... 

Morgan,  Reuben,  shoe  shop 

Morgan,  Sarah,  milliner 

Morgan,  Thomas,  innkeeper    ... 

Morgan,  Richard,  Church  street 

Morgan,  Richard,  shoemaker  ... 

Morgan,  William,  Twyn,  labourer 

Morgan,  William,  shoemaker  ... 

Morley,  John,  clerk 

Morris,  Rev.  H. 

Mortimer,  Charles,  prison  warder 

Mortimer,  C.  A.,  clerk  ... 

Mostyn,  C,  solicitor 

Mullet,  John,  gardener 

Mundy,  George,  coal  merchant  (3) 

Murray,  Dennis,  labourer 

Murray,  Margaret,  Church  street 

Newton,  —  Baron  street 

Nicholl,  William,  carter 

Nicholls,  E.  A.,  shoe  shop 

Nicholas,  J.  O.,  painter 

Nicholas,  Jame.'J,  carpenter 

Nixon,  J.  R.,  schoolmaster 

Paine,  James,  shoemaker 

Pardee,  James,  labourer 

Parker,  Mis.  Adolphus,  from  homo 

Parker,  James,  gentleman 

Parker,  J.,  labourer 

Parry,  Edwin,  railway  clerk    ... 

Parsons,  Maiy,  needlewoman  ... 


5-6-7-8 
1— 'J— :i— 4 
l-'_>-;j-4 

r.-c— 7— 8 
1— li— :{-'t 

# 

i— C— 7— 8 

• 

1_2_3— 4 

5_G_7— 8 

• 

5— G— 7— 8 

1—2—3—4 

• 

0— G— 7— 8 
5—6—7—8 
5— G— 7— 8 
1_2— 3— 4 
1—2-7—8 
1—2—3-4 
1—2—3—4 
5_G_7— 8 
1_2_3— I 

5— G— 7— 8 

• 

3_5_6— 8 
5—6—7—8 
5— G— 7— 8 

5_G— 7— 8 

• 

5_G_7— 8 

5—6-7—8 

• 

1—2—3—4 
5—6—7 — 8 

5—6—7—8 

• 


Paske,  Caroline    ill .•  * 

Perkins,  William,  labourer      ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Pewtner,  Heniy,  plasterer       ...  ...  *■* 

Phillips,  Rachel,  Biidge  street  ...  1—2—3—4 

Phillips,  Ann,  Lower  mill         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — & 

Pitt,  John,  butcher       ...          ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Pitt,  Ann,  innkeeper    ...          ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Police  Station «* 

Powell,  William           bedridden  ...  * 

Preece,  Thomas,  labourer         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Preece,  Robert,  Old  Market  street  ...  3 — 4—6—8 

Priestley,  J.  H.,  Grammar  School  ...  1 — 2 — 8 — 4 

Price,  George,  steam  thrasher...  ,..  1 — 2 — 5 

Price,  James,  labourer  ...         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Price,  Jane,  Baron  street          ...  ...  * 

Price,  Tom,  labourer    ...          ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Price,  Thomas,  carpenter         ...  ...  3 — 5 — 6 — 8 

Prichard,  Hannah,  Three  Salmon's  (3)  1—2—3—4 

Probert  Richard,  blacksmith  ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Prothero,  David,  prison  warder  ...  ** 

Rapson,  Fred,  sweep    ...         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Radford,  Amy,  innkeeper         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Raymond,  Harriet,  charwoman  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Rees,  Thomas,  senr.,  solicitor's  clerk...  4 — 5 — 7 — 8 

Rees,  Thomas,  junr.,  clerk       ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Rees,  David,  railway  porter     ...  ...  * 

Rickards,  Robert,  Priory  (4) 1—2—3—4 

Rivers,  Arthur,  wine  &  spirit  merchant  1 — 2 — 4 — 5 

Roberts,  Susan,  grocer             ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3; — 4 

Roberts,  Rachel,  Maryport  street  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Roberts,  David,  labourer          ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Roberts,  John,  gentleman         ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Robertson,  Thomas,  innkeeper  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Rogers,  R.  A.,  plasterer           ...  ...  3 — 4 — 5 — 6 

Rosser,  John,  labourer...          ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Salton,  W.,  watchmaker           ...  ...  * 

Sales,  Mary  Ann,  charwoman...  ...  ^ — 6 — 7 — 8 

Sansom,  William,  coachman    ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Savory,  Thomas,  turner            ...  ...  5 — (> — 7 — 8 

Shepard,  A.  J.,  surgeon"           ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 8 

Shepardson,  Stephen,  roadman  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 


xhli. 

Smith,  Gcorpe,  postnifin  ...         ...     ] o 5 6 

Smith,  Sidney,  vcteriiiaiy  Bui'uM  on      ...      1  —  2 'A G 

Smitli,  James,  carpenter  ...  ...      1  _i> 3 ,4 

Smith,  Thomas  .).,  lirapor         ...  ...      T) 6-— 7 8 

Smith,  Daviil,  labourer  ...  ...     5 C, 7—8 

Smith,  Fanny,  Lower  mill        ...          ...  • 

Smith,  Charles,  Mill  street,  labourer...     o — 6 — 7 8 

Smyth,  Colonel.  Castle  Valo    ...  ...      1 — 'J 3 4 

Spear,  —  works  at  Woodbine  ..          ...  • 

Spencer,  E.  J.  it  W.,  Craijjolway        ...      1 — 2—3 -4 

Stephens,  Eliza,  Brook  Cottage  ...     1 — 2 ',i 4 

Stibbs,  William,  baker...  ...  ...     .'j — G  —  7 8 

Stockham,  Beeston,  Almshouses         ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Stockham,  B.,  F.,  carpenter    ...          ...  T)— G — 7 — 8 

Stockham,  Fred,  painter           ...          ...  • 

Stockham,  Henry,  shoemaker...          ...  • 

Stone,  Enoch,  Mortimer           ...          ...  • 

Sullivan,  Michael,  railway  labourer   ...  .'> — 6 — 7 — 8 

Symonds,  James,  gardener       ...          ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Ta,ylor,  Jane,  Monmouthshire  House  ...  1 — 2 — ',1 — 4 

Taylor,  Ben.son,  innkeeper       ...          ...  • 

Thomas,  Cecilia,  general  dealer          ...  * 

Thomas,  Edgar,  butcher           ...          ...  3 — 4 — 5 — C 

Thomas,  George,  Independent  minister  5 — 6 — 7 — S 

Thomas,  George,  prison  warder          ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Thomas,  Rees,  gentleman,  Victoria  Villa  1 — 2 — 3 — 7 

Thomas,  Samuel,  coachman     ...         ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Thomas,  William,  tailor,  Bridge  street  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Thomas,  William,  junr.,  plasterer       ...  5 — G — 7 — 8 

Thomas,  William,  junr.,  quartermaster  • 

Thomas,  William,  seur.,  plasterer      ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Tyrrell,  Thomas,  greengrocer...         ...  0 — G — 7 — 8 

Town  Hall         • 

Turlon,  Samuel,  hoopshavcr !} — G — 7 — 8 

Trahearne  James,  general  dealer        ...  '> — G — 7 — 8 

Voyce,  Charles,  gentleman      1 — 2 — 3 — i 

Wall,  Frederick,  by  Town  Hall          ...  5— G — 7—8 

WalHs,  Lizzie,  Worcester  Cottage      ...  1—2—3—4 

Waters,  Edward  Walter,  innkeeper  (3)  1 — 2 — 3—4 

Waters,  John,  horsebreaker    1 — 2'-'§-^ 

WftterSi  Jamev  ...        •••        i>i        •••  * 


XlVlll. 


* 


Walters,  Thomas,  barber 

Walters,  Zachariab,  mason      ...         ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Watkins,  Eleanor,  High  School  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Watkins,  Isabel,  High  School 1_2— 3— 4 

Watkius,  James,  gardener       ...         ...  l — 2 — 3 — 4 

Watkins,  J,  Maitland,  solicitor  ...  1—2—3 — 4 

Watkins,  Thomas,  solicitor      ...  ...  I — 2 — 3 — 4 

Watkins,  William,  postman    ...  ...  * 

Weare,  William,  saddler  ...  ...  * 

Webb,  —  Walcheren -  * 

Webb,  —  Black  Barn * 

Webber,  Ellen,  Walcheren       1—2—3—4 

West,  Albert,  gardener  ...  ...  * 

Wheeler,  James,  chairmaker  ...         ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Wheeler,  Ephraim,  chairmaker  ...  1 — 5 — 6 — 8 

Wheeler,  Amos...         ...         ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

White,  W.  R.,  printer * 

Whitehead,  Sergt. -major  ...  ...  * 

Whitton,  Arthur,  clerk  1—2-3—4 

Whitton,  Joseph,  painter         ...  ...  2 — 6 — 6 — 7 

Willets,  Llewellyn,  labourer    ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Williams,  Ann,  washerwoman  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Williams,  Abraham       ...  ...  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Williams,  Abraham,  junr.,       ...         ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Williams,  Albert,  carpenter         ill     ...  * 

Williams,  Fanny  Elizabeth,  innkeeper  * 

Williams,  George,  barber        ...         ...  5 — 6—7 — 8 

Williams,  Howard,  carpenter  ...  ...  6 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Williams,  Margaret,  dressmaker         ...  6 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Williams,  Eliza,  dressmaker    ...  ...  * 

Williams,  Thomas,  river  keeper  ...  1 — 2 — 3—4 

Williams,  Thomas,  labourer     ...  ...  3 

Williams,  William,  blacksmith  ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Willson,  George,  prison  warder  ...  2 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Winter,  John,  hurdle  maker    ...  ...  1 — 2 — 3 — 4 

Winter,  J.  Vincent,  helvemaker         ...  I — 2 — 3 — 4 

Wise,  William,  carter  ...         ...         ...  * 

Workman,  W.,  coal  merchant  (2)       ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Worth,  Abel,  prison  warder    ...         ...  5 — 6 — 7 — 8 

Wysome,  John,  innkeeper       2 — 5 
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MONMOUTH. 


LORD  JTELSON'S  'Visit. 

fT  has  been  my  happiness  to  share  in  THREE 
days  of  PUBLIC  TRIUMPH  at  Mon- 
mouth ;  but,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  many 
years  will  pass  away,  before  I  shall  again  witne.sH 
such  scenes  of  general  joy.  The  kikst  was  on 
Monday,    the    19th    of  August,    1799,  on   the 

II 
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Presentation  of  Colours  to  the  new-raised  corps 
of  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  that  town,  by  her  Grace 
the  Duchess  of  Beaufort. 

The  SECOND  was  on  Thursday,  the  24th  of 
June,  1801,  on  the  opening  of  the  Kymin  Naval 
Temple. 

And  the  third,  on  Thursday,  August 
19,  1802,  when  a  Public  Breakfast  at  the  Kymin, 
and  a  Public  Dinner  at  the  Beaufort  Arms,  were 
given  by  the  Corporation,  to 

THE    HERO  OF    THE    NILE, 

And  his  friends,  on  their  making  a  visit  to 
Monmonth. 

What  indeed,  could  be  more  honourable  to 
our  national  feelings,  or  more  strongly  evince 
our  love  for  the  c'lorious  laud  we  live  in,  than  to 
witness,  on  the  threat  of  invasion  by  a  foreign 
foe,  all  classes,  (even  the  highest),  forgetting  the 
distinctions  of  society,  anil  joining  the  hostile 
ranks,  to  repel  the  vauntiuLT  boast  of  the  enemy  ; 
cloathing,  as  well  as  accoutring,  themselves,  at 
their  own  expeuce,  and  learning  the  use  of  arms, 
with  a  zeal  and  promptitude  that  spoke  their 
sincerity  in  the  cause  they  had  undertaken  to 
defend. 

"  Britain,"  said  Lord  Melville,  "to  be  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  should  be  a  warlike  nation  ;"and 
we  may  venture  to  predict,  from  the  zeal  which 
has  been  shewn  by  her  brave  Volunteers,  that 
the  issue  of  the  contest  would  only  serve  to 
expose  the  folly  of  the  attempt  of  an  hoard  of 
slaves,  however  numerous,  at  reducing  to 
obedience  the  inhabitants  of  a  country,  who  had 
sworn,  on  its  altars,  to  live  free  or  die. 

Not  less  interesting  was  the  meeting  at  the 
opening  of  the  Naval  Temple,  which  might  be 
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deemed  a  tribute  of  pratitudo  for  the  exortioiiN 
of  the  P.ritish  Navy,  wlio«a  daring  chiefH  lind  ho 
fully  sht'wii,  by  llicir  actions,  thai  all  t-ndcnvouni 
lo  dispute  with  them  the  Kmpiri'  of  the  Sfn*, 
only  exposi'd  their  enemies  to  the  contempt  of 
the  world,  and  eventually  drnwed  down  the 
vengeance  of  an  in^ulteil  and  free-born  jM-ople  on 
their  devoted  heads.  I  iiatk  tiik  Kkkvcu  !  (was 
the  expression  of  ihe  Hero  of  the  Nile,  when  at 
Moumoutli,  to  Mr.  Hardwick),  and  the  account, 
which  I  am  now  goinjj  to  <letail,  will  tterve  to 
confirm,  if  it  were  wanting',  his  anient  love  for 
that  coui\try,  in  whose  tlefence  he  ao  greatly 
acted,  and  so  gloriously  closed  his  life. 

Monmouth  was  not  wholly  unknown  to  Lord 
Nelson  previous  to  this  visit,  neither  had  its 
iuhabiUmts  been  unmindful  of  his  meritorioux 
public  services  ;  for,  followini;  the  example  of 
other  j.ilaces,  the  Corporation  had  presented  his 
Lordship  with  the  i'reetiom  of  their  ancient 
Borough,*  which  was  delivered  by  the  Recorder, 
the  Eir;ht  Hon.  Charles  Brapi;e  liathurst,  of 
Liduey  Park,  and  M.P.  for  Bristol  ;  nor  did  the 
Hero  think  slifjhtly  of  the  respect  shewn  to  him, 
as  the  followinc^  Letter,  aiidressed  to  Thomas 
Hollings,  esq.  then  Mayor,  will  best  express  : 

Morten,  July  9th,  1801. 
SIR, 

"WTion  Mr.  Bragge  presented  mc  with  the 
Freedom  of  your  ancient  and  respectable  Borough^ 


♦  The  Freedom  was  printed  by  me,  on  Whit* 
Satin  in  allusion  to  the  Flap:  under  which  hia 
Lordship  then  ranked,  wliich  was  afterwards 
tastefully  embroidered,  with  oak  and  laurel  leavcsi. 
The  same  mark  of  respect  was  aluo  shewn  to  Earl 
St.  Vincent,  accompanied  witli  this  Account  of  the 
Kmin  Pavilion  and  Naval  Temple. 
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I  expressed  myself  to  him  in  the  manner  I  was 
be&t  able,  to  mark  my  gratitude  for  the  great 
honour  you  had  conferred  upon  me,  which  I  trust 
Mr.  Bragge  communicated  to  you,  but  I  think  I 
ought  to  thank  you  myself  for  your  kindness 
towards  me. 

I  must  therefore  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
express  to  the  Corporation  the  sense  I  entertain  of 
their  kindness,  and  that  it  will  never  be  forgotten, 
by  SIR, 

Your  and  their  most  obliged  Servant, 

NELSON  &  BRONTE. 
T.  HoUings,  esq. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1802,  his 
Lordship,  accompanied  by  his  brother  and  sister, 
the  present  Earl  aod  Countess  Merton  ;  their 
son,  the  late  Viscount  Trafalgar  [then  a  fiue  boy, 
about  14  years  of  age]  with  Sir  William  and 
Lady  Hamilton,  set  out  from  London,  on  a 
party  of  pleasure,  to  South  Wales,  to  visit  (us  it 
was  mentioned),  some  estates  in  Pembrokeshire, 
belonging  to  Sir  William,  which  he  had  not  seen 
for  many  years. 

At  Oxford,  the  party  were  received  by  the 
Senate  of  the  University,  who  were  pleased  to 
confer  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity,  on  hia 
Lordship's  brother,  and  afterwards  to  accompany 
the  visitors  to  every  place  of  public  resort  in 
that  venerable  seat  of  Literature.  From  Oxford 
they  proceeded  to  Glocester,  and  from  thence  to 
Ross,  where  they  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  and  were  shewn  the  monument  of  the 
Man  of  Ross  in  that  church,  as  also  the 
beautiful  walks  and  pleasure  grounds,  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  William  Hooper,  of  that  town. 
On  Sunday  the  party  proceeded  down  the  Wye 
from  thence  to  Monmouth,  which  was  the  origin 
of  the  interesting  public  day  intended  to  be  here 
noticed. 
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Soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  viaitora  wer* 
descending  tlie  river  to  this  town,  n  nieetintj  of 
the  Corporation  was  convened,  f(»r  the  pnrjMmo 
of  receivinrr  his  Lord-hip  and  friends  with  that 
respect  (hie  to  their  rank  in  life.  ITie  bund  of 
the  county  militia  heintj  then  stationed  hen?, 
they  preceded  the  Corjmration,  who  went  in 
procession,  dressed  in  their  formalities,  attended 
by  their  ofiicers,  to  Wye  brid^'e  to  receive  them  ; 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternnon,  the  tirinjj 
of  the  cannons  at  the  Kyniin  announced  tho 
approach  of  the  party,  and  when  the  pleasure- 
boat  came  in  sight  of  the  town  at  Ifadnoclc 
reach,  the  band  struck  up  See  tiik  Conqckuino 
Hf:Ro  COMES, — whose  sounda  were  rapturously 
joined  in  by  the  loud  and  heart-cheering  huz7aa 
of  the  people,  who  had  lined  the  banks  of  tho 
river  for  near  two  miles,  to  behold  this  great  and 
darling  Sou  of  the  Ocean. 

Lord  Nelson,  on  this  salute,  immediately  left 
his  seat  in  the  boat,  advanced  to  the  bow  ;  and, 
taking  off  his  hat,  there  stood,  and  remained 
uncovered,  till  he  reached  the  town.  On  his 
Lordship  and  the  party's  landing,  the  Corporation 
welcomed  them  to  the  birth-place  of  King  Henry 
the  Fifth,  when  the  baud  struck  up  the  martial 
air  of  Rule  I'ritannia  ;  and  after  the  exchange 
of  civilities,  they  walked,  prccetled  by  the  music, 
to  the  Beaufort  Arms  Inn.  Lord  Nelson  waa 
very  sensibly  affected  with  this  unlocked  for 
tribute  of  respecf,  and  observed  to  the  raagistrary, 
how  much  he  felt  indebted  to  them  for  this 
mark  of  attention.  Had  1,  says  his  Lordship, 
arrived  at  any  of  the  great  seaport  towns  in  the 
kingdom,  I  should  not  have  been  much  surprised 
at  this  token  of  attachment  from  ray  J<dly  Jack 
Tars,  but  to  be  known  at  sucn  a  little  otrr 

OF     A     RIVER     AS     THE     WtE,     FILLS     ME    WITH 

ASTONISHUENT.      In   reply  to  which,  it  may  bo 
said  with  truth,  his  glorious  deeds  Lad  made  his 
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name  both  known  and  respected,  in  every  part 
of  the  civilized  world. 

After  dinner,  his  Lordship  paid  a  visit  to  Mr. 
Hollicgs,  the  Mayor,  and  Mr.  Hardwick  ;  with 
each  of  whom  he  drank  a  few  glasses  of  wine, 
and  expressed  his  acknowledgments  to  those 
gentlemen,  for  the  marked  attentions  shewn  to 
himself  and  friends  by  the  Magistracy  of  the 
borough.  His  Lordship  was  invited  to  remain 
in  town  the  next  day,  to  visit  the  Ktmin,  and  to 
honour  the  Corporation  with  his  company  at 
dinner,  at  their  expence,  at  the  Beaufort  Arms 
Inn.  To  this  request  he  politely  observed,  that 
his  party  could  not  conveniently  then  accept  of 
their  kind  solici'ation  ;  but  if,  on  their  return, 
time  would  permit,  they  would  very  cheerfully 
avail  themselves  of  the  promised  pleasure,  so 
disinterestedly  held  forth  to  them  at  Monmouth, 
and  of  which  they  would,  by  letter,  give  Mr. 
Hollings  three  days  notice  previous  to  their 
arrival. 

It  is  not  the  writer's  intention  to  follow  his 
Lordship  further  on  his  tour  towards  South 
Wales, — where  all  classes  of  people  must  have 
felt  an  equal  portion  of  joy  at  his  presence 
among  them,  as  was  expressed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town, — but  to  confine  himself  to  the 
RETURN  of  the  party  to  Monmouth,  and  the 
public  festivity  which  took  place,  in  honour  of 
that  day. 

LOED  NELSON'S  SECOND  VISIT. 

(^LGREEABLE  to  the  promise  made  by  Lord 
2^  Nelson  to  tlie  Corporation,  his  Lordship 
addressed  the  following  Letter  to  the  Mayor, 
announcing  the  intention  of  himself  and  friends 
to  accept  the  honour  of  their  former  invitation, 
to  a  public  dinner,  at  Monmouth  : 
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St.  Clairs,  Augu»t  14,  1801. 
SIR, 

You  and  several  Gentlemen  of  the  I'orporation 
wishing  to  know  a  few  days  |ireviou«  to  njy  return 
through  Monmouth,  1  now  beg  Kuvo  to  lull  you, 
that  1  shall  be  at  Monmouth  with  our  piirty  on 
Wednesday  next  the  18th.  in  the  cTening,  and 
remain  at  Jlonmnuth  on  Thursday,  to  accept  the 
honour  of  the  polite  invitation  we  have  receired. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obliged  friead, 

NELSON  &  BRONTE. 
T.  HoUings,  esq. 

They  arrived  again,  at  the  Beaufort  Anna 
Inn,  5louiiiouth,  on  Wednesday,  the  18tL  of 
August  ;  and,  at  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday 
moruingr,  his  Lordship  and  friends  set  out,  in 
two  ciaches,  to  visit  the  New  Naval  Temple,  and 
partake  of  a  public  breakfast  at  tlie  Kymin 
Pavilion,  prefjared  on  the  occasion.  The  |»ariy 
•were  received  by  the  Corporation  ;  and  after 
the  repast  was  concluded,  they  proceeded  to  view 
the  beauties  of  this  euch.tnting  8[>ot.  Uia 
Lordship,  in  walking  round  the  temple,  paid 
particular  attention  to  every  part  of  it. — He 
surveyed  the  painting  of  his  great  exploit,  the 
Battle  of  the  Nile,  for  some  time,  an  well  aa 
the  name  of  the  different  Commanders,  many  of 
whom  had  been  companions  in  his  splendid 
achievements.  He  made  the  highest  complimenta 
to  Mr.  Hardwick,— observing,  "  It  was  not  only 
"one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  he  h.vl  ever 
"seen,  but,  to  the  boast  of  Monmouth,  the 
"Temple  was  the  only  Monument  of  the  kind 
"erected  to  the  English  N:ivy,  in  the  whole 
"range  of  the  kingdom."  fie  further  added, 
"  The  nation  has  been  engaged,  for  some  time, 
"  in  collecting  money,  in  order  to  erect,  by  public 
"subscriptions,  a  magnificent  structure  of  thia 
"kind,  without  accomplishing  its  purpose.— Thia 
"  at  the  Kymin  ia  enough  ;  and  for  which  the 
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"  Admirals,  whose  services  are  here  recorded,  are 

"^VEBT   MUCH    OBLIGED    TO    TOU." 

As  his  Lordship  proceeded  round  the  Temple, 
I  felt  a  desire  to  witness  the  manner  of  his 
viewing  the  painting  of  his  glorious  victory,  as 
well  as  the  sensations  it  might  create  in  his 
mind  :  for  which  purpose  I  took  my  station  near 
him. — On  his  Lordship's  arrival  at  this  part 
of  the  building,  he  surveyed,  with  an  opera  glass, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  this  representation 
of  his  fame  without  the  least  emotion,  as 
though  it  had  been  accomplished  by  another 
officer,  and  after  pausing  on  it  for  some  minutes, 
directed  his  attention  to  different  objects  around 
him. 

About  two  o'clock,  his  Lordship  and  friends 
left  the  Pavilion,  and  returned  into  town  on  foot, 
to  gratify  the  solicitude  of  the  numerous  specta- 
tors, assembled  to  pay  their  respects  to  such 
distinguished  visitors. 

THE  DINNEE 

AT    THE   BEAUFORT    ARMS    INN. 

A  sumptuous  entertainment  having  been 
provided  at  the  above  house,  for  which  a  fine 
buck  ('selected  with  great  care  from  the  park  at 
Badminton),  was  presented  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort, — at  four  o'clock  dinner  was 
announced  to  the  company.  Lord  Nelson  and 
his  friends  entered  the  room,  and  were  conducted 
to  their  seats  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
— the  Hon.  John  and  Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay 
(then  residing  in  Monmouth),  Sir  W.  Hamilton, 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Nelson,  being  seated  on  the 
right, — Lady  Hamilton  and  Lord  Nelson  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  Mayor,  who  presided  ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Phillips,  Town  Clerk,  conducting  the 
honours  of  the  lower  part  of  the  table.  His 
Lordship  was  dressed  in  a  blue  frock,  having 
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gold  epaulota, — decorated  with  the  Ordern  of  tlio 
Eath,*^  the  Crescent,  and  St.  Joachim,  black  hiIIc 
waistcoat,  breeches,  and  stocking's,— and  ap[K.'ar<'d 
ia  excellent  spirits  after  his  excuruion  to  tho 
Pavilion. 

After  the  cloth  had  been  removed,  and  tho 
health  of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  with  that  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  Koyal  Family,  were 
remembered  in  our  glasses,  Mr.  llolliugs  gave, 
as  a  toast  from  the  Chair, 

"THE  HEALTH  OF  LORD  NELSON, 

"  T7it/i  thanks  to  his  Lordship  for  his  most  important 
Public   Sen^ices." 

Soon  as  the  Toast  was  drank,  and  the  com- 
pany were  seated,  his  Lordship  rose  up,  and  in 
the  most  dignified  andelwpient  manner,  (worthy 
of  the  Hero  of  the  Nilk  and  Copknhaokn) 
commanding  at  once  the  profound  attention  and 
respect  of  all  present,  addressed  the  Meeting  in 
the  following  never  to  be  forgotten  words  : 

"Gentlemen, 
"  I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  most  respftctful 
"thanks,  for  the  honour  done  me  in  drinking  my 

*  During  the  heat  of  the  action  off  Cape 
Trafalgar,  when  the  men  began  to  drop  fast,  from 
the  system  of  sharp  shooting  from  tho  topa  of  the 
Bucentaur,  Admiral  Villeneuve'a  ship.  Lord  Neloon 
was  advised  not  to  appear  so  conspi'-uoiishj,  in  full 
uniform,  to  the  mark  of  the  top-men  of  the  enemy. 
His  answer  ought  to  be  recorded  in  the  heart  of 
every  Briton,  and  engraven  on  his  monument. 
"  No,  said  his  Lordship,  whatever  may  bo  the 
•'  consequence,  the  insignia  of  the  honors  I  now 
*'  wear,  I  gained  by  the  exertions  of  British  seamen, 
"under  my  command,  in  various  parta  of  the 
•'  world  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  danger  I  am  proud  to 
•'  shew  them  to  the  enemies  of  Old  England,  I  will 
««  never  part  from  them  ;  if  it  please  Ood  1  am  to 
"  fall,  I  will  expire  with  these  trophiea  eutwiuca 
•round  my  heart," 

III 
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"  health,  and  also  for  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
"  important  public  services,  you  are  pleased  to 
"  say,  I  have  rendered  my  country, 

"It  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  under  my 
"command  some  of  the  most  experienced  officers 
"  in  the  English  Navy,  whose  professional  skill 
"  was  seconded  by  the  undaunted  courage  of 
"  British  Sailors  ;  and  whatever  merit  might 
"  attcah  itself  to  me,  I  must  declare,  that  1  had 
"only  to  SHEW  them  the  enemt,  and  Victory 

"  CROWNED  THE  STANDARD  ! 

"  The  British  Navy  has  received  a  large  portion 
"of  public  applause;  but,  however  well  deserved, 
"  it  should  be  told,  that  the  same  valour,  and 
"  sense  of  duty,  would  have  marked  the  conduct 
"  of  the  British  Army,  had  it  been  placed  in 
*'  such  situations,  as  would  have  afforded  it  an 
"equal  opportunity  of  displaying  its  national 
"  courage  ;  but  it  has  unluckily  happened,  that 
"the  same  good  fortune,  in  this  instance,  did  not 
"occur,  or  we  should  have  had  equal  reason 

"  FOR  PRAISING  ITS  HEROISM  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

"  When  the  English  Army  was  sent  to 
"  EGYPT,  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  intelligent 
"  characters,  that  it  would  be  destroyed. 
"  For  my  own  part,  I  never  thought  so, — for 
"wherever  the  British  Soldiers  have  been 
"  opposed  to  those  of  Fi-ance,  they  have  uniformly 
"  conquered  them. 

"  In  my  own  person,  I  have  received  an 
"  overflowing  measure  of  the  Nation's  Gratitude, 
"far  more  than  I  either  merited  or  expected  ; 
"  because  the  same  success  would  have  crowned 
"the  efforts  of  any  other  British  Admiral,  who 
"had  under  his  command  such  distinguished 
"  officers,  and  such  gallant  crews. 

"  And  here  let  me  impress  it  on  the  mind  of 
"  every  Officer  in  the  service, — That  to  whatever 
*'  quarter  of    the   globe   he   may   be    destined ; 
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"whether  to  the  East  or  West  Indicfl,  to  Africa 
"or  America,  tho  ey>;s  ck  his  iMfSTUY  ahk 
"uro.v  uiM  ;  and,  so  louj;  as  public  men,  iu 
"  public  stutious,  exert  themselvcH  in  thoHO 
"  sitiiatiouj),  to  fulfil  tho  duty  demanded  from 
"them  by  tho  public,  they  will  always  tiud 
"  the  British  Nation  ready  to  heap  upon  them 
"thk  utmost  extent  of  its  Guatitudb  aud  its 
"Arri-AUSE!" 

THE   DINNER   TO    LOKD    NELSON. 

Mirth  and  song  now  began  to  hold  their 
influeuco  over  the  meoting  ;  and  immediately 
OD  his  Lordship's  being  seated,  Lady  Hamilton 
favoured  the  company  with  a  Song,  iu  ap- 
propriate words  to  tho  National  Air  of  GoD 
SAVE  TUE  Kixo,  with  tho  highest  effect. 

During  the  course  of  tho  evening,  many  other 
very  excellent  sonj^s  were  given,  particularly 
by  tho  late  Mr.  Cullender,  and  Mr.  Yarworth, 
which  were  received  with  great  marks  of 
approbation  ;  —  and,  after  tho  song  of  tho 
British  Gbenadieks,  by  the  ilonorablo  John 
Lindsay,  Lord  Nelson  again  rose  up  ;  and, 
in  his  former  dignitied  and  impressive  manner, 
addressed  the  meeting  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Gejjtlemen, 

"  I  must  repeat  my  obligations  to  you,  for 
"  the  MARKED  attentions  I  havo  received  from 
"the  Inhabitants  of  Moxmoutii,  as  well  as 
"from  the  company  assembled  on  tiio  prcaont 
"occasion.  Nor  can  I  loavo  you  without 
"  wishing  to  impress  my  sentimeuta  on  your 

111® 
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"  minds,  and  to  bring  them  home  to  the  feelings 
"  of  every  individual. 

"  Whenever  the  British  Army  has  been 
"  opposed  to  the  French  forces,  without  the 
"  incumbrance  of  German,  Russian,  or  other 
"  auxiliaries,  it  has  invariably  defeated  them. 
"  The  fact  is,  all  the  great  battles  the  French 
"  obtained  were  over  our  allies,  and  not 
"  OVER  the  British  Soldiers  ;  and  if  those 
"  allies  had  been  as  faithful  to  their  engage- 
"  ments  as  ourselves,  the  French  would  not 
"have  to  boast  of  what  they  deem  'their 
"  splendid   victories. 

"  Gentlemen, — I  shall  now  speak  to  you 
*'  as  an  Englishman  ;  if  ever  War  was  again 
"to  take  place,  I  would  send  every  Ship, 
"  every  regular  Soldier,  out  of  the  kingdom, 
"  and  leave  the  nation  to  be  protected  entirely 

"  by    THE    COURAGE    OF    HER    SoNS    AT    HOME,      I 

"remember  in  the  year  1759,  there  were  great 
"  threats  of  a  French  invasion  !  but  all 
"  reasonable  men  only  smiled  at  the  idea 
"  of  such  an  attempt.  Suppose  the  French 
"  were  to  land  in  England,  wliat  would  be 
"  the  consequence  ?  They  might  plunder  and 
*'  destroy  a  village, — they  might  burn  Mon- 
*'  mouth, — but  I  will  engage  for  it  they  never 
"would  advance  as  far  as  Hereford,  for  they 

"  WOULD  always  find  BrITONS  READY  TO 
"  RECEIVE  THEM. 

"  In  all  the  histories  of  Kine;doms  and 
"  States  that  I  have  read,  it  was  the  want 
"  of  Unanimity  among  themselves  that  pro- 
"  duced  THEIR  fall,  and  that  alone  will  be 
"  able  to  effect  the  overthrow  of  our  own  :  for 
"so  long  as  the  people  continue  to  unite 
"  Hand  and  Heart  (as  we  have  seen  on  the 
"  late   threatened    invasion    by   the    French), 

"  WE  HAVE  NOTHING  TO  FEAR,  EITHER  FROM 
"their  EFFORTS,  OR  FROM  THOSE  OF  ALL  THE 
"  WORLD   UNITED    IN  ARMS   AGAINST    US  !" 
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At  tho  GOBcIusioD  of  this  Recond  addreu, 
Lady  IlaniiltoD  sung  appropriuto  wurda  to 
tho  national  air  of  UuLK  Huitannu,  with 
sutli  tasto  and  powers  of  cxiHUtion,  uh  called 
forth  tho  utinoHt  astoiiishineiit  and  drlight  in 
tho  mind  of  every  poruou  at  table.  Tho 
talents,  indeed,  of  those  professional  Britibh 
females  the  writer  ever  hoard  at  tho  London 
theatres,  were  placed  at  an  ininienHurublo 
distance,  when  compared  with  tho  vocal  ac- 
complishments of  this  Lady.* 

In  tlie  course  of  the  evening,  when  tho 
attention  of  tho  company  was  not  called  upon 
by  the  speeches  of  Lord  Nelson,  or  by  HOugR, 
the  late  Mr.  Henry  Tarry,  of  this  town,  who 
■was  seated  next  his  Lordship  at  table,  t<^)ok 
an  opportunity  of  asking  the  illustrious  chief 
a  question  respecting  the  action  off  Copen- 
hagen. "  It  has  been  asserted,  said  Mr.  Parry, 
•'  that  the  action  of  that  day  was  more  BCTorely 
"  contested  than  tho  battle  of  tho  Nile." 
"Yes,  sir,  replied  his  Lordship;  if  that  had 
"  been  a  Fren'CII  fleet,  I  should  have  destroyed 
"  it  IN  TWO  HOURS  ;  but  the  Da>E8  FOUoaT 
"  LIKE    MEN  !" 


*  "  Did  not  Lord  Nelflon  speak  well  to  yoa, 
yesterday,"  Mr.  Heath,  —  said  Lady  Hamilton, 
when  she  honoured  me  with  a  visit  on  the  fol- 
lowing day : — "  And  did  not  your  Ladyship  sin^ 
"well  to  us,"  was  my  reply  :  further  adding,  "  It 
"would  be  dilBcult  to  decide,  whether  the  speeches 
"  of  his  Lordship,  or  her  Ladyship's  setups,  wero 
"most  to  be  admired,  by  those  who  bad  tha 
"  happiness  of  hearing  them-" 

The  words  to  the  hymn  of  Ood  Save  the  King^ 
have  been  printed,  in  a  political  collection,  from 
mention  being  made  of  the  Scandinax'ian  shire, — 
and  to  those  of  the  Air  of  Rule  Britannia  [I  am 
induced  to  believe],  are  printed  in  an  annual 
collection,  published  by  Mr.  Fairburnc,  London. 
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This  remark  of  his  Lordship,  is  confirmed 
by  a  former  assertion  ;  for  speaking  to  Colonel 
Lindholme,  at  Copenhagen,  immediately  after 
that  event,  he  said,  "I  have  been  in  an 
"  hundred  engagements  in  the  course  of  my 
"  life,  but  that  of  to-day  was  the  most  terrible 
«  of  all." 

About  eight  o'clock,  his  Lordship  and 
friends  took  leave  of  the  meeting  in  the 
most  polite  manner, — and  afterwards  accom- 
panied Colonel  Lindsay  to  the  beautiful 
summer  house  in  his  garden, — at  this  time 
in  the  possession  of  Mr,  Thomas  Embry, — 
there  to  enjoy  the  refreshments  of  tea  and 
coffee,  and  pass  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
in    that   charming  retreat. 

Never  were  "  the  feast  ol  reason  and  the 
flow  of  soul "  more  happily  enjoyed  than  at 
this  meeting.  His  Lordship  addressed  the 
company  with  an  energy  peculiarly  his  own, 
—  whose  words,  like  the  notes  of  the  above 
Lady,  might  be  said  still  to  vibrate  on  our 
ears ;  and  I  may  venture  to  assert  there  is 
not  a  person  who  shared  in  its  pleasures 
that  would,  for  a  very  large  boon,  dismiss  the 
recollection  of  them  from  his  memory. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday, — Lord  Nelson, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Hardwick,  viewed  the 
church,  public  buildings,  and  other  parts  of 
the  town  ;  and  about  eleven  o'clock  his  Lord- 
ship with  the  whole  of  his  friends,  did  the 
writer  the  honor  of  a  visit,  and  were  pleased 
to  receive  from  him  copies  of  his  description 
of  Monmouthshire,  with  the  scenery  of  which 
they  expressed  themselves  so  much  delighted. 

The  feelings  of  that  man  are  not  to  be 
envied,  who  could  receive  with  coldness  such 
a  mark  of  attention  from  a  nobleman,  who 
might  be  deemed  the  pride  and  glory  of  his 
country.    On  receiving  the  books,  he  thanked 
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mo  in  tho  most  Rrncioiia  manner,  and  taking 
his  hat  otT,  hiiil  it  on  tlio  Hhop  countor,  wliicli 
drew  from  nio  tho  rciuurk,  "  that  aH  inonarchs 
*'  had  taken  off  their  liat«  to  hin  Lonlnhip, 
"  it  was  inipossihio  for  hiiH  to  remain  uii- 
"  covered  in  tlio  prosenoo  of  a  country  printer, 
*'  and  that  ho  wonld  permit  ino  to  replace  it 
"  again  on    his  head." 

Vanity  liaa  no  share  wliatever  in  detailing 
tho  conversation  which  passed  at  this  inter- 
view : — it  has  hettf.r  and  rnoro  intkrkstino 
motives.  Observinjjj  to  his  Lordship,  "That 
the  company  at  dinner  werocxtronu-ly  graliTied 
by  his  addresses  to  them  ;  and  if  it  would 
not  bo  considered  as  taking  a  liberty,  I 
should  feel  obliged  in  receiving  his  permission 
to  commit  them  to  press?" — To  which  ho 
immediately  replied,  "No,  Mr.  lioatli,  I  am 
an  old  man,  and  may  not  live  long  ;  it  is 
my  wish  that  posterity  should  know  my 
sentiments  ;  therefore  DO  IT."  I  accordingly 
published  them  in  a  few  days,  and,  for  tho 
first  time,  gave  them  a  place  in  my  col- 
lections. 

Receiving  so  kind  an  answer,  I  was  further 
induced  to  know  from  his  Lordship,  tho  truth 
or  fallacy  of  an  heroic  action,  said  to  bo 
performed  by  him  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  on 
the  Uth  of  February,  1797,  with  tho  Spanish 
fleet,  which  had  often  appeared  to  me  as  an 
instance  of  the  greatest  personal  valour,  and 
worthy  of  being  recorded  among  the  brightest 
achievements  of  his  ever  memorable  life.  In 
consequence  of  which,  I  then  said,  "Itwonhl 
very  much  increase  my  obligations,  if  ho  would 
permit  mo  to  ask  him  another  question  ;"  and 
his  lordship  replying,  "  1  MIGHT  ask  as  many 
AS  I  PLEASED," — I  proceeded  with  my  inquiries. 
I  mentioned,  "1  had  seen,  ix  A  low  rBUrr,— 
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such  as  were  hawked  about  by  the  Jews,*  a 
representation  of  his  Lordship  in  the  above 
glorious  action,  after  having  captured  the 
Santissima  Trinidada,  boarding  another  of  the 
enemy's  ships,  by  following  a  Marine  along 
the  bowsprit  of  his  own  vessel,  and  jumping 
into    the    San    Josef    at   the    quarter   gallery 

window,    IF    THE     CIKCUMSTANCE    WAS    FOUNDED 

IN  FACT  ? — "  It  is  very  true,"  was  his  Lord- 
ship's immediate  reply, — "  the  man  went  in 
FIRST,  AND  I  FOLLOWED  HIM."  I  was  also  very 
particular  in  enquiring,  "  if  his  Lordship  ever 
knew  who  the  gallant  fellow  was  ?  "  and 
whether,  like  another  Alexander,  "  he  lived 
to  fight  the  battle  o'er  again  ?"  but  he  only 
repeated  for  answer,  "  that  all  he  knew  of 
the  man  was,  he  was  a  private  soldier, 
belonging  to  the  69th  regiment  of  foot,  doing 
duty  as  a  marine  : — what  his  fate  was,  every 
person,  in  moments  like  those,  was  too  much 
engaged  in  his  own  duty,  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  fortunes  of  others."  But  when  his 
Lordship  left  my  sliop,  and  joined  again  in 
conversation,  he  observed  to  Mr.  Flollings,  on 
whose  arm  he  rested,  "  Since  Mr.  Ileath  has 
challenged  my  memory,  I  have  a  better 
recollection  of  the  circumstance  to  which  he 
alludes  :  Two  men  left  the  ship  with  me,  but 
one  of  them  fell  into  the  sea  ; — the  other,  as 
soon  as  he  got  near  the  end  of  the  bowsprit, 
knocked  in,  with  tlie  but  end  of  his  musket, 
the  quarter  gallery  windows  of  the  enemy's 
vessel,  jumped  through  them  into  the  ship, 
and   1   followed   him.       The   soldier,   besides 

*  There  is  a  fine  print  on  this  subject,  from 
a  painting  by  Singleton,  The  scene  of  action  is 
laid  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  San  Josef,  in  which 
Lord  Nelson  and  Sir  Edward  Berry,  with  sailors 
and  marines,  are  distinguished  characters,  in  this 
bouourable  instauce  of  British  intrepidity. 
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his  musket,  liad  sonio  other  dreadful  infltrnmcnt 
of  deatli  (whitli  liia  lordship  iiaiiii'd,  but  whicli 
Mr.  Ihdlings  did  not  afttrwards  rccoM.  cl), 
and  wlien  ho  met  the  enemy,  ho  used  it  with 
Buch  fury  tliat  I  soon  alter  exclaimed  t-)  him, 
Wercy,  mekcv!  stop,  stop!  and  immediatclr 
tlie  iSpanianls  suirendered  up  tlu-ir  »liip. 
llenco  it  may  bo  said,  tliat,  by  the  durine 
spirit  of  a  Briti.>h  private  soUiier,  tliis  vcisel 
was  almost  instantly  wrected  from  tlio  power 
of  the  enemy,  and  its  commander,  the  com- 
modore, hiiil  prostrate  at  tlie  cunijueror's  feet. 
His  Lordship  now  desired  mo  to  send  liim 
the  provincial  ncWKpapers  ;  and,  writing  his 
address  to  Morton  in  Surry,  requested  n>e  to 
keep  it,  as  a  memorandum  of  hm  visit.  lie 
then  took  me  by  the  liatid,  ia  a  most  f;racious 
manner  ;  and,  leavitig  tlie  liouse,  obserred, 
He  should  feel  a  pleasi're  ix  renderinq 
ME  ^VNY  service  either  presext  or  futorb 

THAT    LAY    IX    HIS    POWER. 

LORD  NELSON'S  DEPARTURE. 
FEW  weeks  enabled  me  to  fulfil  his 
Lordship's  desire  ;  and  having  printe<l  bis 
sentiments  delivered  at  ihe  public  dinner,  I 
inclosed  a  copy  with  the  newspapers,  which 
produced  the  followin<j  Lkttci!,— rendered  more 
estimable  by  being  written  with  his  own  hand  : 
Merton,  September  11th,  1803. 
giR—Ladyllamilton  and  myself  beg  leave  to  retam 
you  our  thanks,  for  your  kiud  attention  to  our 
wishes,  in  sending  the  uewspapsrs  and  my  speech  ; 
which,  although  it  flowed  immediate  from  the 
heart,'  was  but  ill  suited  to  meet  the  eye  of  the 
public,  except  those  partial  friends  of  Monmouth, 
to  whom  we,  with  Sir  William,  Doctor  and  Mra. 
Nelson,  beg  to  be  remembered  with  the  utmost 
esteem,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  feel  myseU 

Your  much  oblieed  and  obedient  Servant, 
NELSON  &  BRO>'Tfi, 
Mr,  Chaa.  Heath.  JV 
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Kot  to  me  alone  was  his  lordship's  courtesy 
confined.  After  the  dinner  cloth,  at  the  Beaufort 
Arms  Inn,  was  removed,  on  his  first  arrival 
here,  Mr.  Watkins  (cf  Deep  Holm,  who  then 
kept  the  house,)  acquainted  his  illustrious  guest, 
he  had  a  few  bottles  of  daret  in  the  cellar  that 
had  lain  there  some  years,  which,  with  per- 
mission, he  should  feel  a  pleasure  in  placinrr 
before  him.  To  this  request.  Lord  Nelson 
assented  ;  and,  on  their  being  brought,  desired 
the  host  to  take  a  seat  by  his  side.  His  Lord- 
ship then  filled  his  glass,  and  drank  Mr,  Watkins' 
health.  Ou  returning  thanks  for  the  honour 
done  him,  Mr.  W,  remarked,  that  he  had  filled 
many  a  glass  to  his  lordship's  health,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  when  he  was 
fighting  their  battles  in  disiant  climes  ;  but  he 
never  expected  the  pleasure  of  so  doing  in  his 
present  situation. —  Where  was  I,  he  then  asked, 
when  you  drank  my  health  ? — After  the  Baitle 
of  the  Nile,  my  Lord,  was  the  I'eply.  Poh,  said 
his  Lordship,  that  was  nothing!  I  always  did 
beat  the  French,  and  I  always  will,  Watkins, 
whenever  they  give  me  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
with  them.— But,  he  subjoined,  I  have  had  a 
harder  day  since! — On  Mr,  Watkins  asking, 
"  In  what  action  ?"  He  answered,  at  Copen- 
hagen ; — that  was  a  terrible  day,  indeed  ! 

The  same  frankness  accompanied  all  his  con- 
versations with  every  individual,  who  appealed 
to  him  for  information.  Mr,  H.irdwick  took 
an  opportunity  of  inquiring,  "If  he  had  preserved 
any  of  the  spoil?,  taken  in  his  distinguished 
victories  ;  if  ever  so  trifling  an  article,  whether 
a  sword,  musket,  pistol,  flag,  &c.  the  present 
would  be  I'eceivecl  with  every  degree  of  respect 
it  merited,  and  hung  up  iu  the  Kymin  Pavilion, 
as  a  memorial  of  esteem  for  the  distinguished 
character,  by  whom  the  trophy  had  been 
bestowed." — And  here  we  have  a  fine  trait  of 
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his  noble  mind, — who  returned  for  anawer, 
"  That  wliatt'ver  was  obtained  from  an  enemy, 
he  cousidereii  as  tlie  projerty  of  his  Kuii;  ;  and 
the  only  article  ho  ever  possesued,  was  the 
Bword  of  Admird  i^reiiif,  who  ronnnauded  the 
French  Fleet  at  the  Hattle  of  the  Nile,  which 
he  afterwards  ])resen(ed  to  the  (Jorporatiou  of 
the  city  of  Loudou,  in  whoso  posaessiou  il  uow 
remaius." 

Let  me  still  further  increase  the  colloquy. — 
When  takiiifj  leave  of  his  lordsliip,  Mr,  Hurdwiclc 
lioped,  that  from  the  important  public  services 
he  hail  renderetl  his  couuiry,  and  the  agoiii/in(; 
wounds  he  had  sutl'ered  iu  its  defence,  the 
remainder  of  his  glorious  life  would  be  passed 
iu  ease  aud  comfort  : — To  which  remark  he 
iustantly  replied,  *' No,  Hardwick,  1  consider  my 
life  as  devoted  lo  my  Kinjj  ;  — aud  hhould  war 
again  lake  place  I  shall  quit  my  retirement, 
solicit  a  command,  and  emi)k'y  all  my  exertions 
against  the  c  mmou  enemy  ;  concluding  with 
his   detestation   of   the   French,   whom,   as   was 

before  observed,  he  cousidered  as  a  set  of  d d 

perfidious  rascals." 

These  sentiments,  which  were  expressed  with 
all  the  energy  of  mind  so  peculiar  to  his 
Lordship's  character,  have  been  further  cou- 
firmed,  by  an  observation  he  is  said  to  have 
made,  to  his  friend  Admiral  trtirling,  just  before 
he  went  upon  the  service,  which  terminated  »o 
brilliantly  for  his  own  fam*-,  and  for  that  of 
his  couniry.  "  My  health  is  so  bad  that  1  ought 
to  retire  ;  but  as  my  generous  countrymen  seem 
to  think,  that  I  couM  do  s  .mething  il  I  were 
to  meet  the  enemy,  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to 
do  what  I  can.  1  shall  therefore  go,  and  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  meet  and  conquer  them  ;  and 
I  shall  think  my  life  gloriously  aacridceJ  iu 
guch  a  cause," 

yO 
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It  will  be  gratifying;  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Monmouth  the  bein;:^  informed,  that  their  at- 
tentions to  this  illustrious  Hero  were  neither 
overlooked  nor  forgotten.  Observing  in  the 
public  prints,  the  arrival  at  Cheltenham  of 
one  of  his  lordship's  most  intimate  naval 
captains,  who  had  borne  a  distinguished  share 
in  all  his  glorious  achievements,  the  writer 
presented  for  his  acceptance  a  copy  of  the 
History  of  Monmouth,  he  had  just  published  ; 
which  procured  him  the  following  Letter  :  and 
to  add  to  its  value,  if  possible, — being  written 
by  an  officer  who  commanded  a  ship  of  the  line, 
both  at  the  battle  of  Abouquir  and  Trafalgar* 
— it  was  franked  to  him  by  the  not  less 
distinguished  conqueror  at  Alexandria  : 

Cheltenham,  August  26th,  1806. 
SIR, 
1  request  you  will  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
your  very  acceptable  present,  which  I  shall  pre- 

*  Mr.  EDEN,  then  Clerk  of  the  ship  commanded 
by  the  above  officer,  having  obtained  permission, 
on  the  return  of  the  Fleet  from  the  action  off  Cape 
Trafalgar,  to  visit  a  family  at  Goodrich,  near 
Monmouth,  he  was  particularly  desired  to  call 
upon  me,  personally  to  thank  me  for  this  present, 
and  to  be  assured  that  the  letter  had  reaclied  my 
hands.  This  young  gentleman,  while  writing  at  a 
table,  during  the  battle,  a  cannon  ball  fell  in  the 
room  where  he  was  seated,  in  which  were  upwards 
of  eighty  stand  of  arms,  the  whole  of  which  it 
shivered  in  pieces,  and  one  of  them  (part  of  the 
guard  of  a  musketi,  grazed  his  head,  but  without 
doing  him  any  injury.  The  fragment  he  picked 
up,  and  at  this  interview  gave  to  me,  as  a  memento 
of  his  esteem.  Sorry  I  am  to  say,  that  after  being 
in  the  battle  in  the  West  Indies,  with  iSir  Thomas 
Duckworth,  he  went  to  sea  again  with  the  fleet, 
destined  to  bring  away  the  Danish  navy  froqi 
Copenhagen,  where  he  ended  his  life, 


DEPARTURE  rnoii  MOyilOUTn.  21 

serve  as  a  momento  of  one  who  feels  an  he  ooRht 

for  the  memory  of  the  great  Li.rd  Xi-lti.n      I  have 

heard   him   with  pleasure,  speak  of  the  haiidsoine 

testimonies  of  rcpect  and  nt'etiti.iii   paid  him  by 

the  tiiwn  of  .Monniuuth  ;  iind  I  boR  yoii  will  a^t.inre 

yourself,  that  if  my  lualth   permiitLd  if,    1  should 

take   great    pleasuio   in   visiting    .Moumouih,   nnd 

personally  thanking  you  for  thia  mark  of  atteutiou. 

1    am.    Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  very  faithful  Servant, 

•     ••••• 

Mr.  Heath,  Moumoufh. 

The  summer  of  1809  attracted  to  this  celebrated 
Spa,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  another  of 
those  Captains,  who  had  most  zealously  supported 
his  Lordship  in  the  glorious  battle  of  ihe  Nile  ; 
and,  iu  consequence  of  a  like  oiler  for  his 
acceptance,  1  had  the  pleasure  of  receivinjf  the 
following  acknowledgment, — which  will  further 
contirm  the  high  o|)ini()n  the  Sons  of  the  Ocean 
entertain  of  the  iidiabitants  of  Monmouth,  aud 
the  Public  Monument  erected  to  their  individual 
honor  ;  aud  which  alone  must  justify,  to  the 
candid  reader,  the  ex'ensiou  of  luy  pajjes  oa 
this  occasiou  : 

Cheltenham,  August  2,  1809, 
SIR, 

I  have  to  return  ynu  my  best  thanks  for  your 
kind  letter  and  invaluable  (^resent,  relating  the 
visit  of  my  much  respected  and  late  gallnnl  friend. 
Lord  Xelson,  to  Jlonmouth  and  i  s  jieigiib"urhood. 
I  should  derive  iufinite  gratilication  in  Tiewing  that 
beautiful  country,  whose  loyal  iidiabitants  Imre  bo 
honourably  recorded  the  elforts  of  the  Britiih 
Kavy,  and  to  offer  you,  in  person,  my  (bligations; 
but  believe,  the  re-instatement  of  my  health  will 
require  my  stay  at  this  place,  until  enabled  to 
return  to  my  profe^j-ional  duties. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  humble  servant, 

•    ••••« 

'^tt.  Charles  Heath,  Moumouth. 
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Friday  noon,  Lord  Nelson  and  friends  left 
Monmouth,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to 
Rudhall,  the  seat  of  Thomas  Westfaling,  esq.  ; 
•who,  whilst  upon  a  tour  on  the  continent,  was 
at  Naples  during  most  of  the  important  events 
which  agitated  that  country  in  the  lute  war, 
and  acquired  an  intimacy  with  his  Lordship  at 
that  court. 

At  Eoss,  their  carriages  attempted  to  pass 
by  a  private  way;  but,  to  gratify  the  wishes 
of  the  inhabitants,  the}'^  drove  along  the 
principal  street,  where,  opposite  the  Swan  Inn, 
a  triumphal  arch,  ornameuted  with  laurel  and 
oak,  aud  an  appr  priate  inscription,  had  been 
erected,  for  his  lordship  and  party  to  pass 
through. 

At  Eudhall  House,  every  preparation  had 
been  previously  made  to  receive  his  Lordship 
witli  the  honors  due  to  so  distinguished  a 
character.  The  gardens  were  thrown  open,  a 
band  of  music  attendel,  and  all  the  principal 
families  of  the  neighbourhood  were  invited  to 
join  in  the  fete.  An  elegant  collation,  with 
fruit  and  wines,  was  served  on  the  lawn  ;  and 
in  the  evening  a  grand  display  of  fire  works 
took  place  ;  aud  an  arch,  with  a  star  above, 
formed  of  variegated  lamps,  made  a  striking 
part  of  the  illumination. 

Go,  laurel,  plnck'd  from  Rndhall's  bow'rs, 
To  bind  the  tomples  of  the  brave  j 

Crown  him  amid  these  festive  hours, 
And  grace  the  Hero  of  the  Wave! 

He,  whom  each  fiee-born  Briton  boastF, 
Our  terrois  to  the  world  has  shewn  ; 

Seiz'd  many  a  wreath  on  foreign  coasts, 
And  taught  them  to  respect  his  own. 

Thy  bouplis  inviolate  appear'd  ; 

A  sacred  shade  upon  the  plain  ; 
While  war's  wide- wasting  blast  was  heard, 

And  Nelson  thuuder'd  on  the  main. 
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But  whilst  Ills  voice  dispell'd  tho  gloom, 

And  tiiufilit  our  rocky  sliores  t<i  smile, 
"Whai  hostile  land  could  e'er  prcsunio 

To  tear  u  wnath  from  Albion'.-  l>\e? 
Go  ! — say  to  him,  who  knows  no  fear, 

"  Grateful  for  thy  protectinp  caro  ; 
"The  Ikiiish  laurel  waits  thee  lieie, 

"Twin'd  by  the  hands  of  British  fair.'* 

The  followiiirj  lines  were  preseuteJ  to  his 
lordship,  with  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

The  followiiiof  lines  were  also  placed  on 
the  branch  of  a  venerable  Oak  uear  the 
house  : 

Ye  Britons,'" venerate  this  tree, 
The  guardian  of  our  liberty. 

Through  many  a  distant  age; 
Beneath  its  s-hacle  the  Druid  rose, 
And  wak'd  the  British  youth  from  woes, 

To  true  heroic  rage. 

Forth  from  their  woods  they  rush'd  like  flame. 
What  time  li'me'a  hostile  legions  came, 

They  met  them  at  the  waves  ;  — 
And  who  shall  call  the  conflict  vain  ? 
They  peri>h'd  on  their  native  plain, 

Nor  liv'd  a  race  of  slaves. 

And  still  this  tree,  to  Britons  dear, 
Protects  our  rights  from  year  to  year  ; 

Hence  are  our  terrors  hurl'd. 
Te  Britons,  venerate  the  Oak  ! 
Nelson  from  this  in  thunder  spoke, 

And  shook  th'  astonished  woild  ! 

"While  chis  shall  Gouiish  in  the  glade, 
What  foe  shall  dare  our  rights  invade? 

0,  lovely  tree,  increase! 
Still  spread  thy  bending  branches'^far 
Protect  us  from  the  woes  of  war. 

And  shelter  us  in  peace. 

The  w!  ole  concluded  with  a  Ball,  which 
(letained  the  company  till  aa  early  hour  the 
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next  morninc;,  •when  they  quitted  with  re- 
luctance the  scene  of  so  much  hospitality  and 
pleasure.  Some  thousiinds  of  spectators  were 
present  ;  and  several  hogsheads  of  *cider  were 
liberally  dispersed  among  tbem. 

It  was  a  circumstance  of  a  very  singular 
nature,  that  his  lord>hip  should  meet  with, 
at  the  table  of  a  private  gentleman  in  Hereford- 
shire, one  of  the  chai-acters  who  had  signed 
the  treaty,  after  the  action  at  Copenhagen, 
Baron  Anker,  the  person  alluded  to,  had  been 
travelling  through  Monmouthshire  and  South 
Wales,  to  inspect  the  iron  works  in  those 
parts  of  the  kiugdom,  having  very  extensive 
engagements  in  that  branch  of  commerce  in 
Denmark  where  he  resided.  Being  seated  at 
the  dinner  table  at  Eudhall,  Lord  Nelson,  on 
hearing  the  name  prououuced,  suddenly  repeated 
ifc  with  much  surprise  ;  and  after  mutual  ex- 
pressions of  astoiiishmeut  at  their  meeting  had 
taken  place,  they  sat  down  again,  to  join  in  the 
pleasures  of  the  festive  board, 

THE    KYMIN    PAVILIOX. 

|N  the  eastern  side  of  the  town  (forming, 
as  it  were,  a  boundary*  to  the  counties 
of  Monmouth  and  Glocester,)  a  broad  face  of 
Hill  rises  irregularly  fiom  the  bank  of  the 
Wye,  to  the  height  of  near  700  feetf  from  the 
bed  of  that  river ;  on  the  summit  of  which 
has  been  erected  a  building,  called  Tue  Ktmin 
Pavilion,  from  whence  is  enjoyed  a  Prospect, 
equal  in  point  of  richness  and  picturesque  beauty, 
to  any  inland  view  in  the  whole  range  of  the 
kingdom, 

*  A  small  brook,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  Pavilion,  divides  the  two  counties. 

t  Taken  with  a  quadrant,  it  measured  two 
bundled  and  thirty  yards. 
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Ry  the  kind  coniiminication  of  a  f;eiitlemnn 
well  acriuiiiiifed  with  tho  lanpim>,'e,  I  am 
informed,  that  Oak  in  the  Welch,  wliioh  in 
written  KK*in  tho  Irish, — aijjiiifies  a  lkdok  : 
Makn  signifies  a  lauuk  stone  :  and  the 
con)pound  word,  "  Cae-y-MAEN,"  or  "  Ce-y- 
Maen,"  which  appears  to  be  the  old  British 
name  of  the  hill,  aif-nities,  "the  ledoeof  laiuje 

STONES,  or  PIECES  OF  KOCK." 

This  ETYMOLOGY  SO  perfectly  accords  with  the 
spot,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  correct- 
ness :  more  especially  when  we  recollect,  that 
the  Welch  srave  names  to  all  their  towns  and 
particular  places  from  local  circumstances.^ 

X  In  addition  to  the  above,  I  add  the  following 
Etymology:— 

"  Chimin  anciently  sij^nified  a  highway  generally, 
but  was  more  particularly  applied  to  a  hiphwuy 
leading  to  or  through  a  F"ri.--( ;  and  Chimina'jc  was 
an  ancient  Toll  for  Wayfarago  through  a  Forest," 

"Nullus  forestarius  de  cetero,  qui  luyn  sit  foresinrins 
de  fcedo,  reddens  nobi^  jirmam  pro  halvia  sua,  capiat 
Chiminagivm  aliquid  in  halvia  sua. 

Translation.— "No  forester,  from  henceforth, 
who  is  not  a  forester  of  the  fee,  paying  us  a 
rent  for  his  baihvick,  shall  take  any  Chiminage 
(Wayfarase),  iu  his  bailwick." — Cltarta  de  Furesta, 
9  Henry  III. 

Further,  llowell's  Interpreter,  quoting  from 
Kitchen : 

*'  Chimin,  French,  Chemin,  signifies,  in  a  Law 
phrase,  a  way :  It  is  divided  into  two  sorts,  the 
King's  highway,  aud  a  private  way.  The  King's 
highway,  is  that  by  which  the  King's  subjects,  and 
all  under  his  protection,  have  free  liberty  to  pass, 
though  the  property  of  the  soil,  of  each  side,  where 
the  way  lieth,  "lay  perliaps  hcli^n-j  to  some  private 
man.  A  way  private,  is  that,  by  which  one  man, 
or  more,  have  liberty  to  pass,  either  by  pre.«criptiou 
or  by  chaiter,  tJifovgk  anotl^er  man  s  grounds." 
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The  upper  part  of  the  Hill  is  formed  by  a 
graud  girdle  of  rocks, — similar  to  those  above 
New-Wear  ou  the  left  bank  of  the  Wye, — 
aud  immediately  underneath  are  thickly  scattered 
about  stones  of  enormous  magnitude,  iu  a 
variety  of  fantastic  shapes  aud  forms,  nearly  the 
whole  extent  of  the  eminence. 

Though  the  objects  included  in  this  interesting 
scene  will  be  minutely  described  from  the 
Pavilion,  it  may  not  be  importunate  briefly  to 
notice  the  walk  up  to  it  ;  which  is  rendered  as 
easy  as  the  ua'ure  of  the  ground  will  admit, 
by  a  winding  path.  Passing  Wye  Bridge,  we 
pursue  the  direct  turnpike  road  to  the  wharf, 
at  the  foot  of  May  Hill  ;  at  which  place,  a  path, 
on  the  left  hand,  conducts  us  to  the  Hill  Farm. 
In  the  middle  of  this  rise,  we  enjoy  what  might 
truly  be  deemed  a  picturesque  view  of  the 
Town,— behind  which  recede,  and  bound  the 
horizon,  the  fine  hills  of  Monmouthshire, — a 
more  distinct  notice  of  which  will  be  taken  iu 
its  proper  place. 

On  gaining  the  first  steep,  the  country  leading 
towards  Eoss  more  extensively  unfolds  itself  ; 

In  the  memory  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
public  highway,  from  Monmouth  (through  Stanton, 
the  adjoining;  parish,  and  the  Forest  of  Dean,)  to 
Glocester  and  London,  was  the  DITCH,  on  the  left 
hand,  running  parallel  with  the  path,  immediately 
as  you  enter  the  fields  belonging  to  the  Hill  Farm  ; 
and  the  ingenious  Etymology  of  Buclistone,  by  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  P.  Griffin,  of  Hadnock,  supports  this 
latter  authority.  An  old  man,  residing  iu  Stanton, 
told  the  person,  from  whom  I  received  the  infor- 
mation, that  he  had  setn  the  Judges,  when  on  the 
Circuit,  ride  this  way  on  horseback,  with  their 
jack-boots  on,  into  Monmouth.  See  more  on  this 
subject,  in  my  Account  of  Monmouflt. — If  we  com- 
plain of  the  roads  at  the  present  day,  what  must 
they  have  been  at  the  period  under  consideration  ? 
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eiiterinjf  the  field,  tlic  bill  comes  ininiecliately 
in  front  ;  ])assini^  into  the  Coach  Kaiil,  now 
formed  for  the  accommodation  of  Carriajje 
Visitors,  another  part  of  the  country  rises  to 
view  ;  still  ascending,  the  grand  woody  emi- 
nences, between  which  the  Wye  winds  its 
course,  come  in  sii^ht  ;  whil*,  at  the  extremity, 
the  county  of  (Ilocester  is  the  prominent  feature 
in  the  landscape  ;  in  which  manner  it  continuea 
varyini^,  from  one  point  to  the  other,  the  whole 
extent  of  the  walk. 

The  summit  is  formed  by  a  kind  of  oblon;^ 
square,  about  three  hundred  yards  long,  by 
tifty  wide  ;  the  ground  falling  down,  in  au  easy 
slope  to  the  eastward,  which  incluiles  the  Beau- 
lieu  Farm,  while  beyond  it  rose  majestically 
(but  now  lately  fallen),  a  rich  and  extensive 
Wood,  where  stands  an  interesting  body  of  rock, 
named  Buckstone,  a  visit  to  which  will  well 
reward  the  stranger's  curiosity.  The  North 
and  South  sides  are  formed  by  the  Beaulieu 
Grove,  and  woods  stretching  towards  Bed- 
Brook. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PAVILION. 

The  House  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
summit  of  the  Hill,  and  consists  of  a  circulir 
embattled  tower,  thirty  feet  high,  containing  two 
rooms,  tifteen  feet  in  the  clear  inside;  the  lower 
apartment  forming  a  commodious  kitchen  ;  the 
upper  one,  the  Banqueting-room,  which  is  fitted 
up  in  a  manner  suitable  for  the  puriwses  of 
friendship  and  conviviality,  to  which  it  is  devoted. 
In  the  front,  a  light  iron  railing  is  carried  before 
it,  for  some  yards  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  a  range 
of  upright  stones  extend  along  the  brow  of  tlie 
eminence,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
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MOTIVES  WHICH  GAVE  BIRTH  TO 
THE    PAVILION. 

Before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  views  from 
their  respective  windows,  we  shall  iutroduce  the 
Motives  which  gave  birth  to  the  erection  of  the 
building. 

A  select  party  of  friends  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  spending  a  social  day  together  annually,  in 
the  course  of  the  summer  season,  on  some 
pleasant  spot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mon- 
mouth, but  not  confined  to  any  particular 
situation  ;  sometimes  on  the  Graig  Hill,  some- 
times in  one  place,  and  sometimes  in  another, 
as  best  suited  the  arrangements  of  the  company. 
In  the  year  1793,  one  of  the  gentlemen  proposed 
to  meet  and  dine  among  the  Kymiu  Rocks  (not 
having  been  there  for  several  years)  which  was 
immediately  agreed  to,  and  they  met  accordingly. 
Owing  to  the  fineness  of  the  day,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  prospect,  the  party  were  so  much  pleased, 
that,  contrary  to  their  usual  custom,  they  agreed 
to  dine  together,  on  the  same  spot,  the  week 
following.  Dinner  after  dinner  succeeded  for 
some  time,  the  repetition  of  which  served  only 
to  enhance  their  partiality  for  the  place,  till  the 
change  of  the  season  at  last  compelled  them  to 
break  up  their  meetings  for  that  year. 

Compulsory  motives  for  separation  are  never 
in  unison  with  the  feelings  of  any  society,  much 
less  with  that  whose  object  is  professedly  con- 
vivial. Under  these  circumstances,  one  of  the 
company  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a  slight 
building  erected,  as  a  security  from  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather.  What  will  you  give 
towards  such  a  purpose  ?  was  the  question 
proposed  :  I'll  give  my  Guinea,  said  one  ;  I'll 
give  mine,  said  another  ;  I'll  add  mine,  said  a 
third :  in    short,    such    was    the    spirit    which 
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prevailed,  that  twenty  guineas  were  immetliati^ly 
subscribed,  which  iu  a  week  after  amounted  to 
forty,^  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  (by  Iho 
party's  interest  among  tlioir  friends),  to  the 
respectable  sum  of  something  more  than  eighty 
guineas.  With  such  a  subscription  in  hand,  and 
finding  the  wishes  of  the  public  (in  8uin>ort  of 
the  new  edifice)  to  keep  pace  witii  those  of  tlie 
party  who  proposed  the  scheme,  P.  M.  Ilardwick, 
Esq.  of  Jloumouth  ('who  was  appointed  Trea- 
surer, and  under  whose  direction  it  was  to  be 
executed),  was  induced  to  erect  something  more 
comfortable  than  a  mere  protection  from  the 
elements.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  a  drawing 
to  be  made  of  a  pleasant  Summer  House,  ou 
a  neat  plan,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expence 
thereof,  which  being  delivered  in,  and  much 
approved  of,  ou  Thursday,  May  the  First,  1794, 
the  first  stone  of  its  foundation  was  laiil  by  Mr. 
Hardwick,  iu  the  presence  of  several  geutlemeu 
and  other  friends  to  the  undertaking. 

Considerable  efforts  were  immediately  made 
speedily  to  erect  and  cover  iu  the  building,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  delay  which  bad 
weather  might  occasion  ;  but  before  the  masouH 
had  proceeded  as  hi^h  as  the  first  room,  the 
public  mind  was  so  much  delighted  with  the 
place,  that  parties  assembled  almost  the  whole 
of  the  day  to  partake  of  such  refreshments  aa 
they  had  brought  with  them,  even  under  the 
circumstance  of  the  workmen  going  on  with 
their  employ  ;  and  when  the  floor  of  the  upper 
room  was  laid,  the  labourers  of  the  artificers 
■were  almost  suspended  for  some  time,  so  great 
was  the  delight  the  town  and  neighbourhixxi  felt 
at  the  comfort  and  pleasure  it  promised,  when 
finished,  for  their  aeception.  In  the  course  of 
TWO  years,  it  assumed  the  appearance  it  now 
presents  to  us.  Mr.  liobertij,  of  Monmouth, 
executed  the  buildiu''. 
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METHOD  OF  ARRANGING  THE  VIEWS. 

'O  render  the  excursion  to  this  delightful 
spot  as  interesting  as  possible  to  every 
description  of  visitors,  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Hardwick,  whose  long  residence  in  Monmouth, 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  surrounding 
district,  make  his  observations  highly  valuable, 
induced  him  to  undertake  a  most  minute  notice 
of  every  object  to  be  seen  from  the  banqueting 
room,  within  the  pale  of  the  horizon. 

In  a  View,  comprehending  such  an  infinite 
variety  of  objects  as  here  meet  the  eye,  some 
order  was  necessary  in  the  arrangement.  To  lay 
them  down,  therefore,  in  such  a  manner  as 
should  make  them  perfectly  intelligible,  the 
following  method  was  adopted,  viz. 

As  the  room  contains  five  windows,  the 
objects  will  be  taken  from  each  distinctly, 
beginning  with  the  window  on  the  left  as  you 
enter  it. 

I.  To  give  the  foreground,  with  the  objects 
immediately  before  the  eye,  from  left  to  right. 

II.  To  extend  the  sight  as  far  as  the  foot 
of  the  hilly  terminations,  carrying  the  eye  on  as 
before. 

III.  To  Increase  the  sight  to  the  utmost 
boundary  of  the  horizon,  adopting  the  same 
manner  in  conducting  the  view  from  left  to  right. 

Windows  No.  III.  and  IV.  embracing  such 
an  extent  of  country,  the  objects  in  each  were 
divided,  as  for  instance,  beginning  first  with 
Troy  House,  and  going  on  to  Pont-y-pool ; 
returning  again  to  Gibraltar,  and  then  concluding 
the  scene. 

Window  No.  IV.  begins  with  the  Tump  house, 
and  extends  to  the  Radnorshire  mountains  ; 
returns  to  Dixton  church,  and  concludes  as  before 
from  left  to  right. 

To  the  mind  of  the  writer,  this  plan  appeared 
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the  most  easy  to  be  uiidei-aiood  by  the  vinitor ; 
but,  as  he  wishes  the  Look  to  be  as  ust-ful  hh 
possible,  iu  pointiiifj  out  the  objects  diHtiiictly, 
the  judgment  of  individuals,  which  trndu  to  « 
better  arrangement  of  the  views,  will  Iw  reccivetl 
with  every  deyreee  of  respect  it  deserves, 

WINDOW,   No.  I. 

The  foreground  is  an  easy  rise,  interspersed 
•with  fine  woods,  corn  and  pasture  hinds,  aikI 
stretches  itself  to  the  (Jlocestershire  liills  (beyond 
the  river  Severn),  which  terminates  the  View. 

nOTEDIATELT   BKFOKE  TUE   E^'E. 

Stanten  Meeud,  a  woodv  and  rocky  hill,  with  that 
interesting  body  of  stoue,  called  BUCKSTONE. 

The  ruins  of  a  fp-and  mansion,  called  High  -uiea»iow 
house,  foi-meriy  the  seat  of  Lord  Gafre. 

The  fine  church  of  New  laud,  four  miles  from  Mon- 
mouth,  a  noble  edifice. 

Clearwell  house  and  park,  the  seat  of  the  late  Charles 
Edwin,  esq. 

The  summer  house  in  the  woods  at  the  Rt.  Hon.  Chas. 
Bragge  Bathurst's  park,  at  Lulney. 

The  Village  of  St.  Briavels,  church  and  castle. 

The  chace  adjoiuiug,  ^v^th  the  road  t«  the  Old 
Passage 

Tlie  Maypole  hill  at  "WTiitebrook,  near  the  river  Wyo, 
where  are  extensive  paper  mills. 

THE  HOEIZON  IS  BOUNDED,   BEOIX^^yO  ON  THE  LEFT,  BY 

Eodborough  hill,  near  Siroud,  with  the  seat  of  

Petit,  esq. 
Hampton  common,  leading  to  Tetbury. 
The  Fleece  inn,  on  the  road  from  Stroud  to  Bath. 
Frocester  hill,  compreheuding  a  large  part  of  Lord 

Ducie's  park,  on  the  road  to  Bath. 
Stiuchcomb  Hill,  near  North  Nibley. 
Uley  Bury,  near  it. 
The  eminence  crowned  with  firs,  at  Wootton  under. 

Edge. 
Alderley,  and  its  firs,  the  seat  of  Matthew  AdcaRe, 

esq. 
Other   eminences,  planted  with   firs,  near  it,   which 

bear  the  names  of  several  Lords  of  the  Manors,  vii. 

Hartley's,  Gibb's,  &c. 
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Didmarton  church. 

Badminton  Lodge,  leading  to  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort. 

Oldbury  church,  an  interesting  land  mark  for  vessels 
navigating  the  river  Severn. 

The  right,  is  terminated  by  Dundry  Tower,  near 
Bristol. 

The  Knoll  Tump, — and  the  Mendip  hills,  Somerset- 
shire 

Mr.  Codrington's  seat  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  valley. 

And  a  lodge  in  his  park  forms  an  interesting  object  in 
the  view. 

WINDOW,  No.  II. 

The  foregronnd  is  a  declivity  to  the  river 
Wye,  the  opposite  shore  rises  in  au  hasty  mauuer, 
and  presents  a  face  of  country  rich  and  varied  as 
the  preceding  aspect. 

IMMEDIATELY    BEFORE    THE    EYE, 

In  the  centre,  Penalt  church  and  common. 

The  Argoed  house,  terminated  by  the  Trellick  beacons 

(which  are  supposed  to  be  the  highest  gi'ounds  in 

Monmouthshire). 
The   farthest  mount,  to  the  right,  is  Windcliff,  the 

highest  point  in  Persfield  Walks,  the  far-famed  seat 

of  Nathaniel  Wells,  esq. 
The  wood,  under  which  the  Wye  flows,  is  called  the 

Levox  grove. 
The  grounds  above  are  called  Troj'  park. 
To  the  right, — Lydart  house,  belonging  to  K.  Evans, 

esq. 

TERMINATED     BY 

Nicholls's  firs,  on  a  hill,  leading  from  Usk  to  Caerleon 
Nearer  home,  the  Craig-y-dorth   (Welch,  the  stoney 
hill),  rendered  famous  by  the  battle  of  Monmouth 
1401,  between  Owen  Glendwr  and  Henry  IV. 

WINDOW,  No.  III. 

The  forepfrouud  is  formed  by  the  same 
declivity  as  that  which  lies  before  the  preceding 
window.  This  View,  which  C'niprehends  all 
that  is  beautiful  in  landscape,  and  on  which  we 
might  long  expatiate,  is  formed  by  the  following 
profusion  of  interesting  objects  : 
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BEFOEB   THE   EYE,    ON   TTIE    OPPOSITB   SHOBB   OF   TIM 
EIVEB, 

Troy  House,  the  seat  of  the  Duko  of  Bouufort. 
Mitcliol  Troy  Chmch,  iu  wliich  pariah  tho  tibove  houM 

is  situate. 
Pen-y-clawith  Church. 
The  Hill  fann,  ou  Tiostree  hill,  belonging  to  Sir  Sanu 

Fludyer,  Bai-t. 
Ezteudiug  the  eye,  tho  seat  and  park  of  Ca|>ol  Loigh, 

esq.  Pout-y-pool,  (20  miles). 

EETUEKINO  AGAIN  INTO  THE  VALE  BEFORE  US, 

On  a  rise,  Gibraltar,  a  box,  of  tho  lato  Mr.  Dubcrly, 

Monmouth. 
Saint  Dial's  farm,  occupied  by  Mr.  Leigh. 
Wonastow  church,  and  mansion  house,  tho  scat  of 

T.  Swiiinertcn,  esq. 
Diugatstow  church,  and  court-house,  tho  seat  of  Sam. 

Bosanquet,  esq. 
Baglaud   castle    (a   magnificent   ruin),   church   and 

village. 

INCLINING    TO   THE    EIGHT    (ON  AN  ElUirENCE) 

Tre-Owen  house  and  farm,  an  ancient  monaiou. 

Tregaire  and  Brungwu  churches. 

Clytha  castle,  a  beautiful  pleasure  house  belonging  to 

the  late  William  Jones,  esq. 
Paut-y-goitree,  the  residence  of  —  Bury,  eaq. 
Lauelliu  church. 

STILL    ON    THE    EIGHT, 

Lanarth  court,  the  seat  of  John  Jones,  esq. 
Lansanf raed  court,  the  residence  of  Lord  Avenmorc. 
Lauover  house,  B.  Waddingtou,  esq.  with  tho  chuxch. 
Laugattock  juxta  Usk. 

And  dowu  the  vale,  the  Hardwick  farm,  occupied  by 
Mr.  Ewer. 

nOIEDIATELT  IN    FBONT, 

The  principal  feature  is  the  town  of  Monmouth. 

AND  A  LITTLE  MOEE  TO  THE  RIOHT, 

The   churches    of    Laudilo,    Lauthewy   SkeriJ,    and 

Whitecastle. 
Langattock  Lingoed  church. 

THE  TEEinNATIONS   ABE 

The  three  Machen  mountaiLS  in  Glamorganahiro. 
Pen  Twyn  Barlwm  in  Monmouthshire. 
Myuyd  Meen,  near  Pout-y-i>ool. 
The  Bloreus,  ucao:  Abergavenny. 

VI 
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The  two  Breconshire  beacons. 

The  great  and  little  Iscareth  mountains. 

The  Sugarloaf  hill  (from  its  conical  form). 

Crickhowell  beacons,  Breconshire  (23  miles). 

The  Hatteral  hills  (in  which  the  river  Mounow  rises). 

Gaer  Vawr,  and  Dial  Carig. 

WINDOW,  No.  IV. 
The  foreground  is  formed  by  the  sarae  slopiQg 
hill  as  that  which  marks  the  third  window. 
The  mind  might  truly  be  said  to  be  held  captive 
in  looking  over  so  exquisite  a  scene,  which 
embraces  a  tract  of  country  varied  and  beautiful 
as  the  imagination  can  frame. 

BEYOND    THE    TOWN, 

A  most  fertile  Valley,  watered  by  the  river  Jlonnow, 

IN    WHICH     APPEAR, 

The  Tump  house  and  farm,  the  residence  of  E,,  Willis, 

esq. 
Parthyre  house,    an  ancient  mansion,    belonging  to 

Mr.  Lorymer. 
Tregot  house  and  castle,  with  the  encampment  called 

the  skinshill. 
On  the  left,  Upper  Hilstone  house  Sir  Wm.  Pilkintun, 

Bart. 
Lower  Hilstone,  T.  Phillips,  esq.  Monmouth. 
The  hill  in  front  is  called  the  Graig. 
The  valley,  opening  between  Garway  Hill  and  Tregot, 

is  called  the  Golden  Valley,  from  the  richness  of  its 

XU'oduce. 

THB  TERMINATIONS  ARE  FORMEn  UY 

The  two  black  mountains  in  Herefordshire. 
Hay  or  Talgarth  hills  in  Breconshire,  and  the  Eaduor- 
shire  mountains. 

BRINGING    THE    EYE    AGAIN   NEAR    HOME, 

On  the  right,  in  the  valley  underneath,  Di-st^n  church 
The  Priory  farm,  part  of  the  old  domain  of  the  Priory 
in  Monmouth. 

STILL    ON   THE   RIGHT    (WHITE    HOUSES) 

Newton  Place,  Mrs.  Griffin— Newton  Court,  Mr.  R. 

Philpott's  farm. 
The  tump  in  the  distance  is  called  Garway  hill. 
And  near  it  Kontchurch  park,  the  seat  of  Richard 

Scudamore,  esq.  M.P.  for  Hereford. 
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LOOKING    ir    THE    WYK  : 

Oil  a  knoll,  the  Lays  house,  —  Meekc,  Esq. 
Beyond  it,  the  Fort,  Henry  Barnes,  034. 

AND    FROM  THE  MIUDLE  OF  TUB  WINDOW, 

The  beautiful   Valley  called    URCHENFIKLD, 
Comprehending  the  parishes  of  Whitcliurch,  (nKHirich, 
LaugaiTon,   St.    Weouard's,    &e.   the  most   frrtilo 
])ai-ts  of  the  county  of  Hereford,  witn  some  part  of 
AVorcestershire. 

TERMINATED    ON    THE     LEFT,     IIY 

Aconbury  and  Dinmore  hills. 

Pai-t  of  Stoke  Edith  park,  all  near  Hereford. 

In  front,  by  the  Clee  hill,  Shropshire  —GO  miles  from 

Monmouth. 
And,  on  the  right,  by  Oakley  woods,  in  Hercfonlshiro. 
On  the  right  of  Mr.  Meek's  house,  the  grand  mountaiu 

called  Doward,  is  a  fine  object. 
And,  fiom  its  summit,  you  obtain  rich  views  of  the 

suiTOimding  counti-y, 

WINDOW,  No.  V. 

The  view  from  this  window  is  the  least  in- 
teresting of  any  seeu  from  the  Koom.  'J"he 
forearound  is  a  rich  wood,  called  the  Hkacliku 
Grove,  descending  to  the  edge  of  the  river 
Wye. 

The  church  and  town  of  Ross. 
Perrystone  court,  Mrs.  Clifford,  4  miles  from  Ross. 
Peirystone-hill,    on    the  road   to    Ledbury— a  most 

beautiful  view  round  the  neighbourhood. 
On  the  right,— Over  Ross,  the  late  John  Nourse's, 

esq. 
Penyard  woods,  and  the  Bollin  farm. 
On  the  right,  the  summer  house  on  the  Coppat  hill, 

near  Coui-t-field. 
Symond's  gate,  the  grand  feature  of  rock,  over  the 

Wye,  at  New-wear. 
Ruer-dean  church. 
Firs  on  May-hill,  and  Huntley  tump,  bctweeu  Ross 

and  Glocester. 
Still  to  the  right,— Stanton  church  and  village. 
Theforestof  Dean,  and  Little  Dean  hill. 
And  on  the  left,  Lackhampton  quarrj-,  near  Cheltenham 

i;?5  miles).  ^ 

YI* 
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THIS  VIEW    IS   TERMINATED,    ON  THE    LEFT,   KY 

Malvern  hills,  in  Worcestershire. 

The  Lickey,  near  Bromsgrove,  and  the  Callow  tump, 
with  some  other  eminences  in  the  same  county. 


KECAPITULATION 

OF    THE 

Ten  Cottnties  which  form  these  clorioL'S  views, 

VIZ. 

MONMOUTH,  GLOCESTER,  HEREFORD, 

WORCESTER,       SALOP,       AND       SOMERSET, 

BRECON,    GLAMORGAN,    RADNOR, 

AND    MONTGOMERY. 


oG<^(^#4 
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jNE  of  the  "  Lions  of  Moumouth,'  visited  by 
I  most  tourists  on  their  sojourn  in  that  town, 
is  the  "  Buckistone,"  a  celebrated  r  cki'ig  stone  of 
the  Druids  (y-tuaen-.-<igl),  which  stands  on  the 
brow  of  a  wood  about  a  mile  from  tlie  Kyti.iii 
hill,  uuder  which  the  high  road  from  Monnionlh 
to  Coleford  passes,  and  is  contiguous  to  the 
village  of  Staunton.  It  is  a  huge  fragment  of 
conglomerate  or  silicious  grit.  It  stands  on  a 
rocky  bed  on  the  summit  of  a  wood,  and  its  form 
resembles  an  irregular  square  pyramid  inveried, 
standing  upon  its  apex,  lis  circumference  at  the 
top  is  tilty  six  feet,  while  the  front  on  which  it 
rests  is  only  about  three  feet  in  diameter.  The 
<limensions  ot  ihe  Buckstone  are  given  by 
FosBROKE  as  follows  :  "  Height,  ten  feet;  south- 
east side,  sixteen  feet  five  inches;  north  side, 
seventeen  feet;  south-west,  nine  feet;  and  ii8 
south  side,  twelve  leet."  lu  June,  18^5,  thia 
imted  stone  was  upset  from  the  position  it  had 
occupied  for  many  centuries  by  a  party  of  six 
men,  five  belonging  to  the  London  Stjir  Com- 
pany, who  had  performed  at  Monmouth  on  the 
two  previous  evenings,  and  the  other,  Mr. 
Philpotts,  of  the  Agiucourt  Inn,  with  whom  the 
company  had  been  staying.  According  to  their 
own  statement,  they  went  there  like  any  other 
ordinary  visitors  to  see  the  stone.  Two  of  the 
number  clambered  to  the  top,  as  is  generally 
done  by  some  one  or  more  of  every  party  of 
visitors,  though  the  feat  was  by  no  means  an 
easy  one.     While  ou  the  summit,  the  others  com. 
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menced  pushinsr,  to  see  if  the  stone,  as  alleged, 
really  would  rock.  Suddenly  they  were  surprised 
to  see  the  ^arge  mass  of  conglomerate  turn  half 
round  and  next  moment  topple  over  down  the 
hill  the  two  men  on  top  having  just  time  to 
jump  off  and  save  themselves  from  being 
crushed,  as  they  would  have  been  beneath  its 
weif,'ht.  This  was  the  men's  own  version  of  the 
affair,  but  its  truth  was  doubted  by  some,  and 
one  or  two  who  saw  the  broken  portions  affirmed 
that  the  marks  of  a  lever  were  plainly  visible  on 
the  bottom  of  the  stone.  The  weight  of  the 
stone  is  computed  at  forty  tons.  The  top 
stratum,  about  t«o  feet  thick,  lay  about  twenty 
feet  away,  crown  uppermost  ;  the  projecting 
corner  piece  to  the  right,  measuring  eight  feet  by 
eio-ht  feet  five  inches  and  three  feet  six  inches 
thick  fell  a  few  yards  off,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
atone  sixteen  feet  by  seventeen  feet  six  inches 
by  five  ieet  eight  inches,  was  turned  upside  down 
twenty  feet  below,  and  partially  embedded  in  the 
earth.  A  number  of  fragments  lay  scattered 
about  and  several  of  them  were  carried  away  as 
mementoes  by  persons  who  visited  the  place 
after  the  accident. 

The  news  of  the  Buckstoue  being  destroyed 
soon  spread,  the  men's  names  were  taken  by  the 
police,  and  in  a  letter  to  Wr  James  Campbell,  the 
Mayor  drew  the  attention  of  the  Crown  authori- 
ties to  the  matter. 

Great  indignation  was  manifested  at  Mou- 
mniith,  Staunton,  and  throughout  the  Forest 
when  the  event  became  generally  known.  Those 
who  knew  the  Backstone  well,  disbelieved  the 
statement  made  by  the  men. 

The  Mayor  of  Monmoutli  and  others  put 
themselves  in  communication  with  the  Crown 
anthorities,  who  ultimately  detirniined  to 
restore  the  otlobrated  rock  at  the  entire  expense 
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of  the  Crown,  The  iindcrtakiii);  was  ono  of 
great  dinicnlty,  tlie  lin>,'e  inaHs  havii);,'  its  chief 
block,  about  iifty  tons  weight,  turne.l  iipHJilo 
down,  and  partly  buried  in  the  cartli.  The 
enormous  top  slal),  or  stratum,  had  slipped  off 
and  fallen  beyond  the  chi-f  block,  but  right 
side  up.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Son,  slono  con- 
tractors, of  Lambsquay  House,  Goleford,  wito 
appointed  to  carry  out  tiie  work.  Tlie  con- 
tractors erected  two  enormous  cranes  and  a 
powerful  crab  on  the  hill  ahove  the  fallen  rock. 
The  large  baulks  of  timber  were  placed  with 
the  ends  under  the  chief  block,  and  iron  rails 
were  laid  on  these  baulks.  About  nix  tons  of 
chains  were  attached  to  the  chief  block  for  the 
purpose  of  "  skidding"  it  up  to  a  position  for 
turning,  which,  after  a  cousiderable  time,  waa 
accomplished.  The  top  stratum  was  then 
hoisted  adjacent  to  the  chief  stone,  and  the 
large  corner  was  also  brout;hf  to  a  convenient 
position.  This  was  tlio  work  of  months.  A 
plateau  for  the  stone  to  rest  on  was  then  made, 
with  an  enormous  iron  b<r  let  into  t'le  solid 
rock  beneath,  a  bed  of  cement  maile  of  tlieb-'st 
material,  mixed  with  similar  stone  to  the 
Buckstoue  having  been  prepared.  The  top  sUb 
was  then  raised  into  its  position,  being 
cemented  and  cramped  on,  and  ttie  corner  was 
afterwards  affixed  by  the  same  meauH,  the 
result  being  that  the  work  was  completed  in  a 
most  satisfactory  and  highly  creditable  manner. 

Mr.  Heath,  in  bis  historical  and  descriptive 
account  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Mon- 
mouth, published  betweeu  sixty  and  seventy 
years  ago,  in  speaking  of  the  Buokatone,  says  : 
"  The  question  of  Poi)e'8  who  shall  decide  when 
doctors  disagree?  might,  with  great  propnety 
be  applied  to  the  object  under  consideration. 
In  the  course  of  last  summer,  the  writer  nccom- 
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panied  au  iotimate  acquaintance  of  the  gentle- 
man, whose  opinion  he  last  quoted,  to  Buckstone, 
who,  on  viewing  it,  immediately  declared  it 
Druidical,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  among 
the  many  he  had  witnessed.  After  his  curiosity 
had  been  here  gratified,  he  further  observed 
he  would  endeavour  to  find  out  the  place  where 
the  Archdruid  reposed,  which  he  soon  dis- 
covered, on  the  Meend,  at  a  sliort  distance  from 
the  wood,  being  a  large  barrow,  or  mound,  fifty 
yards  long  by  ten  wide,  but  now  much  over- 
grown with  g'orse,  fern,  and  brambles." 

The  late  Mr.  T.  Wakeman,  alluding  to  the 
stone,  says  :  "  It  requires  some  degree  of  force 
to  make  it  vibrate,  and,  therefore,  it  is  con- 
sidered by  some  not  an  '  orthodox  logan  stone.' 
I  don't  know  that  we  need  inquire  about  its 
orthodoxy,  nor  does  the  question,  whether  it  be 
a  production  of  art  or  nature,  or  a  combination 
of  both,  at  all  deteriorate  from  its  merits  as  an 
object  worth  seeing.  It  is  not  disputed,  I 
believe,  that  such  vibrating  rocks,  whether 
artificial  or  natural,  wde  objects  of  veneration 
in  all  countries  where  they  were  found,  and  in 
this  particular  instance  two  rock  basins  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  bearing  evident  tokens 
of  the  hand  of  man,  aSord  tolerably  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  Buckstone  was  no 
exception  to  the  general  rule." 


•j^fc?'^*"^ 
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CPLANSANTFRAED  HOUSE  occupies  a 
y^  pleasiug  eniiueiice,  on  tlie  right  of  the  road 
betweeu  Usk  aud  Abergaveuuy,  aud  corcmauda 
a  view  of  some  of  the  tiuest  sceuery  iu  the 
county,  particularly  the  vale,  through  which 
the  river  USK  winds  its  course ;  bounded  ou 
every  side  by  the  lofty  mountains,  the  landscape 
here  glowing  iu  the  profusion  of  all  its 
beauties. 

This  mansion  is  recorded  in  the  pedigree  of 
the  Herberts  to  have  been  the  residence  of  their 
ancestors  at  a  very  early  period. 

Thomas  ap  Gwillim  ap  Jenkiu,®  of  Perthyie, 
in  the  parish  of  liockfieKl,  two  miles  from 
Monmouth,  who  was  seated  here  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  II.  made  great  additions  to  bia 
fortune,  by  his  marriage  with  Maud,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  John  ^lorlcy,  knight,  Lord  of 
Eagland  Castle,  from  whom  the  present  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  by  the  male  Line,  ia  desceoded. 


*  William  ap  Jeukiu,  called  Herbert  or  Ilirbert, 
possibly  from  his  stature  aud  beauty,  (the  word  ia 
Cambro-Biitish  meaning  tall  and  beautiful).  wa« 
lord  of  Crwerndee  [the  black  cries]  a  short  distance 
from  Abergarenny,  aud  had  four  sous,  the  third  of 
whom,  Howell  ap  Gwilliam,  called  Herbert,  waa 
ancestor  of  the  Jones's  of  Treowen,  Lanaith,  aud 
Clytha ;  Mr.  Jones  of  Lauarth  being  heir-male  of 
the  said  Howell. 

YU. 
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His  son,  Sir  William  Thomas,  by  the  above 
lady,  was  a  distinguished  military  character 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  being  present 
with  his  sovereign  and  countryman  at  the  battle 
of  Azincourt,  in  defence  of  whose  person  he 
lost  his  life,  while  bravely  fighting  by  his  side. 
In  the  person  of  his  son,  William  Herbert,  his 
house  became  ennobled  by  King  Edward  IV. 
who  conferred  on  him  the  dignity  of  Earl  of 
Pembroke. 

On  the  death  of  this  nobleman,  William  his 
son  and  heir  succeeded  to  the  title  ;  but  King 
Edward  IV.  being  desirous  to  dignify  his  son. 
Prince  Edward,  with  the  EarMom  of  Pembroke, 
procured  a  resignation  of  the  same  from  this 
William  ;  and,  ia  lieu  thereof,  created  him 
"Earl  of  Huntingdon."  Which  William  married 
Mary,  the  fifth  sister  and  co-heir  of  Richard 
Woodvflle,  Earl  Elvers,  by  whom  he  had  an 
only  daughter  his  heir,  named  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Sir  Charles  Somerset,  afterwards  created 
Earl  of  Worcester,  and  carried  with  her  the  vast 
possessions  of  her  ancestors  into  this  family, 
with  whose  descendants  ttiey  have  since  con- 
tinued. 

Thus,  says  Mr.  Williams,  "At  a  time,  when 
military  talents  constituted  the  first  claim  to 
honours  and  wealth,  the  family  of  Herbert 
spread  its  branches  and  ramifications  through 
the  whole  of  aucieut  Siluria;  and  in  Monmouth- 
shire, possessed  several  of  the  best  mansions 
and  estates.  But  at  this  time,  there  is  not  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Herbert  in  the  county  ; 
and  the  present  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  family,  which  ruled  it  by  the 
influence  of  extensive  manors,  is  not  the  pro- 
prietor of  an  acre  of  its  land. 

"Such  are  the  vicissitudes  of  a  great  house, 
whose  fortunes  have  been  couaected  with  those 
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of  Courts  ;  while  an  elder  branch  of  the  s.inie 
family  has  retained,  in  tlie  revdIiitionR  of 
centuries,  the  possessions  of  its  anrcs!ors,  under 
the  disadvantafres  of  a  relieion,  which  sieice  tiie 
Eeformation,  has  excluded  it  from  favour, 
interest,  or  protection  at  Court  ;  8up])0sed  to  be 
the  means  of  acquiring  or  preservin<»  estates  in 
families,  through  any  considerable  succession  of 
ages." 

Llansantfraed  having  continued,  for  several 
centuries,  in  a  regular  male  succession,  the  issue 
at  last  ended  in  an  only  daughter,  named  Susan, 
(whose  father's  name  was  Henry,  aii<l  he  the 
son  of  William)  Jones,  by  whose  mnrriage  with 
the  father  of  the  late  John  liickards,  esq.  tiie 
estate  became  his  property. 

It  was  at  one  time  let  to  James  Greene,  esq. 
who  first  improved,  beautified,  and  adorned  the 
mansion  ;  but,  since  his  removal,  added  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Rickards,  the  estate  was  sold  to 
Eichard  Lee,  esq.  of  Lanfoist.  near  Abergavenny, 
father  to  the  Lady  of  John  Jones,  esq.  of 
Lanarth  Court,  and  was  afterwards  occupied  by 
John  .Jone.s,  jun.  esq.  (his  eldest  son),  wlio 
married  Lady  Harriet  Plunkett,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Fiugal,  and  is  now  occupied  by  Major 
Herbert. 


"While  speaking  of  the  Herberts  and  their 
descendants,  the  following  anecdote  of  the 
"Werudee  family  (a  branch  of  that  ilouse)  near 
Abergavennv,  was  communicated  to  the  public 
by  the  late  William  Jones  esq.  of  Clytha,  who 
observed,  "The  old  inhabitants  of  >[onniouth- 
shire  valued  themselves  much  on  account  of 
tlicir  ■Pr^tiiib'cf  I  "  g 


44  LLANSANTFRAED    HOUSE. 

"About  eighty  years  ago  (fhis  account  wag 
writteu  in  1795),  Mr.  Proger,  of  Werndee,  hearing 
from  a  friend  that  he  intended  to  visit  him,  took  a 
ride,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  when  he  expected 
him,  to  Monmouth,  in  order  to  shew  him  the  way 
to  his  house  that  evening.  They  dined  at  Mon- 
mouth ;  but  as  it  rained  hard,  they  were  obliged 
to  stay  there  some  hours  longer  than  they  intended. 
However,  on  its  clearing  up  in  the  evening,  Mr. 
Proger  proposed  setting  out  immediately  ;  to  this 
the  stranger  objected,  it  being  rather  late,  and  he 
was  afraid  it  would  soon  begin  to  rain  again.  As 
to  its  being  late,  replied  Mr.  Proger,  we  shall  have 
moon-light ;  and  if  it  should  happen  to  rain  hard, 
Perthyer  is  but  a  little  way  out  of  our  road,  and 
my  cousin  Powell  will,  I  am  sure,  be  very  ready  to 
give  us  a  night's  lodging.  They  accordingly 
mounted  their  horses  ;  but  had  not  gone  far,  when 
the  rain  began  again  to  pour.  They  therefore  rode 
up  to  Perthyer,  where  they  found  everything  still ; 
in  fact,  it  being  a  long  summer's  evening,  the 
family  were  all  gone  to  bed:  but,  as  Mr.  Proger 
knew  in  what  part  of  the  house  Mr.  Powell  lay,  he 
was  determined  he  should  himself  hear  him,  and 
therefore  shouted  aloud  under  his  chamber  window. 
Mr.  Powell  soon  heard  him,  and  putting  his  head 
out  at  the  window,  asked  '  In  the  name  of  wonder 
what  means  all  this  noise  ?  Who  is  there?'  It  is 
only  your  cousin  Proger  of  Werndee,  who  is  come 
to  your  hospitable  door,  for  shelter  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  and  hopes  you  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  give  him,  and  a  friend  of  his,  a 
night's  lodging.'  '  What,  is  it  you,  cousin  Proger  ? 
You  and  your  friend  shall  be  instantly  admitted  ; 
but  upon  one  condition,  namelv.  That  you  will 
admit  now,  and  never  hereafter  dispute,  that  I  am 
the  head  of  vonr  family.'  '  What  was  that  you 
said  ?'  replied  Mr.  Proger  '  Why,  I  said  that  if 
you  expect  to  pass  the  night  in  ray  house,  you 
must  admit  that  I  am  the  head  of  your  family.' 
*  No,  Sir,  I  never  will  admit  that ;  AYere  it  to  rain 
swords  and  dacrgers.  I  would  ride  tlirough  them 
this  night  to  Werndee.  sooner  than  let  down  the 
tcfn3**ri**'?i>'ie  of  n'(v  frtP'''Vvi  >■>»  "iib"iJt,t<n(»  to  i5iif)h 
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an  ignominious  condition.  Come  up,  Bald  I  coma 
up !'  '  Stop  a  niiinite,  coui-in  Proper  ;  Iibtp  you 
not  often  admitted,  that  the  first  Karl  of  IVmbroke 
(of  the  name  of  TTerbert\  was  a  younger  boh 
of  Perthyer,  and  will  you  oet  yourself  up  above  the 
Earls  of  Pembroke  ?'  •  True  it  i«,  I  must  pive 
place  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  bpcau«e  he  is  a 
Peer  of  the  Realm  ;  but  still,  though  a  IVer,  he  is 
of  the  youngest  branch  of  my  fiimily,  being 
descended  from  the  fourth  son  of  M'erndee,  who 
was  your  ancestor,  and  settled  at  Perthyer,  whereaa 
I  am  descended  from  the  eldest  son.  Indeed,  my 
cousin  Jones  of  Lanarth  is  of  a  branch  of  the 
family  elder  than  you  are ;  and  yet  he  nev^r 
disputes  my  beinjr  the  head  of  the  family.'  '  Well, 
Cousin  Proger.  I  have  nothing  mnre  to  say  :  (Jood 
night  to  you,'  '  Stop  a  minute.  5Ir.  Powell,*  cried 
the  stranger,  '  vou  see  how  it  pours  ;  do  let  me  in 
at  least ;  I  will  not  dispute  with  yon  about  our 
families."  Pray,  Sir,  what  i-»  your  name,  and 
where  do  you  come  from?'  '  My  name  is  so  and 
so  ;  and  I  come  from  such  a  county.'  '  A  Sax^n 
of  course  ;  it  would  indeed  be  very  curi'^us,  Sir, 
were  I  to  di.^pute  with  a  Saion  about  family.  No, 
Sir,  you  must  suffer  for  the  nb-^tinacv  of  your 
friend,  so,  good  uipht  to  you  both  "  Thus  did  the 
folly  of  family  pride  oblige  two  gentlemen  to 
ride  about  twelve  miles  in  a  very  wet  evening. 
— Williams's  "  History  of  Monmouthshire." 


Llansaiitfraed  Church,  which  signifies  the 
Church  of  St.  Brid<,'et,  stands  on  the  demesne 
to  the  Soutli  of  the  man.sion  ;  a  small  edifice, 
consi.sting  only  of  a  nave,  fourteen  yards  loug  by 
four  wide,  with  a  lofty  vaulted  and  ceiled  roof, 
apparently  appropri  ted  (when  erected),  solely  to 
the  family  here  resident. 

Care  having  been  t^ken,  by  Mr.  .Jones's 
ancestors  to  perpetuate  their  memory,  by  mural 
tUdUUnlSuts  and  fl'\t  otonen  \a  th*  Ohutrhj  Ut» 
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■whole  of  the  record  is  nearly  preserved,  from 
the  decease  of  Thomas  Gwilliam  Jenkin,  esq., 
July  8,  1438,  to  that  of  John  Eickards,  esq. 
July   18,    1804,    embracing  a    period   of    four 

HUNDRED   YEARS ! 

The  Living  at  Llansantfraed  is  a  small 
Eectory. 

PERTHYRE, 

Alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  anecdote,  about 
3  miles  from  Monmouth,  on  the  road  for 
Orosmont.  is  a  very  ancient  seat  of  the  Herbert 
family.  It  stands  on  the  right  of  the  present 
patched  bnildiosf ;  but  few  vestiges  of  the 
castellated  mansion  remain,  yet  some  marks  of 
former  mao'niticence  may  be  seen  in  a  long 
vaulted  hall,  with  music  sfallery  at  the  end,  a 
laree  Gothic  window,  with  stone  compartments, 
and  the  massive  oak  beams  of  a  long  passa^'e. 
It  was  surrounded  by  a  moat  and  had  two 
drawbridges,  and  the  extensive  manors  which 
attached  to  this  residence  are  said  to  have 
extended  as  far  as  Ross, 

COLDBROOK. 

This  mansion,  distant  about  midway  between 
Llansantfraed  and  the  town  of  Abergavenny, 
another  residence  of  the  family  of  Herbert,  is 
delishtfully  situated  at  the  base  of  the  Skyrrid 
Vaoh  or  Little  Skyrrid  mountain,  amid  grounds 
beautifully  diversified  and  richly  clothed  with 
oak,  elm,  and  beech.  The  house  is  memorable 
for  having  been  the  residence  of  three  distin- 
guished characters,  viz : — 1,  Sir  Richard  Herbert, 
the  intrepid  soldier  and  flower  of  chivalry,  whose 
exploits  are  recounted  in  our  description  of 
Raglin  Castle  thus  :—"  the  Erie  of  Pembroke 
behaved  himself  like  a  hardy  knin-ht,  and  an 
l»*(^«ffc  »«H.pHnitif  •  l?<it  hii^  b»'^tb''»''  ^^'*'  ^^M^^ni 
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Herbert,  so  valyaunlly  acquited  hlraselfe,  that, 
with  hiss  poll-axe  in  his  hau.l,  as  hia  enemies  did 
afterwards  report,  ho  twice  by  fair  force  pasaed 
through  the  battaile  of  his  adversarit-H,  aud 
without  any  mortal  wound  returned.  If  everye 
Oiie  of  his  fellowes  and  companions  in  arms  had 
done  but  half  theactes  which  he  that  dayc  byhia 
noble  prowess  achieved,  the  Xorthcrno  men  had 
obteyued  neither  safetie  nor  victorie."— (Jkaiton, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  15,  1(3.  (2)  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbuiy, 
who  resided  here  and  at  St.  Julians,  near 
Newport,  and  (3)  Sir  Charles  Hanbury-Williams, 
the  polished  courtier  and  the  voUiry  of  wit,  aud 
companion  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second. 
From  Sir  Charles  it  descended  through  .I<d)ii 
Hanbury-Williams,  Esq.,  tothereccutiy deceased 
Ferdinand  Hanbury-Williams,  Esq.,  antl  to  liis 
sou  Ferdinand  Capel  Haubury-Williams. 

The  original  house  had  a  tower  at  each  angle  ; 
the  north  front,  with  an  elegant  Doric  portico, 
aud  was  erected  by  Sir  Charles  Hanbury- 
Williams. 

"  Coldbrook  House  is  situated  ia  a  beautiful 
woodland,  at  the  base  of  a  hill,  called  the  Little 
Sl<irrid,  in  the  Cambro-British,  Skyrryd  Vach. 
Though  the  summits  of  all  the  little  undulations  of 
the  eround  command  beautiful  views,  the  house  is  a 
retired  object;  and  though  it  has  somecircumgtsncea 
tending  to  magnificence  when  examined,  the  first 
idea.",  on  approachinij  it,  are  those  of  solitude  aud 
simplicity.  The  imagination  is  not  diverted  from 
the  soothing  notion  of  a  retreat,  by  any  trinkets 
scattered  around ;  and  hardly  any  collattTnl  circum- 
stances, in  the  paths  and  stations  of  the  paddock, 
disagree  with  the  general  character.  The  present 
condition,  and  even  the  furniture,  are  nearly  the 
tame  as  they  were  left  by  the  late  Sir  C.  Hanbury- 
AVilliams,  whose  characteristic  was  the  love  of 
pleasure.  Some  of  the  pictures,  and  a  few  culinary 
dispositions,  arc  the  principal  indications  of  the  man  ; 
for  tho  sober  aud  temperate  disposition  of  the  place 
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remaioB,  and  even  vanity  has  left  it  simple,  elegant, 
and  free  from  ostentation." — Williams's  Monmouth' 
shire. 

TEE-OWEN. 

A  noble  mansion  of  the  Herberts,  who  had  so 
often  influenced  and  directed  the  events  of  Mon- 
mouthshire, is  situated  near  Monmouth.  The 
house  is  derived  from  the  Welch,  and  is  said  to 
signify  Owen's  House. 

The  late  William  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Clytha,  who 
was  descended  from  the  proprietors  of  this  place, 
furnished  a  pedigree  of  his  family  (inserted  in 
Mr.  Williams's  History  of  Monmouthshire), 
from  King  Henry  I. — 1100 — down  to  himself 
and  nephew,  John  Jones,  esq.,  of  Lanarth 
Court,  near  Abergavenny,  in  whose  possession  it 
now  remains.  The  last  of  the  family,  that  made 
it  a  residence,  was  Sir  Philip  Jones,  knt.,  lieut.- 
colonel  of  the  troops  raised  in  Monmouthshire 
for  King  Charles  I.  This  gentleman,  his  lady, 
and  family,  were  in  Ragland  Castle  with  the 
Marquis  of  Worcester  when  it  surrendered  to 
the  Parliament  forces, — since  which  time  it 
appears  to  have  been  tenanted  by  farmers,  who 
rented  the  estate. 

It  occupies  a  commanding  situation,  being 
placed  on  the  top  of  a  ridgy  hill,  from  whence 
are  surveyed  some  of  the  most  interesting 
scenes  of  Monmouthshire. 

Over  the  entrance  of  the  chief  front  is  placed 
a  square  stone,  charged  with  the  armorial 
bearings  of  nine  different  noblemen  and  other 
characters,  formerly  of  high  rank  in  this 
county. 

A  correspondent  dignity  pervaded  the  whole 
of  the  interior.  A  staircase,  two  yards  wide, 
consisting  of  seventy-two  steps,  with  worm 
balustrades,  each  near  twelve  inches  in  circum- 
ference, the  hewels  on  the  quarter  spaces  two 
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feet  round,  the  whole  of  solid  oak,  which  Htill 
remaius  perfect,  led  to  the  bed  chambers,  which, 
taken  altogether,  staiula  uurivalied  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  the  kitchen  is  of  such  a  height, 
that  the  occupier  is  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 

LONQ  LADDER  tO  take  the   DELICIOUS   OAMMUN    oll" 

the  hooks  on  which  it  is  suspended. 

ST.   JULIA^TS. 

Another  example  of  an  Elizabethan  mansion 
is  that  of  St.  Julians,  situate  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  Usk,  about  midway  between  Caerleon 
and  Newport.  The  place  is,  however,  chiefly 
noted  as  being  the  residence  of  the  famous  Lord 
Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  remembered  as  well  for 
his  ingenuity,  as  for  his  valour  and  vanity.  Lord 
Herbert  married  in  1598  the  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Herbert,  a  direct  descendant  from  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  thus  became  possessed 
of  this  estate. 

The  first  of  the  Herbert  family  seated  at  St. 
Julians  was  Sir  George  Herbert,  third  son  of 
William  Herbert,  first  Earl  of  Pembroke.  He 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  liichard  Croft, 
and  had  three  children,  viz.,  Lettice  (who  married 
John  Morgan,  of  Tredegar),  William,  and  Walter, 
the  eldest,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Morgan,  of  Peucoed.  In  memory  of  this 
Walter  Herbert  there  is  an  altar  tomb  in  tlie 
so>.ith  aisle  of  St.  Woolos  Church.  He  had  two 
daughters  and  three  sons,  of  whom  Miles  lived  at 
Crindau,  George  at  Newport,  ami  William  at 
St.  Julians.  William  was  the  eldest,  and  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Griffiths,  of 
Anglesea.  Their  son  William,  afterwards  Sir 
William  Herbert,  married  Florence,  daughter 
of  William  Morgan,  Llantarnam.  Sir  William 
died  in  1592,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Mary, 
who  married  Lord  Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  as  above 
stated. 

YUI 
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He  became  possessed  of  this  seat  in  1599. 
Lord  Herbert  has  been  thus  described  : — "  The 
historical,  the  philosophical,  the  right  whimsical 
peer  :  a  man  at  once  and  together  the  negociator, 
the  scholar,  statesman,  soldier,  the  genius  and 
absurdity  of  his  time  and  nation."  He  was  the 
most  handsome  man  living  in  the  days  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  especially  favoured 
by  that  monarch  ;  was  particularly  noticed  by 
Anne  of  Austria,  and  was  so  regarded  by  Anne 
of  Denmark,  that  it  excited  the  jealousy  of  her 
husband,  James  the  First. 

Edward  Herbert,  first  Lord  Cherbury,  was  the 
fourth  male  in  lineal  descent  from  Sir  Richard 
Herbert,  of  Colebrook,  knight.  The  estate  of 
Colebrook  was  inherited  by  Sir  William  Herbert, 
the  eldest  son,  and  continued  in  possession  by  his 
line.  Sir  Eichard  Herbert,  the  second  sou,  was 
steward  ot  the  Lords  Marchers  of  North  Wales, 
and  resided  at  Montgomery  Castle,  where  his 
descendants  principally  lived.  His  great  grand- 
son, who  resided  at  St.  Julians  was  !>on  of 
Eichard  Herbert,  and  Magd^den  Newport,  of 
High  Ercall,  in  Shropshire,  born  in  1581,  at 
Eytoii,  in  the  same  county.  He  contracted 
marriage  with  the  heiress  of  St.  Julians,  and 
thereby  became  possessed  of  the  estate.  He 
was  veiy  assiduous  in  learning  all  bodily  exercises 
except  dancing,  for  which  he  says  he  could  not 
find  leisure,  "  employing  his  mind  always  in 
acquiring  some  more  useful  accomplishment." 
At  eighteen  he  quitted  Oxford,  and  either  resided 
with  his  mother,  in  London,  or  at  Montgomery 
castle,  till  he  attained  the  age  of  tiventy-one.  In 
1608,  his  wife  and  he  disagreeing,  he  visited 
foreign  courts,  traversing  France,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  Italy.  He  died  in  his  house  in 
Queen's-street,  August  2,  1648,  aged  67,  and  was 
buried  in  tiie  chancel  of  St.  Giles-in-the-fields, 
The  eatate  of  St.  Julians  and  the  title  of  liarou 
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Herbert  of  Cherbury  continued  in  hia  cle«c«bdanta 
until  die  extinction  of  the  male  liuo  by  the  dfalh 
of  his  grandson  Henry,  who,  dyinp  wiihout  itwue, 
left  his  estate  to  hia  nephew,  FranciH  HitImti, 
son  of  his  sister  Floreutia,  by  Hichard  lierU'rl 
of  Oakley  park.  The  estate  was  iiiherile<l  by 
his  son,  Henry  Arthur  Herbert,  crealt-d  lUruu 
Herbert  of  Cherbury  in  1743.  Having  espoused 
Barbara,  niece  and  heiress  of  William  Herbert, 
last  Marquis  of  Powis,  he  was,  in  174M,  mined  to 
the  Earldom  of  Powis.  The  estate  of  St.  Juliana 
was  purchased  from  the  late  earl  by  Mr.  Van, 
of  Llauwerne  ;  it  descended  with  other  property 
to  his  daughter  Katharine,  wife  of  Sir  liobert 
Salusbury,  and  was  afterwards  sold  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

The  building  has  been  reduced  from  its  original 
size.  The  inside  contains  some  remains  of 
former  magnificence.  The  chapel  of  St.  Julius 
stood  near  to  the  mansion,  and  its  remains  .are 
used  as  a  barn. 

That  this  William  Herbert  had  no  mean  opinion 
of  himself  and  his  family,  the  following  letter  will 
shew,  and  its  jjerusal  amuse  the  readers.  It  is 
addressed  to  a  Mr.  Morgan,  but  of  what  place 
does  not  appear  : — 

Sir'— Peruse  this  letter  in  God's  name.  Be  not 
disquieted.  I  reverence  your  hoary  hair.  Although 
iu  your  sou  I  find  too  much  folly  and  lewdncas.yet 
in  you  I  expect  gravity  and  wisdom.  It  hath 
pleased  your  son  late  at  Bristol  to  delircr  • 
challenge  to  a  man  of  mine  on  the  behalf  of  a 
gentleman,  (as  he  said)  "  as  good  as  myself  "—who 
he  was  he  named  not,  neither  do  I  know  ;  but  if 
he  be  as  good  as  myself,  it  must  be  either  for 
virtue,  for  birth,  for  ability,  or  for  calling  and 
dignity ;  for  virtue  I  think  he  meant  not.  f-T  it  is  a 
thing  which  exceeds  his  judgment ;  if  for  birth,  he 
must  be  the  heir  male  of  an  earl,  the  heir  in  blooj 
of  ten  earls,  for  in  testimony  thereof  I  bear  their 
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several  coats.  Besides,  he  must  be  of  the  blood 
royal,  for  by  my  grandmother  Devereux  I  am 
lineally  and  legitimately  descended  out  of  the  body 
of  Edward  IV.  If  for  ability  he  must  have  a 
thousand  pounds  a  year  in  possession,  a  thousand 
pounds  more  in  expectation,  and  must  have  some 
thousands  in  substance  besides.  If  for  calling  and 
dignity,  he  must  be  knight,  a  lord  of  several 
seigniories  in  several  kingdoms  ;  a  lieutenant  of  his 
county  ;  and  a  councillor  of  a  province. 

Now  to  lay  all  circumstances  aside,  be  it  known 
to  your  son,  or  to  any  man  else,  that  if  there  be  any 
one  who  beareth  the  name  of  gentleman,  and  whose 
words  are  of  reputation  in  his  country,  that  doth 
say  or  dare  say  that  I  have  done  unjustly,  spoken 
an  untruth,  stained  my  credit  and  reputation  in 
this  matter,  or  in  any  matter  else,  wherein  your 
8on  is  exasperated,  I  say  he  lieth  in  his  throat,  and 
my  sword  shall  maintain  my  word  upon  him,  in 
any  place  or  province,  wheresoever  he  dare,  and 
where  I  stand  not  sworn  to  keep  the  peace.  But  if 
there  be  such  as  are  within  my  governance,  and 
over  whom  I  have  authority,  I  will  for  their  refor- 
mation chastise  them  with  justice,  and  for  their 
malapert  misdemeanor  bind  them  to  their  good 
behaviour.  Of  this  sort  I  account  your  son,  and 
his  like ;  against  whom  I  will  shortly  issue  my 
warrant,  if  this  my  warning  does  not  reform  him. 

I  am,  &c., 

William    Herbert. 

Churchyard,  after  writing  of  the  creation  of 
William,  first  Earl  of  Pembroke,  thus  speaks  of 
the  writer  of  the  above  letter  : — 

And  thou  my  knight,  that  art  his  heir  in  blood, 

Through  lordship,  land,  and  Raglan's  stately  towers, 
A  female  heir,  and  force  of  fortune's  flood 

Have  thee  bereft,  yet  bearest  his  fruits  and  flowers  : 
His  armes,  his  name,  his  faith,  and  mind  are  thine 
By  nature,  nurture,  art,  and  gi-ace  divine. 
On  seas  and  lands,  these  move  thee  pains  to  take 
For  God,  for  fame,  for  thy  swoet  sovereign's  sake. 
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Shortly  after  I  was  sent  agaiu  to  my  ttudiea  at 
Oxford,  where  I  hud  not  boon  lonR,  but  that  an 
overture  for  a  match  with  the  dau^'hter  and  h<ir<.f 
Sir  WiUiam  Herbert  of  St.  Julian's  was  miuJe.  the 
occasion  thereof  was  this :— Sir  William  Herbert 
being  heir  malo  to  the  old  Earl  of  Tombrokc  abi>»o 
mentioned  by  a  younf];er  sou  of  his  (for  the  ehlciit 
son  had  a  daughter  who  carried  away  those  jjrcat 
possessions  the  Earl  of  Worcester  now  holds  in 
Monmouthshire,  as  I  said  before),  having  one  only 
daughter  surviving,  made  a  will  by  which  he 
estated  all  his  possessions  in  Monmouthshire  and 
Ireland  upon  his  said  daughter  upon  C(niditioii  she 
married  one  of  the  surname  of  Herbert,  otherwise 
the  said  laud  to  descend  to  the  heirs  male  of  the 
said  William,  and  his  daughter  to  have  only  • 
small  portion  out  of  the  lauds  he  had  in  Anglo>e* 
and  Carnarvonshire ;  his  lands  being  thus  settled 
Sir  William  died  shortly  afterwards.  His  daughter 
and  heir,  called  Mary,  continued  unmarried  till  she 
was  one  and  twenty.  About  this  time  I  hat]  attiiined 
the  age  of  fifteen,  and  a  match  at  last  being  pro- 
posed, yet  notwithstanding  the  di^'parity  of  years  be- 
twixt us,  upon  the  eight  and  twentieth  of  February, 
1598, 1  espoused  her. 

By  the  marriage  the  Monmouthshire  e.stat«*«, 
in  accordance  with  the  will,  passed  to  I-ord 
Herbert,  If  the  lady  had  remained  unmarried 
or  had  manned  a  person  witli  other  name  th.m 
Herbert,  the  property  would  have  passed  to  the 
family  of  her  father's  uncle,  Miles  Herbert,  of 
Criadau. 

The  greater  part  of  the  next  ten  years  of  his 
life  he  prub.ibly  spent  at  St.  Julians  pursuitig 
the  studies  which  he  loved,  and  enjoying  the 
pleasures  of  a  quiet  country  life,  alternated  with 
an  occasional  resort  to  and  an  indulgence  iu  the 
gaiety  of  Elizabeth's  court.  Between  1611  and 
1614  he  was  agaiu  at  ^t.  .Julians,  and  in  his 
autobiography  he  relates  that  during  that  jKrio*!, 
ou  a  journey  from  thence  to  Abergavenny,  bia 
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servant  attending  him  fell  into  the  river  Usk, 
and  he  was  rescued  by  him  from  drowning.  In 
1614  he  was  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  an  incident 
is  related  of  a  visit  to  a  monastery  there  with  Sir 
Charles  Mor^^au. 

King  James  having  occasion  to  send  an  am- 
bassador to  France  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
the  alliance  between  the  two  kingdoms,  Sir 
Edward  Herbert  was  chosen  among  eighteen 
persons  deemed  fittest  for  that  appointment,  and 
the  King  approved  him  without  the  smallest 
hesitation,  and  the  first  knowledge  he  had  of  the 
nomination  was  on  being  saluted  ambassador  to 
France  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council.  He 
remained  English  plenipotentiary  abroad  for 
many  years,  and  it  is  not  certain  at  what  period 
he  afterwards  resided  at  St.  Julians. 

In  1625  he  was  made  an  Irish  baron  by  King 
James,  and  in  1631  was  raised  to  an  English 
peerage  by  the  title  of  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury, 
in  Shropshire. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  disputes  between 
Charles  I.  and  the  House  of  Commons,  he  took 
an  active  part  on  the  side  of  the  sovereign.  For 
the  spirit  he  displayed  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  for  his  manly  defence  of  the  King,  in 
opposition  to  some  violent  resolutions  moved  by 
Lord  Kimbolton  and  adopted  by  the  House,  he 
was  committed  to  the  custody  of  Black  Rod. 
Being  released,  and  having  obtained  permission 
to  retire  into  the  country  for  his  health,  he 
instantly  joined  the  King  at  York.  Not  long 
afterwards  he  changed  his  party  from  a  conviction 
of  the  weakness  and  divisions  of  the  King's 
counsels  rather  than  from  motives  of  patriotism. 
He  was  subsequently  a  great  sufferer  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  Royalists,  and  in  1644  the  Bigh 
Commission  granted  him  satisfaction  for  the 
demolition  of  Montgomery  Castle.     He  was  now 
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advanced  in  years,  whicli  was  prohaMy  the  caniie, 
that  with  his  military  prowess  and  daring'  spirit 
he  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  civil  warn. 
He  died  at  his  house,  Qiieeu-street,  London,  aged 
68,  and  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Giles 
Church.  There  are  many  iuterestinj;  passages  in 
hia  life. 

Little  of  tlie  oriiiinal  buildinR  of  St.  Julians  is 
now  to  be  seen,  the  alterations  etfected  during 
the  last  few  years  havinrj  almost  obliteniled  what 
was  left  of  the  old  pile.  The  arms  of  the 
Herberts,  engraved  in  stone,  is  still  preserved. 
The  house  is  now  the  property  of  the  executors 
of  the  late  Joseph  Firbank,  Ksq ,  who  pur- 
chased the  property  from  the  present  Duke  of 
Beaufort. 


In  the  Life  of  Lord  Herbert  of  ('herl>ury,  writton  bj 
himself,  is  the  following  accouat  of  bis  l>eing  appoinlod 
Ambassador  of  France  :— 

"  Before  I  came  wholly  out  of  my  sickuow,  Sir 
George  Villic rs,  afterwards  Duko  of  Buckingham,  c»me 
into  the  king's  favour.  This  cavalier  meeting  me 
accidentally  at  the  Lady  Slanhnpe's*  house,  came  to 
me,  and  told  rae  he  had  hearil  so  much  of  my  wurth.  at 
he  would  think  himself  happy  if  by  hi-i  credit  with  the 
king,  be  coul  1  do  me  any  service.  I  humbly  tliankoii 
him,  but  told  him  that  for  the  present  I  had  Deed  of 
nothing  so  much  as  of  health,  but  that  if  ever  I  bod 
ambition,  I  should  take  the  boldness  to  make  my 
address  by  him. 

"I  was  no  so'^ner  perfectly  recovered  of  thw  long 
sickuess,  but  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  myself  ro8oiT0<l  to 
raise  two  regiments  for  the  service  of  the  Venoliana. 
While  we  were  making  ready  for  tiiis  journey,  the  kiDg 
having  an  occusi on  to  sond  an  ambassador  into  France, 
required  Sir  (ieorge  Villiers  to  present  him  with  the 
names  of  the  fittest  men  for  that  employment  that  ho 
knew  ;  whereupon  eighteen  names,  among  which  mine 
was,  being  written  in  a  paper,  were  presente.!  to  him. 
The  king  presently  chose  me,  yet  so  as  he  deairaJ  nrat 

*  Catherine,  daughter  of  F'rancis  L<ird  Uastins*.  fl^*  *<{• 
of  Philip,  Lord  biauhoi)C,  afterwards  crcaUd  fcarl  oi 
Chesterlicld. 
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to  hare  the  approbation  of  his  Privy  Council,  who,  con. 
firming  His  Majesty's  choice,  sent  a  messenger  to  my 
house  among  gardens,  near  the  Old  Exchange,  requiring 
me  to  come  presently  to  them ;  myself  little  knowing 
then  the  honour  intended  me,  asked  the  messenger 
whether  I  had  done  any  fault,  that  the  lords  sent  for  me 
80  suddenly  ;  wishing  him  to  tell  the  lords  that  I  was 
going  to  dinner,  and  would  afterwards  attend  them. 

"I  had  scarce  dined,  when  another  messenger  was 
sent ;  this  made  me  hasten  to  Whitehall,  where  I  was 
no  sooner  come,  but  the  lords  saluted  me  by  the  name 
of  Lord  Ambassador  of  France.  I  told  their  lordships 
thereupon,  that  I  was  glad  it  was  no  worse,  and  that  I 
doubted,  that  by  their  speedy  sending  for  me,  some 
complaint,  though  false,  might  be  made  against  me. 

"My  first  commission  was  to  renew  the  oath  of 
alliance  betwixt  the  two  crowns,  for  which  purpose  I 
was  extraordinary  ambassador,  which  being  done,  I  was 
to  reside  there  as  ordinary.  I  had  received  now  about 
six  or  seven  hundred  pounds  towards  the  charges  of  my 
journey,  and  locked  it  in  certain  coffers  in  my  house, 
when,  the  night  following,  about  one  of  the  clock,  I 
could  hear  divers  men  speak  and  knock  at  the  door,  in 
that  part  of  the  house  where  none  did  lie  but  myself, 
my  wife,  and  her  attendants  ;  my  servants  being  lodged 
in  another  house  not  far  off.  As  soon  as  I  heard  the 
noise,  I  suspected  presently  they  came  to  rob  me  of  my 
money  ;  howsoever,  I  thought  fit  to  rise,  and  go  to  tho 
window,  to  know  who  they  were. 

"The  first  word  I  heard  was,  'Barest  thou  come 
down,  Welshman?'  which  I  no  sooner  heard,  but, 
taking  a  sword  in  one  hand,  and  a  little  target  in  the 
other,  I  did  in  my  shirt  run  down  the  stairs,  open  the 
doors  suddenly,  and  charged  ten  or  twelve  of  them  with 
that  fury  that  they  ran  away,  some  throwing  away  their 
halberts,  others  hurting  their  fellows,  to  make  them  go 
faster  in  a  narrow  way  they  were  to  pass  ;  in  which  dis- 
ordered manner  I  drove  them  to  the  middle  of  the 
street  by  the  Exchange,  where,  finding  my  bare  feet 
hurt  by  the  stones  I  trod  on,  I  thought  fit  to  return 
home,  and  leave  them  to  their  flight.  My  servants, 
hearing  the  noise,  by  this  time  were  got  up.  and 
demanded  whether  I  would  have  them  pursue  those 
rogues  that  fled  away  ;  but  I  answering  that  I  thought 
they  were  out  of  their  reach,  we  returned  home 
together." 


^^e^^^^-^ 


lonmoutlisMre  in  1800, 

/giQN  1795,  Mr.  Charles  Heath,  Bookseller,  of 
^^^1  Monmouth,  wrote  and  printed  several 
^^^^  publications  descriptive  of  noteworthy 
persons  and  places  in  Munniouthshire,  Here- 
fordshire and  Gloucestershire,  and  gave  a  gra- 
phic account  of  the  course  of  the  River  Wye. 

As  these  pamphlets  contain  much  to  interest 
antiquarians  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  thia 
county,  we  purpose  to  select  some  the  most  in- 
teresting articles  and  introduce  them  in  the 
present  work,  as  the  pamphlets  alluded  to  are 
now  scarce,  and  only  possessed  by  few  jn-rsons. 

He  collected  many  valuable  materials  con- 
nected with  the  "Man of  Ross,"  whose  memoirs 
he  states  "  were  snatched  from  the  oblivious 
grasp  of  time— all  my  informants  having  since 
retired  to  the  silent  tomb  ;  and  no  individual  ia 
now  living,  who  jjossesses  the  least  knowledge  of 
his  person  or  manners  ;  neither  were  the  public 
before  acquainted  with  the  pedigree  of  his  fa- 
mily." Alike,  little  was  known  of  Courtfield, 
even  though  immortalized  for  being  the  nuracry 
of  Henry  V. 

The  collections  passed  through  many  editions 
and  in  1826,  Mr.  Heath  writes  /'Thirty-five 
years  have  passed  away  since  I  appeared  l>efore 
the  public  as  the  author  of  these  vCollectiona  ; 
and  though  the  scenes  they  attempt  to  describe 
might  be  supposed  to  have  .lost  .that  ^freshness 
they  at  first  excited,  from  having  by  long  resi- 
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dence,  become  familiar  to'the^eye,  I  assure  the 
reader  they  continue  to  possess  an  equal  portion 
of  interest  over  my  mind,  as  on  the  day  I  first 
began  to  reduce  the  diversified    subjects    into 

form." 

. ^. 

CHAPTER  I. 

We  will  commence  our  carriage  excursion  by 
a  Turnpike  Road  of  Ten  Miles  through  Trelleck 
from 

MONMOUTH   TO   TINTERN   ABBEY. 

' '  The  face  of  this  country  embraces  such 
an  infinite  variety  of  attractive  objects,  that 
every  approach  from  Monmouth  to  Tintern  un- 
veils an  unceasing  source  ot  intellectual  enjoy- 
ment, and  will  well  reward  the  observant  stran- 
ger, whichever  way  soever  he  may  adopt  for  his 
course,  whether  by  water  or  by  land,  from 
hence  to  the  venerable  Abbey. 

On  leaving  Monmouth  we  dash  down  Mon- 
now  street,  and  making  an  abrupt  turn  to  the 
left  at  St.  Thomas's  church,  (a  relique  of  Saxon 
architecture)  enter  the  public  road  to  those 
places  from  whence  we  obtain  the  most  beauti- 
ful views  of  the  town,  fronted  by  Chippenham, 
and  surrounded  by  the  two  rivers  which  unite 
their  streams  at  the  extremity  of  this  extensive 
meadow. 

After  passing  Troy  House,  a  fine  old  seat  be- 
longing to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  inhabited  by 
Arthur  Wyatt,  Esq.  his  grace's  steward,  we  pro- 
ceed, for  near  two  miles,  up  an  ascent,  called 
Lydart  hill  ;  but  the  eye  of  the  ti-aveller  will  be 
amused  the  whole  of  the  way  by  tlie  scenery 
which  it  overlooks,  rendered  more  interesting 
by  each  progressive  step  ;  and  when  he  gains  the 
summit,  hours  might  be  enjoj^ed  in  the  summer 
season,  in  contemplating  the  captivating  land- 
scape spread  before  him,   formed  by  the  rich 
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vales  and  eminences  of  MuniuouthBluro   t«nni- 
n;itetl  by  tlio  Wolch   niountaiju. 

Lydart  HorsE,  the  pn)perty  of  T.  Oakley,  e«q. 
occupies  a  pleasing  situation  on  the  81<>|h»  of  thu 
hill,  and  opposite  is  Wonjustow,  tho  mansion  of 
T.  Swinnerton,  estj.  of  Butterton  Hall,  Stnflord- 
shire,  now  the  occasional  residence  of  his  ton- 
in-law,   Sir  William  Pilkington,  hart. 

As  we  ascend  what  John  Hunyan  would  term 
"  Hill  Ditticulty,"  we  will  explain  the  cause  of 
its  continuance. 

The  good  sense  of  tho  CommissinnerB  of  the 
Turnpike  Trust  intended  under  tho  Trellech 
Inclosure  Act  then  before  Parliament,  to  divest 
this  rise  of  its  toil,  alike  to  man  an<l  beast,  by 
laying  down  a  new,  as  will  as  a  more  i>ikk<t, 
line  of  communication  with  the  many  verj'  valu- 
able farms  in  that  populous  district,  which  was 
to  be  taken  through  the  fields  below  Lydart 
House,  to  Mr.  Prosser's  farm,  and  end  at  the 
Gawket,  a  small  cottage  at  the  extremity  of 
Mitchel-Troy  Common. 

But  this  measure,  though  of  such  acknow- 
ledged public  utility,  wjia  most  successfully 
opposed  by  the  then  proprietor  of  the  estate, 
before  he  sold  it  to  ^Ir.  Oakley,  which  has 
ultimatelj'  produced  a  road,  by  the  side  of  tho 
river  Wye,  as  will  render  property  of  very 
little  comparative  value  to  what  it  would  have 
been,  had  the  line  been  carried  through  tho 
land  the  Commissioners  marked  for  that  i)uqxi«e. 
All  the  carriages  of  tlie  nobUity  and  gentry 
passed  throui;h  the  village  of  Trellech  toTintem 
and  Chepstow,  which  gave  it  an  air  of  great 
cheerfulness — none  of  which  will  now  be  seen, 
except  such  as  curiosity  might  prompt  to  view 
the  scenes  here  described,  for  they  will  be  able 
to  reach  Tintern  by  the  new  ri)ad  with  more 
ease,  and  in  less  time,  than  they  will  arrive  at 
Trellech,  under  its  present  arduous  aacent. 

A* 


4      THE  FIRST  PRIVATE  CARRIAGE  AT  MONMOUTH. 

Mr.  Burgh  (steward  to  the  duke  of  Beaufort), 
who  resided  at  Troy  House,  was  one  of  the 
first  gentlemen  who  kept  a  carriage  at 
Monmouth,  according  to  Mr.  J.  Evans,  who 
furnished  me  with  the  anecdote.  Mr.  Burgh 
was  daily  surrounded  by  a  fine  family  of  ten 
children  (five  of  each  sex),  who  had  arrived  at 
men  and  women's  estate,  and  always  attended 
their  parents  to  church  on  a  Sunday  at 
Monmouth  ;  whose  appearance,  added  to  the 
coach,  attracted  an  equal  number  of  spectators 
at  the  church  gates,  as  now  assemble  to  witness 
the  judges  and  sheriflF  at  the  county  assizes  on 
that  day. 

The  voiTURE  resembled  a  medern  stage 
waggon,  being  not  only  extremely  bulky,  but 
was  also  encumbered  with  a  large  boot  in  front, 
capable  of  containing  the  baggage  and  provisions 
of  a  family  for  a  long  journey.  While  in  oflice, 
he  formed  the  present  road  from  the  Cinder-hill 
turnpike  to  Troy  Lodge  (at  that  time  belonging 
to  the  adjoining  meads),  for  the  convenience  of 
his  own  carriage,  going  to  and  coming  from 
Monmouth. 

Instead  of  passing  through  the  above 
turnpike,  we  followed  the  narrow  lane,  on  the 
right  hand,  leading  to  Port  Mahon,  and 
descended  the  hill  commanicating  with  the  road 
at  Trothy-bridge.  From  hence  we  proceeded 
along  the  present  line  of  communication,  which 
obtained  the  name  of  Lydart  causeway,  a 
rough  stone  road,  for  the  accommodation  of 
pedestrian  passengers.  Like  the  generality  of 
other  roads,  this  was  a  barbarous  hollow  way,  six 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  through 
which  the  traveller  had  to  wade,  bemired  in 
clay,  till  he  gained  the  summit  of  this  tedious 
eminence  at  Penalt." 
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PENALT    COMMON, 

"A  large  tract  of  country  lately  inclosed, — on 
which,  near  the  road  side,  and  within  a  nmall 
square,  are  Five  Troos,  so  placed,  to  mark  tho 
junction  of  tliis  parish  with  those  of  Trellech, 
Cwmcarvon,  and  Mitchel-Troy,  tho  tifth  tree 
being  the  central  point.  A  public  house,  called 
"the  Gawket"  (which  name  tho  place  itill 
bears),  adjoined  it,  where  the  magistrates  held 
their  meetings ;  but,  from  falling  into  ruins, 
have  since  been  removed  to  Trellech.  At  a 
short  distance  from  hence,  on  the  left,  fn>ntcd 
by  a  long  range  of  stately  trees,  is  tho  Arisobd, 
a  fine  old  manor  house,  formerly  the  property 
and  residence  of  the  Proberts,  of  wliich  family 
Was  the  judge  of  that  name,  —  but  lato  of 
Richard  Morgan,  esq.  since  whose  death  it  hat 
been  occupied  by  a  farmer,  who  rents  tho  estate 

This  place  which  was  surrounded  by  a  fino 
and  extensive  Common,  lately  enchmed,  is  cele- 
brated for  the  production  of  Breccia,  or  Prn- 
DING  Stone,  fonned  more  or  less  comjjact.  Very 
excellent  mill-.stones  are  cut  in  dove-tailed  burrs, 
which  millers  pronounce  equal  to  the  valuable 
French  stones  ;  and  the  surrounding  counties 
are  also  supplied  with  cider  mills  from  tho 
quarries  of  5lr.  William  Williams  of  this  |)arish. 

A  very  tine  specimen  of  the  CoRM'  Ammom.s, 
found  in  a  quarry  at  this  place,  was  in  tho  pos- 
session of  the  late  Mr.  Duberley,  of  Monmouth. 
Such  productions  are  rather  rare  in  this  king- 
dom, being  more  generally  met  with  in  the  West 
Indies.  Before  the  inclosnro  took  place,  there 
stood  on  the  Common  a  large  Oak  Tree  sur- 
rounded by  a  stone  seat.  There  was  a  custom, 
that  when  a  corpse  was  bnjught  by,  on  its  way 
to  church  for  interment,  it  was  here  rested,  and 
the  attendants  sung  a  psalm." 

Sir  Richard  C.  Hoare,  bart. ,  has  added,  as  a 
note  to  the  following  obser^-ation, — "At  eleven, 
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in  the  church  of  Gascom,  is  a  portable  Bell, 
called  Bangu,  and  is  said  to  have  belonged  to 
St.  David.  " 

*'  Bangu  was  a  Hand-bell,  kept  in  all  the  Welch 
churches,  during  the  times  of  Popery,  which  the 
Clerk  or  Sexton  took  to  the  house  of  the  deceased  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral ;  when  the  nrot'epsion  began, 
a  Psalm  was  sung  ;  the  hellmtin  then  sounded  Lis 
bell  in  a  solemn  manner  for  some  time,  till  auother 
Psalm  was  concluded  ;  and  asrain  he  souuded  it  at 
intervals  till  the  fuueral  arrived  at  the  Church. 
The  Bangu  was,  at  this  period,  deemed  sicred: 
■which  accounts  for  the  superstitious  attributes 
given  it  by  Giraldus.  Thi-i  ancient  custom  pre- 
vailed till  lately  at  Caerleon,  in  Monmouthshire,  a 
bell  of  the  same  kind  being  carried  about  the  streets. 
and  sounded  just  before  the  interment  of  h.  corpse, 
and  some  old  people  now  living,  remember  the  cere- 
monv  to  have  prevailed  in  m^ny  oiher  places." 

"  The  communication  of  this  place  with  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  country,  is  kept  open  by  means 
of  a  ferry  boat,  which  conveys  over  both  horse 
and  passengers. 

TRELLECH 

Is  a  very  ancient  as  well  as  extensive  parish, 
situate  in  the  upper  division  of  the  hundred  of 
Ragland,  about  live  miles  from  Monmouth,  and 
contains  several  vestiges  of  high  antiquity  ; 
which,  fortunately  for  the  man  of  observation, 
are  now  to  be  inspected  with  the  utmost  ease 
and  facility. 

A  skilful  etymologist  says,  this  place  derives 
its  name  either  from  Tbe-lech,  the  town  of 
STONES, — or  Tri-lech,  or  Tair-llech,  the  three 
STONES, — to  each  of  which  ideas  it  correctly 
applies  Doctor  Griffin,  of  Hadnock,  thus 
mentions  it,  in  Mr.  Williams's  history  of  the 
county  : 

"Trillbch,  which,  in  Celtic,  signifies  three 
•'  stones ;    three    stones,     apparently      Druid, 
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"remain  eioct  in  a  lioltl  adjoining.  Torovail, 
"  kiiii^  of  (iwent,  jjiivo  Trillec  to  I^juidalf.  Thi* 
"  kill-,'  is  supposed  to  bo  tlio  Tariiiniail  of  tho 
".Saxon  annals,  slain  at  Dcorliaui  in  r»77.  Tlie 
"  donation  appeal's  to  havo  been  niadu  under 
"  one  of  the  tliieo  Hrst  bisliopsof  Laiidatl' ;  and, 
"  if  it  then  bore  tiio  name,  tho  threw  ntonu* 
"must  bo  of  a  much  more  ancient  date,  and 
"  might  probably  have  been  tho  BU])i)orteni  of  a 
"  cromlech. 

"  Usk,  Trilleck,  and  Caerleon,  went,  by 
"  marriage  of  Elizabeth  do  Burgh,  to  Lionel 
*'  Duke  of  Clarence,  second  son  to  Edward  III 
"who  had  them  by  marriage  with  Eli/;ilH.'th  de 
"  Clare  sister  to  (iilbert  the  red,  ejirl  of 
"Glocester,  grandmother  to  Elizabeth  duchcu 
"  of  Clarence  ;  Phillippa,  daughter  of  Clarence, 
"  married  Edmond  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  by 
"  which  this  property  went  to  that  family. 

In  later  times,  these  estates  came  into  tho 
family  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Windsor,— and 
from  that  nobleman  purchased  by  tlie  duko  of 
Beaufort,  with  whom  they  now  remain 

On  the  South  side  of  tho  churchyard,  near 
the  cross,  is  a  large  stone,  which,  when  men- 
tioned by  me  to  Dr.  GrilHn,  he,  in  reply  to  the 
question,  supposed  it  to  bo 

A    DRriDICAL    ALTAR. 

That  it  was  hero  placed  for  some  import&nt 
purpose  its  size  demonstrates  ;  mea-suring  8  feet 
long, — 3  feet  0  inches  wide  at  the  head,  by 
34  inches  at  the  feet,  and  12  inches  thick, — 
supported  at  the  top  and  bottom  by  two  other 
stones,  2  feet  0  in.  high,  and  12  inches  thick, — 
the  whole  forming  a  body  of  many  tons  weight. 
There  appears  a  small  cpkss  at  the  head  of  tho 
upper  supporter,  and  four  tulips  within  a  circle 
on  the  lower,  all  executed  very  c<»ar»ely  in 
relief,  indicative  of  the  age  that  gave  them 
birth.     Some  sepultural  stones   of  early  date 
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also  adjoin,  but  of  little    moment    contrasted 
with  the  above  mentioned. 

THE    SUN   DIAL. 

On  a  wall,  in  front  of  a  house  on  the  south 
side  of  the  church-yard,  stood  for  many  years 
an   old   dial,  but  lately  removed  to    the    new 
national  school  near  it. 
I. 

ON  THE  TOP. 

MAJOR    SAXIS. 

IN  THE  MIDDLE, 

THE   THREE  TRELLECH  STONES, 

Height  above  surface  of  the  ground  14,  10,  and 

8  feet. 

AT    THE    BOTTOM, 

HIC   FUIT    VICTOR  HARALD. 


II. 

The  figure  of  the  mound,  or  barrow  of    earth 

raised  at   this  place. 

O    QUOT    HIC   SEPULTI? 


III. 

The  chalybeate  well   of   Trellech,    formerly  in 

great  repute. 

DOM.  MAGD.    PROBERT   OSTENDIT. 


ON  THE  DIAL, 

EUNDO     HORA    DIEM    DEPASSIT, 

Surmounted  by  a  fleur-de-lis. 
Which  confirms  it  was  placed  here  by  that  lady, 
Sir  George  Probert  bearing,    '  parte   per  pale, 
three  fleurs-des-lys'     as  borne   by  the  ancient 
princes  of   Gwent  or  Monmouthshire. 

It  is  particularly  fortunate  for  the  stranger, 
that  the  different  objects  to  which  the  dial  al- 
ludes are  so  near  each  other,  as  to  admit  of  a 
cursory  inspection,  even  while  the  carriage 
horses  are  taking  water  at  the  village  inn. 
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I. — THE  THRKE  STONEM. 
"  lu  a  pasture  tield  a  few  Immli  »•<!  yurtln  on,  and 
immediately  adjoining  tlie  turnpike  mail  leudiog 
from  Trellech  to  Chepstow,  are  three  larj^e  stooe* 
from  which  the  pnrish  is  8j»id  to  derive  ita  naDie, 
which  have  excited  and  still  continue  to  attract 
the  curiosity  of  the  public.  Mr.  King,  who«« 
distinguished  taleuta  iu  this  walk  of  learninf^  are 
so  well  kuown  to  the  public,  thus  mentions  them 
in  his  interesting  work,  the  '' Munime.nta  Asri- 
QUA,"  under  Moumouthshire. 

"  There  are  somo  great  Pillars  of  Stoue  still  remain- 
ing la  this  county,  of  such  vast  inugnitudo  aud 
distinction,  and  standing  s j  rumot«  from  iiny  oibolks 
of  pillars,  or  heaps  of  stones,  that  they  can  only  b« 
concluded  to  be  also  memorials  of  gri  at  \-ict<jrio9  and 
events  ;  although  all  knowledge  of  such  victoriea  and 
events  is  now  perished.  They  are  like  the  Pynunida 
of  Egypt,  records  of  the  highest  antiquity,  in  a  dead 
language.  Of  this  kind  are  the  Tliree  Ctreat  Stones, 
little  known,  but  deserving  much  attention,  standing 
near  each  other,  in  a  field  at  Treleck,  m  MonmouUi- 
shire  ;  in  a  manner  which  plainly  indicates,  that  they 
did  not  form  a  part  of  any  circle  of  stonca.  They 
are  sometimes  called  by  the  inhabitants,  •  Uabold's 
Stones,'  but  fob  wuat  B£ason  does  not  at  all 
satisfactorily  appear.  Yet,  from  their  vast  bulk,  and 
the  immense  laoour  required  to  remove  them,  they 
must  have  been  designed  to  perpetuate  the  remeni 
brance  of  Some  event,  deemed  at  the  time  of  the 
highest  importance  to  an  whole  people. 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  King — but  Dr. 
Griffin,  although  he  mentions  them  " appirently 
Druid,"  always  considered  them  aa  Druidicai  re- 
mains ;  yet,  from  their  diagonal  position  it  does 
not  induce  a  belief  that  they  formed  part  of  a 
Cromlech,  though  he  most  undoubtedly  waa  of 
that  opinion.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  eveu 
the  Village  has  not  given  a  name  to  them. 

They  are  of  a  pyramidal  form,  sloping  towarda 
the  east,  and  meaaure  as  follovva  : 

B 
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8ft.10in.high,  by  2ft.l8in.  broad  at  the  base. 
10ft. 4in.  high,  by  2ft. 9in.         ditto 
14ft. 2iD.  high,  by  4  feet  ditto 

From  the  small  space  of  ground  ihey  occupy, 
added  to  the  quantity  of  stone  with  which  the 
adjoining  Lmd  is  covered,  there  is  just  reason  for 
thinking  they  will  continue  objects  of  curiosity 
to  many  succeeding  generations. 

II.— THE  TUMULUS. 

Is  situate  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  S.  W. 
of  the  church,  in  an  orchard  belonging  to  the 
Rumsey  family,  who  for  many  years  resided  on 
their  estate  in  this  parish.  It  is  inclosed  within 
a  deep  ditch,  and  was  some  years  ago  planted 
with  firs  and  other  trees,  by  the  then  Mr.  Rum- 
sey, which  are  now  in  a  very  flourishing  state. 
To  gain  the  ascent  with  ease,  a  winding  walk  is 
cut  round  it,  and  on  the  top  is  erected  a  hall  for 
conviviality,  which  has  been  taken  down.  The 
circle  of  the  summit  measures  seventeen  yards 
in  diameter,  which  appears  to  have  been  lowered 
for  the  acciiuimodation  of  the  summer  house  that 
stood  thereon. 

Consistent  with  that  opinion  which  Dr  Griffin 
entertained  of  all  the  vestiges  here  under  our 
notice,  he  considered  this  Mound  as  originating 
in,  and  devoted  to  Druidical  purposes  ;  quoting 
at  the  same  time,  a  like  mound  near  the  church 
at  St.  Weonard's,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Monmouth  to  Hereford,  as  raised  by  the  same 
people  for  the  like  ceremonies  ;  and  not  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  had  any  reference  to 
the  exclamation,  "  oh,  how  many  were  herb 
BURIED,"  to  which  circumstance,  that  is,  to 
commemorate  some  great  battle  fought  here  by 
the  Mercian  Prince,  the  Latin  inscriptions  on  the 
dial  refer. 

The  situation  of  the  place  was  compatible 
with  such  spots,  as  history  tells  the  Druids  se- 
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lected,  for  even  it  is  loft  recorded  by  the  people 
wlio  died  but  very  hitoly,  "that  the  common 
was  clotlied  with  tlio  Hia-st  Oak,"  a  troo  |h>cu- 
liarly  devoted   to  Dniidism. 

There  are  sovenil  of  tlioso  Tumuli  in  differunt 
parts  of  tliis  county. 

iii. — tick  wbi.i.. 
(maxima  foxte.) 
To  which  the  inscription  on  the  dial  alludes* 
is  situate  near  the  carriage  road  leading  Ut  Tin- 
teni,  and  is  supposed  to  run  over  a  bed  of  iron 
ore  in  the  common  to  which  it  adjoins.  It  is  a 
chalybeate  of  a  proper  strength,  and  wa*  for- 
merly much  frequented  for  its  medicinal  virtueii, 
by  persons  from  many  miles  distance  ;  but  it 
has  since  fallen  into  decay,  and  is  now  little 
used  except  by  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 

A  CELTH'  AXK. 

Mr.  Watkins,  a  respectable  inhabitant  of  the 
village,  had  in  his  possession  a  tine  specimen  of 
this  instrument,  whether  he  obtained  it  on  Higga 
estate,  near  Trellech,  in  his  occupation  or  other- 
wise, cannot  now  be  known.  It  was  placed  on 
the  chimney-piece  of  the  kitchen,  and  as  often 
as  the  candlesticks  and  brasses,  its  associates, 
received  a  polish,  the  weapon  came  in  for  ita  due 
share  of  attention,  so  that  it  became  totally  dis- 
robed of  the  crust  of  time,  and  assumed  an  ap- 
pearance nearly  equal  to  that  of  burnished  gold. 
OOLU  coix. 

A  beautiful  specimen  of  a  large  gold  coin,  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  was  in  the  p<)S8esaion 
of  a  gentleman  in  the  parish,  which  was  found 
while  ploughing  a  tield  near  the  village,  as  per- 
fect and  fresh  as  the  day  it  was  issued.  The 
first  regular  coinage  of  large  gold  i>iece8  tiM>k 
place  in  this  reign,  and  they  are  so  beautiful  and 
rare,  as  to  deserve  the  name  of  medals.  The 
king  is  represented  standing  iu  a  sliip,  cniwned, 
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holding  a  sword  upright  in  his  hand,  and  a  shield 
on  his  left,  with  the  arms  of  France  and  England 
quarterly,  the  arms  of  France  seme-delis,  three 
lions  passant,  and  three  fleur-de-lis  upon  the 
side  of  the  ship,  edwar.  dei  gra.  rex  angl.  z. 
FRANC.  BNS.  H.  REVERSE — In  a  large  rose,  and 
from  hence  called  a  rose  noble,  a  cross  fieuri 
with  a  fleur-de-lis  at  each  point,  and  a  lion  pas- 
sant under  a  crown  in  each  quarter,  the  letter  E 
in  a  rose  in  the  centre,  domine  in  fvrore  tvo 
argvasme.  The  Translation — "Edward,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England  and  France, 
lord  of  Ireland."  "Lord!  rebuke  me  not  in 
thine  anger." 

The  Village  of  Trellech  adjoins  what  was  a 
very  extensive  tract  of  common  land,  (now  en- 
closed) to  the  eastward  of  which  is  a  fine  emi- 
nence, called  the  Beacon,  considered  as  the  high- 
est ground  in  Monmouthshire,  from  which  are 
enjoyed  the  most  varied  and  enchanting  views 
of  the  surrounding  district. 

The  whole  of  this  common  is  more  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Wye's  Wood,  from  form- 
ing a  lengthened  shore  to  that  river  ;  and  before 
the  Inclosure  Act  took  place,  was  intersected 
with  a  variety  of  walks,  which  shewed  the  coun- 
try in  almost  every  direction. 

Trellech  parish  embraces  a  number  of  places, 
designated  Whiteleigh,  Maryland,  Catbrook, 
Cleddon,  Parkhouse  or  Purcas,  Botany  Bay, 
Narth,  Manor  side,  Whitebrook,  Nine  Wells 
and  Cecilyford. 

From  the  brow  of  the  hill  at  Cleddon,  called 
the  Shoots,  we  open  upon  a  view  of  the  Wye, 
with  the  parish  church  of  Llandogo,  new  road, 
fine  woods,  orcharding,  and  pastures  on  its 
shores  ;  while  from  a  stand  near  the  house,  the 
stupendous  clifts  at  Llancaut,  with  the  gorgeous 
Severn,  backed  by  a  rich  part  of  Gloucestershire, 
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present  another  picture,  on  which  the  eyo  might 
long  repose  vith  pleasure. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Cleddon,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  turnpike  road,  is  another  beau- 
tiful spot  called  the  mnk  wei.us.  Some  lofty 
beech  trees  (since  cut  down)  occupied  the  sum- 
mit of  this  rising  !,'rouiid,  under  and  near  whoso 
roots  issue  a  number  of  small  springs,  to  supj)!/ 
a  cold  bath  below,  built  by  the  late  Mr.  James 
Hodges.  Its  waters,  like  those  of  the  chaly- 
beate well  before  mentioned,  were  much  re- 
sorted to  by  invalids  ;  but  since  Mr.  IKxlges's 
death,  the  batii  has  fallen  into  decay,  and  the 
premises  inclosed  within  the  allotments  belong- 
ing to  a  late  purchaser. 

In  the  churchyard  is  an  anticjue  cross  with  a 
remarkable  tomb  by  its  side,  formed  of  two 
rudely  carved  stones  supporting  a  massive  slab. 

In  the  village  is  an  earthen  mouni*  450  feet 
in  diameter,  encircled  by  a  moat  and  extensive 
entrenchments,  probably  of  Roman  tonnation, 
succeeded  by  a  castle  of  the  De  Clares. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Trellech  is  another 
MOUND,  called  Graig-y-dorth,  (»0  paces  round, 
and  about  six  yards  high  :  it  is  variously  consi- 
dered as  a  place  of  sepulture,  and  as  a  memorial 
of  a  battle  fought  on  this  spot  between  Henry  IV 
and  Owen  Glendwr, 

Trellech  was  at  one  time  a  place  of  much  more 
importance  than  at  present,  as  in  the  Court  Rolls 
a  distinction  is  made  between  the  village.ortown, 
which  is  always  termed  the  Borou<;h  of  Trellech, 
and  the  rest  of  the  manor,  which  is  always  cal- 
led the  foreign.  The  tenants  also,  in  what  is 
called  the  borough,  have  particular  privileges, 
and  the  lands  within  its  bounds  are  all  freeholds, 
while  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  Uie  foreign 
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are   copyholds.     There  is  also  great  reason  to 
believe  that  it  once  had  fairs  and  markets. 

The  Charters  granting  extensive  privileges  to 
the  'inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
parishes,  and  the  long  list  of  burgesses  annexed 
to  the  Borough  of  Usk,  corroborates  the  assertion. " 

(JTopg  of  tt)e  HorB  erijancellor's  Mecrtt 

Relative  to  WYE'S-WOOD    CHASE, 

3'Torro  cm  old  Q) ooiojTvent   of  f58/. 

jO    ALL  TRUE   CHRISTIAN   PEOPLE   to 

'iVi  whome  this  i^sent  writing  Indented  of  Award 
"  shall  come  The  right  honble.  Sr.  Thomas 
Bromley  knt.  Lord  Chancelloui-  of  England, 
William  Lord  Burleigh  Lord  Treasurer  of  England 
and  Sr.  William  Mildmay  knt.  Chancellour  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Court  of  Exchequer  send  greeting  in  ye  Lord 
God  everlasting.  WHEREAS  by  an  order  taken  in 
the  Queen's  Majesty's  high  Court  of  Chancery  the  tenth 
day  of  December  last  past  before  the  date  of  these  pre- 
sents BETWEEN  Walter  Morgan  Wolph  and  others 
Complainants  and  the  Right  honble.  Henry  Earle  of 
Pembroke  Defendant  The  matter  in  variance  depend- 
ing in  the  same  Court  of  Chancery,  between  the  said 
Complainants  and  Defendant  was  by  the  assents  of 
the  said  parties  committed  to  the  heareing  and  deter- 
mining of  us  the  said  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Treasurer  and  Sir  Walter  Mildmay  as  by  the  same 
order  more  at  large  appeareth  ; 

Now  KNOW  YEE  that  we  the  said  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Treasurer  and  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  having 
thoroughly  heard  and  examined  the  same  cause  and 
controversies  and  the  allegations  of  the  said  parties 
doe  by  these  presents  by  and  with  the  consents  of  the 
said  parties  order  and  adjudge  and  award  between  the 
said  partyes  in  manner  and  forme  following  ; 

Ffirst  that  the  said  Earle  his  heyres  and  assignes 
shall  liave  hold  and  enjoy  in  severalty  for  ever,  the 
Wood  and  ground  comonly  called  or  knowne  by  the 
name  of  the  Old  Parke  which  the  Complainants 
pretend  to  be  imrcell  of  the  fforest  or  Chase  of  Wise- 
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wood  ;  rnoviDKD  allwiivos  nevortholomi  that  if  it  «hall 
bo  thought  pood  to  Ihoiima  Wim-iimn  and  Wiiltt-r 
Morgan  Wolph,  estiuires,  iit  any  tynio  Inforu  the  finit 
day  of  December  next,  or  ui«)u  tlievr  not  n(px-oin(C 
therein,  Then  if  it  »«-  soe  thouglit  g.xMl  unto  John 
Pophani.  esquire,  }ier  Majestves  Attorney  gutiall.  that 
any  part  of  tho  same  woods  culled  the  Old  Parko 
shall  be  allotted  to  or  for  jmrt  of  tho  Kighto«n 
hundred  Acres  of  Wood  hereafter  nientionwl  to  bo 
allottetl  to  or  for  the  said  Comitlainants  or  in  allowancfl 
of  any  part  thereof,  That  then  such  jwirt  of  tho  samo 
Old  Parke  shall  goe  and  be  iniploved  as  they  tho  taid 
Thomas  Wiseman  and  Walter  >forgan  Wolph  or  in 
theyr  default  as  the  said  John  Popham  shall  order  or 
set  downe.  And  that  then  also  tho  said  Earlo  hij 
heyres  and  assignees  to  have  soe  much  land  and  wood 
in  recompense  thereof  in  the  said  woo<is  colled  Wiao 
wood  out  of  the  said  Eighteen  hundn>d  acresi  to  bo 
allotted  to  the  said  Complainants  as  the  said  lliomaa 
Wiseman  and  Walter  Morgan  Wolnh  or  in  theyr 
default  as  the  said  John  Popham  shall  order  or  sett 
downe. 

And  wee  doe  alsoe  order  and  award  that  the  said 
Thomas  Wiseman  and  Walter  Morgan  Wolph  shall 
appoint  and  set  forth  unto  the  said  Complainanta 
Eighteen  hundred  acres  of  woo<l  and  woo<lgroun<l  out 
of  the  said  Wood  and  Woodgrounds  calkxl  Glaacced. 
Gwehelwg  and  Wisewood  in  the  Bill  of  Complaint  and 
answer  of  the  said  partyes  remaining  of  U«'cord  in  tho 
Said  Court  of  Chancerj-  menconed  (that  is  to  say)  Six 
hundred  and  threescore  acres  out  of  the  said  Wood 
called  Glascoed  and  Gwehellock  and  Eleven  hundred 
and  forty  acres  out  of  the  said  Woo<l  called  Wisewoo<i 
in  such  places  of  the  said  Woods  as  unto  thom  by 
theyr  good  discretions  shall  bo  thought  most  fitt 
and  Convenient : 

Item  wee  doe  further  order  that  the  said  Com- 
plainants and  theyr  hejTes  and  other  the  Resaci*ut« 
within  the  said  Lordshippes  shall  and  may  have  and 
enjoy  for  ever  within  the  said  1800  acres  soo  to  be  s«t 
forth  as  aforesaid  the  severall  profitta  hereafter 
menconed  (that  is  to  say)  convenient  Estovers  (rurt) 
fireboot  ploughbote  housebote  and  hedgebote  and  all 
other  Estovers  to  be  spent  upon  the  said  severall 
Tenements  within  the  said  Lonlshipps  and  Mauion 
in  the  said  Bill  anil  answer  menconed ;  And  alaoe 
that   the  said  Complainants  and  theyr  heyrw  aod 
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Eessciants  aforesaid  shall  have  the  pawnage  and 
herbage  of  the  said  1800  acres  of  wood  and  wood- 
grounds  and  shall  alsoe  have  digge  and  take  lime  stones 
for  gooding  theyr  grounds,  Wall  stones  to  build  and 
repayre  theyr  houses  and  other  necessary  Eoomes 
Slatestones  for  covering  theyr  houses  within  the  said 
1800  acres  and  shall  alsoe  have  free  liberty  to  make 
and  erect  Lyme-Kills  upon  the  said  1800  acres  for  the 
burning  of  the  said  Lyme  Stones  and  for  building  and 
for  lymeing  the  grounds  of  the  said  severall 
Tenements. 

And  that  within  the  said  1800  acres  the  said  Earle 
and  his  heyres  and  assignes  and  all  others  clayraing 
any  estate  of  inheritance  in  any  of  the  said  Lordships 
from  by  or  under  William  late  Earle  of  Pembroke 
deceased  father  unto  the  said  now  Earle  shalbe  for 
ever  excluded  to  take  any  manner  of  profitts 
(except  Waifs  Strayes  felons  goods  and  other  profitts 
that  shall  arise  and  come  by  reason  of  the  libertyes 
and  fEranchises  of  the  said  Earle  in  the  premises.  And 
except  such  amerciaments  as  shall  hereafter  be  sett 
upon  any  the  Tennants  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Manners  Lordships  parishes  or  Townships  for  using 
any  of  the  same  profitts  to  them  assigned  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaneing  of  this  present  order 
and  Award ; 

Item  wee  doe  further  by  theise  presents  order  and 
award  that  the  said  Earle  and  his  heyres  shall  have 
hold  and  enjoy  for  ever  All  the  said  Woods  and  wood 
grounds  called  Glascoed  Gwehellocke  and  Wisewood 
in  severalty  saveing  the  said  1800  acres.  And  that  the 
said  Earle  and  his  heyres  and  assignes  shall  or  may 
at  his  and  theyr  will  and  pleasure  enclose  have  hold 
and  enjoy  in  severalty  all  the  said  Woods  and  wood 
grounds  called  Glascoed  Gwehellocke  and  Wisewood 
(except  the  said  1800  acres).  Provided  allwayes  ye 
full  meaneing  order  and  award  is  that  this  present 
article  nor  any  thing  therein  contained  shall  in  any 
wise  extend  but  to  such  woods  and  woody  grounds  of 
Glascoed  Gwehellocke  and  Wisewood  where  wood  both 
now  grow  or  heretofore  hath  growne  and  been  cutt 
downe  or  spoyled  by  any  the  Complainants  and 
Defendant  or  any  of  them  and  not  to  any  the  other 
Wasts  within  the  said  woods. 

Iteh  wee  doe  further  order  and  award  that  the  said 
Thomas  Wiseman  and  Walter  Morgan  Wolph  shall 
appoynt  measure  and  sett  forth  out  of  the  said  1800 
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acres  before  nioiiconed  in  wovfnilty  unto  cvory  icvt-nU 
towuship  or  i>ari-h  within  tJu>  sui.l  Ix.r.lnhi|(ii  umi  Mn- 
oors         •  •         •        ,|uantity  of  wimmI  and  W(«m| 

ground  to  vso  the  8aid  sivithU  iirofittn  thcirin  tho  una 
in  severalty  from  the  other  aa  l>y  tlicvr  j.-     '     ■ 
tions  shall  bo  thou;;ht  eonvonicn't  and   n. 
every  of  the  said  townships  or  imrishcs,   1..:  i 

manorics.  And  if  tluy  shall  not  aRroo  in  »« tun-  i.ith 
thereof  before  the  tii-st  day  of  l)c<vnib.-r  now  next  <n- 
sueing  That  then  the  said  John  Tophiun  ••jmj.  IKt 
Majesty's  attorney  genall.  shall  by  his  good  dutcrvUuu 
doe  the  sjimo  at  his  eonvenieut  leisure 

Item  wee  doe  further  order  and  award  liy  thtino 
presents  tliat  the  tenants  of  the  said  LonishiiNi  or 
Maimors  shall  appoint  or  nominate  Two  miflicicnt 
pei-sons  of  every  i)arish  to  bo  the  Wocnlwards  for  the 
said  severall  parishes  and  for  the  tenants  and 
Inhabitants  thereof  for  such  i>art  of  the  said  wo<m1s 
as  shall  be  assiirnt'd  to  that  Townshijip  or  fari.ih, 
which  said  Woodwards  shalbe  chosen  yi-erly  at  the 
Leet  holden  next  after  the  ffeost  of  St.  Michacll  the 
archan<;ell  and  shall  in  the  same  Court  t^iko  thovr 
corporall  Oathes  before  the  Steward  there  faithtiiny 
and  truly  to  execute  their  said  oftice  and  tho»4'  thin;;H 
which  shall  apperieyne  to  their  charj;e,  and  truly  to 
present  the  Defaults  of  such  as  shall  not  obtervo'thia 
order  And  the  said  Woodwards  shall  ycerly  from  time 
to  time  appoint  what  part  of  the  said  woods  sliolbfl 
felled  and  cutt  downie  for  the  use  of  tlio  84ud  sevnrall 
Towiisliips  or  parishes  having  such  rcRurd  in  nvtcinf; 
the  quantity  thereof  as  after  that  nite  the  fTcllctt 
thereof  may  by  good  preservation  have  continuance 
for  ever ;  And  the  said  Woodwards  shall  aisoc  alter 
the  felling  of  the  same  woods  at  the  cha'j^es  of  tho 
said  severall  Townships  or  parishes  caune  tho  same 
woods  and  tho  Standells  tnerein  to  In;  bit  to  bo 
inclosed  and  preserved  accordin;:  to  thf  L.i\v<«  and 
StJitutes  of  this  Rculme  in  that  behalfe  provid.-d  : 

Item  wee  the  siiid  Lord  Chancellour  Lonl  Trfasurcr 
and  Sir  Walter  Mildmay  doe  further  onler  adjudge 
and  award  by  theise  presents  that  if  any  of  the 
Tennants  or  theyr  heyres  or  any  Inhabitaut«  within 
the  said  Manners  Lordships  jiarishes  or  Townships 
shall  hereafter  at  any  tyme  breake  or  infringe  any 
part  of  this  order  or  shall  make  sjxjyle  of  tho  nimI 
woods  or  any  part  thereof  contrary  to  the  true  uit«nt 
and  meaneii-s  hereof;  That  then  auch  person  and 

c 
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persons  soe  offending  shall  be  amerced  at  the  Court  of 
the  said  Earle  to  be  holden  within  the  said  Manners 
and  Lordships  according  to  the  quality  ot  his  or  their 
offence : 

And  wee  doe  further  order  and  award  by  theise 
presents  That  the  said  Earle  of  Pembroke  and  his 
heyres  and  assignes  shall  have  and  enjoy  for  ever  one 
fourth  i^art  of  all  the  residue  of  the  Wasts  aud 
Commons  situat  lying  aud  being  aswell  within  the 
rest  of  the  fforrest  or  chase  of  Wisewood  Glascoed 
and  Gwehellog  as  elsewhere  within  the  said  Manners 
and  Lordships  of  Uske  Treleeck  and  Carlion  to  be 
inclosed  improved  and  used  in  seversUty  by  the  said 
Earle  his  heyres  and  assignes  for  ever ; 

And  that  the  ifreeholders  Customary  Tennants  and 
Tennants  by  Coppy  of  Court  Roll  of  the  said  Manners 
or  Lordships  shall  have  the  other  three  parts  and 
residue  of  the  Wasts  and  Commons  to  be  divided  as 
aforesaid  to  be  used  and  occupied  in  Comon  by  and 
amongst  them,  to  take  therein  Limestone  Slatestoue 
and  Wallstone  and  otlier  the  profitts  aforesaid  for  ever 
without  any  thing  therein  be  claymed  or  any  improve 
ment  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof  hereafter  at  any 
tyme  to  be  made  by  the  said  Earle  his  heyres  or 
assignes ;  Except  onely  waiefs  strayes  ffellons  goods 
and  such  other  ffranchises  libertyes  aud  preheminences 
iis  are  before  reserved  unto  the  said  Earle  and  his 
licvr^s  out  of  the  said  1800  acres  as  is  aforesaid.  In 
wiTNESh  whereof  wee  the  said  Lord  Chancellour, 
Lord  Treasurer  aud  Sir  Walter  Mildmay  have  to  each 
part  of  theise  presents  sett  our  seales  geoven  the  18th 
day  of  December  1^81  in  the  "Jith  yeare  of  the  raigne 
of  our  Sovereigne  Lady  Elizabeth  by  the  gr^ce  of  God 
of  England  Ff ranee  and  Ii eland  Queen  Defender  of 
tlie  ft'aith  &c. 

T.   Bromley,   junr.     \\'.  Burleigh,     Wa.  Mildmay. 

(Seale.)  (Scale.)  (Sealc.) 

T-, ,         1   T^  1  Ex      pte       Comit 

EdwarfJ  Dyer.         pe„,,,/oke   virtute 
Tho:  Wiseman,    j  ^.^,,j,,„t.     .     . 

W.  Morgan  Wolph. 
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BURGESSES  of  USK, 

WiHiHin  NicholU,  of  rciiiilt 
John  Davios,  of  IViialt 
James  Knu'o,  of  IVimIt 
Jaiiii's  Davis,   of  IViuilt 
MosfS  Hovons,  of  IVii:ilt 
Janu-s  Williams,  of  I'l-iial:       i 
I'hilip  Austin,  of  IVnalt 
Ht'zekinh  Hopkins,  of  (aiililT 
William  Uolierts,  of  Canlilt 
John  Kvans,  of  I'enalt 
William  Kilwanls.  of  IVnalt 
James  Koherts,  of  IVnalt 
Kdwaril  Thomas,  of  IVnalt 
Thomas  Kowlanil,   of  IVnalt 
Thomas  Eixon,  of  Penalt 
John  Davii's,  of  IVnalt 
Rees  Vauhan,  Leokwith.tila. 
Thomas  Turner,  of  I'anlilf 
Geof};e  Williams,  of  IVnalt 
Aaron  David,  of   Penalt 
William  Pritehanl  of  IVnalt 
John  Kiehartis,  of  Penalt 
John  Parry,  of  Penalt 
John  Jones,  of  Penalt 
William  Morjian,  of  I'arililf 
James  Owen,  of  Canlitf 
Kilwanl  Morfian,  of  i'ardilf 
Richard  Powell,  of  Cardirf 
Evan  Williams,  of  Leckwith 
John    Lewi^,  of   Leckwith 
Morgan  Dowall,  of  Leekwith 
John  Pritehanl,  of  I.crkwith 
Edward  Lamhert,  of  I'arditf 
John  Whitin;;.  of  Carilitf 
Henry  Veomans,  of  CaJditf 
Arthur  Tanner,  of  Carditf 
Arthur  Williams,  of  (.'arUitf 
Thomas  Stephens,  of  I'ardilf 
Moses  Morgan,  of  Cardiff 
Ralph  Bowen,  of  Cardiff 
William  Lewis.  Gwernesney 
Benjamin  Anihrose,  of  Iske 
Phillip  Major,  of  Usk 
William  Williams,  of  Penalt 
John  Williams,  of  Panteauue 
Philip  Cadogan,  of  l-indenny 
Wm.  Williams,  of  (iwehelog 
John  Davies,   of  Gwehelo--' 
Roger  Williams,  of  Olasioed 
Wm.  Morgan,   of  Gwehelog 
Henry  Francis,  of  Llanliadoc 
Wm  Jones,  of  Llanbaddoek 
Thomas  Rees,  of  Llanbadoc 
And.  Pritchard,  MonkswDo*! 
Wm.  Morgan,  ol  >l  oukswootl 
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John  (iainenon,    M'likuw.xHl 
l.<'HiH  Kl(  hard*,  of  ii»||t«i; 
Pit'hnrd  WiillanM,  <(  !■.  li.-c 
Ilenr>  Morgan,  of  1 1    ' 
John  Morhit,  of  li.  1 
John  Movley.  of  li. 
Uolii'it  Vanghan.  >!   i  : 
llerhert  Ji.n.H.  of  1, 
Willinm  Willliinm,.  (  i  ^ 

CharK'H  lliiKhe.-i.  of  I  u  lit  g 
Oliver  Luff.  ..f  I  nil.  g 
John  Cwin,  <if  Inll.  g 
Thomas  Lewi't,  of  I  n  llrg 
Chri.stoph.  DaVKvt,  .,f  In  ||.g 
Davi.l  Ilughex,  of    I  nlUg 
Kichanl  ,S|hii.  er,  of  Tnihic 
\\  illiani  .lone.n,  of  Tnlhg 
David  Wllliaini,  of  Irellei; 
Charles  Ilowell,  of  Trelh-g 
Morgan  lYitihanl,  of  TrelUtc 
John  Kofwer,  of  Trelleg 
Thomas  Gwin,   of  Trelli-jf 
.lohn  Davi.s,  of  TrelK-g 
John  (iriltlths,  of  IVnalt 
Phillip  UolH-rtd,  of  p,  i,;i]t 
(irimthCriffUhs.  •>!  )'•  i.dt 
riiomiLs  Dixon,  of  Pi  ii:ilt 
William  Riehanl.i.  of  IVnalt 
William  I  homiu.  of  Ptrialt 
Thoiuas  I.e»ls.  of  IVimlt 
Isaae  Kirhardf.  of  Pmalt 
John  Thitmas    of  IVnalt 
William  Watkins.  of  IVnalt 
Thomas  Vonng.  uf  Penalt 
John  Arttiur,  of  Pmalt 
John  .la  nes.  of  IVnalt 
Philip  Watkins.  of  IVnalt 
Philip  Vonng,  of  IVnalt 
George  Kinstone.  of  Pi  n.ilt 
Itichanl  Jones,  of  p.  n  ilt 
Thnma*  Austen,    if  P.  ii.ilt 
William  Jones,  of  Pinalt 
William  Austin,  of  Pmult 
John  Morris,  of  Penalt 
Kdwanl  Williams,  of  IVnalt 
John  Jones,  of  IVnalt 
George  Williams,  of  Penalt 
Jacob  Rosser.  of  Cnnllrf 
ThonuLs  Austin,  of  Cardiff 
Kr.incis  l^owen.  of  Canliff 
Jas.  Edwanis,  jnn.  of  IVnalt 
John  Martin,  of  IVnalt 
James  .Martin,  of   IVnalt 
William  I..  »is.  .f  IVnalt 


20  WYESWOOD. — COtrp.T  OF  chancery's  decree. 
INCLOSING      wye's      WOOD. 

"  Somewhat  more  than  a  century  past,  an 
attempt  was  made  by  the  then  Viscount 
Windsor,  Lord  of  the  Manor,  to  hein  in  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  this  land,  which  was 
marked  out,  and  a  number  of  workmen  daily 
employed  in  digging  a  deep  trench  around  it  ; 
but  the  labour  was  carried  on  under  such  a 
strong  opposition  from  the  whole  of  the  parish, 
who  considered  it  as  an  infringement  of  their 
privileges,  that  his  lordship,  though  he  had 
nearly  accomplished  the  fence,  thought  proper 
rather  to  apply  to  Chancery  for  the  support  of 
his  claim,  than  further  it  by  open  hostility  ; 
when  a  decree  of  that  court  allotted  a  certain 
quantity  of  the  coppice  woods  to  hi^  lordship, 
reserving  to  the  parish  the  right  of  pasture  and 
herbage  of  the  soil  ;  by  which  decision  all 
disputes  were  amicably  arranged  and  settled. 

In  the  year  1810,  an  Act  was  passed  for 
inclosing  lands  in  the  several  parishes  of 
Trellech,  Penalt,  Mitchel-Troy,  Cwmcarvon, 
Landogo,  Tintern,  and  Lanishen  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  extensive  district, 
consisting  of  near  5,000  acres,  has  been  partly 
allotted  and  inclosed,  and  exhibits,  in  many 
places,  the  exertion  and  skill  of  the  agricul- 
turalists. 

The  communication  with  the  surrounding 
neighbourhood  requiring  roads  to  be  kept  open, 
the  Act  has  provided  clauses  for  that  purpose  ; 
so  that  the  beautiful  points  which  have  been 
before  noticed,  are  still  left  open  for  the 
traveller's  investigation. 

This  fine  common  was  a  valuable  nursery  for 
stock,  to  those  who  lived  on,  or  had  premises 
near  it,  quantities  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  goats, 
pigs,  and  geese,  being  pastured  thereon,  without 
control  of  number  ;  and  tlie  wool  produced  from 
the  sheep  on  this  chase,  sold  at  as  high  a  price 
as  any  fleece  at  our  annual  mart. 
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Mr.  Jul)  \\  illiinua,  of  Cleddcn,  h.vl  a  fl<^k  of 
seventy  ifoata.  Many  otliers  kept  fmiii  t.-n  to 
the  same  iiuuiher,  whicli  in  jart  fiiniiMhe«l  tlieni 
with  milk  and  cheese  for  their  famiUeii.  The 
produce  (if  live  <;<)ats  beinj,'  est  niatetl  t«<|iijil  to 
that  iif  a  cow  lUit  owini,'  to  tlie  injur>'  done 
by  tliese  animals,  in  browninj;  tlie  conpicu  wo.kI, 
which  was  priviletjed  t<.  them  Wforu  thu 
Inclusure  Act  took  place,  tliey  have  »inc«  lx««.-ii 
taken  away  or  destr  )yed."— CiiAKLts  IIkatii. 

"The  Bilberry  or  Whortleberry  (Vaccinium 
Myrtillus)  called  by  the  people  of  the  district, 
'  NVimberry,'  on  which  the  M(M>r  (lame  fe*l, 
used  to  grow  abundantly  here,  which  fruit  thu 
cottacjer^gathered,  and  found  a  reswly  mde,  in 
the  markets  of  Chepstow  and  Monmouth,  but 
the  inclosure  and  cultivation  <«f  the  lands  have 
considerably  diminished  the  supply. 

It  deserves  notice,  that  where  the  gorse  and 
fern  have  been  burnt,  previous  to  clearing  the 
laud  for  agricultural  or  other  puq)<«es,  if  left  iu 
that  state  for  a  short  time,  the  wimberry  springs 
up  and  flourishes  in  the  most  luxurious  nuutner. 
The  Parish  Church  makes  no  appearance  as  a 
near  object,  but  when  viewed  from  any  of  the 
adjoining  heights,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  the 
straggling  cottages  of  the  villace,  it  happily  tills 
up  the  centre  of  the  vale  in  which  it  is  placed. 

There  are  no  m()nument»  within  its  walls  to 
claim  the  stranger's  notice.  The  interior  was 
heretofore  ill  suited  for  the  accommodation  of 
its  parishioners  when  iissembled  at  {lublic  wor- 
ship, which  occasioned  those  i>re8iding  over  their 
local  interest,  to  raise  the  sum  of  £600  for  new 
pewing,  and  also  adding  300  free  seats  for  the 
poor.  The  23rd  of  August,  1827.  wm  tixe<l  for 
the  re-opening  the  church  for  divine  service, 
when  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Sumner,    bishop  t>f    Llandafl,     (afterwards    of 
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Winchester),  in  aid  of  the  fund,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  service  the  collection  amounted  to 
£45  of  which  £20  were  given  by  the  learned 
prelate,  then  restding  at  Llansantffraed,  near 
Abergavenny.  The  Living,  which  is  a  Vicarage 
united  with  Penalt,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown. 

Leaving  the  inn,  we  proceed  down  the  village 
and  making  an  abrupt  turn  to  the  left,  enter  on 
the  new  line  of  communication  from  hence  to 
Tintern. 

Passing  the  "  Chalybeate  Well,"  and  gaining 
the  short  but  easy  ascent,  the  scenery  of  the  com- 
mon spreads  itself  before  us  ;  but.  as  the  road  is 
carried  through  the  vale,  it  does  not  present  such 
rich  features  as  those  that  disclose  themselves 
from  the  higher  situations. 

A  few  acres  to  the  right  supply  the  near  inha- 
bitants with  peat,  which  they  cut  and  dry  for 
fuel ;  but  it  is  only  used  by  those  whose  means  do 
not  enable  them  to  procure  a  regular  supply  of 
coal  from  Monmouth  or  Chepstow. 

Within  a  mile,  to  the  s.  e.  of  Trelleck,  is  the 
Hill  above  the  Purcas,  which  particularly  merits 
the  traveller's  attention.  It  extends  for  a  con- 
siderable length,  the  summit  formed  by  a  ridge 
of  huge  lumpish  stones,  which  lie  scattered 
about  it  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
On  the  edge  of  this  rise  is  a  fine  velvet  turf, 
fr«m  whence  we  overlook  as  we  move  along  it, 
a  great  variety  of  country  ;  particularly  at  the 
farther  part  of  it,  where  a  most  inviting  seat 
holds  forth  its  accommodation  for  the  visitor  to 
rest  on,  and  enjoy  at  his  ease  the  luxury  of  the 
prospect  that  spreads  itself  around  him.  It  may 
justly  be  called  AGraudCoachBox,  from  its  simi- 
larity to  that  part  ©f  a  carriage  ;  being  composed 
of  a  solid  piece  of  stone  two  yards  long,  fronted 
by  another  of  equal  size  and  extent,  that  forms 
what  may  be  termed  a  foot  board  ;  the  whole  so 
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porfoct  .md  conii.Ute  lus  if  pljicfd  h\  the  hamU 
of  tlio  "CJeniiis  of  the  Spot,"  f..r  tiio  iitmiit;«T 
to  survey  tlio  <,'Iorious  i.ro.spoct  that  hurt)  claimn 
his  jvttention.  We  l.u.k  di.wn  on  a  plwuiii^' 
tract  of  land  called  Trdleck  (Jnuifro  formerly 
the  corn  1  md  hclon-^in';  to  Tintorn  AMn-y  ;  and 
carryinr;  the  eye  furtla-r  on,  an  e<iually  rich  and 
varied  district  spreads  itself  before  u^  t*;nni- 
nated  by  hifty  eniinences,  that  give  Buch  an  ad- 
mirable tinish  to  the  landscapes  of  this  county. 
The  opposite  view  is  composed  of  a  lanjo  imrtion 
of  the  Forest  of  Dean  and  other  parta  of  the 
county  of  Gloucester."— Heatu. 

The  following  document  in  connection  with 
Wyeswood,  at  Trelleck.  was  d-ited  by  Ivichard  Duke 
ot  York  (Father  of  Edward  IV.),  from  his  "  Castle 
at  Uake,"  in  14^6,  about  4o2  years  ago. 

By  an  indenture  of  the  8th  of  July,  in  the  l4th 
year  of  our  dread  soTereign  lord  King  Henry  VI., 
betwoon  the  high  and  mighty  prince  Kichard  Duke 
of  York,  earl  of  Marche  and  I'lster,  lord  of  Wig. 
more  and  of  Clare,  on  the  one  part,  John  ap 
Unwell  ap  Jenkin,  of  Pantyglas,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men ushers  of  the  chamber,  on  the  other  part  :  — 

"  The  aforesaid  Ivichard  Duke  of  York  grants  to 
the  said  John  up  Howdl,  and  bis  beira  f»r  evermore, 
the  office  of  master  fores'er  and  keer  er  of  the 
forest  and  chase  called  Wye's  Wood,  lying  within 
the  lordship  of  Trellick— parcel  of  the  earldom  of 
Marche,"  and  with  other  privileges  "  he  givea  to 
John  ap  Howell,  and  his  heirs  yearly,  two  staggs 
in  summer  and  two  binds  in  winter  within  tlio 
aforesaid  chase  and  purlieus  of  the  same ;  and  two 
wild  boars,  and  one  shoulder  and  the  nomblee  of 
the  same,  and  of  every  deer  fluiu  within  the  said 
chase  in  their  own  persons, — and  then  tlic  Niid 
shoulders  and  nombles  to  be  at  their  dispositione 
and  commandments :  but  if  the  said  John  ap 
Howell  or  his  heirs  kill  or  tlay  any  red  deer,  mor« 
than  is  before  rehearsed,  be  or  they  shall  forfeit  tea 
shillings  sterling  for  every  buch  deer.    And  h« 
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grants  to  the  said  John  ap  Howell,  the  right  shoul- 
der of  all  manner  of  wild  cattle  within  the  said 
chase,  and  liberties  of  the  same  ;  which  liberties 
and  bounds  extend  from  the  highway  leading  from 
Devauden,— in  length  towards  Monmouth,  and  in 
breadth  to  the  river  Wye.  But  if  the  said  Duke 
or  his  heirs  shall  fortune  to  come  and  hunt  within 
the  said  chase,  the  said  John  ap  Howell  and  his 
heirs  shall  have  two  broad  arrows  ready  headed, 
and  sufficient  force  for  him  or  his  heirs  to  shoot  at 
the  deer  at  his  own  proper  costs,  and  shall  keep,  to 
the  best  of  his  power,  all  eyries  of  hawks  and 
breeding  of  bees."  In  witness,  &c.,  the  said 
Eichard  Duke  of  York,  in  the  sight  and  presence 
of  Sir  William  Thomas,  Knight,  steward  of  his 
lands ;  Thomas  Whitegrove,  chancellor ;  and 
Jaraes  Welche,  esq.,  has  put  to  his  seal." 

In  the  charter  to  Tintern  Abbey,  this  parish 
is  particularly  mentioned  as  the  "  Land  of  the 
Men  of  Trelleck,"  which  extends  to  or  joins  with 
their  own  at  Tintern.  It  may  also  be  mentioned 
that  within  two  miles  was  their  farm  called 
Trelleck  Grange. 

Before  the  present  carriage  lines  were  laid 
down,  the  road  was  carried  over  the  Devauden 
Common, — and  at  the  top  of  Chepstow  Park, 
near  St.  Arvans,  the  view  embraced  the  grand 
scenery  as  disclosed  from  the  enchanting  Wind- 
clitr. 

Leaving  Cleddon  on  the  left,  and  the  Nine 
Wells  on  the  right,  we  continue  our  cheerful 
course  on  this  road,  it  being  an  uninterrupted 
descent  to  Tintern. 

The  moor  game  were  formerly  found  here,  but 
to  the  regret  of  the  sportsman,  have  been 
totally  destroyed. 
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RAGLAN    CAST  L  K  . 

III8T01UCAL,     .NOTICES. 


Firl'HE  EAKLI  EST  account  wo  hiiv..  of  HA(;i-AN  i- that  the 
A\  family  of  Claro  i>()mi>.-s(h1  a  caHtle  hero  in  ih.>  Iwolfili  c.-n- 
tiiry  ;  and  in  the  family  history  wo  an*  t<.lj  that  Sir  John 
Morloy.  a  military  knight,  who  livtxl  in  tho  time  of  Richani 
TI.  (1377  to  131)0),  rt'siJod  h.^ro  as  tli.-  "  I/.r.l  of  IUkImh 
Castlo."  Other  authorities  trace  the  nurne  of  the  founder  to 
Sir  William  aji  Thomas,  son  of  Ciwillim  ap  ThomaH  a|>  J.-nkin, 
by  his  wife,  Maud,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  John  Mori.  y. 
knight,  Lord  of  Raglan  Castle.  Grose  jilaces  lUgl^n  ('•ntl.' 
among  the  strongholds  erected  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  (U8j 
to  1509.)  Rut  these  remarks  can  have  reference  only  to  lho«» 
portions  of  tho  castlo  which  are  comparatively  modern  ;  *.h«» 
Citadel,  or  Yellow  Tower  of  ( Jwent,  is  umiuestionahly  of  older 
date.  Of  the  old  military  lofds  of  liaglan  but  little  account 
has  descended  to  us,  the  antiquary,  however,  can  with  crtainty 
discover  traces  of  architecture  in  the  structure  oh  fur  distant  as 
Henry  V.  (1413  to  1422),  and  many  of  the  towers  display  iitylc* 
during  every  subsequent  reign  down  to  Charles  I,  (lOi'*  to 
1G49),  with  whose  unhappv  career  it  is  intimately  a«sociat<-d. 

In  the  time  of  Ilenr>'  Vlll.,  as  Inland  informs  us,  iCiglan, 
"  yn  Middle  Venceland,  was  a  fair  and  ple.i«ant  cjistel,  with  to 
{joodlyo  parkes  adjacent;"  and  "the  last4)  Lord  Herbtrt,"  aa 
Morgan  told  him,  '•  builded  all  tho  best  CofTes  of  the  castle  <if 
Raglan."  Camden,  in  his  account  of  tho  Silures,  or  Sfon. 
mouthshiro,  notices  it  very  briefly  as  a  "fair  house  of  tho  l-jirl 
of  Worcester,  built  cast^Mikc."  Dugdale,  in  his  li^irmftaie, 
and  Smythe,  in  his  MS.  Lives  of  the  lit'fktle\is,  sjty  : — •'  Riohanl 
Strongbow,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Lord  of  Chepstow  (who  die«l 
1177),  gave  the  domains  and  caatle  of  Raglan  to  Sir  Wa]t«T 
Bloet,  in  consideration  of  soldiers,  money,  and  arms  fumiBhrU 
by  him  for  the  expedition  to  Ireland,  of  which  Strongbow  waa 
the  leader,  whoise  descendant.  Sir  John  Bloet  {Utny.  Henry  IV,), 
gave  his  only  daughter  and  heiress,  Isabel,  in  marriage  to  Kir 
James  Berkeley  ;  he  disposed  of  it  to  8ir  William  ap  Thomas, 
who  maiTied  Gladys,  daughter  of  Sir  David  (Jam,  of  Old 
Court,  in  this  county,  who.  with  his  father-in-law,  fell  at  tho 
Battle  of  Agincourt,  in  defending  tho  person  of  Henr)-  V,,  and 
were  knighted  on  the  field  whilst  in  the  agonies  of  death. 

William  Herbert,  sun  of  Sir  William  ap  Thomas,  wa*  created 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Lord  of  Cheiwtow  and  liaglan.  Edward 
IV.  entrusted  him  with  the  custody  of  tho  Yat\  of  Richmo^l 
(afterwards  Ucwy  VJI ),  who  was  dctiuiicd  |w»  *^ai»  Umo  m 
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the  castle  of  Raglan.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke,  owner  of  this 
castle  in  1469,  raised  an  army  of  Welshmen  in  favour  of 
Edward  IV.  against  the  Lancastrians,  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  Battle  of 
Dane's  Moor,  and  was  beheaded  at  Banbury. 

William,  eldest  son  of  this  'mfortunate  nobleman,  succeeded 
to  the  Earldom  of  Pembroke,  He  married  Mary,  sister  of 
Woodville,  Earl  Rivers,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  daughter, 
Elizabeth.  She  married  Sir  Charles  Somerset,  and  in  her  right 
in  1506  he  possessed  the  castle,  and  bore  the  title  of  Lord 
Herbert  of  Raglan,  and  in  1514  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Earl  of  Worcester.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Henry, 
second  Earl,  whose  son,  William,  became  third  Earl.  He  died 
in  1587,  and  was  buried  at  Raglan.  Edward,  his  son,  succeeded 
him.  '  In  his  youth  this  Earl  was  the  best  horseman  and  tilter 
of  his  times.'  He  died  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  at  Raglan.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Henry  Somerset,  fifth  Earl,  in  1628,  who  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Lord  John  Russell,  and  was  created  Marquis  of 
Worcester  in  1642.  This  nobleman  was  a  great  supporter  of 
Charles  I.,  and  Raglan  was  the  last  castle  that  held  out  for  the 
unfortunate  monarch. 

The  first  summons  to  surrender  the  castle  was  received  by 
the  garrison  with  indignation.  Colonel  Morgan  soon  after  ad- 
vanced from  Worcester  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  force,  and 
drawing  up  his  troops  before  Raglan,  on  the  3rd  of  June,  1646, 
summoned  the  garrison  to  surrender ;  but  the  veteran  Marquis 
refused  to  yield  without  the  consent  of  the  King.  On  the  7th 
of  August,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  arrived  from  Bath,  to  under- 
take the  siege  in  person,  making  his  residence  at  Cefntilla,  a 
garrisoned  farm-house,  about  three  miles  distant  from  Raglan. 
Several  communications  afterwards  passed  between  the  Marquis 
and  Sir  Thomas,  but  no  treaty  was  entered  into.  On  the  14th 
of  August,  1646,  Sir  Thomas  ordered  a  new  approach,  which 
Captain  Hooper,  the  engineer,  proceeded  to  throw  up.  The 
Marquis's  case  now  became  desperate  ;  his  garrison,  which 
first  consisted  of  eight  hundred  men,  had  been  reduced  to  half 
that  number,  and  a  breach  having  been  made  in  the  walls, 
immediately  adjoining  the  Closet  Tower,  a  final  treaty,  was 
agreed  upon,  which  took  place  on  the  15th  of  August,  and  oa 
the  J7th  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  signed.  On  the  19th 
the  Castle  was  surrended  to  the  Parliamentary  general." 
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THE  RUINS  OF  THE  CASTU:. 


THE  niins  of  tho  Castlo  «taiul  abont  a  quortcr  of  a 
luilo  from  tho  villafjo  of  Rjif^lnn,  on  a  hill  fomuTly 
called  2'iri/n-ij-C<'t'ii>s,  or  tho  ChiTri/  Tump,  Aft«T 
leaving  tho  village,  tho  approach  to  tho  castlo  by 
a  steep  ascent,  yoa  reach  tho  Oulcr  Mimt,  whoro  tho 
DrmchriiJgc  and  First  Gala  formerly  stootl,  pasAinf^ 
which,  at  tho  distance  of  a  hundretl  and  eighty  feet, 
yon  arrive  at  tho  While  Gntr,  now  in  tho  form  of  a 
portcullis,  between  two  embattled  pillars  of  stone.  It 
was  formerly  approached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  of  which 
very  little  remains.  Yon  pass  through  this  gate,  and 
enter  upon  a  neatly  kept,  and  well-roUcil  Xatr>s  abont 
a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length. 

"  Stranger  I  ponder  here  nwhilo ; 
Pause  in  lirifii'tn'i  ruined  pile  : 
All  that  wealth  and  power  combined, 
With  skill  to  plan,  and  taste  rolined, 
To  rear  a  structure  lit  to  be 
Tne  home  of  Kn^lauds  « hivalry. 
AVaa  lavished  here  I-  where,  met  in  hall. 
Mailed  barons  kcnt  their  festival  — 
The  night  in  lordly  wa»9;ul  sptiit— 
The  dny  in  tilt  and  tournament ; 
Yet  stiil,  when  Kngland'a  woes  bcjan, 
"Were  first  to  arm  and  lead  the  Tan  ; 
To  shiell  the  Monar  h  in  his  need  — 
In  Freedom's  glorious  cause  to  bleed  ; 
To  loyalty  surrendering  all- 
Then  with  their  falling  King  to  fall." 

At   tho  extremity  of   this   beaut ifu!   lawn   stands 

tho 

Grand    Entrance. 

It  is  between  two  magnificent  pentagonal  and  machi- 
colatcd  towers.  Tho  towers  are  conjoined  over  tho 
gateway  by  two  arches,  one  above  tho  other,  -with  tho 
Grooves  remaining  down  which  the  portcullis  dropped 
on  each  side,  with  an  entrance  gate  between  them 
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There  arc  four  arched  rooms  in  each  of  these  towers, 
which  were  tindoubtedly  used  by  the  Warder  and  his 
inferior  officers.  Passing  under  the  arch,  on  the  right 
and  left  were  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  garrison, 
now  roofless,  and  beyond  the  guard  room  on  the 
right  is 

The  Closet  Tower,  or  Library. 

This,  like  the  other  two  towers  at  the  enti*ance,  has 
three  arched  rooms,  eighteen  feet  in  the  clear  each 
way.  The  lower  room  is  comfortably  fitted  up,  and 
has  a  large  display  of  photographic  views,  guide 
books,  and  a  book  in  which  visitors  place  their 
autographs,  arranged  upon  a  table.  Over  this  is  an 
octagon  room,  with  concave  roof,  which  is  denominated 
the  Eclwinrj  room,  from  the  reverberation,  consequent 
upon  its  form,  occasioned  by  the  slightest  sound. 
Beyond  the  guard  room  oii  the  left  are 

The  Officers'  Apartments 

facing  the  moat,  which  were  destroyed  by  the  cannons 
of  the  besiegers. 

Passing  under  the  archway,  you  enter  upon  what 
was  once  the 

Mosaic  Paved  Court. 
This  court  is  a  hundred  and  twenty  nine  feet  six 
inches  long,  and  fifty-six  feet  six  inches  broad ;  and 
here  was  the  parade  ground,  which  at  the  time  of  the 
siege  resounded  with  the  clangour  from  the  martial 
tread  of  the  armed  warrior — hero  tho  men-at-arms 
assembled  to  participate  in  military  fetes — here  war- 
like preparations  were  made.  It  is  now  covered  with 
a  verdant  sod,  from  which  rises  an  arbor-vita)  of 
funereal  aspect,  and  an  aged  ash  whose  branches 
afford  a  welcome  shade  at  mid-day  to  a  rustic  seat : 
whilst  tho  walls  which  encompass  tho  court  are  richly 
festooned  \vitli  ivy. 
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"  Hound  the  old  C'nst'o  wall  will  tho  iry  bramli  clinjb, 

More  tirnily  as  8oa«nn«  ihfill  f!! . 
Ami  so  «hould  tiilp.  ti      '  '  br  time 

Still  biiiiling  nion-  ' 

And  thus  when  tho  s;  .-.;  Jcwirt, 

And  winter  como  >  liiU\  auA  burn  ; 
Tho  gmilo  of  all©-  tion  will  gladden  tho  heart,  « 

And  bloom  still  an  evergreen  there. *' 

Immediately  on  the  right,  ami  adjoining  tho  Cloml 
Tower,  the  walls  arc  mnch  dilapidatctl,  Imvinjj  HafTunxl 
Bcvcrely  daring  the  siege,  and  the  minor  range  of 
ofliccs  arc  entirely  demolished.  It  wns  here  tho 
Parliamentary  forces  effeeted  iJio  breach  which  ha»- 
tened  the  surrender  of  tho  castle.  At  tlie  extremity 
of  tho  conrt,  and  nearly  opix^site  tho  ix^rtal,  i&  uu 
urchway  leading  to 

The  Kitchen  Tower, 
of  pentagonal  shape,  projecting  beyond  tho  wallh 
northward,  each  side  twenty-five  feet  bro«u!,  and  of 
great  solidity  and  strength.'  The  Kilchen  was  twenty- 
four  feet  in  the  clear,  and  nearly  twenty  feet  high. 
In  an  adjoining  office  i.s  a  large  fire-place,  the  arch  of 
which  is  thirteen  feet  in  the  span,  and  is  fonncii  by 
two  massive  stones,  and  contiguous  thereto  is  a  Iwiler 
of  modern  construction.  Above  the  kitchen  waa  u 
room  of  equal  size,  and  nndemeath  it  is  a  room 
denominated  the  Wet  Lanhr,  which  may  Ix?  reached 
by  a  subterranean  pas.sage.  From  the  kitchen  a 
passage  formerly  led  to  the  BuHcryt  with  a  hatch 
through  which  tho  dishes  were  passed  to  the  Ban- 
queting Hall,  and  there  was  an  entrance  from  the 
passage  to 

The  Parlour, 
an  apartment  which  measured  forty-nino  foot  in 
length  by  twenty-one  in  breadth,  with  an  opening  at 
the  cast-end  into  a  narrow  cross  jja-vsage.  Tliis  rw>m 
wiis  noted  for  its  inlaid  wainscoting  and  curiously 
carved  figures,  as  also  fur  tho  stone-work  of  a  flat 
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arcla  iu  a  large  window  on  tlic  soiitli  side,  beaten 
down  by  the  besiegers.  There  was  a  large  window 
at  each  end,  but  the  one  side  only  remains.  At  the 
•  entrance  to  the  parlour  on  the  I'ight  were  the  stairs 
to  the 

Dining  and  Drawing  Rooms, 
which  were  directly  over  and  of  the  same  dimcusions 
as  the  parlour.     From  the  cross  passage  you  enter 

The  Baronial  or  Banqueting-Hall, 
upwards  of  sixty-four  feet  three  inches  long,  and 
twenty-eight  feet  broad,  which  occupies  the  interval 
between  the  two  inner  courts.  The  hall  shows 
majestic  proportions,  and  the  fire-place  is  ten  feet 
wide  and  eight  feet  high.  The  great  bay*  window  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  room  is  a  most  interesting- 
object  to  the  visitor  of  taste,  and  the  stone  frames 
would  not  be  considei-ed  inelegant  in  the  present  day. 
The  baron's  table  stood  across  the  upper  part  of  the 
hall  opposite  this  window,  and  the  two  tables  for  his 
retainers  were  arranged  down  the  sides  of  the  hall. 
The  stone-sculptured  arms  of  the  Marquisite  of 
Worcester,  surrounded  with  the  Garter,  and  bearing 
the  motto  of  the  Beaufort  family,  Mutare  vol  Umere 
sperno — "I  scorn  to  change  or  fear," — now  nearly 
obliterated,  stands  in  the  wall  at  the  top  of  the  hall 
over  the  baronial  table.  This  noble  badge  was  an 
offensive  object  to  the  republicans,  and  the  arms  were 
probably  defaced  by  the  rebel  soldiery.  "  The  geomet- 
rical Eoof  which  once  covered  this  noble  hall  was  built 
of  Irish  oak,  with  the  cupola  in  the  centre,  glazed 
with  painted  glass,  through  which  streamed  a  flood 
of  light  tinctured  Avith  prismatic  hues."  The  roof 
was  nicely  adjusted,  elaborately  carved,  and  light  and 
airy  iu  appearance.  It  rested  on  the  corbel  heads 
which  are  still  seen  iu  the  walla.     At  the  lower  ond 
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of  tho  hall  was  cvoctod  a  CnUay  or  Orchettnx,  and 
nnderncath  a  door  led  to  tho  passngo  and  LuiUry 
Hatch,  forty  foot  nino  inches  by  twenty,  in  which  wm 
a  largo  window  for  handing  in  tho  dishes  instoftd  of 
entering  tho  hall;  and  adjoining  thereto  wm  tho 
Tantry,  of  nearly  equal  size.  Opposite  the  door 
leading  from  tho  upper  end  of  tho  hall  on  Ujo  rouUi 
sido  was  the  range  of  apartments  beforo  mentionwl 
used  by  tho  superior  oflicers  of  tho  garriaon,  and 
suite  of  family  apartments;  these  were  dowtroyed 
during  tho  siege  by  the  enemy's  guns,  bo  that  tho 
area  on  which  they  stood  is  now  confoondetl  with  tho 
Fountain  Court.  Underneath  theso  rooms  woro 
vaulted  cellars.  Theso  subterraneous  vaults  aro  of 
vast  extent,  and  in  times  of  danger,  porticuhirly 
during  tho  siege,  probably  served  the  purposes  of 
cellars,  store-houses,  lanlcrs,  and  magazines  for 
depositing  muniments  of  war,  as  well  as  provisions 
for  tho  household  and  garrison.  The  bnildings  on 
the  north-eastern  part  of  tho  court  were  utterly  des- 
troyed by  tho  cannon  of  tho  besiegers,  being  in  a 
direct  lino  with  tho  principal  entrance  ;  their  founda- 
tions, however,  may  still  Ix)  trace*!. 

The  Fountain  Court. 
From  tho  hall  a  door  led  into  tho  Fminlain  Courts 
ninety-six  feet  nino  inches  by  fifly-scvcn  feet  nino 
inches,  in  tho  centre  of  which  was  formerly  a  pedestal 
in  a  marble  basin,  and  a  statuo  of  a  white  horse. 
These  constituted  a  fountain,  from  which  flowed,  in 
fantastic  forms,  a  stream  of  water,  but  all  remains  of 
the  ornament  are  buried  Ixmeath  tho  sod.  The  water 
which  supplied  the  fountain  was  brought  at  groat 
expense  from  tho  neighbouring  hills,  r»nd  afterwards 
conveyed  to  tho  fish-ponds.  Tho  pipes  have  been 
ploughed  up  iu   tho  fields  adjoining;  tho  cabtlc,  and 
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very  little  trace  of  them  are  remaining.  Parallel 
with  the  Banqueting-hall,  was  a  narrow  structure 
termed 

The  Baronial  Chapel. 
The  vestiges  of  it  that  remain  convey  no  distinct  idea 
of  its  style.    In  a  line  with  the  Chapel  was  a  staircase 
leading  to  what  is  traditionally  said  to  have  been  the 

State  Apartments  of  Charles  I. 
also,  to  the  Picture  Gallery ;  but  as  no  trace  of  the 
staircase  is  left,  the  spot  is  at  present  reached  by 
passing  through  the  Grand  Portal  and  up  the  stair- 
case, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Court,  and  after 
ascending  a  flight  of  steps,  turning  to  the  right  along 
the  ramparts ;  but  were  it  not  for  the  wooden  plat- 
form erected  to  facilitate  the  visitor's  progress,  it 
would  be  impractible  to  reach  them.  The  light  and 
elegant  stone  window  here  was  a  spot  to  which  the 
king  often  resorted,  on  account  of  the  delighful 
prospect  over  the  adjoining  country, 

"  Under  the  stairs,  leading  to  these  apartments  was  the  way 
to  the  Beer  Cellar,  forty-nine  and  a  half  feet  long  and  fifteen 
feet  broad ;  then  to  the  Wine  Cellar,  forty-three  and  a  half  feet 
long  and  sixteen  and  a  half  feet  broad.  There  are  three  cellars 
more,  one  as  large  as  the  former,  all  well  arched. — Old  MS, 

Returning  to   the   top   of  the  flight  of  steps,   a 
passage  along  the  ramparts  to  the  left  leads  to  the 

Watch  Tower, 
from  which  very  extensive  views  are  obtained,  and 
seats  are  arranged  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 

The  Citadel,  or  Keep  Tower, 
was  here  joined  to  the  castle  by  a  sumptuous  arched 
bridge,  to  which  there  must  have  been  attached  a 
portal ;  but  these  are  gone,  and  nothing  but  a  dis- 
mantled wall,  commanding  a  view  across  the  most 
into  the  interior  of  the  ruined  citadel,  remains. 


YELLOW   TOWER  OF   GWENT.  H 

Ou  tho  opposito  oornor  of  tlu-  court  in  a  amall 
tower,  crowuing  an  arch\v;.y  and  portal  which  IcadH 
over  a  bridge  to  tho 

Grand  Terrace  and  BowlinK-Creen  : 

a  beautiful  platform,  carpotted  with  velvi-t  grMfr 
raised  twelve  feet  above  the  walk  Barrounding  tho 
moat,  and  extending  two  hundred  and  hixty  fuet  in 
length,  and  twenty-seven  in  breadth.  Tho  viowH 
from  tho  terrace  are  now  considerably  obstmctixl  by 
the  tall  trees  of  tho  avenue  surrounding  tho  caiitit*. 
This  spot  was  onco  adorned  with  arbours  and 
fountains,  and  overlooked  extensive  fish-pomlH 
bounded  by  plantations.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a 
favourite  retreat  of  the  king,  on  whoeo  aooonut  all 
the  treasures  collected  hero  were  ruthlessly  dovastAted 
and  despoiled. 

Having  now  conductod  tho  visitor  over  every 
portion  of  the  interior  of  tho  castle,  wo  return  to  the 
Grand  Entrance,  and  descend  a  few  steps  on  tho  right  to 
the  rustic  bridge  which  crosses  the  moat,  and  loads  to 

The  Yellow  Tower  of  Cwent. 
This  high  and  ma.ssive  hexagonal  structure  forms 
the  Citadel  or  Donjon  Tower  of  tho  fortress,  and  for 
strength,  height,  and  workmansliip  surpassed  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  towers  in  England  or  Wales.  Its 
sides  were  each  thirty-two  feet  wide  and  ten  thick, 
built  of  square  stone,  and  in  height  fiye  stories.  Its 
battlements  wore  so  symmetrical  and  so  compactly 
set  that  they  appeared  as  if  cnt  out  of  a  solid  block, 
but  being  only  eight  inches  thick,  they  were  soon 
demolished  by  the  batteries  directed  against  tho  tower 
by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  ;  but  his  heaviest  guns,  dis- 
charging twenty  pound  shot,  took  no  more  effect  on 
the  body  of  the  tower  than  if  thoy  had  6eon  discharged 
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against  a  rock.  The  tower  communicated  with  the 
castle  by  means  of  an  elegant  arched  bridge,  encircled 
by  an  outer  wall  with  six  arched  and  embattled 
turrets,  built  of  square  stone,  adjoining  which  was  a 
deep  moat,  thirty  feet  broad,  and  supplied  by  a  clear 
running:  stream,  from  which  the  Water  Worhs  threw 
their  glittering  spray  to  the  height  of  the  tower.  Among 
the  embellishments  to  the  castle  these  water  works 
(planned  and  brought  to  perfection  by  the  Marquis 
and  his  accomplished  son,  Lord  Herbert)  were  on  a 
most  ingenious  and  extensive  scale,  and  unparalleled 
at  that  era.  At  all  fetes  given  within  the  walls  they 
■were  set  in  motion,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who 
witnessed  the  wonderful  contrivance.  The  following 
anecdote,  illustrating  the  immensity  of  the  under- 
taking, may  interest  the  reader  : — 

•'  At  the  beginning  of  the  Long  Parliament,  we  are  told, 
certain  rustics  of  the  neighbourhood,  availed  themselves  of  the 
prejudices  excited  against  Lord  Worcester  on  account  of  his 
creed,  being  a  Papist,  presented  themselves  one  morning  at  the 
gate  of  Eaglan,  and  in  the  name  of  Parliament  demanded 
possession  of  the  household  arms.  Apprised  of  their  design, 
the  noble  owner  met  them  at  the  White  Gate ;  and  after 
hearing  them  repeat  the  demand  for  arms,  put  the  question, 

•  Whether,  seeing  that  they  had  come  to  disarm  him  and  his 
eervants,  they  intended  also  to  follow  up  that  act  of  violence 
by  robbing  him  of  his  money  and  goods  ?'  '  No,'  said  the 
intruders ;  •  we  want  your  arms,  and  that  only  because  you  are 
publicly  denounced  as  a  recusant ! '     *  Nay,'  said  his  lordship  ; 

•  I  am  indeed  a  peer  of  the  realm,  but  I  am  no  convicted 
recusant ;  and  therefore  the  law  cannot  in  reason  take  notice  of 
any  such  thing,  much  less  sanction  this  violent  proceeding.' 

"Thus  thwarted  in  the  project,  and  cautioned  by  the 
Marquess  not  to  attempt  a  similar  course,  the  rabble  were  about 
to  retire;  when  the  Marquess  invited  them  to  enter  into  the 
castle  to  amuse  themselves  and  see  what  it  contained.  His 
object,  however,  was  to  frighten  them  a  little  for  the  alarm 
they  had  caused  his  household.  He  led  the  way  from  one  part 
to  another,  until  they  had  traversed  the  whole  of  the  premises. 
At  length  they  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  castle  moat,  over 
which  2ie  lofty  bridge  communicated  with  the  Citadel  or  Keep 
Tower,  wben  be  requested  tbpw  to  §tay  awhile  wd  ex^miao  the 
plaoe, 
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" « Now  at  this  jwiiit;  says  llnyly,  '  Ix)ra  Ilcrlx-rt  had  lately 
contnviHl  cerfuin  wator-works,  which,  whm  th.-  tcytnl  onifinM 
and  wheels  woro  sot  ajfoinj,',  vant  ijuunliti.*  of  wiit«r  throuKh 
the  hollow  convoyanceM  wem  to  bo  1ft  down  from  tho  ton  of 
the  hij,'h  tower.'  All  heinp  ready  for  action,  a  mjfnal  frr.m  tho 
W.iniuens  brought  down  thn)iiifh  thr»u»  u  .filu^,.  of  rntnmr««, 
which,  by  their  roaring,  hicsin^r,    an. I    ''    .'  ,' 

hollow  tubes,  jiroduci'd  .such  u  hid«»ou.H   . 

every  echo  from  tho  biiildini;  around  w.i..  .     . , ...   ,,  • 

while  the  vi.sitors  themselves, ^/luddenly  envi|o|»Nl  in  a  mngio 
circle  of  roaiinv-  caturacta,  knew  n..t  what  to  think,  nr.r  which 
way  to  turn.'  Describing  tho  effect  in  his  own  graphic  •tylc, 
tht>  Chaplain  writes  :— 

" '  Such  was  tho  roarinir  an  if  tho  mouth  of  hfll  had  b«vn 
thrown  wide  open,  and  all  tho  devil«  had  b«<«-n  conjur.>d  up, 
that  the  i»oor  silly  men  stood  so  amazed,  aa  if  thoy  had  bttn 
half  dead  ;  and  yet  thoy  saw  nothinff' 

"'At  last,  as  tho  ])lol  was  contrived,  up  come*  a  man  in 
preat  haste  and  affected  trepidation  ;  and  otahnic  wildly  at  iho 
half-petrified  rustics,  cried  out  as  he  juuiscd  them— *  L<K)k  to 
yourselves,  my  miuiters  ;  look  to  younwlves,  for  by'r  Lady,  tho 
lions  aro  all  broko  loose  1"  llereuiMm  the  nwtic  '  arm-noarcheni ' 
fell  into  such  a  dancing  fit  of  atjue,  that  in  their  att«niiit«  t«> 
escape  the  lion's  jaw,  they  tumbled  so  over  ono  another  iv  t!  . 
scampered  downstairs,  that  it  was  fean^i  one-half  of  them  U  1 
broken  their  necks.  Nor  did  they  onco  look  behind  them,  untd 
they  found  themselves  a  full  mile  beyond  tho  gat«a  of  tho 
castle. 

"  By  this  stratagem  tho  ^larquoAS  completely  attained  hia 
object,  for  the  roar  of  Worcester's  *  liona '  prevented  any  fur- 
ther intrusion." 

Along  tho  edge   of  tho  moat  was  a  8ankca  walk* 

twelve  feet  below  tho  terrace,  embellished  with  grott*)- 

work,    statues   of  tho   Roman  Emperors,  and  other 

ornaments.     Tho   tower  was  ascended   by  a  Hpiral 

staircase,  and  from  tho  summit  tho  diversified  scenery 

beneath  tho  walls,  and  tho  prominent  objects  on  tho 

distant   hills,    form   a   most  extensive  and  pleasing 

prospect.     "Within  range  of  tho  eye,  commencing  in 

tho  east  and  ending  in  tho  north,  aro  tho  following 

objects  : — 

A  pavilion  erected  in  commemoration  of  our  naral  heroes,  on 
tho    Kymin  Hill,  near  3Ionmouth. — Troy  Park,  in  tho  %-nllpv, 
belonging  to  one  of  tho  country  siats  of  hia  (trace  the  I'l 
Beaufort,  and  beyond  a  mound  called  Uraig-yMlorth,  tbu  :. . 
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a  battle  between  Henry  IV.  and  Owen  Glendower,  then  the 
range  of  Trelleck  Hills,  of  which  the  Beacon  Hill  is  prominent, 
so  named  for  being  used  as  such  when  an  invasion  of  the 
French  was  expected  in  the  time  of  the  Great  Napoleon. — 
Llanishen  Hill,  aod  continuous  with  it  Devauden  and  New- 
church  Hills. — The  Forest  of  Wentwood  extending  to  the  firs 
of  Penycaemawr  Hill. — Kemeys  Folly,  near  Caerleon,  a  point 
which  commands  very  extensive  views  of  the  Bristol  Channel 
and  several  counties. — Twyn  Barlwm,  a  high  mountain  near 
Eisca,  with  a  tumulus  on  its  summit. — The  Great  Gaer,  or 
Gaer  Vawr  near  Newport. — The  range  of  hills  near  Pontypool. 
— The  range  of  hills  between  Pontypool  and  Abergavenny, 
terminating  with  the  Blorenge  mountain. —  The  conical  peak 
of  the  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain  and  Peny-y-foel,  beyond  Aber- 
gavenny.— The  Hatteril  Hills,  or  Black  Mountains,  dividing 
Monmoutiishire  and  Herefordshire  from  Brecknockshire,  at  the 
base  of  which  stands  Llanthony  Abbey. — The  Skirrid  Vawr, 
or  Holy  Mountain,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Abergavenny. — 
Campston  Hill. — The  Graig  Hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  stands 
Grosmont  Castle. — Garway,  in  Herefordshire.—  Skinch  Cwm, 
and  the  White  Hills. 

The  one  side  of  the  tower  was  destroyed  by  the 
springing  of  a  mine. 

The  Gardens,  &c. 

On  the  right,  as  you  approach  the  grand  entrance, 
were  the  Gardens,  and  beyond  them  the  Stables,  Dairy ^ 
and  other  out-ofiB.ces,  the  sites  of  which  are  now 
included  in  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Castle-farm. 

The  Tilt  Yard. 

Authorities  differ  as  to  the  exact  situation  of  the 
Tilt  Yard ;  by  some,  what  is  now  called  the  Bowling 
Green,  is  described  as  the  Tilting  Givund,  whilst  others 
consider  that  the  Grand  Terrace,  on  the  north-west 
side  of  the  castle,  was  the  spot,  but  the  probability  is 
that  neither  of  these  suppositions  are  correct,  but  that 
the  tourney  field  was  situated  on  the  outside  of  the 
present  wall,  and  that  it  occupied  the  space  imme- 
diately outside  the  present  gate,  and  enclosed  between 
the  two  moats.    Here,  jio  doubt,  piany  ^  lanoe  \yas 
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couched — many  a  spear  broken  iu  rival  combat :  for 
one  of  the  old  lords,  as  before  noticed,  wius  runownetl 
as  tho  best  horseman  of  his  day,  and  juusts  and 
tournaments,  therefore,  were  not  unlikely  to  luiTo 
been  frequent  spectacles  within  the   walls  of  B«gUui> 

"  Gone  are  those  days  of  chirnlrv  and  love, 
Whoii  in  these  courts  tho  mail  rlad  Knight  was  so«n, 
Eager  with  spear  and  burnished  shield  to  proro 
His  arm  redoubted  in  tho  mimic  sovne 
Of  warlilve  t)urnamcnt ;   while  forms  I  ween 
Of  fairy  loveliness  were  xmiling  round, 
Enhancing  with  their  beauty,  ^race,  and  mien, 
The  sight  romantic  ;  and  ea'  h  varied  sound 
,    That  rose  from  that  fair  throng,  made  it  onchantAd  ground." 

After  the  castle  "n'as  dismantled,  its  ancient  gardens 
were  obliterated — its  lawns  converted  into  pastures — 
its  fountains  and  fish  ponds  dried  up,  and  its  materials 
carted  away  to  erect  farmers'  homesteads,  and 

"  No  porter,  by  the  low-browed  gate, 

Took,  in  tho  wonted  niche,  his  scat ; 

To  tho  paved  court  no  pcasai  t  drew— 

Waked  to  their  toil  no  menial  <  rew— 

The  maiden's  carol  is  not  heard 

As  to  her  morning  task  she  fartd ; — 

In  the  lone  offices  around 

Kung  not  a  hoof— bayed  not  a  hound  — 

Nor  eager  (teed,  with  shrilling  neigh, 

Accua'd  the  lagging  groom's  delay." 

Ou  the  sixth  Duke  inheriting  the  estate,  he  forbid 
another  stone  to  be  touched,  so  that  the  noble  ruiu 
still  bespeaks  that  such  tilings  were.  The  grounds 
are  now  kept  in  neat  order,  and  every  feature  and 
fragment  of  the  venerable  ruin  arc  preserved  with 
jealous  care  by  the  well-informed  and  gentlemanly 
Warden,  ]Mr.  J.  CuxsON.  who  affords  every  facility  to 
the  visitor  in  exploring  the  ruins,  and  takes  a  com- 
mendable pride  in  treasuring  what  remains  of  this 
truly  magnificent  structure. 
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Fetes  got  up  for  cTiaritable  and  praiseworthy  objects 
are  frequently  held  in  the  castle  during  the  summer 
months,  and  the  liberality  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort  in  permitting  the  delightfvil  grounds  to  be 
open  to  the  public  on  all  occasions,  bespeaks  a  noble 
and  generous  nature. 

The  Archery  Ground  is  provided  with  a  capacious 
pavilion,  and  the  members  of  the  Saglan  Archery 
Club  comprise  the  elite  of  the  county. 

Auxiliaries  to  sport,  such  as  quoits,  swings,  bowg 
and  arrows,  foot-balls,  &c..  are  provided  by  the  warden 
for  the  amusement  of  parties.  The  Wallcs  are  dry  and 
firm  throughout  the  castle,  and  a  great  advantage  the 
Ruins  possess  over  others  is,  that  the  most  timid 
visitor  may  walk  the  battlements  and  ascend  to  the 
summits  of  the  towers  without  the  chance  of  an 
accident,  for  wherever  a  slip  of  masonry  [takes  place, 
the  part  is  securely  guarded  by  a  railing. 

Cefntilla  Estate. 

•  Cefntilla  has  been  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pages 
as  being  the  head  quarters  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
during  the  Siege  of  Raglan,  and  on  account  of  its 
historical  connection  with  the  castle  it  was  selected 
by  the  committee  as  a  fitting  estate  to  purchase  for 
presentation  to  the  heir  of  the  late  Lord  Raglan,  as 
an-  acknowledgement  from  his  friends  of  the  esteem 
in  which  the  lamented  warrior  was  held  by  his  country? 
and  the  present  Lord  Raglan  has  adopted  it  as  his 
country  seat. 

PUBLISHED    BY   J.    M.    CLAKK,    "  OBSEEVEK    "  OFFICE,   USK. 


